
i have a dream rhetorical analysis

i have a dream rhetorical analysis offers a profound exploration of one of
the most iconic speeches in American history, delivered by Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. This analysis delves into the rhetorical strategies and devices that
make the speech compelling and memorable. By examining the use of ethos,
pathos, and logos, as well as imagery, repetition, and metaphor, this article
reveals how King effectively communicated his vision for racial equality and
justice. The speech’s historical context and its enduring impact are also
discussed to provide a comprehensive understanding. This article serves as an
essential resource for students, educators, and anyone interested in
rhetoric, civil rights, or persuasive communication. The following sections
will break down the key rhetorical elements and their significance in shaping
the speech’s message and legacy.

Historical Context of the “I Have a Dream” Speech

Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Authority

Pathos: Emotional Appeals to Inspire and Mobilize

Logos: Logical Arguments for Justice and Equality

Rhetorical Devices and Language Techniques

Impact and Legacy of the Speech

Historical Context of the “I Have a Dream”
Speech
Understanding the historical context is essential for a thorough i have a
dream rhetorical analysis. Delivered on August 28, 1963, during the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, this speech emerged amidst the Civil Rights
Movement, a pivotal era in American history marked by systemic racial
segregation and widespread discrimination against African Americans. The
speech was designed to address the urgent need for civil rights legislation
and social change. By situating the speech within this turbulent historical
backdrop, it becomes clear why King’s message resonated deeply and helped
galvanize public support for equality.



Ethos: Establishing Credibility and Authority
Ethos is a critical component of the i have a dream rhetorical analysis,
highlighting how Martin Luther King Jr. establishes his credibility as a
leader and a moral authority. King’s background as a Baptist minister and a
prominent civil rights activist lends inherent ethos to his speech.
Throughout the address, he references foundational American documents such as
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, aligning his message
with widely respected principles of justice and freedom. This alignment
reinforces his trustworthiness and appeals to the audience’s respect for
American ideals.

Use of Personal Authority
King’s calm, confident delivery and his role as a spiritual and community
leader position him as a credible figure. His references to shared religious
and cultural values create a sense of common ground with the audience,
further enhancing his ethos.

Appeals to American Ideals
By invoking the nation’s founding documents and principles, King casts
himself as a patriot advocating for the true realization of America’s
promises, thereby strengthening his ethical appeal.

Pathos: Emotional Appeals to Inspire and
Mobilize
Pathos plays a vital role in the i have a dream rhetorical analysis by
demonstrating how King’s speech evokes strong emotions to inspire hope,
urgency, and a shared vision. The speech is rich with vivid imagery and
emotive language designed to connect with listeners on a personal and
collective level. King’s repeated use of the phrase “I have a dream” serves
as a rhythmic and emotional anchor, painting a hopeful future free from
racial injustice.

Vivid Imagery and Metaphor
King employs powerful metaphors such as “the manacles of segregation” and
“the chains of discrimination” to evoke the pain and oppression experienced
by African Americans. These images create an emotional response that
underscores the moral urgency of the civil rights cause.



Repetition and Rhythm
The strategic repetition of key phrases not only reinforces the message but
also creates a musical rhythm that enhances emotional engagement and
memorability. This technique energizes the crowd and emphasizes the vision of
equality.

Logos: Logical Arguments for Justice and
Equality
The logical appeal, or logos, in the i have a dream rhetorical analysis
reveals how King constructs reasoned arguments to support his call for civil
rights. He presents a clear, rational case for dismantling segregation and
discrimination by highlighting the contradictions between American ideals and
the reality faced by African Americans. King appeals to logic by pointing out
the economic and social injustices that hinder national progress and unity.

Highlighting Contradictions
King exposes the inconsistency between the nation’s founding promises of
freedom and the ongoing oppression of Black citizens. This logical
contradiction serves as a foundation for his argument that change is not only
necessary but inevitable.

Call for Nonviolent Action
King logically advocates for peaceful protest and legal reform, emphasizing
that nonviolent resistance is the most effective and morally sound strategy
to achieve civil rights goals.

Rhetorical Devices and Language Techniques
The i have a dream rhetorical analysis also focuses on the variety of
rhetorical devices and language techniques that enhance the speech’s
persuasive power. King’s masterful use of these elements contributes to the
speech’s lasting impact and emotional resonance.

Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds to create rhythm and focus,
such as “sweltering summer” and “marvelous new militancy.”

Anaphora: Repetition of words or phrases at the beginning of successive
clauses, notably in the “I have a dream” passages.



Parallelism: Balanced sentence structures that enhance clarity and
emphasis, evident in phrases like “with this faith, we will be able to
work together, to pray together, to struggle together.”

Metaphor: Symbolic language that conveys deeper meanings, such as
comparing freedom to a “daybreak” or “light.”

Allusion: References to religious texts, patriotic songs, and historical
documents that resonate culturally and emotionally.

Impact and Legacy of the Speech
Finally, the i have a dream rhetorical analysis considers the profound impact
and enduring legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech. Beyond its immediate
effect on the Civil Rights Movement, the speech has become a timeless symbol
of hope and justice worldwide. It influenced legislation such as the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and continues to inspire
social justice movements today. The rhetorical mastery demonstrated in the
speech serves as a benchmark for effective public speaking and persuasive
communication.

Influence on Civil Rights Legislation
The speech helped galvanize political support for comprehensive civil rights
laws that aimed to end segregation and protect voting rights for African
Americans.

Enduring Symbol of Equality
King’s vision of racial harmony and justice remains a powerful reference
point in ongoing struggles for equality and human rights around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Martin Luther King Jr.'s
'I Have a Dream' speech?
The main purpose of Martin Luther King Jr.'s 'I Have a Dream' speech is to
advocate for civil rights and racial equality, inspiring hope and urging an
end to racism and segregation in America.



How does King use repetition as a rhetorical device
in 'I Have a Dream'?
King uses repetition, most notably the phrase 'I have a dream,' to emphasize
his vision for a racially just future and to create a rhythmic, memorable
impact that reinforces his message.

What role does imagery play in the 'I Have a Dream'
speech?
Imagery in the speech paints vivid pictures of freedom and equality, such as
children holding hands or justice rolling down like waters, helping listeners
visualize the dream of racial harmony.

How does King appeal to ethos in his speech?
King establishes ethos by referencing his role as a leader in the civil
rights movement, his commitment to nonviolence, and his invocation of
American ideals and religious values, which builds his credibility and moral
authority.

What emotional appeals are present in 'I Have a
Dream'?
King uses pathos by evoking emotions such as hope, urgency, and injustice,
appealing to the audience’s sense of empathy and moral duty to fight racial
discrimination.

How does King use allusion in his 'I Have a Dream'
speech?
King alludes to historical documents like the Declaration of Independence and
the Emancipation Proclamation, as well as biblical references, to connect his
message to widely respected texts and ideals.

What is the significance of the speech's structure
in 'I Have a Dream'?
The speech’s structure builds from a description of the current racial
injustices to a hopeful and inspiring vision of the future, culminating in
the repeated 'I have a dream' section, which creates a crescendo effect that
motivates the audience.

How does King's use of contrast enhance the



effectiveness of 'I Have a Dream'?
King uses contrast by highlighting the gap between America’s ideals and the
reality of racial injustice, such as freedom vs. oppression, which sharpens
the urgency of his call for change and underscores the need for equality.

Additional Resources
1. Rhetorical Mastery in Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” Speech
This book delves into the powerful rhetorical strategies employed by Martin
Luther King Jr. in his iconic speech. It analyzes the use of repetition,
metaphor, and emotional appeal that contribute to the speech’s enduring
impact. Readers gain insight into how King crafted his message to inspire and
mobilize the civil rights movement.

2. Words That Changed the World: A Rhetorical Analysis of Civil Rights
Speeches
Focusing on key speeches from the civil rights era, including “I Have a
Dream,” this book explores the linguistic techniques and persuasive devices
that shaped public opinion. The author examines ethos, pathos, and logos in
the context of historical and social change. It is a valuable resource for
understanding the power of rhetoric in activism.

3. Echoes of Hope: The Rhetoric of Martin Luther King Jr.
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of King’s rhetorical style, with a
particular emphasis on his most famous speeches. It highlights how King’s use
of biblical allusions and parallelism enhanced the emotional resonance of his
messages. The work is suitable for students and scholars interested in
rhetoric and social justice.

4. Speech as a Catalyst: Analyzing “I Have a Dream” and Its Impact
Examining the historical context and rhetorical elements of “I Have a Dream,”
this book discusses how the speech functioned as a catalyst for the civil
rights movement. It explores the interplay of language, audience, and
occasion in achieving persuasive power. The analysis includes detailed
breakdowns of key passages.

5. The Art of Persuasion: Rhetorical Techniques in Landmark Speeches
This collection includes a chapter dedicated to Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream,” providing a detailed rhetorical analysis alongside other
influential speeches. The book covers various persuasive strategies such as
repetition, imagery, and appeals to justice. It serves as a guide for
understanding and applying rhetorical principles.

6. Voices of Freedom: Rhetoric and Resistance in Civil Rights Oratory
Focusing on the broader scope of civil rights oratory, this book situates “I
Have a Dream” within a tradition of resistance rhetoric. It analyzes how
speakers used language to challenge oppression and inspire collective action.
The text offers critical perspectives on the effectiveness and legacy of
these speeches.



7. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”: A Linguistic and Rhetorical
Study
This scholarly work provides an in-depth linguistic and rhetorical analysis
of King’s speech, examining syntax, diction, and rhetorical devices. It
highlights how these elements work together to create a compelling and
memorable message. The book is ideal for readers interested in language and
communication studies.

8. Inspiring Change: The Rhetoric of Social Justice Speeches
Featuring “I Have a Dream” as a central case study, this book explores how
rhetoric is used to inspire social change. It discusses the construction of
ethos, the mobilization of pathos, and the logical framing of arguments.
Readers learn about the strategic use of language to influence public
attitudes and policy.

9. From Dream to Reality: The Power of Rhetoric in the Civil Rights Movement
This book traces the role of rhetoric in advancing civil rights, with a focus
on King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. It examines how the speech’s hopeful
vision combined with rhetorical skill to galvanize action. The narrative
connects linguistic analysis with historical outcomes, illustrating the
speech’s lasting significance.
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authors move the implementation of the CCSS for ELA from the abstract to the concrete by
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  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Attitudes and Persuasive Communication Prof. Dr. Bilal
Semih Bozdemir, Attitudes and Persuasive Communication Defining Attitudes: Components and
Functions Attitude Formation and Change Cognitive Dissonance: Resolving Inconsistencies
Persuasion Theories: ELM and HSM Compliance-Gaining Strategies Rhetorical Devices and
Persuasive Tactics Ethical Considerations in Persuasive Communication Conclusion and Key
Takeaways
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: The Art of Persuasive Communication: A
Comprehensive Guide to Rhetorical Strategies Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-10 Embark on an
enlightening journey through the captivating world of persuasion with The Art of Persuasive
Communication: A Comprehensive Guide to Rhetorical Strategies, a comprehensive guide to the art
of rhetorical strategies. This book delves into the depths of rhetoric, providing a thorough
exploration of its history, theories, and practical applications in diverse contexts. From the earliest
origins of rhetoric in ancient Greece and Rome to its evolution through medieval, Renaissance, and
contemporary eras, The Art of Persuasive Communication: A Comprehensive Guide to Rhetorical
Strategies traces the development of rhetorical thought and practice. Discover how influential
figures like Aristotle, Cicero, and Quintilian shaped the foundations of rhetoric, establishing the
principles and techniques that continue to resonate in modern communication. Delve into the
intricacies of rhetorical devices, exploring how language can be employed to persuade, inform, and
entertain audiences. Learn to wield the power of ethos, pathos, and logos to effectively convey your
message and connect with your listeners. Engage with case studies and examples that illustrate the
practical application of rhetorical strategies, gaining valuable insights into how to craft compelling
speeches, persuasive arguments, and impactful presentations. Explore specialized areas of rhetoric,
including epideictic, deliberative, forensic, narrative, and visual rhetoric. Understand the unique
characteristics and purposes of each type, and discover how they are employed in various settings,
from political arenas and courtrooms to advertising campaigns and social media interactions.
Uncover the complex relationship between rhetoric and technology, examining how digital media
and the internet have transformed rhetorical practice. Investigate the impact of social media
platforms, online forums, and virtual communication on the way we communicate and persuade
others. Gain insights into the challenges and opportunities presented by these technological
advancements. With its comprehensive coverage of rhetorical theory, history, and practice, The Art
of Persuasive Communication: A Comprehensive Guide to Rhetorical Strategies is an indispensable
resource for students, scholars, and practitioners seeking to master the art of persuasion. Whether
you aspire to become an effective public speaker, a skilled writer, or simply someone who wants to
communicate with greater impact, this book provides the knowledge and tools you need to excel. If
you like this book, write a review on google books!
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Handbook of Rhetorical Analysis John Franklin Genung,
1889
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Style Brian Ray, 2014-11-01 Style: An Introduction to
History, Theory, Research, and Pedagogy conducts an in-depth investigation into the long and
complex evolution of style in the study of rhetoric and writing. The theories, research methods, and
pedagogies covered here offer a conception of style as more than decoration or correctness—views
that are still prevalent in many college settings as well as in public discourse.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Reading, Writing, and Rhythm: Engaging
Content-Area Literacy Strategies Rosalie Fink, 2015-07-01 Rhythm, rhyme, and rap are powerful
hooks that spark students' interests and engage them in learning. This innovative resource provides
effective strategies for incorporating rhyme and rhythm-based activities and lessons into Language
Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Math instruction. Through the use of music, singing, student- and
teacher-created raps, Reader's Theater, Freeze Frames, and historical songs, students will develop
their literacy skills, master content-specific knowledge, and be more likely to retain information
while meeting standards goals.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Paul Ricoeur , 2006-04-06



  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: She Karoline M. Lewis, 2016-05-03 We are not all the
same. The time has come for us to honestly name the ways we are different and similar so that we
can serve together in unity, grace and trust. Women in ministry experience unique challenges in
their church settings which continue to hinder their vocational, professional, and personal success.
Women in ministry need a trusted and comprehensive resource not only to be able to survive but to
thrive in their places of call. She provides theoretical, theological, and practical frameworks and
strategies for flourishing as a woman in ministry and engages critical reflection on the practice of
ministry in light of current feminist theory, biblical interpretation, and experience. Covering
everything from biblical arguments for and against women in the church to what not to wear, this
book offers background information and tools for negotiating the many and varied issues that
woman in ministry face, including leadership, the authority and office of the clergy, and structures
and power in the church. A trusted and comprehensive resource for women in ministry, equipping
them to thrive in their places of call, and for the men who serve alongside them. For women in
ministry, one 'a-ha' moment after another spills from the pages of this book. Decades after
ordination opened for women in mainline churches, the struggle for acceptance and equality goes
on. This is an important book which narrates the deep costs of sexism and imagines a new form of
women's leadership rooted and grounded in authentic love and genuine hospitality. In telling the
truth about persistent sexism in the church, Karoline Lewis, paradoxically, blesses her readers with
hope. This hope emerges in naming the challenges for women leaders and then pointing the way
forward. - Leanne Van Dyk, President and Professor of Theology, Columbia Theological Seminary,
Decatur, GA
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Dialogue Impact Analysis Talia Mercer, AI, 2025-05-05
Dialogue Impact Analysis explores the significant role of spoken words in dramatic texts, arguing
that dialogue is not merely a tool for conveying plot, but a dynamic force that shapes character
development, escalates tension, and controls pacing. The book reveals how playwrights manipulate
audience perception through language, rhythm, and subtext, offering insights for both scholars and
theater practitioners. For example, the book analyzes how careful attention to speech acts can
construct a character's entire essence, while strategic pauses can dictate the rising tension of a
scene. The book progresses through three key sections, beginning with a theoretical framework that
draws upon linguistic theory, performance studies, and literary criticism. It then examines case
studies from classical Greek tragedy to contemporary plays, demonstrating how different
playwrights use dialogue to achieve specific dramatic effects within their social and historical
contexts. The final section offers practical applications for actors, directors, and playwrights,
providing strategies to embody characters, highlight tension, and create believable conversations.
This approach makes the book valuable for enhancing understanding of dramatic literature and
offering practical insights for those in the performing arts.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: RHETORIC NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-01-24 Note:
Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it



will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Dialogues, Dramas, and Emotions Robert
Perinbanayagam, 2023-03-22 Drawing ideas from the works of George Herbert Mead, Mikhail
Bakhtin, Kenneth Burke, and the American pragmatic philosophers, Dialogues, Dramas, and
Emotions: Essays in Interactionist Sociology argues that the verbal interactions of human agents are
characterized by addresses and rejoinders, which Bakhtin called dialogues. These moves conform to
what Burke called dramatism. Robert Perinbanayagam uses examples both from dramatic literature
and everyday conversations to demonstrate how everyday interactions are inescapably dramas,
conducted through the use of dialogues in order to promote mutual understanding. Along with
analyzing the dialogues themselves, the author also examines what comes to play in these
interactions and shows the various consequences of these emotionalities in ongoing human
relationships.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Prose Analysis Hugo Raines, AI, 2025-05-06 Prose
Analysis explores how stylistic elements and grammatical structures shape written communication.
The book argues that understanding these elements is crucial for both critical reading and effective
writing. By examining syntax, diction, imagery, and rhetorical devices, readers gain insights into
how authors manipulate language to influence perception and emotional response. For example, the
book dissects how sentence structure can establish rhythm and clarity, or how figurative language
can evoke powerful emotions. The book progresses systematically, first defining key terms and then
demonstrating how these elements interact to create specific tones. It analyzes how authors
manipulate sentence structure and pacing to control reader engagement and provides a framework
for independent textual analysis. Through close reading techniques applied to diverse texts, readers
learn to appreciate the artistry of skilled writers and improve their own ability to craft compelling
prose. It emphasizes a hands-on approach to textual analysis, bridging the gap between scientific
analysis and subjective interpretation.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: The Power and Freedom of Black Feminist and
Womanist Pedagogy Gary L. Lemons, , Cheryl R. Rodriguez, 2022-10-03 The Power and Freedom
of Black Feminist and Womanist Pedagogy: Still Woke celebrates and reaffirms the power of Black
feminist and womanist pedagogies and practices in university classrooms. Employing
autocritography (through personal reflection, research, and critical analysis), the contributors to the
volume boldly tell groundbreaking stories of their teaching experiences and their evolving
relationships to Black feminist and womanist theory and criticism. From their own unique
perspectives, each contributor views teaching as a life-changing collaborative and interactive
endeavor with students. Moreover, each of them envisions their pedagogical practice as a strategic
vehicle to transport the legacy of struggles for liberating, social justice and transformative change in
the U.S. and globally. Firmly grounded in Black feminist and womanist theory and practice, this
book honors the herstorical labor of Black women and women of color intellectual activists who have
unapologetically held up the banner of freedom in academia.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Purpose, Practice, and Pedagogy in Rhetorical
Criticism Jim A. Kuypers, 2014-02-07 This edited volume fills a void in the literature concerning the
purpose, practice, and pedagogy associated with performing rhetorical criticism. Literature
regarding these issues—predominantly purpose—exists primarily as scattered journal articles and as
sections within chapters of textbooks on rhetorical criticism. This book brings together 15
established rhetorical critics, each of whom offers well thought out and argued opinion pieces that
stress the more personal nature of criticism. The purpose of this book is to serve as a disciplinary
resource, and as a teaching and learning aid. Accessibility across areas of expertise and experience
is stressed in this book. Critics range from junior faculty to emeritus, and represent a broad
spectrum of views on criticism. In this sense the book offers a snapshot of the views of a wide swath
of successfully practicing, contemporary rhetorical critics.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Omnibus IV Gene Edward Veith (Jr.), Douglas Wilson,
2009-12



  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Walk With Me Awhile M. Scott Campbell, 2011-03 An
intimate portrait of many of my best works from the last two decades: a collection of essays,
pictures, lyrics and poetry... The essays range all across the philosophical wheel: a math proof
attempt, discussions on metaphysics, sub-atomic physics, spirituality, sexuality, the dreaded modal
fallacy, metaphor theory, social protest theory, music theory, cognition theory, consumerism,
literature reviews, Project Management, Burkean pentad theory, visual censorship, and, well, many,
many more... The Poems are, as many of you might realize, fairly fluid and abstract -- and speak
truths from my heart and soul. Caveats: 1. I have been known to use the F word in some of my
poetry -- just sayin', you have been warned... 2. Some of my essays are extremely controversial, as I
tend to kick the elephant in the middle of the room from time to time... This would be a fantastic
piece to set on your coffee table (unless, of course, you expect young children of a reading age to
wander through unattended)...
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: What Writing Does and How It Does It Charles
Bazerman, Paul Prior, 2003-12-08 In What Writing Does and How It Does It, editors Charles
Bazerman and Paul Prior offer a sophisticated introduction to methods for understanding, studying,
and analyzing texts and writing practices. This volume addresses a variety of approaches to
analyzing texts, and considers the processes of writing, exploring textual practices and their
contexts, and examining what texts do and how texts mean rather than what they mean. Included
are traditional modes of analysis (rhetorical, literary, linguistic), as well as newer modes, such as
text and talk, genre and activity analysis, and intertextual analysis. The chapters have been
developed to provide answers to a specified set of questions, with each one offering: *a preview of
the chapter's content and purpose; *an introduction to basic concepts, referring to key theoretical
and research studies in the area; *details on the types of data and questions for which the analysis is
best used; *examples from a wide-ranging group of texts, including educational materials, student
writing, published literature, and online and electronic media; *one or more applied analyses, with a
clear statement of procedures for analysis and illustrations of a particular sample of data; and *a
brief summary, suggestions for additional readings, and a set of activities. The side-by-side
comparison of methods allows the reader to see the multi-dimensionality of writing, facilitating
selection of the best method for a particular research question. The volume contributors are experts
from linguistics, communication studies, rhetoric, literary analysis, document design,
sociolinguistics, education, ethnography, and cultural psychology, and each utilizes a specific mode
of text analysis. With its broad range of methodological examples, What Writing Does and How It
Does It is a unique and invaluable resource for advanced undergraduate and graduate students and
for researchers in education, composition, ESL and applied linguistics, communication, L1 and L2
learning, print media, and electronic media. It will also be useful in all social sciences and
humanities that place importance on texts and textual practices, such as English, writing, and
rhetoric.
  i have a dream rhetorical analysis: Oral Transmission and the Dream Narratives of Matthew
1–2 Alistair N. Shaw, 2019-10-10 The first Gospel has traditionally been considered a very Jewish
work. Recent scholarship has suggested some Hellenistic influence. The issue is explored in this
work with attention focused on the dream narratives of the first two chapters. An investigation is
carried out using a new methodology. The memory techniques used in an oral or semi-literate
society are explored. A search is made for such techniques in Matthew and these are then compared
with similar devices in a wide range of literature, Old Testament, contemporary Jewish, Greek and
Roman. The intention is that literary practice should help to clarify the cultural setting in which
Matthew functions. This is a work which will interest New Testament scholars with a focus on
Gospel studies and oral transmission. It may also appeal to some classical scholars or those with a
specialized interest in Josephus.
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