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i have a dream speech plagiarized has been a subject of controversy and
debate among historians, scholars, and the general public. The iconic speech
delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the 1963 March on Washington
is considered one of the most influential addresses in American history.
However, questions have arisen about whether portions of the speech were
borrowed or inspired by earlier works, leading to discussions about
originality and plagiarism. This article explores the background of the
speech, allegations of plagiarism, comparisons with other speeches and
writings, and the broader implications of these claims. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the complexities behind the accusations and
the historical context in which the speech was created.
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Background of the "I Have a Dream" Speech
The "I Have a Dream" speech, delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on
August 28, 1963, during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, is a
landmark moment in the civil rights movement. King’s address called for an
end to racism, racial segregation, and discrimination in the United States,
advocating for equality and justice. The speech was delivered on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial to more than 250,000 people and has since become a
symbol of peaceful resistance and hope for racial harmony.

The speech was not written in isolation; it was the product of King's long
involvement with civil rights activism and his deep knowledge of religious
texts, American history, and African American heritage. This rich tapestry of
influences has led to scrutiny regarding the originality of his words,
particularly the famous refrain "I have a dream."



Allegations of Plagiarism
Over the years, some critics and researchers have suggested that parts of the
"I Have a Dream" speech may have been plagiarized or heavily inspired by
earlier speeches and writings. These allegations focus primarily on the
repetition of certain phrases, thematic elements, and rhetorical devices that
resemble those used by other orators and authors.

Accusations of plagiarism in this context do not necessarily imply malicious
intent but raise questions about the nature of inspiration and originality in
rhetorical works. Some of the key points of contention include:

Use of biblical references and language that echoes sermons and
religious speeches.

Similarities to civil rights speeches by other leaders such as Archibald
Carey and Mahalia Jackson.

Borrowing from African American spirituals and folk traditions.

Incorporation of themes from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and
the Declaration of Independence.

Sources and Inspirations Behind the Speech
The "I Have a Dream" speech draws from a diverse array of sources that
influenced Dr. King’s rhetoric and message. Understanding these influences
helps contextualize the allegations of plagiarism and highlights the
collaborative nature of oratory traditions.

Biblical and Religious Texts
Dr. King, a Baptist minister, frequently incorporated biblical language into
his speeches. The use of prophetic and poetic elements from the Bible is
evident throughout the "I Have a Dream" speech. Phrases such as "let freedom
ring" and references to "every valley shall be exalted" are inspired by
scriptures, reflecting a long-standing tradition of religious rhetoric
serving as a foundation for civil rights advocacy.

Earlier Civil Rights Leaders and Orators
Many speeches delivered before the 1963 March on Washington contained themes
of freedom, justice, and equality. Leaders like Archibald Carey, whose 1952
speech at the Republican National Convention included the phrase "Let freedom
ring," influenced King’s language. Additionally, gospel singer Mahalia
Jackson's encouragement reportedly prompted King to depart from his prepared



text and deliver the iconic "I have a dream" section extemporaneously.

American Founding Documents
The speech references foundational American texts such as the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution, particularly the promise of equality and
unalienable rights. King’s framing of civil rights as a fulfillment of
America’s original ideals serves as a powerful rhetorical strategy, linking
present struggles to the nation's heritage.

Comparison with Other Historical Speeches
Comparative analysis reveals several parallels between the "I Have a Dream"
speech and other significant orations in history. These comparisons have
fueled debates about originality and influence in public speaking.

Archibald Carey’s 1952 Speech
Archibald Carey Jr., a civil rights activist and politician, delivered a
speech in 1952 that included the phrase "Let freedom ring from every
mountainside." This line closely resembles King's repeated call in his 1963
address. The similarity has been cited as evidence that King borrowed from
Carey’s earlier rhetoric.

Frederick Douglass' "What to the Slave Is the Fourth
of July?"
Douglass' powerful 1852 speech addresses themes of liberty and justice for
African Americans. While stylistically different, some thematic echoes in
King’s speech underscore a tradition of civil rights oratory that builds upon
previous voices.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
Elements of the Gettysburg Address, such as the emphasis on a "new birth of
freedom," are mirrored in King’s speech. This connection situates King’s
message within a broader American narrative of democracy and equality.

Impact and Legacy Despite Controversies
Regardless of the plagiarism allegations, the "I Have a Dream" speech remains
a seminal moment in American history. Its impact on the civil rights movement



and American culture is profound and enduring. The speech galvanized support
for civil rights legislation and continues to inspire movements for justice
around the world.

The speech’s enduring power lies in its delivery, emotional resonance, and
the historical moment it captured. Even critics acknowledge that King’s
ability to synthesize various influences into a compelling call for justice
was a remarkable achievement.

Understanding Plagiarism in Historical Context
Modern definitions of plagiarism emphasize originality and proper
attribution, but historical speeches often relied on shared cultural,
religious, and rhetorical traditions. Public speakers commonly drew upon
well-known phrases, biblical passages, and patriotic texts to connect with
their audiences.

In this context, the question of whether the "I Have a Dream" speech was
plagiarized must be understood within the norms of mid-20th-century oratory.
Borrowing from shared sources was not only accepted but expected as part of
effective public speaking.

Rhetorical Traditions and Public Speaking
Orators have long employed repetition, allusion, and intertextuality as
persuasive devices. King's speech is exemplary of this tradition, weaving
together various elements to reinforce his message.

The Role of Inspiration vs. Plagiarism
Distinguishing between inspiration and plagiarism is complex, especially in
speeches rooted in cultural and religious heritage. King's speech exemplifies
how inspiration from prior works can culminate in a unique and powerful
expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

Was Martin Luther King Jr.'s 'I Have a Dream' speech
plagiarized?
There is no credible evidence that Martin Luther King Jr.'s 'I Have a Dream'
speech was plagiarized. It is considered an original and iconic piece of
American rhetoric.



Are there parts of the 'I Have a Dream' speech that
were influenced by other speeches?
Yes, Martin Luther King Jr. was inspired by earlier speeches and religious
texts, including those by Abraham Lincoln and sermons by other civil rights
leaders, but this is common in oratory and does not constitute plagiarism.

Has anyone accused Martin Luther King Jr. of
plagiarizing his 'I Have a Dream' speech?
There have been no serious or credible accusations claiming that Martin
Luther King Jr. plagiarized his 'I Have a Dream' speech. It remains a
hallmark of original civil rights advocacy.

What sources did Martin Luther King Jr. draw from
for his 'I Have a Dream' speech?
King drew from the Bible, American historical documents like the Declaration
of Independence, and his own experiences with the civil rights movement,
blending these influences into a unique and powerful message.

Why do some people question the originality of the
'I Have a Dream' speech?
Some people question the originality due to the speech's use of common
rhetorical devices and themes found in earlier speeches, but these are
standard practices in public speaking and do not imply plagiarism.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of a Dream: The Controversy Behind MLK's Speech
This book explores the debates and allegations surrounding the originality of
Martin Luther King Jr.'s iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. Through historical
documents and expert analyses, it delves into claims of plagiarism and the
broader context of civil rights rhetoric. Readers gain insight into how
speeches influence and borrow from each other in social movements.

2. Borrowed Words: The Origins of Famous Speeches
"Borrowed Words" investigates several renowned speeches throughout history,
including MLK's "I Have a Dream," focusing on instances where speakers drew
inspiration or directly borrowed language from predecessors. The book
presents a nuanced discussion about creativity, influence, and intellectual
property in oratory.

3. Shadows of the Dream: Uncovering the Truth Behind MLK’s Speech
This investigative work looks into claims that elements of the "I Have a
Dream" speech were not entirely original, tracing their roots and examining



the role of collaborators like Stanley Levison. It offers a balanced view of
the complexities involved in speechwriting and historical memory.

4. Plagiarism or Inspiration? The Making of 'I Have a Dream'
Focusing on the thin line between inspiration and plagiarism, this book
analyzes the textual and historical evidence related to the crafting of MLK's
speech. It challenges readers to consider how cultural and political contexts
shape the creation and reception of powerful rhetoric.

5. Voices in the Dream: The Collective Creation of Civil Rights Rhetoric
This title highlights the collaborative nature of civil rights speeches,
emphasizing that the "I Have a Dream" speech was part of a larger tapestry of
voices and ideas. It discusses how speeches often reflect shared struggles
and collective memory rather than sole authorship.

6. The Dream and Its Discontents: Controversies Over MLK’s Landmark Speech
Exploring the controversies and criticisms that have emerged since the
delivery of the "I Have a Dream" speech, this book addresses accusations of
plagiarism and the implications for MLK's legacy. It provides context on how
such disputes affect historical narratives.

7. From Sermon to Speech: Tracing the Influences on MLK’s 'I Have a Dream'
This book traces the religious and rhetorical influences that shaped the
speech, including earlier sermons and speeches by other leaders. It offers
readers a detailed look at how ideas evolve and are adapted in the service of
social change.

8. The Rhetoric of Dreams: Intellectual Property and Civil Rights Speeches
Delving into the legal and ethical questions of authorship and intellectual
property, this book examines the civil rights era's speeches with a focus on
the "I Have a Dream" address. It discusses how the concepts of originality
and ownership apply in the realm of public oratory.

9. Unveiling the Dream: A Critical Analysis of the "I Have a Dream" Speech’s
Origins
This critical analysis presents various perspectives on the speech’s
composition, including the roles of ghostwriters and earlier texts. It
encourages readers to reflect on the complexities of authorship and the power
of collective storytelling in historical movements.
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  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Research in Information Studies W. Bernard Lukenbill,
2012-04-11 Research is integrated into the whole fabric of modern-day society and culture. It affects
our lives in so many waysfrom finding a job to knowing how to manage our health. Information
studies designed to understand this array of information encompasses a wide expanse of disciplines.
Many of these areas draw their philosophical and research bases from a mixture of disciplines within
the social sciences and the humanities. This book takes a holistic view of these diverse areas and
shows how they are united through the common thread of enhancing our knowledge of and
understanding the world in which we all live.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Theologies and Moral Concern Paul Gottfried,
2018-04-24 This is the twenty-ninth volume in This World, a series on religion and public affairs. It
focuses on theological and moral questions of deep significance for our time. The lines of division
separating secular and religious outlooks, modernity and postmodernism, and romantic and classical
styles of thought are some of the topics treated in this volume. Additional features are an exchange
of opinions and a position paper intended to generate further discussion. This ongoing series of
volumes seeks to provide a wide-ranging forum for differing views on religious and ethical
considerations. Theologies and Moral Concern include the following major contributions:
Distinctions of Power: How Church and State Divide America by Brian Mitchell; Beyond the
Impasses: Making Moral Sense of Abortion by Anthony Matteo; Are Religions Ever Traditional by
Jacob Neusner; Philosophical Issues in Darwinian Theory by Kenneth T. Gallagher; Monotheism and
Skepticism by Aryeh Botwinick; Defining Romantic Theology by Gerhard Spiegler; and The YMCA
and Suburban America by Clifford Putney. In addition, the volume features a dialogue between
Michael A. Weinstein and Paul Gottfried on what constitutes the proper role for liberal arts
education in contemporary American society as well as a position paper titled The Pitfalls of Political
Correctness by Lawrence Nannery. Theologies and Moral Concern is part of an annual survey of
religion and public life which aims to provide relevant information and ideas about significant issues
of the day. It is directly pertinent to understanding the connection between religion and the state.
This particular volume, coming at a time of intense public scrutiny of fundamentalism, evangelicism,
and new religious movements generally, should have special appeal for political scientists, American
studies specialists, sociologists, and those involved in the creation of public policy.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Trump is F*cking Crazy Keith Olbermann, 2017-10-17
Witty, acerbic, hard-hitting, and timely, Keith Olbermann's Donald Trump commentaries come
adapted from his hit GQ series The Resistance. Since Donald Trump's presidential nomination, Keith
Olbermann has emerged as one of the web's most popular anti-Trump screedists—each installment
of his GQ web series The Resistance receives nearly four million views, and his fiercely progressive
monologues have garnered a new generation of fans and followers. In TRUMP IS F*CKING CRAZY,
Olbermann takes our Commander in Chief and his politics apart with journalistic acuity and his
classic in-your-face humor. With more than 50 individual essays adapted from his GQ commentaries,
including new up-to-the-minute material, TRUMP IS F*CKING CRAZY is essential reading for
concerned citizens who—like Olbermann—refuse to normalize or accept our new political reality.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: The Little Book of Plagiarism Richard A. Posner,
2009-03-12 A concise, lively, and bracing exploration of an issue bedeviling our cultural
landscape–plagiarism in literature, academia, music, art, and film–by one of our most influential and
controversial legal scholars. Best-selling novelists J. K. Rowling and Dan Brown, popular historians
Doris Kearns Goodwin and Stephen Ambrose, Harvard law professor Charles Ogletree, first novelist
Kaavya Viswanathan: all have rightly or wrongly been accused of plagiarism–theft of intellectual
property–provoking widespread media punditry. But what exactly is plagiarism? How has the
meaning of this notoriously ambiguous term changed over time as a consequence of historical and
cultural transformations? Is the practice on the rise, or just more easily detectable by technological
advances? How does the current market for expressive goods inform our own understanding of
plagiarism? Is there really such a thing as “cryptomnesia,” the unconscious, unintentional
appropriation of another’s work? What are the mysterious motives and curious excuses of



plagiarists? What forms of punishment and absolution does this “sin” elicit? What is the good in
certain types of plagiarism? Provocative, insightful, and extraordinary for its clarity and
forthrightness, The Little Book of Plagiarism is an analytical tour de force in small, the work of “one
of the top twenty legal thinkers in America” (Legal Affairs), a distinguished jurist renowned for his
adventuresome intellect and daring iconoclasm.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: AIM Report Accuracy in Media, inc, 2003
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: The United States Vs. Santa Claus Brian Sack, Jack
Helmuth, 2013-11-05 A crazy idea from Glenn Beck made funny and coherent by writers--Cover.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Forensic Linguistics John Olsson, 2008-03-31 First
published in 2004, John Olsson's practical introduction to Forensic Linguistics has become required
reading for courses on this new and expanding branch of applied linguistics. This second edition has
been revised and updated throughout, and includes new chapters on language in the justice system,
forensic transcription, and expanded information on forensic phonetics. The book includes an
appendix of forensic texts for student study, exercises and suggestions for further reading. This
unique, hands-on introduction to Forensic Linguistics, based on Olsson's extensive experience as a
practising forensic linguist, is essential reading for students, and researchers encountering this
branch of applied linguistics for the first time.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: The Third Coast Thomas L. Dyja, 2013-04-18 Winner of
the Chicago Tribune‘s 2013 Heartland Prize A critically acclaimed history of Chicago at mid-century,
featuring many of the incredible personalities that shaped American culture Before air travel
overtook trains, nearly every coast-to-coast journey included a stop in Chicago, and this flow of
people and commodities made it the crucible for American culture and innovation. In luminous
prose, Chicago native Thomas Dyja re-creates the story of the city in its postwar prime and explains
its profound impact on modern America—from Chess Records to Playboy, McDonald’s to the
University of Chicago. Populated with an incredible cast of characters, including Mahalia Jackson,
Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Chuck Berry, Sun Ra, Simone de Beauvoir, Nelson Algren, Gwendolyn
Brooks, Studs Turkel, and Mayor Richard J. Daley, The Third Coast recalls the prominence of the
Windy City in all its grandeur.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Political Rhetoric, Social Media, and American
Presidential Campaigns Janet Johnson, 2020-12-10 Political Rhetoric, Social Media, and American
Presidential Campaigns explores how social media influenced presidential campaign rhetoric. The
author discusses media use in American presidential campaigns as well as social media campaigns
for Barack Obama, Mitt Romney, Hillary Clinton, and Donald Trump. This book addresses how
presidential candidates adapted their rhetorical performances for newspapers, radios, television,
and the Internet. Scholars of rhetoric and political communication will find this book particularly
useful.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Connected Newsletter , 2003
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Reclaiming the Black Past Pero Dagbovie, 2018-11-13
In this information overloaded twenty-first century, it seems impossible to fully discern or explain
how we know about the past. But two things are certain. Whether we are conscious of it or not, we
all think historically on a routine basis. And our perceptions of history, including African American
history, have not necessarily been shaped by professional historians. In this wide-reaching and
timely book, Pero Gaglo Dagbovie argues that public knowledge and understanding of black history,
including its historical icons, has been shaped by institutions and individuals outside academic ivory
towers. Drawing on a range of compelling examples, Dagbovie explores how, in the twenty-first
century, African American history is regarded, depicted, and juggled by diverse and contesting
interpreters-from museum curators to film-makers, entertainers, politicians, journalists, and
bloggers. Underscoring the ubiquitous nature of African American history in contemporary American
thought and culture, each chapter unpacks how black history has been represented and
remembered primarily during the Age of Obama, the so-called era of post-racial American society.
Reclaiming the Black Past: The Use and Misuse of African American History in the 21st Century is



Dagbovie's contribution to expanding how we understand African American history during the new
millennium.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: The Journal of Social, Political and Economic Studies ,
1981
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: The Common Review , 2001
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Ethics in Human Communication Richard L.
Johannesen, Kathleen S. Valde, Karen E. Whedbee, 2008-01-09 Broad in scope, yet precise in
exposition, the Sixth Edition of this highly acclaimed ethics text has been infused with new insights
and updated material. Richard Johannesen and new coauthors Kathleen Valde and Karen Whedbee
provide a thorough, comprehensive overview of philosophical perspectives and communication
contexts, pinpointing and explicating ethical issues unique to human communication. Chief among
the authors objectives are to: provide classic and contemporary perspectives for making ethical
judgments about human communication; sensitize communication participants to essential ethical
issues in the human communication process; illuminate complexities and challenges involved in
making evaluations of communication ethics; and offer ideas for becoming more discerning
evaluators of others communication. Provocative questions and illustrative case studies stimulate
reflexive thinking and aid readers in developing their own approach to communication ethics. A
comprehensive list of resources spotlights books, scholarly articles, videos, and Web sites useful for
further research or personal exploration.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Reality's Pen Thomas D. Rush, 2012-10-02 Reality's Pen
portrays the Eastside of Asheboro, NC as a mother who provides a safe cocoon filled with neighborly
concern and care. This location, aka The Hill, is a place of magic, with a sense of community
pervading the air. This comfortable milieu flung author Thomas D. Rush out into the world like a
cultural arrow aimed at intriguing future events. From a 1989 one-on-one, prophetic conversation
with the first African-American President of the United States, to a mystical revelation from a
mentor to Martin Luther King, Jr., Reality's Pen provides a mesmerizing tapestry of reflections. Rush
includes his timely residence in celebratory Chicago, along with an enticing view of fellow North
Carolinian Michael Jordan, as Jordan led his Chicago Bulls to their first NBA championship.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Bloom's How to Write about William Shakespeare Paul
Gleed, 2009 A practical resource guide for writing essays on William Shakespeare, with advice for
students designed to help them develop their analytical skills and understand Shakespeare's works.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Sermonic Power of
Public Discourse Carolyn Calloway-Thomas, John Louis Lucaites, 2005-07-10 Critical studies of the
range of King’s public discourse as forms of sermonic rhetoric The nine essays in this volume offer
critical studies of the range of King’s public discourse as forms of sermonic rhetoric. They focus on
five diverse and relative short examples from King’s body of work: “Death of Evil on the Seashore,”
“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” “I Have a Dream,” “A Time to Break Silence,” and “I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop.” Taken collectively, these five works span both the duration of King’s career as a
public advocate but also represent the broad scope of his efforts to craft and project a persuasive
vision a beloved community that persists through time.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Freedom Faith Courtney Pace, 2019-06-15 Freedom Faith
is the first full-length critical study of Rev. Dr. Prathia Laura Ann Hall (1940–2002), an undersung
leader in both the civil rights movement and African American theology. Freedom faith was the
central concept of Hall’s theology: the belief that God created humans to be free and assists and
equips those who work for freedom. Hall rooted her work simultaneously in social justice, Christian
practice, and womanist thought. Courtney Pace examines Hall’s life and philosophy, particularly
through the lens of her civil rights activism, her teaching career, and her ministry as a womanist
preacher. Moving along the trajectory of Hall’s life and civic service, Freedom Faith focuses on her
intellectual and theological development and her radiating influence on such figures as Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Marian Wright Edelman, and the early generations of womanist scholars. Hall was
one of the first women ordained in the American Baptist Churches, USA, was the pastor of Mt.



Sharon Baptist Church in Philadelphia, and in later life joined the faculty at the Boston University
School of Theology as the Martin Luther King Chair in Social Ethics. In activism and ministry, Hall
was a pioneer, fusing womanist thought with Christian ethics and visions of social justice.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: A Racial Crime Mel Ayton, 2005 A Racial Crime is the first
full account of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s mur-der based on the FBI MURKIN files, the 1976-1979
House Select Committee on Assassinations investigation, the 2000 US Justice Department Report,
the 1998 Memphis Attorney General's investigation, and the previously classified James Earl Ray
Scotland Yard file. The book is an investigation into the circumstances of the assassination, the
evidence against the convicted assassin, James Earl Ray, and a review of the conspiracy theories
which have been promoted for over thirty years. For the first time documentary evidence is
presented which establishes the truth about: Why James Earl Ray protested his innocence from the
time of his arrest, his true motives in the assassination, along with the first criminal profile of the
assassin based upon handwriting analysis. The FBI examination of the getaway car and the truth
about the mysteri-ous cigarette ashes found in the car's ashtray. Ray's criminal activities in London
basedon his previously classified Scot-land Yard file. The original file was released to the author in
2000, and has never been previously seen outside Government investigatory bodies. The 1999 trial
in which the jury concluded a Mafia/FBI/US Army con-spiracy had existed in the Martin Luther King
killing. Allegations made by an ex-FBI agent who purported to have evidence proving the existence
of a conspiracy.
  i have a dream speech plagiarized: Economic Ironies Throughout History Michael Szenberg,
L. Ramrattan, 2014-12-04 Economics for Alfred Marshall, the last of the classical economists, is
concerned with activities in the ordinary business of life. In that milieu, we find conflicts and chaotic
behavior among people, firms, and countries, which make them conduct their affairs in different,
and sometimes, ironic ways. Economic Ironies Throughout History explores, explains, predicts, and
harnesses these ironies for economists and scholars alike. Szenberg and Ramrattan distill their core
economic ironies from a vast history of philosophy and literature that applies to economic thought.
They include philosophical, psychological, literary and linguistic discussions and the personalities
behind those ideas such as Socrates, Kierkegaard, Hume, Freud, Jung, Saussure, and Barthes. This
book is ideal for economists as well as scholars across the business, social science, and humanities
fields.
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