ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE REQUIREMENTS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS SEEKING TO PRACTICE PHYSICAL THERAPY
LEGALLY WITHIN THE STATE. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE MANDATORY QUALIFICATIONS,
APPLICATION PROCEDURES, AND REGULATORY STANDARDS SET FORTH BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL AND
ProFESSIONAL REGULATION (IDFPR). UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR BOTH NEW GRADUATES AND
LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS TRANSFERRING THEIR CREDENTIALS TO ILLINOIS. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDES EDUCATIONAL
PREREQUISITES, EXAMINATION DETAILS, BACKGROUND CHECKS, AND CONTINUING EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, THE
ARTICLE PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON LICENSE RENEWAL AND THE PROCESS FOR MAINTAINING COMPLIANCE WITH STATE REGULATIONS.
FOR PROFESSIONALS AIMING TO ESTABLISH OR CONTINUE THEIR PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE IN ILLINOIS, A THOROUGH GRASP
OF THESE CRITERIA IS INDISPENSABLE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DETAIL EACH ASPECT SYSTEMATICALLY, ENSURING
CLARITY AND ACCURACY.

e EDUCATIONAL AND DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
o EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS
o APPLICATION PROCESS AND DOCUMENTATION

o BACKGROUND CHECKS AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

License ReNew AL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

EbucATIONAL AND DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

ONE OF THE PRIMARY COMPONENTS OF THE ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE REQUIREMENTS IS MEETING THE EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS MANDATED BY THE STATE. PROSPECTIVE LICENSEES MUST POSSESS A DEGREE FROM A PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM
ACCREDITED BY THE COMMISSION ON ACCREDITATION IN PHYSICAL THErRAPY EbucaTION (CAPTE). THIS ACCREDITATION
ENSURES THAT THE CURRICULUM AND CLINICAL EXPERIENCE MEET NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED STANDARDS. |LLINOIS REQUIRES
CANDIDATES TO HAVE EARNED EITHER A DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY (DPT) DEGREE OR AN EQUIVALENT GRADUATE DEGREE
IN PHYSICAL THERAPY FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION.

ACCREDITED PROGRAMS AND DEGREE EQUIVALENCY

THE ILLINOIS REGULATORY BODY STRICTLY ENFORCES THE ACCREDITATION CRITERION TO MAINTAIN HIGH PROFESSIONAL
STANDARDS. GRADUATES FROM FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS MUST HAVE THEIR CREDENTIALS EVALUATED BY A RECOGNIZED
CREDENTIALING AGENCY TO VERIFY EQUIVALENCY TO CAPTE STANDARDS. THIS STEP IS VITAL BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH THE
LICENSING APPLICATION. ADDITIONALLY, COURSEWORK AND CLINICAL HOURS MUST ALIGN WITH |LLINOIS REQUIREMENTS TO
QUALIFY FOR LICENSURE.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE AND SUPERVISED PRACTICE

CLINICAL TRAINING IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EDUCATION. |LLINOIS MANDATES COMPLETION OF SPECIFIC
CLINICAL HOURS UNDER SUPERVISED PRACTICE, INTEGRATED WITHIN THE ACCREDITED DEGREE PROGRAM. THIS PRACTICAL
EXPERIENCE EQUIPS CANDIDATES WITH HANDS-ON SKILLS ESSENTIAL FOR SAFE AND EFFECTIVE PATIENT CARE. THE CLINICAL
COMPONENTS MUST BE DOCUMENTED AND VERIFIED AS PART OF THE LICENSING APPLICATION.



EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS

PASSING THE APPROPRIATE EXAMINATIONS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN FULFILLING THE ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS. THE STATE REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL THERAPY
ExAMINATION (NPTE), ADMINISTERED BY THE FEDERATION OF STATE BOARDS OF PHYSICAL THErAPY (FSBPT). THE NPTE
ASSESSES THE CANDIDATE’S KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCE TO PRACTICE PHYSICAL THERAPY SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY.

NATIONAL PHYSICAL THErAPY ExAMINATION (NPTE)

THE NPTE IS A COMPREHENSIVE EXAM COVERING VARIOUS DOMAINS OF PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE, INCLUDING PATIENT
MANAGEMENT, THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS, AND PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES. ILLINOIS MANDATES A PASSING SCORE

DETERMINED BY THE FSBPT. CANDIDATES SHOULD PREPARE THOROUGHLY AND MAY TAKE THE EXAM ONLY AFTER MEETING

EDUCATIONAL PREREQUISITES.

JURISPRUDENCE EXAMINATION

IN ADDITION TO THE NPTE, ILLINOIS REQUIRES APPLICANTS TO PASS A JURISPRUDENCE EXAMINATION OR COMPLETE AN ONLINE
MODULE COVERING STATE LAWS, RULES, AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE. THIS REQUIREMENT
ENSURES THAT LICENSEES UNDERSTAND THE LEGAL AND ETHICAL FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH THEY MUST OPERATE. THE
JURISPRUDENCE COMPONENT IS DESIGNED TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND MAINTAIN PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND DOCUMENTATION

MEETING EDUCATIONAL AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS IS FOLLOWED BY SUBMITTING A DETAILED APPLICATION TO THE
[LLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION. THE APPLICATION PROCESS IS STRUCTURED TO VERIFY
ELIGIBILITY AND ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH ALL LICENSING CRITERIA.

ReQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

APPLICANTS MUST PROVIDE SEVERAL KEY DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING!:

® PROOF OF GRADUATION FROM AN ACCREDITED PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM

OFFIciIAL NPTE SCORE REPORT
® VERIFICATION OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCE AND SUPERVISED PRACTICE

e COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM WITH ALL REQUIRED PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION

PROOF OF PASSING THE JURISPRUDENCE EXAMINATION OR COMPLETION OF THE STATE’S ONLINE MODULE

ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN THE FORMAT SPECIFIED BY THE IDFPR. INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE SUBMISSIONS MAY
DELAY THE LICENSURE PROCESS.

APPLICATION FEES AND PROCESSING TIME

APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY A NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION. THE FEE AMOUNT IS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE BUT GENERALLY COVERS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS OF PROCESSING AND VERIFICATION. PROCESSING TIME
CAN VARY BUT TYPICALLY RANGES FROM SEVERAL WEEKS TO A FEW MONTHS, DEPENDING ON THE COMPLETENESS OF THE
APPLICATION AND VERIFICATION PROCEDURES.



BACkGROUND CHECks AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

AS PART OF THE ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE REQUIREMENTS, ALL APPLICANTS MUST UNDERGO A CRIMINAL
BACKGROUND CHECK. THIS MEASURE IS INTENDED TO PROTECT PATIENTS AND ENSURE THAT LICENSED PROFESSIONALS MAINTAIN
ETHICAL STANDARDS. THE BACKGROUND CHECK INCLUDES FINGERPRINTING AND A REVIEW OF ANY CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS.

FINGERPRINTING AND CRIMINAL HiSTORY REVIEW

THe IDFPR REQUIRES FINGERPRINT SUBMISSION THROUGH AN APPROVED VENDOR OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. THE
BACKGROUND CHECK COVERS BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL DATABASES. ANY CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS OR DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
MAY AFFECT ELIGIBILITY FOR LICENSURE. APPLICANTS ARE ADVISED TO DISCLOSE ANY RELEVANT INFORMATION TRUTHFULLY TO
AVOID DELAYS OR DENIALS.

DiscIPLINARY ACTIONS AND DENIAL OF LICENSE

[LLINOIS MAINTAINS STRICT POLICIES REGARDING PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. PAST DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, CRIMINAL OFFENSES
RELATED TO HEALTHCARE, OR FRAUDULENT ACTIVITIES CAN LEAD TO LICENSE DENIAL OR REVOCATION. THE STATE RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO REFUSE LICENSURE TO APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET THE CHARACTER AND FITNESS REQUIREMENTS.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS IS CRUCIAL WHEN APPLYING.

LiceNse ReNew AL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

OBTAINING A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN |LLINOIS IS NOT A ONE-TIME EVENT, MAINTAINING LICENSURE REQUIRES ONGOING
COMPLIANCE WITH RENEWAL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. THE STATE MANDATES PERIODIC LICENSE RENEWAL TO
ENSURE THAT PRACTITIONERS REMAIN CURRENT WITH EVOLVING STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES.

ReNEw AL PERIOD AND REQUIREMENTS

[LLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSES MUST BE RENEWED EVERY TWO YEARS. RENEWAL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED
BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE TO AVOID PENALTIES OR LICENSE LAPSE. THE PROCESS INCLUDES VERIFICATION OF COMPLETED
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS AND PAYMENT OF RENEW AL FEES.

CONTINUING EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS

LICENSEES ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEUS) WITHIN EACH RENEWAL
CYCLE. THESE EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES MUST BE RELEVANT TO PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE AND APPROVED BY THE IDFPR or
RECOGNIZED PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. CONTINUING EDUCATION TOPICS OFTEN INCLUDE CLINICAL SKILLS, ETHICS, PATIENT
SAFETY, AND EMERGING TREATMENTS.

e COMPLETION OF AT LEAST 30 HOURS OF APPROVED CONTINUING EDUCATION EVERY TWO YEARS
® DOCUMENTATION AND RETENTION OF CERTIFICATES FOR AUDIT PURPOSES
® MANDATORY COURSES ON ETHICS AND |LLINOIS LAWS RELATED TO PHYSICAL THERAPY

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS CAN RESULT IN SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE.
THEREFORE, DILIGENT RECORD-KEEPING AND TIMELY RENEW AL ARE CRITICAL FOR ONGOING LICENSURE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS TO APPLY FOR A PHYSICAL THERAPY
LICENSE IN ILLINOIS?

To APPLY FOR A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN |LLINOIS, CANDIDATES MUST HAVE GRADUATED FROM A CAPTE-ACCREDITED
PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM, PASSED THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINATION (NPTE), AND COMPLETED AN
APPLICATION WITH THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL AND PrROFESSIONAL REGULATION (IDFPR).

Is PASSING THE NP TE REQUIRED FOR OBTAINING A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN
ILLINOIS?

YES, PASSING THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINATION (NPTE) IS MANDATORY FOR ALL APPLICANTS SEEKING
LICENSURE AS A PHYSICAL THERAPIST IN ILLINOIS.

DOES ILLINOIS REQUIRE A JURISPRUDENCE EXAM FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSURE?

YES, ILLINOIS REQUIRES APPLICANTS TO PASS THE |LLINOIS_JURISPRUDENCE EXAMINATION, WHICH TESTS KNOWLEDGE OF STATE
LAWS AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE.

ARE THERE ANY CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN A PHYSICAL
THERAPY LICENSE IN [LLINOIS?

YES, LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS IN [LLINOIS MUST COMPLETE 30 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION EVERY TWO YEARS
TO RENEW THEIR LICENSE, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE HOUR IN ETHICS OR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.

CAN INTERNATIONALLY EDUCATED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS GET LICENSED IN [LLINOIS?

INTERNATIONALLY EDUCATED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS MUST HAVE THEIR CREDENTIALS EVALUATED BY A CREDENTIALING AGENCY
APPROVED BY THE IDFPR AND DEMONSTRATE EQUIVALENCY TO U.S. EDUCATION STANDARDS BEFORE APPLYING FOR LICENSURE
IN [LLINOIS.

\WHAT IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN [LLINOIS?

THE APPLICATION PROCESS INCLUDES SUBMITTING AN ONLINE APPLICATION THROUGH THE IDFPR WEBSITE, PROVIDING OFFICIAL
TRANSCRIPTS, PROOF OF NPTE PASSAGE, COMPLETING THE JURISPRUDENCE EXAM, AND PAYING THE REQUIRED FEES.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN ILLINOIS AFTER
APPLYING?

THE PROCESSING TIME VARIES BUT TYPICALLY TAKES 4 TO 6 WEEKS AFTER THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE AND ALL
REQUIREMENTS ARE MET, INCLUDING EXAM RESULTS AND BACKGROUND CHECKS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. lLLinois PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSING GUIDE: REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE COVERS ALL THE ESSENTIAL STEPS FOR OBTAINING A PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSE IN ILLINOIS. [T
INCLUDES DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF EDUCATIONAL PREREQUISITES, EXAM REQUIREMENTS, AND APPLICATION PROCESSES. THE
BOOK ALSO OFFERS TIPS ON PREPARING FOR THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL THERAPY ExAM (NPTE) AND MAINTAINING LICENSURE
THROUGH CONTINUING EDUCATION.



2. MASTERING THE ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY ExAM: A CANDIDATE’S HANDBOOK

DESIGNED FOR ASPIRING PHYSICAL THERAPISTS IN ILLINOIS, THIS HANDBOOK FOCUSES ON EXAM PREPARATION STRATEGIES. |T
BREAKS DOWN THE NPTE CONTENT AND PROVIDES PRACTICE QUESTIONS TAILORED TO |LLINOIS-SPECIFIC REGULATIONS.
READERS WILL FIND VALUABLE ADVICE ON TIME MANAGEMENT AND TEST-TAKING TECHNIQUES TO BOOST THEIR CONFIDENCE.

3. LICENSING ESSENTIALS FOR ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

THIS BOOK OUTLINES THE LEGAL AND PROFESSIONAL OBLIGATIONS OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS LICENSED IN |LLINOIS. |T EXPLAINS
STATE LAWS, ETHICAL GUIDELINES, AND RENEW AL REQUIREMENTS TO HELP PRACTITIONERS STAY COMPLIANT. ADDITIONALLY, IT
OFFERS A CLEAR OVERVIEW OF THE |LLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION’S ROLE IN LICENSING.

4. PATH TO PRACTICE: NAVIGATING ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSING

A STEP-BY-STEP RESOURCE FOR NEW GRADUATES SEEKING LICENSURE IN [LLINOIS, THIS BOOK SIMPLIFIES THE LICENSING JOURNEY.
|T INCLUDES CHECKLISTS, SAMPLE FORMS, AND TIMELINES TO ENSURE APPLICANTS MEET ALL DEADLINES. THE AUTHOR ALSO
ADDRESSES COMMON CHALLENGES AND PROVIDES SOLUTIONS TO OVERCOME LICENSING HURDLES.

5. CONTINUING EDUCATION AND LICENSE RENEWAL FOR ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

FOCUSING ON THE POST-LICENSURE PHASE, THIS BOOK DETAILS THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS MANDATED BY
[LLINOIS LAW. |T REVIEWS ACCEPTABLE COURSES, REPORTING PROCEDURES, AND RENEW AL CYCLES. PRACTITIONERS WILL FIND
GUIDANCE ON MAINTAINING THEIR CREDENTIALS AND ADVANCING THEIR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

6. LEGAL FrRAMEWORK AND COMPLIANCE FOR ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSES

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT GOVERNING PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE IN ILLINOIS. |T COVERS
LICENSURE LAWS, DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE ISSUES. THE BOOK IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR
THERAPISTS WHO WANT TO UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER |LLINOIS STATUTES.

7. EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS FOR ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSURE

TARGETED AT STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE IN [LLINOIS. |T
DISCUSSES ACCREDITED PROGRAMS, COURSEWORK, CLINICAL EXPERIENCES, AND CREDENTIAL VERIFICATION. READERS WILL GAIN
INSIGHT INTO HOW EDUCATION ALIGNS WITH STATE LICENSURE CRITERIA.

8. ILLiNoIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSURE FA () AND RESOURCE MANUAL

THIS MANUAL COMPILES FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT LICENSURE IN [LLINOIS, PROVIDING CLEAR AND CONCISE
ANSWERS. |T ALSO LISTS IMPORTANT CONTACTS, WEBSITES, AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR APPLICANTS AND LICENSED
THERAPISTS. THE FORMAT MAKES IT EASY TO FIND QUICK INFORMATION ON COMMON LICENSING CONCERNS.

Q. ETHICS AND PROFESSIONALISM IN ILLINOIS PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSING

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE ETHICAL STANDARDS EXPECTED OF LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPISTS IN ILLINOIS. |T EXAMINES CASE
STUDIES, PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT CODES, AND THE IMPACT OF ETHICS ON THE LICENSING PROCESS. THE CONTENT HELPS
PRACTITIONERS UPHOLD INTEGRITY AND PROFESSIONALISM THROUGHOUT THEIR CAREERS.
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students, educators, and practitioners, Professional Ethics in Athletic Training: Practicing and
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principles across the career span of an athletic training professional. Esteemed authors Gretchen A.
Schlabach and Kimberly S. Peer explain the necessity of practicing and leading with integrity across
one’s athletic training career. The text explores issues related to cultural competence and
professional behavior as well as ethical leadership and decision-making skills that both inform and
transcend the athletic training profession. Each chapter is accompanied by frameworks that lead to
both analysis and awareness of legal statutes, ethical principles, regulatory practice acts, and
professional practice standards that encourage responsible reasoning and conduct. Contemporary
journal articles can also be found in every chapter to help readers make connections between
content and clinical practice. The text also includes assessment tools, sample models for ethical
decision making, writing about moral issues, and sample course design and delivery for teaching
ethics. Included in the instructor’s materials are nearly 50 cases to promote critical thinking as well
as learning activities for each chapter. Included with the text are online supplemental materials for
faculty use in the classroom. Covering all levels of ethical practice—from the entry-level student to
the experienced athletic trainer—Professional Ethics in Athletic Training synthesizes and integrates
ethical theory and practical application for those who practice and lead with integrity.
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the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
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illinois physical therapy license requirements: Physical Therapy Directors' Conference ,
1973

illinois physical therapy license requirements: Problems in Health Care Law John E.
Steiner, 2014 Rev. ed. of: Problems in health care law / Robert D. Miller. 9th ed. c2006.
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