french indirect and direct object pronouns
practice

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice is essential for mastering the nuances of
French grammar and improving conversational fluency. These pronouns replace nouns that are
objects of verbs, streamlining sentences and avoiding repetition. Understanding how to correctly use
and distinguish between direct and indirect object pronouns is crucial for effective communication.
This article provides comprehensive guidance on French indirect and direct object pronouns
practice, including their definitions, usage rules, placement in sentences, and common challenges
learners face. Additionally, practical exercises and examples will help reinforce the concepts and
enhance retention. By the end of this article, readers will have a solid foundation to confidently use
these pronouns in everyday French conversations and writing.
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Understanding French Direct Object Pronouns

Direct object pronouns in French replace the noun that directly receives the action of the verb
without any preposition. They are essential for avoiding repetition and making sentences more
concise. The French direct object pronouns correspond to the English pronouns “me,” “you,” “him,”
“her,” “it,” “us,” and “them.” These pronouns agree in gender and number with the noun they
replace when used in compound tenses.

List of French Direct Object Pronouns

The following is a list of French direct object pronouns along with their English equivalents:
e me (M’) - me
e te (t’) - you (informal singular)
e le (I’) - him, it (masculine singular)

e la (I’) - her, it (feminine singular)



* nous - us
¢ vous - you (formal singular or plural)

¢ les - them (plural)

Usage of Direct Object Pronouns

Direct object pronouns replace the noun that receives the direct action of the verb without any
intermediary preposition. For example, in the sentence “Je vois la voiture” (I see the car), “la
voiture” is the direct object. Replacing it with a direct object pronoun, the sentence becomes “Je la
vois” (I see it). It is important to remember that direct object pronouns come before the verb in
simple tenses and before the auxiliary verb in compound tenses.

Understanding French Indirect Object Pronouns

French indirect object pronouns replace the noun that is the indirect recipient of the action of the
verb, usually preceded by the preposition “a.” These pronouns are used when the verb requires an
indirect object to complete its meaning, such as giving, speaking to, or sending something to
someone. Mastery of these pronouns is a critical part of French indirect and direct object pronouns
practice.

List of French Indirect Object Pronouns

Below are the French indirect object pronouns with their English equivalents:

me (m’) - to me

te (t’) - to you (informal singular)

lui - to him, to her (singular)

e nous - to us

vous - to you (formal singular or plural)

e leur - to them (plural)

Usage of Indirect Object Pronouns

Indirect object pronouns replace nouns introduced by the preposition “a” which indicate to whom or
for whom the action is performed. For example, in the sentence “Je parle a Marie” (I speak to



Marie), “a Marie” is the indirect object. Replacing it with an indirect object pronoun, the sentence
becomes “Je lui parle” (I speak to her). Like direct object pronouns, indirect object pronouns come
before the verb or auxiliary verb depending on the tense.

Placement of Object Pronouns in French Sentences

The correct placement of French indirect and direct object pronouns is essential for grammatical
accuracy and fluidity in sentences. Pronouns are placed before the conjugated verb in simple tenses
and before the auxiliary verb in compound tenses. Understanding the order and position of these
pronouns allows for effective French indirect and direct object pronouns practice.

Placement in Simple Tenses

In simple tenses such as the present, imperfect, and future, object pronouns come directly before
the conjugated verb. For example:

¢ Je le vois. (I see him/it.)

e Tu lui parles. (You speak to him/her.)

Placement in Compound Tenses

In compound tenses, such as the passé composé, object pronouns are placed before the auxiliary
verb (avoir or étre). For example:

e Je I’ai vu. (I saw him/it.)

o Elle leur a parlé. (She spoke to them.)

Additionally, past participle agreement occurs with direct object pronouns preceding the auxiliary
verb but not with indirect object pronouns.

Order of Multiple Object Pronouns

When using multiple pronouns in a sentence, French follows a specific order. The general sequence
is:

1. me, te, se, nous, vous
2. le, 1a, les

3. lui, leur



5. en

For example: “Je le lui donne” (I give it to him/her).

Common Mistakes in Using Object Pronouns

Errors frequently occur in French indirect and direct object pronouns practice due to confusion
between the two types, incorrect placement, or failure to match gender and number. Recognizing
these common mistakes helps learners avoid them and use pronouns correctly.

Confusing Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns

One of the most frequent errors is mixing up direct and indirect object pronouns. For example, using
“le” instead of “lui” when the verb requires an indirect object. Verbs like “parler a” (to speak to)
require indirect object pronouns, whereas “voir” (to see) requires direct object pronouns.

Incorrect Pronoun Placement

Placing object pronouns after the verb or auxiliary verb instead of before is a common mistake,
especially for English speakers. Remembering that pronouns precede the verb in French is vital for
grammatical accuracy.

Failure to Make Past Participle Agreement

When using direct object pronouns before the auxiliary verb in compound tenses, the past participle
must agree in gender and number with the pronoun. This agreement is often overlooked by learners.
Indirect object pronouns, however, do not trigger agreement.

Practical Exercises for French Indirect and Direct
Object Pronouns Practice

Applying knowledge through practice is fundamental for mastering French indirect and direct object
pronouns. The following exercises focus on identifying, replacing, and correctly placing object
pronouns in sentences.

Exercise 1: Identify the Object Pronouns

In the following sentences, identify whether the underlined pronoun is a direct or indirect object
pronoun:



1. Je le vois tous les jours.
2. Elle lui parle souvent.
3. Nous les avons rencontrés hier.

4. Tu leur envoies des lettres.

Exercise 2: Replace the Nouns with Object Pronouns

Rewrite the following sentences by replacing the direct or indirect object with the appropriate
pronoun:

1. Je donne le livre a Marie.
2. Tu regardes la télévision.
3. Ils parlent a leurs amis.

4. Nous invitons Paul et Sophie.

Exercise 3: Correct the Pronoun Placement

Correct the placement of object pronouns in the following sentences:
1. Je vois le. = Corrected: Je le vois.
2. Elle a donné lui le cadeau. — Corrected: Elle le lui a donné.

3. Nous parlons leur souvent. —» Corrected: Nous leur parlons souvent.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are direct object pronouns in French?

Direct object pronouns in French replace the noun that directly receives the action of the verb. They
are: me, te, le, la, nous, vous, les.

What are indirect object pronouns in French?

Indirect object pronouns in French replace the noun that receives the action of the verb indirectly,



usually introduced by 'a'. They are: me, te, lui, nous, vous, leur.

How do you distinguish between direct and indirect object
pronouns in French sentences?

Direct object pronouns answer '‘whom?' or 'what?' directly after the verb, while indirect object
pronouns answer 'to whom?' or 'for whom?' often linked with the preposition 'a'.

Where are object pronouns placed in French affirmative
sentences?

In affirmative sentences, direct and indirect object pronouns are placed before the conjugated verb.

How do you use direct and indirect object pronouns with
infinitive verbs in French?

When there is an infinitive, object pronouns are placed immediately before the infinitive verb.

Can you give an example sentence using a direct object
pronoun in French?

Sure! 'Je vois le chien.' (I see the dog) becomes 'Je le vois.' (I see it/him), where 'le' is the direct
object pronoun replacing 'le chien.'

Can you provide an example using an indirect object pronoun
in French?

Yes! 'Je parle a Marie.' (I speak to Marie) becomes 'Je lui parle.' (I speak to her), where 'lui' is the
indirect object pronoun replacing 'a Marie.'

What is the order of multiple object pronouns in French
sentences?

The order is: me/te/se/nous/vous > le/la/les > lui/leur >y > en.

How do you practice French indirect and direct object
pronouns effectively?

Practice by doing exercises that involve replacing nouns with correct pronouns, sentence
transformation, and speaking or writing sentences using pronouns in context.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when using French
object pronouns?

Common mistakes include confusing direct and indirect pronouns, incorrect pronoun placement, and



forgetting agreement with past participles when using direct object pronouns with passé composé.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering French Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of French direct and indirect object pronouns, ideal for
learners at all levels. It combines clear explanations with numerous exercises to reinforce
understanding. The book also includes tips on common mistakes and practical usage in everyday
conversation. Perfect for self-study or classroom use.

2. Practice Makes Perfect: French Pronouns

Focused on both direct and indirect object pronouns, this workbook provides extensive practice
through varied exercises. Each chapter breaks down pronoun usage with examples and drills that
build confidence. The answer key allows learners to check their progress independently. This
resource is great for learners aiming to solidify their grasp of French pronouns.

3. French Object Pronouns in Context

This book emphasizes learning through contextual examples, helping students understand how
direct and indirect object pronouns function within real-life dialogues and texts. It features short
stories, conversations, and exercises that highlight pronoun placement and agreement. The
contextual approach aids memory retention and practical application.

4. Easy French Grammar: Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns

Designed for beginners, this book simplifies the complexities of French object pronouns with
straightforward explanations and plenty of illustrative examples. It includes simple exercises that
gradually increase in difficulty, making it accessible for learners new to French grammar. The book
also offers tips on distinguishing between direct and indirect pronouns.

5. French Pronouns Practice Workbook

A focused workbook dedicated to practicing all French pronouns, with a special emphasis on direct
and indirect object pronouns. It contains a variety of exercises including fill-in-the-blanks, sentence
rewriting, and translation tasks. The systematic approach helps learners master pronoun placement
and agreement rules.

6. Interactive French Pronouns: Exercises and Solutions

This interactive guide combines exercises on direct and indirect object pronouns with detailed
solutions and explanations. It encourages learners to engage actively with the material through
quizzes and practice tests. The book is suitable for both classroom settings and individual study.

7. French Grammar Drills: Object Pronouns Edition

Part of a popular drill series, this book focuses exclusively on object pronouns, offering repetitive
practice to reinforce learning. It covers pronoun forms, placements, and exceptions through
structured drills. The concise explanations paired with extensive practice make it a valuable tool for
improving fluency.

8. French Pronouns Made Simple

This book breaks down French pronouns, including direct and indirect objects, into easy-to-
understand segments. It uses charts, examples, and relatable scenarios to clarify usage and
differences between pronoun types. The practice sections are designed to build learner confidence
and accuracy.



9. Advanced French Pronouns: Direct and Indirect Object Mastery

Ideal for advanced learners, this book delves into the nuances and exceptions of French object
pronouns. It explores complex sentence structures, pronoun combinations, and stylistic variations.
The challenging exercises and detailed explanations help refine mastery and prepare learners for
fluent, natural usage.
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Reference and Practice Trudie Maria Booth, 2009-11-11 This comprehensive manual thoroughly
covers every aspect of French grammar, from the basic to the most advanced level, and illustrates
the grammatical structures with useful, practical and interesting examples. Up-to-date language and
usage both on the formal and on the informal level is paired with cultural information about France,
making the study of grammar a pleasant experience. The book offers its users clear and detailed
explanations, as well as the opportunity to practice their reading, writing and speaking skills in
numerous oral and written exercises, which include translations, suggestions for communicative
activities with a partner, and topics for written composition. A Complete French Grammar for
Reference and Practice can be used as a classroom text in intermediate and advanced courses, as
well as for reference and self-study. It is a reliable source of information for teachers and students
alike, and addresses all those learners who want to speak and write French correctly.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Everything French Practice Book
with CD Annie Heminway, 2009-03-18 This guide is all beginner and intermediate speakers need to
go beyond bonjour and au revoir. This oversized workbook has more than 200 written and audio
exercises for a complete learning experience. This book is the ultimate resource for you to improve
your French. In no time, you'll be speaking like a true Parisien!

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: French Verbs For Dummies Zoe
Erotopoulos, 2011-01-11 Hands-on exercises help you boost your verb proficiency Get the hang of
French verbs and get over verb hang-ups! French verbs can drive anyone crazy who's trying to keep
track of all the regular and irregular types. Fortunately, this book is here to help you make sense of
confusing rules and drill you on the exceptions. Each chapter is packed with examples, exercises,
and conjugation charts - just what you need to master even the toughest French verbs. Discover how
to Review regular verbs in the present tense Cope with common exceptions Conjugate all simple
tenses, from present indicative to past subjunctive Tackle the trickiest irregular verbs Conjugate
compound tenses

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Practice Makes Perfect Complete
French Grammar Annie Heminway, 2012-03-05 Build your confidence in your French skills with
practice, practice, practice! From present tense regular verbs to double object pronouns, this
comprehensive guide and workbook covers all those aspects of French grammar that you might find
a little intimidating or hard to remember. Practice Makes Perfect: Complete French Grammar
focuses on the practical aspects of French as it's really spoken, so you are not bogged down by
unnecessary technicalities. Each unit features crystal-clear explanations, numerous realistic
examples, and dozens of engaging exercises in a variety of formats--including multiple choice, fill-in
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sentences and passages, sentence rewrites, and creative writing--perfect for whatever your learning
style. Whenever possible, explanations include comparisons you to understand the basic logic behind
the rules and to remember correct usage. This new edition includes: Time-saving vocabulary panels
that eliminate having to look words up Advice on how to avoid common mistakes A detailed answer
key for quick, easy progress checks Offering a winning formula for getting a handle on French
grammar right away, Practice Makes Perfect: Complete French Grammar your ultimate resource for
learning to speak French the way the native speakers do.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Ultimate French Verb Review
and Practice David Stillman, Ronni Gordon, 2006-03-08 Learn verb skills and communicate
confidently in a new language Building on the authors’ bestselling The Ultimate Review and Practice
series, this book is your best bet to mastering the often tricky verb forms and key sentence
structures of the French language. The Ultimate French Verb Review and Practice offers a
step-by-step program for experienced beginners through advanced learners to understand how
different verb forms work and use that knowledge to build increasingly sophisticated sentences in
French. No other book on the market combines guidance and practice in verb formation and usage
with tips on the 18 most commonly used sentence models.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: French Workbook For Dummies Laura
K. Lawless, 2022-12-01 Write, read, work, and play—en Francais French Workbook For Dummies is
the perfect starting place for beginners who want to learn French. Packed with foundational
grammar and integrated vocab, this hands-on book will set you on your way to picking up a new
language. You'll find valuable practice lessons and exercises throughout that help you learn key
vocabulary and phrases, writing in French, and understanding the fifth most commonly spoken
language worldwide. Start with the very basics of the French language and work your way through
important grammar and vocabulary Follow lessons at your own pace and complete practice
exercises to hone your skill Learn using the Dummies method—based on evidence about how people
learn best Gain the confidence to speak French in the workplace and while you travel For anyone
learning French for use at home, at the office, or on the go, French Workbook For Dummies is a vital
asset.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The French Orthologer; Or,
Complete Course of Theory and Practice on the French Language L. A. J. Mordacque, 1844

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Learn to speak and write French in 30
days YouGuide Ltd,

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Ultimate French Review and
Practice David Stillman, 2010-12-31 Gain confidence in your French-language communication using
the method trusted by more than 200,000 students The Ultimate French Review and Practice gives
you a good grasp of grammar so you can build your skills and confidence in communication. Each
grammatical concept is explained and illustrated with engaging sentence examples; you'll also get
extensive exercises offer practice at applying this knowledge in everyday conversation. This book +
download package includes: More than 400 exercises, in addition to 200 exercises on the
accompanying download A Pre-Test that identifies your strengths and weaknesses and a Post-Test
that helps you review your progress, both on the download Topics include: Verbs--Basic Forms and
Uses, Present Tense, Present Tense of Irregular Verbs, Negative Sentences, Interrogative
Sentences, Imperative, Passé Composé, Imperfect, Imperfect versus Passé Composé, Reflexive
Verbs, Future and Conditional, Conditional Sentences, Pluperfect, Future Perfect, and Past
Conditional, Passe Simple, Present Participles, Uses of the Infinitive, Nouns and Their Modifiers,
Pronouns, Nouns: Gender, Number and Articles, Uses of Articles, Stressed Pronouns, Subject-Verb
Agreement, Possessive and Demonstrative Adjectives and Pounouns, Interrogative Adjectives and
Pronouns, Adjectives, Comparative and Superlative, Object Pronouns, Numbers, Time, Dates,
Adverbs, Negatives and Indefinites, Prepositions, Prepositions with Geographical Names, Verbs in
Two-Clause Sentences, Relative Clauses, The Present Subjunctive, The Past Subjunctive, Literary
Subjunctives, The Subjunctive, Idiomatic Usage, The Passive Voice and Substitutes for the Passive,



Important Idioms and Proverbs, Verb Charts

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Introduction to Theological French
Damon Di Mauro, 2025-05-30 Theological French is engaged here on its own soil, using authentic
materials and building reading comprehension skills from the opening chapters. Each chapter is
structured around a primary reading, and subsequent texts increase gradually in length and
difficulty. Grammar constructions are likewise introduced in a graduated manner, while at the same
time focusing attention on vocabulary acquisition. Other practice and translation exercises
embedded within each chapter, following the presentation of vocabulary and grammar, serve to
broaden semantic understanding and verify mastery of forms. This manual is primarily designed for
seminarians wishing to acquire a reading knowledge of French in order to pursue more advanced
studies, either at their current institution or later in a doctoral program. The manual, however, can
also benefit those individuals and independent scholars who have a keen interest in the language of
Calvin, Pascal, and Bossuet, and for whom an intelligent curiosity is its own reward. Whether they
approach the manual in a formal classroom setting or work through it privately at their own pace,
they will learn to read with general accuracy and moderate ease a wide variety of French theological
texts.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Everything Brazilian Portuguese
Practice Book Fernanda Ferreira, 2012-01-15 This workbook helps beginner and intermediate
students learn the basics of Brazilian Portuguese, including nouns, verbs, and pronunciation;
common words and phrases; reading and writing the language; having a conversation with a native
speaker; and past, present, and imperfect tenses. Includes a CD of audio exercises and prompts, a
Portuguese-English glossary, and useful vocabulary.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Ultimate French Review and
Practice, Premium Fourth Edition David M. Stillman, Ronni L. Gordon, 2019-08-23 The most
popular French-language guide now has app-based audio to improve your pronunciation and
listening skillsWith The Ultimate French Review and Practice, you’ll master French the best possible
way—through a combination of review, practice, and listening to real French speakers. Every
grammatical concept is illustrated with lively examples, all complemented by hands-on exercises
that drive home lessons learned. The Ultimate French Review and Practice features: *400+
exercises with scene-setting instructions in FrenchePre- and post-tests that help you identify
strengths/weaknesses and assess progress ¢Flashcards for all vocabulary lists, with quiz format to
test memorizatione*Streaming audio exercises enhance the learning process

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Complete French CarolAnn
D'Annunzio, 2008 Learn French in 4 Simple Steps. With Living Language Complete French: The
Basics, you'll start by learning words, and then you’ll progress to phrases, sentences, and
conversations. This simple four-step building block approach will have you speaking with confidence
right from the beginning, and you’ll be able to learn gradually and effectively. If you're confident in
your pronunciation, then this coursebook includes everything you need - vocabulary, grammar,
culture, and practice. But you can also use this book along with the four hours of recordings
included in the Living Language Complete French: The Basics compact disc package, which also
includes a handy learner’s dictionary. This comprehensive coursebook includes: *40 step-by-step
lessons ePractical vocabulary and authentic everyday usage *Simple explanations and plenty of
examples *Supplemental sections, including e-mail and internet resources *A comprehensive
grammar reference section

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: French Sentences : First Edition Salim
Khan Anmol, 2021-05-28

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: A practical French grammar Mortimer
Hubert de Larmoyer, 1891

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: The Ultimate French Review and
Practice, 3E David M. Stillman, Ronni L. Gordon, 2015-09-04 Better than ever! The bestselling
intermediate-level workbook has been expanded into a comprehensive, dynamic digital/print study



tool that's sure to help you master French Based on the principle that strong grammar skills are
necessary for foreign language mastery, The Ultimate French Review and Practice explains and
illustrates important grammar concepts with lively sentence examples, and it provides 400 engaging
exercises that are contextualized, with scene-setting instructions in French. This new, premium
edition replaces the old CD-ROM with an array of digital content in the App(iOS, Android, desktop)
that accompanies the book: Pre-test for identifying existing strengths and weaknesses More than
120 multiple choice and drag-and-drop exercises for extended review Post-test for assessing
progress Flashcards for all vocabulary lists, with progress-tracking Extensive audio exercises to test
listening comprehension Record/Replay function for comparing pronunciation to that of native
speakers

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Princeton Review SAT Subject Test
French Prep, 17th Edition The Princeton Review, 2019-12-10 Previous edition published as:
Cracking the SAT French subject test.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Cracking the SAT Subject Test in
French, 16th Edition The Princeton Review, 2018-02-13 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE
A PERFECT 800. Equip yourself to ace the SAT Subject Test in French with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests with complete answer
explanations; detailed reviews of key vocab, grammar, and reading comprehension topics; and
targeted strategies for every question type. SAT French is an undoubtedly tough subject. Written by
the experts at The Princeton Review, Cracking the SAT Subject Test in French arms you to take on
the exam and achieve your highest possible score. Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
* Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know for a High
Score. ¢ Expert subject reviews for every test topic ¢ Up-to-date information on the SAT Subject Test
in French ¢ Score conversion tables for accurate self-assessment Practice Your Way to Perfection. *
2 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ Practice drills at the end of each
content chapter * Useful vocabulary lists grouped by theme This eBook edition has been optimized
for on-screen learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations.

french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Cracking the SAT Subject Test in
French, 16th Edition Princeton Review, 2017-12-12 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A
PERFECT 800. Equip yourself to ace the SAT Subject Test in French with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide--including 2 full-length practice tests with complete answer
explanations; detailed reviews of key vocab, grammar, and reading comprehension topics; and
targeted strategies for every question type. SAT French is an undoubtedly tough subject. Written by
the experts at The Princeton Review, Cracking the SAT Subject Test in French arms you to take on
the exam and achieve your highest possible score. Techniques That Actually Work. - Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test - Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically -
Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know for a High
Score. - Expert subject reviews for every test topic - Up-to-date information on the SAT Subject Test
in French - Score conversion tables for accurate self-assessment Practice Your Way to Perfection. - 2
full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations - Practice drills at the end of each
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french indirect and direct object pronouns practice: Practice Makes Perfect: Complete
French Grammar, Premium Fourth Edition Annie Heminway, 2020-05-08 Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from Third Party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality,
authenticity, or access to any online entitlements included with the product. Build your confidence in
communicating through mastery of French grammar Effective communication in another language
comes from practice, practice, practice. And this comprehensive guide and workbook covers all of
the aspects of French grammar that you need to master, followed by numerous exercises that allow
you to put your language skills into use. Focused on the practical aspects of French as it’s really
spoken, each chapter of Practice Makes Perfect: Complete French Grammar features clear



explanations and numerous realistic examples. Dozens of varied exercises will build your
understanding of the French language, while new vocabulary is introduced within the exercises and
in convenient Vocabulaire panels. This premium fourth edition is accompanied by audio recordings
and flashcards, available online and via app, that will provide a new dimension and flexibility to your
study. Practice Makes Perfect: Complete French Grammar provides: ¢ Clear explanations that make
even the most complex principles easy to understand ¢« More than 350 varied exercises with detailed
answer key ¢ Example sentences that illustrate and clarify each grammatical point ¢ Practical,
high-frequency vocabulary throughout ¢ Streaming audio of the answers to more than 200 exercises,
via app and online * NEW to this edition: native-speaker recordings of hundreds of model sentences
and key verb conjugations
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