
freedom of speech in ireland
freedom of speech in ireland is a fundamental right that plays a crucial role
in the democratic fabric of the country. This right allows individuals to
express their opinions, ideas, and beliefs without undue censorship or
restraint. However, like many democracies, freedom of speech in Ireland is
not absolute and is balanced against other competing rights and public
interests such as defamation, hate speech, and public order. This article
explores the legal framework surrounding freedom of speech in Ireland,
historical developments, limitations and protections, and contemporary
challenges faced in this area. It also examines how freedom of expression
interacts with media, politics, and social issues in the Irish context. The
following sections will provide an in-depth understanding of these aspects to
offer a comprehensive overview of freedom of speech in Ireland.
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Historical Development of Freedom of Speech

Limitations and Restrictions on Freedom of Speech

Freedom of Speech and the Media

Contemporary Issues and Challenges

Legal Framework Governing Freedom of Speech in
Ireland
The legal foundation for freedom of speech in Ireland is enshrined primarily
in the Constitution of Ireland, specifically under Article 40.6.1(i). This
article guarantees the right of citizens to express freely their convictions
and opinions. However, this right comes with certain qualifications, as it
must be balanced with the rights of others and the maintenance of public
order. Various laws and judicial interpretations have further shaped the
contours of this right over time.

Constitutional Protection
The Constitution explicitly recognizes freedom of expression as a fundamental
right but also allows for reasonable restrictions. Article 40.6.1(i) states
that the right to express opinions shall not be interfered with except by law
and in accordance with the principles of morality and public order. This
constitutional provision serves as the cornerstone for legal debates
concerning freedom of speech in Ireland.



Statutory Laws Affecting Freedom of Speech
Besides constitutional guarantees, specific statutory laws impose limits on
speech to protect other rights and interests. Key legislation includes:

The Defamation Act 2009, which regulates defamatory statements and seeks
to balance free expression with protection against harm to reputation.

The Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989, which criminalizes
speech that incites hatred on grounds such as race, religion, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation.

The Official Secrets Act and laws related to national security, which
restrict disclosure of certain information.

Public Order Acts that prevent speech likely to provoke violence or
disorder.

Role of the Courts
Irish courts play a pivotal role in interpreting freedom of speech
provisions. They assess whether restrictions on expression are justified and
proportionate. Landmark cases have clarified the balance between freedom of
speech and other competing rights, emphasizing that freedom of speech is not
absolute but essential to democratic society.

Historical Development of Freedom of Speech
The evolution of freedom of speech in Ireland reflects the country’s complex
political history, including its struggle for independence and the
development of its democratic institutions. Understanding this history
provides context for current legal and societal attitudes toward expression.

Pre-Independence Era
During British rule, freedom of speech was often suppressed, especially when
it came to nationalist and republican expressions. Censorship laws and
political repression limited public discourse, shaping a legacy of cautious
exercise of free speech in subsequent years.

Post-Independence Developments
After gaining independence in 1922, Ireland’s constitution enshrined freedom
of speech. However, the early years saw significant censorship, particularly



around issues of morality, religion, and politics. The state heavily
regulated media and public expression, often to preserve social order and
uphold dominant cultural values.

Modernization and Reforms
In the latter half of the 20th century, Ireland gradually liberalized its
approach to freedom of speech. Legal reforms and court decisions expanded
protections, reduced censorship, and acknowledged the importance of diverse
voices in society. This modernization aligned Ireland more closely with
broader European human rights standards.

Limitations and Restrictions on Freedom of
Speech
While freedom of speech in Ireland is protected, it is subject to several
important limitations aimed at balancing individual rights and societal
interests. These restrictions ensure that expression does not harm others or
threaten public safety.

Defamation and Reputation
Defamation laws prevent individuals from making false statements that damage
another person’s reputation. The Defamation Act 2009 establishes procedures
for claims and defenses, including truth and fair comment. These laws create
a framework where freedom of speech must be exercised responsibly.

Hate Speech and Incitement
The Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act criminalizes speech that promotes
hatred against protected groups. This law reflects Ireland’s commitment to
preventing discrimination and fostering social cohesion, even if it limits
certain expressions.

Public Order and National Security
Speech that threatens public order, incites violence, or compromises national
security can be lawfully restricted. These limitations are critical for
maintaining peace and protecting the state, though they must be carefully
applied to avoid unnecessary censorship.



Obscenity and Morality
Historically, obscenity laws restricted speech deemed offensive to public
morals. While these restrictions have relaxed over time, certain limits
remain, especially concerning the protection of minors and public decency.

Freedom of Speech and the Media
The media plays a vital role in exercising and shaping freedom of speech in
Ireland. The relationship between free expression and media regulation is
dynamic, reflecting changes in technology, politics, and society.

Press Freedom
Irish media enjoys significant freedom to report and comment on public
affairs. However, media outlets must navigate legal responsibilities
concerning defamation, privacy, and broadcasting regulations. Press freedom
is essential to holding power accountable and fostering informed public
debate.

Broadcasting and Regulation
The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland oversees radio and television services,
ensuring content complies with legal and ethical standards. Regulations seek
to balance free expression with protections against harmful or misleading
content.

Digital Media and Online Speech
The rise of digital platforms presents new opportunities and challenges for
freedom of speech. Online expression is widespread, but issues such as
misinformation, hate speech, and platform censorship have prompted calls for
updated legal frameworks to protect rights while addressing harms.

Contemporary Issues and Challenges
Freedom of speech in Ireland continues to evolve amid new social, political,
and technological developments. Contemporary debates highlight the tensions
between protecting expression and addressing emerging concerns.



Balancing Hate Speech and Free Expression
The challenge remains to effectively combat hate speech without unduly
restricting legitimate expression. Ongoing discussions focus on the scope of
hate speech laws and their enforcement.

Social Media and Misinformation
The proliferation of social media has amplified both free expression and the
spread of misinformation. Policymakers and civil society are seeking ways to
encourage responsible communication while preserving freedom of speech
online.

Legislative Reforms and Human Rights
Recent proposals and reforms aim to align Irish laws more closely with
international human rights standards, ensuring that freedom of speech is
protected while respecting other rights. This includes potential updates to
defamation laws and hate speech regulations.

Freedom of Speech in Public Discourse
Public debates around sensitive issues such as religion, identity, and
politics illustrate the ongoing importance of safeguarding freedom of speech.
Ensuring diverse viewpoints can be expressed without fear of censorship or
reprisal is a continuing priority for Irish society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the constitutional basis for freedom of
speech in Ireland?
Freedom of speech in Ireland is primarily protected under Article 40.6.1(i)
of the Irish Constitution, which guarantees the right of citizens to express
freely their convictions and opinions.

Are there any legal limitations to freedom of speech
in Ireland?
Yes, freedom of speech in Ireland is subject to limitations such as
defamation laws, hate speech regulations, and restrictions to protect public
order, morality, and the rights of others.



How does Ireland regulate hate speech under freedom
of speech laws?
Ireland prohibits hate speech under the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred
Act 1989, which criminalizes speech inciting hatred against groups based on
race, religion, ethnicity, or sexual orientation.

Can freedom of speech in Ireland be restricted
during public protests?
Yes, while public protests are allowed, freedom of speech can be restricted
to maintain public order, prevent violence, and ensure the rights of others
are not infringed upon.

Does Ireland protect freedom of speech on social
media platforms?
Freedom of speech on social media in Ireland is protected under
constitutional rights, but content is subject to laws against hate speech,
defamation, and other illegal activities.

How does Irish law balance freedom of speech with
defamation protections?
Irish defamation law aims to protect individuals' reputations by allowing
civil claims against defamatory statements, balancing this with the right to
free expression.

Has freedom of speech in Ireland been challenged in
recent years?
Yes, there have been debates and legal cases regarding the limits of free
speech, especially concerning hate speech, misinformation, and social media
regulation.

What role does the Irish Supreme Court play in
freedom of speech issues?
The Irish Supreme Court interprets constitutional protections of free speech
and adjudicates cases where speech rights are in conflict with other legal
interests.

Are journalists in Ireland protected under freedom
of speech laws?
Journalists are protected under freedom of speech laws, but they must also



adhere to defamation laws and ethical standards to avoid legal repercussions.

How does Ireland's freedom of speech compare to
other EU countries?
Ireland's freedom of speech protections are broadly aligned with EU
standards, combining constitutional guarantees with laws restricting hate
speech and defamation, similar to many EU member states.

Additional Resources
1. Freedom of Speech in Ireland: Historical Perspectives and Legal
Developments
This book delves into the evolution of freedom of speech in Ireland, tracing
its roots from early Irish history to contemporary legal frameworks. It
explores key constitutional provisions, landmark court cases, and the impact
of political and social changes on free expression. Readers gain an
understanding of how freedom of speech has been shaped by Ireland’s unique
cultural and political landscape.

2. The Irish Constitution and Freedom of Expression
Focusing on the constitutional guarantees and limitations of free speech in
Ireland, this book provides an in-depth analysis of Article 40 of the Irish
Constitution. The author examines how courts have interpreted freedom of
expression rights and the balance struck between individual liberties and
public order. It is essential reading for anyone interested in constitutional
law and civil rights in Ireland.

3. Censorship and Free Speech in Modern Ireland
This title investigates the tension between censorship laws and freedom of
speech throughout Ireland’s modern history. It covers topics such as media
regulation, defamation laws, and the role of the Irish Film Classification
Office. The book offers critical insights into how censorship has influenced
public discourse and expression.

4. Voices Unbound: The Struggle for Free Speech in Ireland
A narrative-driven account of activists, journalists, and ordinary citizens
who have fought for freedom of speech in Ireland. This book highlights key
moments and figures that challenged restrictions on expression, including
during periods of political conflict and social upheaval. It emphasizes the
ongoing nature of the struggle for free speech rights.

5. Freedom of Speech and Hate Speech Laws in Ireland
This work explores the complex relationship between protecting freedom of
speech and regulating hate speech under Irish law. It analyzes legislation,
case law, and the societal implications of balancing these often competing
interests. The book is valuable for understanding contemporary debates around
speech regulation in Ireland.



6. Media Freedom and Freedom of Speech in Ireland
Examining the role of the media as a vital platform for free expression, this
book discusses press freedom, journalistic ethics, and challenges faced by
Irish media outlets. It also considers the impact of digital media and social
networks on freedom of speech. The book provides a comprehensive overview of
media-related free speech issues in Ireland.

7. Defamation and Freedom of Expression in Irish Law
This title focuses on the intersection of defamation law and freedom of
speech in Ireland, highlighting how legal protections for reputation can
affect open discourse. It covers recent reforms and significant court
decisions that have shaped defamation law. The book is particularly useful
for legal practitioners and scholars interested in speech rights.

8. Artistic Expression and Censorship in Ireland
Exploring the challenges faced by artists and performers, this book addresses
how freedom of speech applies to artistic works in Ireland. It discusses
cases of censorship, public controversies, and the legal protections
available to artists. The book offers a unique perspective on freedom of
expression beyond traditional political or media contexts.

9. Free Speech and Political Discourse in Ireland
This book analyzes the role of free speech in Irish political life, including
the rights of politicians, protestors, and citizens to express opinions. It
examines legal boundaries, parliamentary privilege, and the influence of
political culture on speech freedoms. The work provides a thorough
understanding of how free speech functions within Ireland’s democratic
system.
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2016-10-14 Originally written for the fiftieth anniversary of the Constitution of Ireland, this book is
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interpreted by the courts. In this way it provides an integrated and contextual account of
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indeed the Irish courts refer frequently to other countries for guidance in interpreting the
Constitution. The book largely falls into four parts. The first few chapters are introductory and cover
the drafting and adoption of the Constitution, some features of the State and its citizens, and the
judicial review of laws. The next few chapters deal with the various institutions of government and
with the activities of the State in the international arena and in relation to fiscal matters. Then
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following on from this there are a number of chapters which consider what may be termed the
various civil liberties and rights. There is a final brief section, towards the end of the book which
deals with the various legal breaches of the Constitution. This new edition has been extensively
rewritten to account for the enormous to take into account the tumultuous changes in Irish
Constitutional Law in the intervening years. Challenges to articles, referenda, new legislation, and
cases are all judicially considered. Michael Forde and David Leonard offer the reader everything
they need to know on this complex subject.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Defamation and the Right to Freedom of Speech Mariette
Jones, 2024-06-28 In an effort to balance the protection of reputation and the right to free speech,
the UK Parliament attempted to fundamentally transform English libel law through the Defamation
Act 2013. This book evaluates the success of this attempt by means of a comparative analysis of
relevant law in the United States of America (US), Germany, and the European Court of Human
Rights. It examines the reasons that it was deemed necessary to reform the common law of
defamation in England and Wales, the changes wrought by the act, and the case law it has
engendered. As defamation often occurs internationally, the book also takes a broad comparative
look at the way in which other relevant jurisdictions attempt to balance reputational protection and
free speech. The natural starting point is the US where freedom of expression is strongly protected
by the US Constitution. From there the focus shifts to Germany where both competing legal
interests are likewise given constitutional protection. The European Court of Human Rights’
jurisprudence is also examined because of its highly developed balancing approach and its general
reflection of European legal thinking. Recent high-profile defamation cases such as those concerning
the actors Johnny Depp and Amber Heard, decided in the UK as well as the US, form interesting and
informative case studies. The final section of the work rates the libel reform attempted in the UK
against its own benchmarks, provides suggestions about the way in which it is developing, and
concludes that valuable lessons can still be learnt from the comparator jurisdictions. The book will
be essential reading for those working in the areas of human rights law and media law.
  freedom of speech in ireland: The Oxford Handbook of Freedom of Speech Adrienne Stone,
Frederick F. Schauer, 2021 Explores the key rationales and principles that underpin our
understanding of free speech, Provides a comprehensive overview of freedom of speech as a legal
principle in national and supranational settings, This volume is divided into three parts, with part
one outlining the history of the idea of the freedom of speech. Part two discusses freedom of speech
as a legal principle and part three surveys the key controversies in its application. Book jacket.
  freedom of speech in ireland: The United Nations and Freedom of Expression and Information
Tarlach McGonagle, Yvonne Donders, 2015-06-11 Maps the UN legal instruments relevant for the
protection and promotion of the rights to freedom of expression and information.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Human dignity and fundamental rights in South Africa
and Ireland Anne Hughes, 2014-04-11 Post-apartheid South Africa has yielded enlightened judicial
decisions in contrast to the limited interpretation of human rights in Ireland. The value of human
dignity with its central position in international law underpins both countries’ Constitutions, but has
left a more striking mark in South Africa. There it has impacted significantly on punishment for
crimes, family life, children’s rights, defamation, sexual violence investigations, substantive equality
and socio-economic rights. Practical guidance can be gleaned from South Africa to revitalise Irish
jurisprudence. While its focus is on South Africa and Ireland, this book draws on the experience of
many countries and regions.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Media Law in Ireland Marie McGonagle, Sharon McLaughlin,
Tarlach McGonagle, 2018-04-19 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International
Encyclopaedia of Laws, this analysis of media law in Ireland surveys the massively altered and
enlarged legal landscape traditionally encompassed in laws pertaining to freedom of expression and
regulation of communications. Everywhere, a shift from mass media to mass self-communication has
put enormous pressure on traditional law models. An introduction describing the main actors and
salient aspects of media markets is followed by in-depth analyses of print media, radio and television



broadcasting, the Internet, commercial communications, political advertising, concentration in
media markets, and media regulation. Among the topics that arise for discussion are privacy,
cultural policy, protection of minors, competition policy, access to digital gateways, protection of
journalists’ sources, standardization and interoperability, and liability of intermediaries. Relevant
case law is considered throughout, as are various ethical codes. A clear, comprehensive overview of
media legislation, case law, and doctrine, presented from the practitioner’s point of view, this book
is a valuable time-saving resource for all concerned with media and communication freedom.
Lawyers representing parties with interests in Ireland will welcome this very useful guide, and
academics and researchers will appreciate its value in the study of comparative media law.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Freedom of Speech in International Law Amal Clooney,
David Neuberger, 2024 Freedom of Speech in International Law charts the minimum protections for
speech enshrined in international human rights law. It not only addresses the problems facing free
speech today but offers recommendations to give effect to the international-law obligation to protect
freedom of expression.
  freedom of speech in ireland: New Media and Freedom of Expression András Koltay,
2019-07-25 The principles of freedom of expression have been developed over centuries. How are
they reserved and passed on? How can large internet gatekeepers be required to respect freedom of
expression and to contribute actively to a diverse and plural marketplace of ideas? These are key
issues for media regulation, and will remain so for the foreseeable decades. The book starts with the
foundations of freedom of expression and freedom of the press, and then goes on to explore the
general issues concerning the regulation of the internet as a specific medium. It then turns to
analysing the legal issues relating to the three most important gatekeepers whose operations
directly affect freedom of expression: ISPs, search engines and social media platforms. Finally it
summarises the potential future regulatory and media policy directions. The book takes a
comparative legal approach, focusing primarily on English and American regulations, case law and
jurisprudential debates, but it also details the relevant international developments (Council of
Europe, European Union) as well as the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Positive Free Speech Andrew T Kenyon, Andrew Scott,
2020-05-28 Freedom of expression is generally analysed as a bare liberty against restraint by state
action. Underpinning rationales for freedom of speech very often imply, however, that the concept
also has important positive aspects, and that to be truly 'democratic' the modern polity requires
more than negative freedom. In contemporary conditions, this understanding of free speech raises
matters such as media diversity or pluralism, the concept of voice and access to the public sphere,
access to information, and the need to rethink the audience in relation to public speech. Whether
securing positive free speech is a matter of politics or of law, a task for legislatures or for courts, is
an open question. On one level, any programme of inculcating positive dimensions of free speech
might be understood as inherently polycentric and hence political in character. Yet, a number of
jurisdictions evince enhanced legal recognition for the principle. The aim of this collection of papers
is to interrogate the rationales of positive free speech, to consider the political and juridical methods
by which it has or may be more fully reflected in the modern state, and to consider the range of
practical contexts in which its valorisation has or would have significant implications. The
contributors are drawn from an array of European and international jurisdictions. They include
academic lawyers and communications researchers
  freedom of speech in ireland: Free Speech and Censorship H. L. Pohlman, 2019-05-03 This
book provides a comprehensive and impartial overview of laws and norms regarding free speech and
censorship in the United States, with a particular focus on free speech rights and restrictions for
individuals, politicians, corporations, and news organizations. Free Speech and Censorship:
Examining the Facts is part of a series that uses evidence-based documentation to examine the
veracity of claims and beliefs about high-profile issues in American culture and politics. This volume
examines beliefs, claims, and myths about free speech and censorship issues in American society,
including landmark court decisions and evolving cultural values that have shaped our understanding



of the First Amendment and the liberties it enshrines and protects. Specific chapters in the volume
explore basic principles of free speech; unprotected types of speech; conditionally protected speech;
restrictions and regulations governing protected speech; free speech limitations in school settings;
the corrosive impact of politicians and social media platforms that spread distortions and falsehoods
under free speech pretexts; and free speech as a general cultural ideal. Together, these chapters will
provide readers with a thorough and accurate grounding in their First Amendment rights and
responsibilities.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Blasphemy and Freedom of Expression Jeroen Temperman,
András Koltay, 2017-11-16 This book details the legal ramifications of existing anti-blasphemy laws
and debates the legitimacy of such laws in Western liberal democracies.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Free Expression and Democracy Kevin W. Saunders,
2017-03-21 An examination of differences in how the world's democracies address a variety of issues
involving free expression.
  freedom of speech in ireland: European Speech Laws Amelia Khatri, AI, 2025-02-17
European Speech Laws explores the intricate web of regulations governing freedom of expression
and religious practices within the European Union. It navigates the tension between protecting
fundamental human rights and preventing harm, examining how EU member states grapple with
hate speech and religious expression. The book highlights inconsistencies in the application of free
speech across member states, despite the EU's promotion of it as a fundamental right, revealing the
challenges of harmonizing legal standards in a diverse region. The book's approach involves a
historical overview of free speech jurisprudence, tracing its development from the Enlightenment to
today. It provides case studies analyzing national laws and judicial decisions shaping the
interpretation of free speech principles. Progressing through its chapters, the book first introduces
core concepts of freedom of expression, then analyzes case studies from EU member states, and
concludes with a comparative analysis of different approaches.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Irish Freedom Richard English, 2008-09-04 Richard English's
brilliant new book, now available in paperback, is a compelling narrative history of Irish nationalism,
in which events are not merely recounted but analysed. Full of rich detail, drawn from years of
original research and also from the extensive specialist literature on the subject, it offers
explanations of why Irish nationalists have believed and acted as they have, why their ideas and
strategies have changed over time, and what effect Irish nationalism has had in shaping modern
Ireland. It takes us from the Ulster Plantation to Home Rule, from the Famine of 1847 to the Hunger
Strikes of the 1970s, from Parnell to Pearse, from Wolfe Tone to Gerry Adams, from the bitter
struggle of the Civil War to the uneasy peace of the early twenty-first century. Is it imaginable that
Ireland might – as some have suggested – be about to enter a post-nationalist period? Or will Irish
nationalism remain a defining force on the island in future years? 'a courageous and successful
attempt to synthesise the entire story between two covers for the neophyte and for the exhausted
specialist alike' Tom Garvin, Irish Times
  freedom of speech in ireland: Abortion and Divorce Law in Ireland Jennifer E. Spreng,
2015-03-12 In 1991, the people of Ireland elected Mary Robinson, a women's rights crusader who
supported legalized birth control and divorce, as their president. The country seemed poised for
massive social and legal change, but it became apparent that even though Ireland at the dawn of the
21st century would be very different from the Ireland of the past, many fundamentals would remain
the same. This book examines Irish abortion and divorce law in their historical, religious, and
cultural contexts. Its main focus is on the well-publicized referenda and court cases of the 1980s and
1990s, with special attention given to their roots and potential long-term effects on the
communitarian Irish culture and opportunities for Irish women. The author identifies and discusses
three forces that have affected Irish law and mores, especially those relating to abortion and
divorce: economic insecurity; a sense of group loyalty and identification, particularly within families
and churches; and Catholic teaching about the common good.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Ireland's right and need: Self-Government. A letter to the



Earl of Carlisle. [With several pieces in verse.] William Smith (Barrister-at-law), 1863
  freedom of speech in ireland: Freedom of expression and the internet Wolfgang Benedek,
Matthias C. Kettemann, 2020-09-08 An invaluable resource for students of law, politics, international
relations and technology as well as for diplomats and civil society actors, this publication
demonstrates how the Council of Europe contributes to ensuring that everyone’s voice online can be
heard. This is key to sustainable, human rights oriented and people-centred digitalisation. Human
rights matter on the internet. Without freedom of expression, people cannot participate in
everything that the information society has to offer. Yet online free speech is in danger. Between
state laws, private rules and algorithms, full participation in the online communicative space faces
many challenges. This publication explores the profound impact of the internet on free expression
and how it can be effectively secured online. The second, updated edition of this introduction into
the protection of freedom of expression online answers essential questions regarding the extent and
limits of freedom of expression online and the role of social networks, courts, states and
organisations in online communication spaces. In clear language, with vivid examples spanning two
decades of internet law, the authors answer questions on freedom of expression in cyberspace.
Addressing issues from the protection of bloggers to the right to access online information, the
publication also shows the importance of the standard-setting, monitoring and promotion activities
of international and non-governmental organisations and includes a chapter on relevant national
practice. It pays special attention to the role of European human rights law and the Council of
Europe as this region’s most important human rights organisation.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Cobbett's Parliamentary Debates Great Britain. Parliament,
1882
  freedom of speech in ireland: The Irish Yearbook of International Law, Volume 6, 2011
Fiona de Londras, Siobhán Mullally, 2013-08-23 The Irish Yearbook of International Law is intended
to stimulate further research into Ireland's practice in international affairs and foreign policy, filling
a gap in existing legal scholarship and assisting in the dissemination of Irish thinking and practice
on matters of international law. On an annual basis, the Yearbook presents peer-reviewed academic
articles and book reviews on general issues of international law. Designated correspondents provide
reports on international law developments in Ireland, Irish practice in international fora and the
European Union, and the practice of joint North-South implementation bodies in Ireland. In addition,
the Yearbook reproduces documents that reflect Irish practice on contemporary issues of
international law. Publication of the Irish Yearbook of International Law makes Irish practice and
opinio juris more readily available to Governments, academics and international bodies when
determining the content of international law. In providing a forum for the documentation and
analysis of North-South relations the Yearbook also makes an important contribution to post-conflict
and transitional justice studies internationally. As a matter of editorial policy, the Yearbook seeks to
promote a multilateral approach to international affairs, reflecting and reinforcing Ireland's
long-standing commitment to multilateralism as a core element of foreign policy.
  freedom of speech in ireland: Country Reports on Human Rights Practices , 1989
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