freedom or slavery speech hitler

freedom or slavery speech hitler is one of the most historically significant and
controversial addresses delivered by Adolf Hitler during his rise to power in Germany.
This speech encapsulates Hitler’s ideological battle between the concepts of freedom and
enslavement, which he framed within the political and social turmoil of the early 20th
century. Understanding the context, content, and impact of the freedom or slavery speech
Hitler gave provides critical insight into his rhetoric and the manipulation tactics he
employed to galvanize support. This article explores the background of the speech, its
core themes, and the broader implications it had on Nazi propaganda and the German
population. Additionally, it examines how Hitler’s use of freedom and slavery imagery
served to justify his aggressive policies and totalitarian regime. The following sections will
delve into these aspects in detail.

Historical Context of the Freedom or Slavery Speech

Key Themes and Rhetorical Strategies

Impact on Nazi Propaganda and Public Opinion

Legacy and Historical Significance

Historical Context of the Freedom or Slavery
Speech

The freedom or slavery speech Hitler delivered must be understood against the backdrop
of post-World War I Germany, a nation grappling with economic hardship, political
instability, and national humiliation following the Treaty of Versailles. This period saw
widespread disillusionment and a fertile ground for extremist ideologies. Hitler capitalized
on these sentiments by framing the German people’s situation as a stark choice between
freedom and slavery. Through this dichotomy, he portrayed the Weimar Republic and its
democratic institutions as agents of enslavement, while positioning himself and the Nazi
Party as the sole path to liberation and national rejuvenation.

Post-World War I Germany

Germany’s defeat in World War I and the subsequent peace treaty imposed severe
reparations and territorial losses, which many Germans perceived as unjust and
humiliating. The economic crisis, marked by hyperinflation and unemployment, eroded
public confidence in democratic governance. Hitler’s freedom or slavery speech tapped
into this collective frustration by blaming internal and external enemies for Germany’s



plight and promising a return to greatness under Nazi leadership.

Rise of National Socialism

The Nazi Party’s ascent is closely linked to its ability to present a clear and compelling
narrative of liberation from perceived oppression. Hitler’s rhetoric in the freedom or
slavery speech exemplifies this approach, using stark contrasts to mobilize the masses.
This speech was part of a broader propaganda strategy that sought to unify disparate
social groups around a common enemy and a shared vision of freedom as defined by Nazi
ideology.

Key Themes and Rhetorical Strategies

Hitler’s freedom or slavery speech is characterized by its use of powerful ideological
themes and persuasive rhetorical devices designed to resonate deeply with the German
populace. The speech employs dichotomies, emotional appeals, and repetition to reinforce
the narrative that the German people faced a critical choice between two diametrically
opposed futures.

The Dichotomy of Freedom vs. Slavery

The central theme of the speech is the binary opposition between freedom and slavery,
where freedom is equated with national strength, unity, and racial purity, while slavery is
associated with weakness, division, and foreign domination. This simplistic framework was
effective in creating a sense of urgency and moral clarity among listeners, compelling
them to support Hitler’s vision as a means of escaping enslavement.

Use of Emotional Appeal and Fear

Hitler’s rhetoric skillfully invoked fear of external enemies and internal traitors, painting a
picture of a Germany under siege. By emphasizing threats to freedom, he heightened
anxieties and positioned himself as the protector against enslavement. This use of fear was
a deliberate strategy to suppress dissent and rally widespread support.

Repetition and Simplification

The speech features repetitive phrases and slogans to embed the freedom or slavery
message in the public consciousness. Simplified language and clear contrasts made the
complex political situation accessible to a broad audience, enhancing the speech’s



persuasive power.

Impact on Nazi Propaganda and Public Opinion

The freedom or slavery speech played a pivotal role in shaping Nazi propaganda efforts
and influencing public sentiment. It became a foundational piece in the Nazis’
communication arsenal, exemplifying how rhetoric could be weaponized to manipulate
perceptions and consolidate power.

Mobilization of the Masses

By framing the political struggle as a matter of freedom versus slavery, Hitler’s speech
galvanized various segments of German society, including workers, soldiers, and the
middle class. This mass mobilization was crucial for the Nazis’ electoral successes and
eventual control over the German state.

Justification for Authoritarian Policies

The rhetoric of freedom and slavery was used to justify increasingly authoritarian
measures, including the suppression of opposition parties, censorship, and the
establishment of a totalitarian regime. The public was led to believe that these actions
were necessary to secure true freedom for the nation.

Integration into Propaganda Campaigns

The themes and language of the freedom or slavery speech were incorporated into
posters, newspapers, rallies, and radio broadcasts, reinforcing the message across
multiple media. This consistent messaging helped solidify the Nazi worldview and
normalize its extremist ideology.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The freedom or slavery speech Hitler delivered remains a significant subject of study for
historians and scholars seeking to understand the mechanisms of totalitarian propaganda
and the psychology of mass persuasion. Its legacy is a cautionary example of how powerful
rhetoric can be employed to undermine democratic institutions and promote
authoritarianism.



Influence on Subsequent Nazi Rhetoric

Hitler’s use of the freedom versus slavery narrative became a recurring motif throughout
his speeches and Nazi propaganda. This consistent framing helped maintain public
support and justified aggressive expansionist policies and the persecution of perceived
enemies.

Historical Analysis and Reflection

Modern analysis of the freedom or slavery speech underscores the importance of critical
engagement with political rhetoric and the dangers of simplistic binary narratives. The
speech exemplifies how language can be manipulated to serve oppressive ends under the
guise of liberation.

Lessons for Contemporary Discourse

The examination of Hitler’s freedom or slavery speech offers valuable lessons for
contemporary political communication, highlighting the need for vigilance against
demagogic tactics that exploit fears and polarize societies.

Post-World War I economic and political conditions

Use of dichotomous framing in political rhetoric

Emotional manipulation through fear and repetition

Role in Nazi propaganda and mass mobilization

Enduring significance in historical and rhetorical studies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Freedom or Slavery' speech by Adolf Hitler?

The 'Freedom or Slavery' speech is a notable address delivered by Adolf Hitler in 1934,
where he emphasized the Nazi ideology of racial purity and national strength, framing
Germany's future as a choice between freedom under Nazi rule or enslavement under
perceived external and internal enemies.



When and where was Hitler's 'Freedom or Slavery'
speech delivered?

Hitler delivered the 'Freedom or Slavery' speech on February 1, 1934, at the Berlin
Sportpalast, a venue frequently used for Nazi rallies and propaganda events.

What were the main themes of Hitler's 'Freedom or
Slavery' speech?

The main themes included nationalism, anti-Semitism, the rejection of the Treaty of
Versailles, the importance of racial purity, and the portrayal of the Nazi regime as the
liberator of Germany from oppression and enslavement.

How did the 'Freedom or Slavery' speech reflect Nazi
propaganda techniques?

The speech used emotionally charged language, binary oppositions (freedom vs. slavery),
and scapegoating to mobilize public support, portraying the Nazi party as the sole
defender of German freedom against alleged enemies.

What impact did the 'Freedom or Slavery' speech have
on Nazi Germany's political climate?

The speech reinforced Hitler's authority, galvanized Nazi supporters, justified repressive
policies, and helped to consolidate the totalitarian regime by framing opposition as a
threat to German freedom.

Additional Resources

1. Freedom and Tyranny: The Battle for Human Rights

This book explores the philosophical and historical struggles between freedom and
tyranny throughout human history. It delves into the concepts of liberty, oppression, and
the mechanisms by which individuals and societies have fought for their rights. The
narrative highlights key moments where freedom was either seized or suppressed,
providing a comprehensive overview of the ongoing quest for human dignity.

2. Slavery and Emancipation: Voices from the Past

A powerful collection of firsthand accounts and historical analyses, this book sheds light
on the brutal realities of slavery and the courageous efforts toward emancipation. It
covers various regions and time periods, emphasizing the resilience of enslaved peoples
and the complex socio-political dynamics involved in abolition. Readers gain insight into
the enduring legacy of slavery and its impact on modern society.

3. Hitler’'s Speeches: The Language of Hate and Power

This book examines the rhetoric used by Adolf Hitler to manipulate and mobilize the
masses during his rise to power. Through careful analysis of his speeches, the author
reveals how language was weaponized to spread ideology, justify oppression, and incite



hatred. The work provides critical context for understanding propaganda and the dangers
of demagoguery.

4. The Road to Freedom: From Slavery to Civil Rights

Tracing the journey from enslavement to the civil rights movements of the 20th century,
this book highlights key figures, events, and legislation that shaped the fight for equality.
It underscores the persistence and courage required to overcome systemic barriers and
achieve social justice. The narrative connects historical struggles to contemporary issues
of freedom and equality.

5. Freedom’s Orators: Speeches That Changed the World

This compilation features some of the most influential speeches advocating freedom and
human rights across history. From abolitionists to civil rights leaders, the book showcases
how powerful oratory has inspired movements and transformed societies. Each speech is
accompanied by context and analysis, demonstrating the enduring power of words in the
struggle for liberty.

6. Slavery’s Shadow: The Cultural Impact of Enslavement

Exploring the deep cultural scars left by slavery, this book discusses how the institution
shaped identities, traditions, and social structures. It investigates the psychological and
societal consequences that persist long after the abolition of slavery. The author also
considers the ways communities have sought healing and reconciliation.

7. The Propaganda of Hate: Hitler’'s Use of Speech and Media

This work delves into the methods Adolf Hitler employed to spread his ideology through
carefully crafted propaganda. It analyzes the role of speeches, films, and print media in
creating a climate of fear and unquestioning loyalty. The book is a sobering study of how
communication can be manipulated to devastating effect.

8. Freedom Fighters: Stories of Resistance and Defiance

Highlighting individuals and groups who stood against oppression, this book tells inspiring
stories of resistance throughout history. It covers a diverse range of movements, from
slave rebellions to anti-fascist campaigns. The narratives emphasize courage, sacrifice,
and the enduring human spirit in the pursuit of freedom.

9. From Chains to Choice: The Evolution of Human Freedom

This book offers a broad overview of how concepts of freedom have evolved over
centuries, influenced by social, political, and philosophical developments. It examines key
milestones such as the abolition of slavery, democratic revolutions, and human rights
declarations. The author presents freedom as a dynamic and contested ideal shaped by
continuous struggle.
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freedom or slavery speech hitler: Standing Up To Hitler Norman Ridley, 2025-11-25
Resistance in Nazi Germany was a brave but extreme reaction to the totalitarian regime, requiring
individuals to confront evil, face torture, and risk death. In a country with no tolerance for dissent,
opposition meant confronting the brutal consequences of one's actions, often with little hope of
changing the course of events. Most stories of German opposition focus on the failed assassination
attempt on Hitler on 20 July 1944 by Oberst Claus von Stauffenberg. However, this was just one of
many plots against the Fiihrer, involving military and political leaders who sought peace by
eliminating Hitler. Many of these individuals, if they had survived, might have faced war crime
charges at Nuremberg. This book explores both the military and diplomatic figures who resisted
Hitler, as well as other forms of internal opposition that predated Nazi control of the Reichstag in
1933. It highlights the tens of thousands who were imprisoned, tortured, or executed for standing
against the dictatorship. The elites who welcomed the end of Weimar democracy were often more
willing to accommodate Hitler, but many others—motivated by religious, political, or humane
beliefs—refused to compromise, showing immense courage and sacrifice. The book also examines
the Gestapo’s efforts to track down and eliminate these resistance groups.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Adolf Hitler Sherree Owens Zalampas, 1990 Zalampas
applies the psychological model of Alfred Adler to Adolf Hitler through the examination of his views
on architecture, art, and music. This study was made possible by the publication of Billy F. Price's
volume of over seven hundred of Hitler's watercolors, oils, and sketches.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's Cross Erwin W. Lutzer, 2015-12-15 The story of
Nazi Germany is one of conflict between two saviors and two crosses. “Deine Reich komme,” Hitler
prayed publicly—“Thy Kingdom come.” But to whose kingdom was he referring? When Germany
truly needed a savior, Adolf Hitler falsely assumed the role. He directed his countrymen to a cross,
but he bent and hammered the true cross into a horrific substitute: a swastika. Where was the
church through all of this? With a few exceptions, the German church looked away while Hitler
inflicted his “Final Solution” upon the Jews. Hitler’s Cross is a chilling historical account of what
happens when evil meets a silent, shrinking church, and an intriguing and convicting exposé of
modern America’s own hidden crosses. Erwin W. Lutzer extracts a number of lessons from this dark
chapter in world history, such as: The dangers of confusing church and state The role of God in
human tragedy The parameters of Satan's freedom Hitler's Cross is the story of a nation whose
church forgot its call and discovered its failure way too late. It is a cautionary tale for every church
and Christian to remember who the true King is.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's Voice: Organisation & development of the Nazi
Party Detlef Muhlberger, 2004 Detlef Muhlberger's work Hitler's Voice: The Volkischer Beobachter,
1920-1933 is an important addition to the study of National Socialism. In today's scholarship, it is
difficult to locate a detailed work on National Socialism that does not rely in some way on the
Volkischer Beobachter: it was truly the bullhorn of the party from the time when the National
Socialists were no more than a small group of unknowns gathering at the Munich Burgerbraukeller
until they gained power in 1933. Considering the vast amount of literature on National Socialism,
however, it is surprising that until now, there have only been shorter articles and two dissertations
and not a single comprehensive analysis of the newspaper.[1] Mithlberger's translation of articles
from the Volkischer Beobachter addresses this lacuna. He has sifted through eleven years of the
paper, condensing them into two volumes. His first volume gives a chronological account of the
development and organization of the party until 1933 while the shorter second volume, entitled Nazi
Ideology and Propaganda, examines topical issues such as attacks against the Weimar Republic,
racism, and attempts by the party to garner support from workers, farmers, and the German
Mittelstand.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's Cross SAMPLER Erwin W. Lutzer, 2012-07-01 Enjoy
these SAMPLE pages from Hitler's Cross- Six million Jews...dead. The monstrosity of Adolph Hitler's
'Third Reich' remains a stunning chapter in the pages of history. Although the power by which he



hypnotized an entire nation is legendary, one question in particular begs an answer: Where was the
church of Christ? Seduced by the Satanic majesty of The Fuhrer, church leaders throughout
Germany allowed the Swastika a prominent place alongside the Christian cross in their sanctuaries.
Nationalistic pride replaced the call of God to purity, and with few exceptions, the German church
looked away while Adolph Hitler implemented his 'Final Solution' to his Jewish problem. How did
this happen? In Hitler's Cross, Erwin W. Lutzer examines the lessons that may be learned from
studying the deception of the church: the dangers of confusing church and state, how the church lost
its focus, the role of God in human tragedy, the parameters of Satan's freedom, the truth behind
Hitler's hatred of the Jews, the faithfulness of God to His people who suffer for Him, the comparisons
between Hitler's rise and the coming reign of the Antichrist, and America's hidden cross-her
dangerous trends. Hitler's Cross is the story of a nation whose church forgot its primary call and
discovered its failure too late.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's Doubles Peter Fotis Kapnistos, 2015-04-08 Was the
brutal dictator of the 20th century the masked instrument of a double image delusion? Recently
released war records reveal political decoys (doppelgangers or body-doubles). It is documented that
the Nazi Fuhrer vetted at least four doubles. Look-alikes and crisis actors were used to impersonate
Hitler in order to draw attention away from him and to deal with risks on his behalf. Hitler's Doubles
details their names, their peacetime occupations, their deaths, and an escape to South America. Cold
War II Revision: (Trump-Putin Summit) The Cold War II Revision [2018] is a reworked and updated
account of the original 2015 “Hitler’s Doubles” with an improved Index. Ascertaining that Hitler
made use of political decoys, the chronological order of this book shows how a Shadow Government
of crisis actors and fake outcomes operated through the years following Hitler’s death -- until our
time, together with pop culture memes such as “Wunderwaffe” climate change weapons, Brexit
Britain, and Trump’s America. (More Russians now have encouraging sentiments toward the U.S. for
the first time since 2014.) “Hitler’s Doubles” covers modern world history events from WWII until
today: The assassination of JFK, the Watergate scandal, the Iran hostage crisis, the Iran-Contra
affair, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the attacks of 9/11, the appearance of the Islamic State --
with their cloaked backing of ex-Nazi interests. “Hitler’s Doubles” includes much more information
than its enigmatic title implies. This document is presented as a series of news articles in book form.
Some material is repeated or revised. Many photos date back to pre-war times. (Italic text depicts a
what-if scenario analysis by the author.) Thanks to author Fritz Springmeier & biographer William
Cross who advised an update. This was fascinating... You seem to have found something important!
(John Kiriakou, former CIA officer and anti-torture whistleblower, author of Doing Time Like A Spy.)
An entire Grand Unified Conspiracy Theory of the Third Reich... This book covers it all. (Christian
Ankerstjerne, Forum Staff, Axis History.) WOW! That is one heck of a book... Your book lends proof
that Adolf Hitler did not kill himself in the Bunker nor did Eva... (Harry Cooper, author of Hitler in
Argentina.) Wow. Your book just overwhelmed me and caught me by surprise as to what it got into. I
wasn't expecting that... You've done a tremendous amount of research here to document a unique
aspect of World War II history... This book will blow your mind and give you a more in-depth
perspective of various historical events. (David Allen Rivera, author of Final Warning: A History of
the New World Order.) Excellent reference book. (A Verified UK Purchase Customer Review) Four
Stars. It's very interesting. (A Verified USA Purchase Customer Review) [The author] offers a
summary at the end about each double. The information regarding the doubles is very good.
However, the evidence is very persuasive that Hitler did escape. (A Verified USA Purchase Customer
Review) The world's first donor artificial insemination was with the wife of a Quaker in the late
1800s. Who was the top-secret paternal donor? Was the Quaker-son secret agent Aleister Crowley
one of Adolf Hitler's doubles? Why did Walt Disney make use of Nazi scientists to build space
technology after he visited South America? Hitler's Doubles covers modern world history events
from WWII until today: The assassination of JFK, the Watergate scandal, the Iran hostage crisis, the
Iran-Contra affair, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the attacks of 9/11, the appearance of the
Islamic State -- with their cloaked backing of ex-Nazi interests. Hitler's Doubles includes much more



information than its enigmatic title implies. This document is presented as a series of news articles
in book form. Some material is repeated or revised. Many photos date back to pre-war times. (Italic
text depicts a what-if scenario analysis by the author.) Mind of Ali Tara (2019), by the same author is
a quick view of Hitler's Doubles with a chronology of shadow governments and crisis actors.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: The War Messages of Franklin D. Roosevelt,
December 8, 1941 to April 13, 1945 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1945

freedom or slavery speech hitler: The American Prophecies Michael D. Evans, 2004-08-10
New York Times bestselling author Michael D. Evans explains ancient biblical prophecies about
current events that affect America's role and destiny in the twenty-first century.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler Brendan Simms, 2019-09-05 SHORTLISTED FOR
THE MARK LYNTON HISTORY PRIZE 2020 A DAILY TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE YEAR 2019 A
revelatory new biography of Adolf Hitler from the acclaimed historian Brendan Simms Adolf Hitler is
one of the most studied men in history, and yet the most important things we think we know about
him are wrong. As Brendan Simms's major new biography shows, Hitler's main preoccupation was
not, as widely believed, the threat of Bolshevism, but that of international capitalism and
Anglo-America. These two fears drove both his anti-semitism and his determination to secure the
'living space' necessary to survive in a world dominated by the British Empire and the United States.
Drawing on new sources, Brendan Simms traces the way in which Hitler's ideology emerged after
the First World War. The United States and the British Empire were, in his view, models for
Germany's own empire, similarly founded on appropriation of land, racism and violence. Hitler's aim
was to create a similarly global future for Germany - a country seemingly doomed otherwise not just
to irrelevance, but, through emigration and foreign influence, to extinction. His principal concern
during the resulting cataclysm was not just what he saw as the clash between German and Jews, or
German and Slav, but above all that between Germans and what he called the 'Anglo-Saxons'. In the
end only dominance of the world would have been enough to achieve Hitler's objectives, and it
ultimately required a coalition of virtually the entire world to defeat him. Brendan Simms's new book
is the first to explain Hitler's beliefs fully, demonstrating how, as ever, it is ideas that are the
ultimate source of the most murderous behaviour.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's State Architecture Alex Scobie, 1990 Adolf Hitler
admired ancient Rome as the crystallization point of a world empire, a capital with massive public
monuments that reflected the supremacy of the State and the political might of the ancient world's
master-race. He also admired the way Mussolini turned the monuments of imperial Rome into
validatory symbols of Fascism. Hitler planned a Reich that would be a as durable as the Roman
Empire. Its capital, Berlin, would surpass the architectural magnificence of ancient Rome before the
advent of Christianity as its official religion. This book examines Hitler's views on Roman
imperialism, town planning, and architecture, and shows how Albert Speer, though a self-confessed
student of Doric architecture, planned and sometimes built structures that were intended to rival
such monuments as Nero's Golden House, Hadrian's Pantheon, and the Stadium of Herodes Atticus
at Athens. Other architects, such as Ludwig Ruff and Casar Pinnau, were to plan structures inspired
by the Colosseum and the Baths of Caracalla. The ancient Roman obsession with order, discipline,
and the domination of the environment is clearly reflected in the town plans and public buildings
conceived by Hitler and his architects. We see that neoclassical state architecture in Nazi Germany
was intended to signify more than stability and the persistence of tradition. It was only one aspect of
the Nazi attempt to re-create a pagan totalitarian state based on clearly defined forms of hierarchy
that divided society into slaves and slave-owners, those with and those without human rights.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: War Messages of Franklin D. Roosevelt, December 8,
1941 to October 12, 1942 United States The President of the United States, 1942

freedom or slavery speech hitler: God, Britain, and Hitler in World War II Arlie J. Hoover,
1999-08-30 Throughout World War II, most British clergy defended the conflict as a necessary
struggle with Fascism, a pagan form of philosophy and a repulsive form of idolatry, that had to be
stopped in order to preserve a Christian civilization.




freedom or slavery speech hitler: A Blueprint for War Susan Dunn, 2018-01-01 One
hundred days that set the stage for the American Century

freedom or slavery speech hitler: The War Messages of Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
December 8, 1941, to October 12, 1942 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1942

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1976 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Transatlantic Antifascisms Michael Seidman, 2018 The first
comprehensive scholarly account of antifascism, analysing its development in Spain, France, Britain
and the USA.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Hitler's Voice Detlef Muhlberger, 2004 What did the Nazis
inform the readership of their national newspaper about before 1933? How did they portray the
origins and development of the Nazi Party and its specialist organisations at the micro and macro
level before the Nazi seizure of power-in 1933? What type of propaganda did the Nazis use before
1933 to secure support from specific elements of German society, such as the working class, the
peasantry, the urban Mittelstand, and women? What were the main themes of Nazi propaganda
projected in its official newspaper before 1933? This study provides the reader with a detailed
insight into the content of the Volkischer Beohachter or 'Peoples' Observer', through the use of
speeches, reports, articles and various other types of material taken from the Nazi Party's official
national newspaper.

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Indian Information Series, 1941

freedom or slavery speech hitler: Broadcasting Freedom Barbara Dianne Savage, 1999 Tells
how Blacks used radio

freedom or slavery speech hitler: A New Birth of Freedom Harry V. Jaffa, 2018-09-01 When it
originally appeared, A New Birth of Freedom represented a milestone in Lincoln studies, the
culmination of over a half a century of study and reflection by one of America's foremost scholars of
American politics. Now reissued on the centenary of Jaffa’s birth with a new foreword by the
esteemed Lincoln scholar Allen Guelzo, this long-awaited sequel to Jaffa’s earlier classic, Crisis of
the House Divided, offers a piercing examination of the political thought of Abraham Lincoln and the
themes of self-government, equality, and statesmanship on the eve of the Civil War. “Four decades
ago, Harry Jaffa offered powerful insights on the Lincoln-Douglas debates in his Crisis of the House
Divided. In this long-awaited sequel, he picks up the threads of that earlier study in this stimulating
new interpretation of the showdown conflict between slavery and freedom in the election of 1860
and the secession crisis that followed. Every student of Lincoln needs to read and ponder this
book.”— James M. McPherson, Princeton University “A masterful synthesis and analysis of the
contending political philosophies on the eve of the Civil War. A magisterial work that arrives after a
lifetime of scholarship and reflection—and earns our gratitude as well as our respect.”— Kirkus
Reviews “The essence of Jaffa's case—meticulously laid out over nearly 500 pages—is that the
Constitution is not, as Lincoln put it, a 'free love arrangement' held together by passing fancy. It is
an indissoluble compact in which all men consent to be governed by majority, provided their
inalienable rights are preserved.”— Bret Stephens; The Wall Street Journal
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