
front loading in politics

front loading in politics refers to the strategic scheduling of primary elections and caucuses earlier in the
election calendar, particularly in the context of U.S. presidential primaries. This phenomenon has significant
implications for political campaigns, voter influence, and the overall election process. By concentrating
early contests, front loading can shape candidate momentum, media coverage, and fundraising efforts. It also
raises questions about fairness and representation, as states with earlier primaries may exert
disproportionate influence on the nomination outcome. This article explores the origins, effects, advantages,
and criticisms of front loading in politics. Additionally, it examines how front loading impacts the
democratic process and the strategies employed by political actors in response to these scheduling shifts.
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The Origins and Evolution of Front Loading in Politics
The concept of front loading in politics emerged as states sought to increase their influence in the
presidential nominating process. Historically, the primary calendar was spread over several months,
allowing candidates to campaign extensively across different regions. However, starting in the late 20th
century, many states began moving their primaries and caucuses earlier to gain greater media attention and
political relevance. This trend accelerated as states competed to become early "kingmakers" in the
nomination process.

Historical Context
Before the 1970s, party nominees were often selected by party elites at conventions rather than through a
series of primaries. The introduction of more widespread primary elections democratized the process but
also led to increased competition among states to hold early contests. The 1972 and 1976 election cycles saw
the rise of prominent early states like Iowa and New Hampshire. By the 1980s and 1990s, states
increasingly shifted their primaries forward, leading to the phenomenon known as front loading.



Key Factors Driving Front Loading
Several factors have contributed to the rise of front loading in politics:

Media attention: Early primaries receive disproportionate coverage, influencing voter perceptions
nationwide.

Candidate momentum: Winning early contests can provide a boost in fundraising and support.

State influence: States moving their primaries earlier aim to increase their political power.

Party rules and calendar flexibility: The lack of strict national scheduling allows states to select dates
strategically.

Impacts of Front Loading on Political Campaigns
Front loading in politics significantly affects the strategies and operations of political campaigns. Candidates
must adapt their resources and messaging to perform well in early states, often focusing disproportionately
on a few key contests. This shift impacts fundraising, voter outreach, and media strategies, altering the
dynamics of the nomination race.

Resource Allocation and Campaign Strategy
With front loading, candidates face increased pressure to invest heavily in early states, sometimes at the
expense of later contests. Campaigns often concentrate their ground game, advertisements, and candidate
appearances in front-loaded states, aiming to secure early victories that can create a bandwagon effect.

Fundraising and Media Coverage
Success in front-loaded primaries can dramatically enhance a candidate's fundraising capabilities and attract
national media attention. Conversely, poor performance early on may lead to reduced financial support and
diminished visibility, sometimes forcing candidates to withdraw prematurely.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Front Loading
The practice of front loading carries both benefits and drawbacks for the political system. Understanding
these pros and cons is essential to evaluating its overall impact on democracy and electoral fairness.



Advantages of Front Loading

Increased voter engagement: Early contests can generate excitement and participation.

Efficient nomination process: Front loading can shorten the primary calendar, reducing campaign
costs.

Clearer front-runner emergence: Early results help clarify the leading candidate, potentially
unifying the party sooner.

Disadvantages of Front Loading

Disproportionate influence: Early states may not represent the broader electorate, skewing the
nomination process.

Voter fatigue: Concentrated scheduling can overwhelm voters and reduce thoughtful decision-
making.

Barriers to lesser-known candidates: Front loading favors candidates with substantial early resources
and name recognition.

Front Loading and Voter Influence
Front loading in politics reshapes how voters impact the nomination process. The timing of primaries
influences voter turnout, engagement, and the weight of individual votes. These factors collectively
determine the democratic legitimacy of the process.

Voter Turnout and Participation
Early primaries often see higher voter turnout due to increased media attention and campaign activity.
However, states with later primaries may experience voter disengagement if the nomination appears
decided prematurely. This imbalance can reduce the representativeness of the overall nominating process.



Representation and Equity Concerns
Critics argue that front loading privileges certain demographics and regions, particularly those in early
states that tend to be less diverse. This can limit the diversity of candidate support and policy focus,
potentially alienating broader segments of the electorate.

Strategies and Responses to Front Loading
Political parties, candidates, and states have developed various strategies and responses to mitigate or
capitalize on front loading in politics. These approaches aim to balance influence, improve fairness, and
optimize campaign effectiveness.

Party Rule Adjustments
National party committees have occasionally attempted to regulate the primary calendar to discourage
excessive front loading. These measures include penalties for states that schedule primaries too early and
efforts to create regional primary clusters.

Candidate Campaign Adaptations
Candidates tailor their campaign strategies to front loading by prioritizing early state organization, building
rapid fundraising networks, and focusing messaging to appeal to early voters. Some campaigns also invest in
data analytics to identify key voter segments within front-loaded states.

State-Level Tactics
States continue to weigh the benefits of early scheduling against the potential drawbacks. Some states form
regional alliances to share influence, while others reconsider their calendar placement to maximize their
impact without contributing to front loading's negative effects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is front loading in politics?
Front loading in politics refers to the practice of scheduling state primary elections and caucuses earlier in
the election calendar to gain greater influence in selecting party nominees.



Why do states engage in front loading during primary elections?
States engage in front loading to increase their political relevance and influence by holding their primaries
earlier, attracting candidate attention, media coverage, and boosting voter turnout.

How does front loading affect presidential primary elections?
Front loading can lead to a compressed primary calendar, giving early states disproportionate influence in
shaping the momentum and viability of presidential candidates.

What are some criticisms of front loading in politics?
Critics argue that front loading diminishes the voice of later-voting states, rushes the nomination process,
and may disadvantage lesser-known or underfunded candidates.

Which states are known for front loading their primaries?
States like Iowa, New Hampshire, South Carolina, and Nevada traditionally hold early primaries or
caucuses, while some others have moved their primaries earlier to front load.

How has front loading impacted voter engagement in primaries?
Front loading can increase voter engagement in early states due to heightened media attention but may
reduce participation in later states if the nomination seems decided.

What reforms have been proposed to address the issues caused by front
loading?
Proposals include implementing a national primary day, rotating regional primaries, or enforcing stricter
scheduling rules to balance influence among states.

Does front loading benefit any particular type of candidate?
Front loading tends to benefit well-funded, well-known candidates who can quickly build momentum and
campaign effectively in multiple early states.

How does front loading influence campaign strategies?
Candidates often focus resources and time on early primary states to gain momentum, which can determine
fundraising and media coverage for subsequent contests.



Additional Resources
1. Front-Loading Democracy: The Early Primaries and Their Impact
This book explores the phenomenon of front-loading in the U.S. presidential primary elections, where
states schedule their primaries earlier to gain more influence. It analyzes how this trend affects candidate
strategies, voter engagement, and overall election outcomes. The author also discusses potential reforms to
create a more balanced and fair primary calendar.

2. The Power Play: Front-Loading and Political Strategy
Focusing on the strategic dimension of front-loading, this book examines how political parties and
candidates use early primaries to build momentum. It delves into the implications for campaign financing,
media coverage, and voter perception. The book also offers a historical overview of front-loading trends and
their consequences.

3. Race to the Front: Front-Loading and the Modern Political Landscape
This work investigates the consequences of front-loading for the modern political landscape, emphasizing
its effects on voter turnout and candidate diversity. It highlights case studies from recent election cycles to
demonstrate how early primaries shape nomination battles. The author argues that front-loading can both
energize and distort the democratic process.

4. Front-Loading the Vote: How Early Primaries Shape Policy Agendas
This book connects front-loading with policy development by showing how early primary results
influence candidate platforms. It discusses how candidates tailor their messages to appeal to early-voting
states, often prioritizing regional issues. The text also considers the broader implications for national policy
debates and governance.

5. Breaking the Calendar: Reforming Front-Loading in American Politics
Addressing the challenges posed by front-loading, this book proposes various reforms to the primary
calendar. It evaluates alternative scheduling models, such as regional primaries or a national primary day,
and their potential effects on fairness and representation. The author advocates for changes that could
reduce the outsized influence of early states.

6. Front-Loading and Media Influence in Political Campaigns
This book examines the symbiotic relationship between front-loading and media coverage in shaping
political narratives. It discusses how early primaries attract disproportionate attention, influencing voter
perceptions and candidate viability. The analysis includes the role of social media platforms and traditional
news outlets.

7. The Front-Loading Dilemma: Voter Engagement and Electoral Equity
Exploring the tension between front-loading and voter engagement, this book assesses whether early
primaries help or hinder democratic participation. It reviews data on turnout, voter demographics, and
candidate accessibility. The author proposes solutions aimed at enhancing electoral equity across diverse
populations.



8. Strategic Front-Loading: Campaign Finance and Early Primaries
This book investigates how front-loading affects campaign finance dynamics, including fundraising and
spending patterns. It highlights the pressures candidates face to perform well early to secure donations and
endorsements. The text also considers regulatory challenges and transparency issues related to early
primary contests.

9. Front-Loading and the Future of Political Nominations
Looking ahead, this book speculates on the future of front-loading amid changing political and technological
landscapes. It discusses emerging trends, such as digital campaigning and voter mobilization efforts, that
may reshape the primary process. The author offers insights into how front-loading might evolve to better
serve democratic goals.
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  front loading in politics: An Essential Guide to American Politics and the American Political
System Kenneth L. Hill, 2012-07-31 An Essential Guide to American Politics and the American
Political System by Kenneth Hill clarifies many of the trends influencing American politics today. You
will find in this book a clear analysis of the underlying structure of the American political system,
emerging trends, and enduring problems. The book analyzes both continuity and change in
American politics and the interaction between the two. Voters, to take one example, now have
multiple sources to gather and evaluate political information. The result is often confusion rather
than better understanding. Policies adopted by nations around the world now impact the American
voter in both positive and negative ways. The policies of other nations now in part determine rates of
employment in the United States. The question of equality and equal opportunity has become
increasingly controversial as the gap between social classes continues to widen. Much more than in
the past, more Americans are now questioning the ability of the American political system to
successfully deal with current challenges. Americans are losing confidence in their leaders and
institutions. The optimism that has long been a characteristic of the American people is vanishing as
problems go unsolved often because of petty political differences. Our two political parties no longer
produce the leaders they once did. Kenneth Hills book is an essential guide to better understand the
challenges confronting the American political system---and the possibility of success or failure.
  front loading in politics: Primary Politics Elaine C. Kamarck, 2023-07-25 The 2024
presidential primaries are on the horizon and this fourth edition of Elaine Kamarck’s Primary Politics
will be there to help make sense of them. Updated to include the 2020 election, it will once again be
the guide to understanding the modern nominating system that gave the American electorate a
choice between Donald Trump and Joe Biden In Primary Politics, political insider Elaine Kamarck
explains how the presidential nomination process became the often baffling system we have today,
including the “robot rule.” Her focus is the largely untold story of how presidential candidates since
the early 1970s have sought to alter the rules in their favor and how their failures and successes
have led to even more change. She describes how candidates have sought to manipulate the
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sequencing of primaries to their advantage and how Iowa and New Hampshire came to dominate the
system. She analyzes the rules that are used to translate votes into delegates, paying special
attention to the Democrats’ twenty-year fight over proportional representation and some of its
arcana. Drawing on meticulous research, interviews with key figures in both parties, and years of
experience, this book explores one of the most important questions in American politics—how we
narrow the list of presidential candidates every four years.
  front loading in politics: The Rules and Politics of American Primaries Andrew E. Busch,
2019-11-08 Provides an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and political observers who want
a comprehensive picture of the past and present of the U.S. presidential nominating system across
every state. In 2020, the parties will again nominate their candidates for president. Those
nominations will play out in a complicated system of federal law, state law, national party rules,
state party rules, and informal norms that have developed over decades. This resource provides a
roadmap for understanding the rules of the game and the ways in which they impact elections and
politics across the United States. This reference work is organized in two parts. Part I consists of a
series of short thematic essays discussing topics such as what primaries and caucuses are, what the
difference between open and closed primaries is, varying methods used by the parties for delegate
selection, and how campaign finance works in the primaries. Part II consists of a state-by-state
description of recent primary/caucus history and the methods currently used for delegate selection
by Democrats and Republicans in each state.
  front loading in politics: The Politics of Inclusive Development Sam Hickey, Kunal Sen,
Badru Bukenya, 2014-12-11 This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND
4.0 International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF
download from OUP and selected open access locations. It is now widely accepted that politics plays
a significant role in shaping the possibilities for inclusive development. However, the specific ways
in which this happens across different types and forms of development, and in different contexts,
remains poorly understood. This collection provides a state of the art review regarding what is
currently known about the politics of inclusive development. Leading academics offer systematic
reviews of how politics shapes development across multiple dimensions, including through growth,
natural resource governance, poverty reduction, service delivery, social protection, justice systems,
the empowerment of marginalised groups, and the role of both traditional and non-traditional
donors. The volume not only provides a comprehensive update but also a ground-breaking range of
new directions for thinking and acting around these issues. The book's originality thus derives not
only from the wide scope of its case-study material, but also from the new conceptual approaches it
offers for thinking about the politics of inclusive development, and the innovative and practical
suggestions for donors, policy makers, and practitioners that flow from this.
  front loading in politics: Cracking the AP U. S. Government and Politics Exam, 2014 Edition
Princeton Review, Tom Meltzer, 2013-09-03 Provides techniques for achieving high scores on the AP
U.S. government and politics exam, and includes two full-length practice tests.
  front loading in politics: The Presidency and the Political System Michael Nelson,
2020-07-17 The Presidency and the Political System showcases the best of presidential studies and
research with top-notch presidency scholars writing specifically for an undergraduate audience.
Michael Nelson rigorously edits each contribution to present a set of analytical yet accessible
chapters and offers contextual headnotes introducing each essay. Chapters represent the full range
of topics, institutions, and issues relevant to understanding the American presidency: covering
approaches to studying the presidency, elements of presidential power, presidential selection,
presidents and politics, and presidents and government. This Twelfth Edition fully incorporates
coverage of the Trump administration.
  front loading in politics: Cracking the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam Princeton
Review, 2017 Everything students need to know to succeed on the AP U.S. Government & Politics
Exam.
  front loading in politics: Politics and Communication in America Robert E. Denton, Jr.,



Jim A. Kuypers, 2007-11-12 Communication provides the basis of social cohesion, issue discussion,
and legislative enactmentcore features of political activity and governing in the United States.
Denton and Kuypers, experts in the field of political communication, synthesize materials and
sources from political science, communication, history, journalism, and sociology to demonstrate
how communication intersects with these fields to formulate political beliefs, attitudes, and values.
Conventional categories of political activitycampaigns, activity in Congress, the courts, the mass
media, and the presidencystructure the discussions. Theoretical and applied concepts drawn from
firsthand sources and classic historical works, plus extensive use of contemporary examples, enrich
understanding. Written in an engaging, accessible style that is geared to an undergraduate
audience, the text ignites readers awareness that the essence of politics is talk or human interaction.
Such interaction is formal and informal, verbal and nonverbal, public and privatebut always
persuasive in nature, causing audiences to interpret, to evaluate, and to act.
  front loading in politics: The Politics of the British Constitution Michael Foley, 1999 The
Politics of the British Constitution provides the first major assessment of the properties, dynamics
and implications of the new area of political exchange.
  front loading in politics: Comparative Government and Politics John McCormick, Rod
Hague, Martin Harrop, 2025-01-11 What are the markers of authoritarian and democratic states –
and all those that fall somewhere in-between? How do principles, institutions and political processes
differ from state to state? And what can we learn from political comparison on a global scale?
Comparative Government and Politics offers a compelling and accessible introduction to the subject.
This book will help you to understand the wide range of institutions and political cultures across the
world, including: the common essential elements and levers of a state, how democratic and
authoritarian regimes operate internally and on the global stage, and the relationship between a
population and a polity. An essential text for courses on Comparative Politics, Comparative
Government, Introduction to Politics and Introduction to Political Science. This Thirteenth Edition
includes: · An increased focus on themes of democratic reversal and declining trust · Coverage of
contemporary topics with new and extended coverage of LGBTQ+ issues, identity politics and
populism · New and updated country spotlights, reflecting the changing state of democracy across
the world · An accessible design for students of all levels, with maps, diagrams and tables,
discussion questions and further reading suggestions · A companion website with features to support
continued learning: bloomsbury.pub/comparative-government-and-politics-13e
  front loading in politics: Keeping the Republic: Power and Citizenship in American Politics,
6th Edition The Essentials Christine Barbour, Gerald C. Wright, 2013-01-15 Keeping the Republic′s
lively discussion of ′who gets what and how′ develops studentsÆ critical thinking abilities in the intro
American government course. Every section and every feature in the book has one goal in mind: to
get students to think critically and be skeptical of received wisdom. Serving as a true aid to
teachers, each chapter is designed to build students′ analytical abilities. By introducing them to the
seminal work in the field and showing them how to employ the themes of power and citizenship, this
proven text builds confidence in students who want to take an active part in their communities and
governmentùto play their part in keeping the republic, and to consider the consequences of that
engagement.
  front loading in politics: The Politics of the Presidency Joseph A. Pika, John Anthony Maltese,
Andrew Rudalevige, 2017-07-06 Trace the opening rounds of the Trump administration: highlighting
the 2016 election, transition, inauguration, and first one hundred days. Never losing sight of the
foundations of the office, The Politics of the Presidency maintains a balance between historical
context, the current political environment, and contemporary scholarship on the executive branch,
providing a solid foundation for any presidency course. In addition to offering readers a
comprehensive framework for understanding the expectations, powers, and limitations of the
executive branch, the Revised Ninth Edition uses the most up-to-date coverage and analysis of the
2016 election and Trump administration to demonstrate key concepts. New to the Revised Ninth
Edition A new chapter dedicated to the Trump transition and first one hundred days examines



important topics such as the immigration ban and other executive orders; efforts at deregulation;
the targeted military strikes in Syria; and the war on the intelligence community and the
deconstruction of the administrative state. Recent congressional relations analyzed, including the
confirmation of Supreme Court justice Neil Gorsuch after Senate Republicans employed the nuclear
option and took away the opportunity to filibuster Supreme Court nominees; efforts to repeal and
replace Obamacare; fiscal 2017 and 2018 budget negotiations; and congressional investigations of
the Trump campaign’s ties to Russia, his firing of FBI director James Comey, and the appointment of
a special counsel in the matter. An assessment of the public presidency reviews Trump’s approval
ratings, communications strategies, and media coverage. Discussions of Trump’s leadership
challenges in a polarized age explain the difficulties of unifying a nation after a bitter election,
launching an administration, and structuring the executive branch.
  front loading in politics: Cracking the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam 2018,
Premium Edition Princeton Review, 2017-10-24 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT 5! Equip
yourself to ace the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam with this Premium version of The Princeton
Review's comprehensive study guide—the best value on the market with 5 full-length tests at an
affordable price. In addition to all the great material in our classic Cracking the AP U.S. Government
& Politics Exam guide—thorough content reviews, targeted test strategies, and access to online
extras via our AP Connect portal—this edition includes extra exams, for a total of 5 full-length
practice tests with complete answer explanations! This eBook edition is optimized for on-screen
learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations. Everything You Need to Know to
Help Achieve a High Score. • Comprehensive content review for all test topics • Engaging activities
to help you critically assess your progress • Access to AP Connect, our online portal for helpful
pre-college information and exam updates Premium Practice to Help Achieve Excellence. • 4
full-length practice tests in the book with complete answer explanations • 1 additional full-length
practice test online • Glossary for quick reference of the most important topics, dates, cases, and
information • Helpful practice drills at the end of every content review chapter Techniques That
Actually Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing
yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder
  front loading in politics: Debating Reform: Conflicting Perspectives on How to Fix the
American Political System, 2nd Edition Richard J. Ellis, 2013-01-15 Presenting a range of essays
from top scholars in the field, this reader helps students to understand how American Government
institutions can be made to work better.
  front loading in politics: The Future Catches Up: American political parties and politics
Ralph Morris Goldman, 2002 Professor Goldman has contributed articles and books in divers fields
of political science. This is a partial collection of his principal published and unpublished journal
articles as well as bried references to his principal books. This volume reports Professor Goldman’s
research on United States political parties and elections. His National Party Chairmen and
Committees and his studies, with Paul T. David, of the party presidential nominating conventions
continue to be classics on this subject. Three books are devoted to the development of the
Democratic Party. Among the reforms he has proposed is electronic voting.
  front loading in politics: The Politics of Place and the Limits of Redistribution Melissa Ziegler
Rogers, 2015-10-14 Numerous scholars have noticed that certain political institutions, including
federalism, majoritarian electoral systems, and presidentialism, are linked to lower levels of income
redistribution. This book offers a political geography explanation for those observed patterns. Each
of these institutions is strongly shaped by geography and provides incentives for politicians to target
their appeals and government resources to localities. Territorialized institutions also shape citizens’
preferences in ways that can undermine the national coalition in favor of redistribution. Moreover,
territorial institutions increase the number of veto points in which anti-redistributive actors can
constrain reform efforts. These theoretical connections between the politics of place and
redistributive outcomes are explored in theory, empirical analysis, and case studies of the USA,
Germany, and Argentina.



  front loading in politics: Cracking the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam, 2018 Edition
Princeton Review, 2017-10-24 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip
yourself to ace the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam with this comprehensive study
guide—including 2 practice tests with complete answers, thorough content reviews, targeted
strategies for every question type, and access to our AP Connect portal online. This eBook edition
has been optimized for on-screen learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations.
Written by the experts at The Princeton Review, Cracking the AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam
arms you to take on the test and achieve your highest possible score. Techniques That Actually
Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself
and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need
to Know to Help Achieve a High Score. • Comprehensive content review for all test topics •
Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress • Access to AP Connect, our online
portal for helpful pre-college information and exam updates Practice Your Way to Excellence. • 2
full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations • Glossary for a quick reference guide to
the most important topics, dates, cases, and information • Helpful practice drills at the end of every
content review chapter
  front loading in politics: Fox News and American Politics Dan Cassino, 2016-04-14 In
recent years, scholars have argued that the ability of people to choose which channel they want to
watch means that television news is just preaching to the choir, and doesn’t change any minds.
However, this book shows that the media still has an enormous direct impact on American society
and politics. While past research has emphasized the indirect effects of media content on attitudes –
through priming or framing, for instance – Dan Cassino argues that past data on both the public
opinion and the media side wasn’t detailed enough to uncover it. Using a combination of original
national surveys, large scale content analysis of news coverage along with data sets as disparate as
FBI gun background checks and campaign contribution records, Cassino discusses why it’s
important to treat different media sources separately, estimating levels of ideological bias for
television media sources as well as the differences in the topics that the various media sources
cover. Taking this into account proves that exposure to some media sources can serve to actually
make Americans less knowledgeable about current affairs, and more likely to buy into conspiracy
theories. Even in an era of declining viewership, the media – especially Fox News – are shaping our
society and our politics. This book documents how this is happening, and shows the consequences
for Americans. The quality of journalism is more than an academic question: when coverage focuses
on questionable topics, or political bias, there are consequences.
  front loading in politics: Primary Elections and American Politics Chapman Rackaway, Joseph
Romance, 2022-10-01 The last twenty years has seen a series of changes to American party politics:
polarization, negative partisanship, decreasing voter turnout, and decreasing faith in elections and
government. In Primary Elections and American Politics, Chapman Rackaway and Joseph Romance
trace the origins of these and other problems to one of the most controversial reforms in American
political history: the direct partisan primary election. With a comprehensive history of the primary
election, the authors link the rise of primaries to the many political ills the nation faces today. They
argue that the Progressives who created the primaries mistook direct democratic reforms, like the
primary, for participatory democratic reforms like deliberative polling or participatory budgeting.
  front loading in politics: Dictionary of American Government and Politics Duncan Watts,
2010-01-31 This Dictionary offers a fresh, up-to-date look at US government and politics, explaining
and where necessary demystifying the key terms used in discussion of the political system.Major
figures, events, ideas, movements and Supreme Court cases relevant to a study of the American
political system are included with the aim of allowing readers to develop a deeper knowledge and
understanding of the area. The Dictionary also raises key issues and areas of contention and
academic debate.Coverage is comprehensive, with c.400 entries, each providing analysis of the
subject. Terms are presented in an A-Z format with cross-referencing where appropriate.
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