
illinois state board of education special
education
illinois state board of education special education plays a critical role in ensuring that students
with disabilities receive appropriate educational services tailored to their unique needs. This
authoritative body oversees the implementation of special education programs across Illinois,
ensuring compliance with federal and state laws. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) is
committed to promoting equal access, high-quality instruction, and inclusive environments for
students requiring special education. This article explores the structure, policies, and services
managed by the Illinois State Board of Education special education division. It also covers eligibility
criteria, Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), and the resources available to families and
educators. Understanding the ISBE’s role in special education is essential for stakeholders aiming to
support students with disabilities effectively. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of how the Illinois State Board of Education special education services function within the
state.
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Overview of Illinois State Board of Education Special
Education
The Illinois State Board of Education special education division is responsible for administering and
overseeing special education programs throughout the state. This includes ensuring that all school
districts comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as well as state-specific
regulations. The ISBE works in collaboration with local education agencies (LEAs), parents, and
advocacy groups to provide equitable educational opportunities to students with disabilities. This
oversight encompasses policy development, funding distribution, professional development, and
technical assistance to support effective service delivery in schools.

Role and Responsibilities
The ISBE’s special education unit develops guidelines that govern the identification, evaluation, and
instruction of students with disabilities. They facilitate the implementation of special education



mandates, oversee funding allocations, and monitor compliance with federal and state laws. The
board also coordinates training initiatives for educators to enhance instructional strategies and ensure
that students' unique learning needs are met efficiently and compassionately.

Legal Framework
Illinois follows federal laws such as IDEA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, alongside state
statutes that provide the foundation for special education services. The Illinois State Board of
Education ensures that all programs adhere to these legal requirements, guaranteeing that students
receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE).

Eligibility and Evaluation Process
Determining eligibility for special education services is a detailed and regulated process managed
under the guidance of the Illinois State Board of Education special education policies. This process
involves comprehensive evaluation procedures to identify students who have disabilities that
adversely affect their educational performance.

Referral and Initial Evaluation
When a student is suspected of having a disability, a referral for evaluation is initiated either by
parents, teachers, or other school personnel. Upon referral, the school district must obtain informed
consent from the parents to conduct an initial evaluation. This evaluation assesses the student’s
cognitive, academic, behavioral, and physical abilities to determine eligibility under one or more
disability categories recognized by IDEA.

Disability Categories
Illinois recognizes multiple disability categories under its special education framework, including but
not limited to:

Specific Learning Disability

Speech or Language Impairment

Emotional Disability

Autism Spectrum Disorder

Intellectual Disability

Other Health Impairment

Orthopedic Impairment



Traumatic Brain Injury

Eligibility Determination
Following assessment, a team comprising educators, specialists, and parents reviews the evaluation
results. If the student meets the criteria for one or more disabilities and requires specialized
instruction, they are deemed eligible for special education services under the Illinois State Board of
Education special education guidelines.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Development
Once a student is identified as eligible, the next step involves developing an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) tailored to the student’s specific needs. The Illinois State Board of Education special
education policies emphasize collaboration among educators, specialists, and families to design
effective educational plans.

Components of the IEP
An IEP is a legally binding document that outlines the student’s current levels of academic
achievement and functional performance, measurable annual goals, and the special education and
related services to be provided. Key components include:

Present Levels of Performance (PLOP)

Annual Goals and Objectives

Specialized Instruction and Related Services

Accommodations and Modifications

Placement Decisions

Transition Planning (for students aged 14 and older)

IEP Team and Meetings
The IEP team typically consists of the student’s parents or guardians, special education teacher,
general education teacher, school psychologist, and other relevant professionals. The Illinois State
Board of Education encourages active participation from all members to ensure that the IEP
accurately reflects the student’s needs and educational goals. Meetings are held at least annually to
review and update the IEP as needed.



Special Education Services and Supports
The Illinois State Board of Education special education programs provide a broad spectrum of services
designed to support students in reaching their academic and developmental potential. These services
are delivered in various settings according to the principle of the least restrictive environment.

Types of Services
Special education services in Illinois include:

Direct individualized instruction

Speech and language therapy

Occupational and physical therapy

Behavioral interventions and support

Counseling and psychological services

Assistive technology provisions

Transition services for post-secondary success

Placement Options
The ISBE promotes inclusion by encouraging placement of students with disabilities in general
education classrooms whenever appropriate. However, based on the student’s needs, placements can
range from full inclusion to specialized classrooms or separate facilities. The decision is made
collaboratively by the IEP team to ensure the environment supports optimal learning outcomes.

Compliance and Monitoring
The Illinois State Board of Education special education division is responsible for monitoring school
districts to ensure adherence to all regulatory requirements. This process safeguards the rights of
students with disabilities and maintains high standards for educational services.

Monitoring Activities
ISBE conducts regular compliance reviews, audits, and data collection to evaluate how districts
implement special education programs. These activities include reviewing IEPs, assessment
procedures, and service delivery models. When non-compliance issues are identified, the board works
with districts to develop corrective action plans.



Dispute Resolution
The Illinois State Board of Education also facilitates dispute resolution mechanisms, such as mediation
and due process hearings, to address conflicts between families and school districts regarding special
education services. These processes ensure that students’ rights are protected and that
disagreements are resolved fairly and efficiently.

Resources and Training for Families and Educators
The Illinois State Board of Education special education office provides extensive resources and
training opportunities to support families and educators. These initiatives aim to improve
understanding of special education laws, best practices, and available services.

Family Support Services
Families can access informational guides, workshops, and advocacy support through ISBE programs.
These resources help parents navigate the special education system, participate actively in IEP
development, and advocate effectively for their children’s needs.

Professional Development
Educators and school staff receive specialized training coordinated by the Illinois State Board of
Education. These sessions focus on instructional strategies, behavior management, legal compliance,
and the use of assistive technology to enhance educational outcomes for students with disabilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
in special education?
The Illinois State Board of Education oversees the implementation of special education programs
across the state, ensuring compliance with federal and state laws, providing guidance and resources
to school districts, and monitoring services to students with disabilities.

How does the Illinois State Board of Education support
students with disabilities?
ISBE supports students with disabilities by setting standards for special education services,
distributing funding to school districts, offering professional development for educators, and ensuring
that individualized education programs (IEPs) meet state and federal requirements.



What laws govern special education services under the Illinois
State Board of Education?
Special education services in Illinois are governed primarily by the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the Illinois School Code, all of which
are implemented and overseen by ISBE.

How can parents in Illinois access special education resources
through ISBE?
Parents can access special education resources through the ISBE website, which provides information
on rights, procedural safeguards, complaint procedures, and contact information for local education
agencies and support organizations.

What recent initiatives has the Illinois State Board of
Education introduced for improving special education?
Recent initiatives by ISBE include enhancing early intervention services, improving transition planning
for students moving from school to post-secondary life, increasing focus on culturally responsive
teaching practices, and expanding data collection to better track student outcomes.

How does the Illinois State Board of Education ensure
compliance with special education regulations?
ISBE ensures compliance by conducting regular monitoring visits to school districts, reviewing special
education plans and IEPs, investigating complaints, providing technical assistance, and enforcing
corrective actions when necessary to uphold legal standards.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Special Education Law and Practice
This comprehensive guide covers the legal framework governing special education in Illinois. It
provides educators, administrators, and parents with detailed interpretations of state and federal
laws, including IDEA and the Illinois School Code. The book also offers practical advice on compliance,
due process, and IEP development tailored to Illinois regulations.

2. Collaborative Strategies for Illinois Special Education Teams
Focusing on teamwork and communication, this book offers effective strategies for special education
professionals working within Illinois schools. It emphasizes collaboration between teachers, parents,
and service providers to create supportive learning environments. Readers will find tools to improve
meetings, resolve conflicts, and develop individualized education plans.

3. Assessment and Evaluation in Illinois Special Education
This resource provides educators with methods and best practices for assessing students with
disabilities in Illinois. It explains state-specific assessment requirements and offers guidance on
interpreting results to inform instruction. The book also discusses culturally responsive assessment
techniques and legal considerations in evaluation.



4. Inclusive Education Practices in Illinois: A Special Education Perspective
Highlighting the importance of inclusion, this book explores how Illinois schools implement inclusive
education models. It addresses challenges and solutions in integrating students with disabilities into
general education settings. The text includes case studies and strategies aligned with Illinois State
Board of Education policies.

5. Transition Planning for Illinois Students with Disabilities
This guide focuses on preparing Illinois students with disabilities for post-secondary life, including
employment, higher education, and independent living. It reviews state transition planning
requirements and offers tools to create effective transition IEPs. Educators and families will find
actionable steps to support successful student outcomes.

6. Behavioral Interventions and Supports in Illinois Special Education
Designed for Illinois educators, this book presents positive behavioral intervention strategies tailored
to the state's special education context. It includes practical approaches to managing challenging
behaviors and creating supportive classroom environments. The text also covers legal and ethical
considerations relevant to Illinois schools.

7. Family Engagement in Illinois Special Education
This book emphasizes the critical role of families in the special education process within Illinois. It
offers strategies for schools to build strong partnerships with parents and guardians, respecting
cultural and linguistic diversity. Topics include communication techniques, advocacy, and navigating
the Illinois special education system.

8. Special Education Curriculum Development in Illinois
Providing guidance on curriculum design, this book assists Illinois educators in creating accessible and
effective instructional materials for students with disabilities. It covers state standards alignment and
differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs. The book also discusses integrating
technology and measuring curriculum effectiveness.

9. Professional Development for Illinois Special Educators
This resource highlights the importance of ongoing professional growth for special education teachers
in Illinois. It outlines state requirements for licensure renewal and offers recommendations for skill
enhancement. The book includes workshops, training modules, and reflective practices to improve
instructional quality and student outcomes.
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