
fort des moines museum & education
center
fort des moines museum & education center stands as a significant landmark
dedicated to preserving and interpreting the rich military and cultural history of Fort Des
Moines and its surrounding region. This facility combines a museum and an education
center, offering visitors a comprehensive experience that highlights the fort's role in
American military history, the evolution of training practices, and its impact on local and
national communities. The fort's history spans from its establishment in the early 20th
century through its contributions during major conflicts, including World War I and World
War II. This article explores the fort des moines museum & education center’s exhibits,
educational programs, historical significance, and visitor information, providing a detailed
overview for historians, educators, students, and tourists alike. With a focus on accessibility
and engaging storytelling, the center serves as both a repository of artifacts and a dynamic
learning environment. Below is an outline of the key topics covered in this article.

History of Fort Des Moines

Exhibits and Collections

Educational Programs and Outreach

Significance in Military and Social History

Visitor Information and Amenities

History of Fort Des Moines

Establishment and Early Years
The fort des moines museum & education center is located on the grounds of the original
Fort Des Moines, established in 1901. Initially constructed as a military training facility, the
fort played a pivotal role in preparing soldiers for various conflicts. It was one of the first
military installations to implement advanced training techniques and became a central hub
for infantry and signal corps instruction. The early years of the fort were characterized by
rapid development, including barracks, training fields, and support infrastructure that
remain historically significant today.

Role During World Wars
During World War I, Fort Des Moines gained national attention as the site where the first



African American officers were trained, marking a milestone in military integration. In World
War II, the fort expanded its operations to include the training of women officers through
the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), later the Women's Army Corps (WAC). These
groundbreaking developments underscore the fort’s importance not only in military tactics
but also in advancing social change within the armed forces.

Exhibits and Collections

Permanent Exhibits
The fort des moines museum & education center features a variety of permanent exhibits
that showcase artifacts, documents, and multimedia presentations related to the fort’s
extensive history. Exhibits include uniforms, weapons, training equipment, and personal
stories of soldiers and officers who served at the fort. These displays offer visitors a
tangible connection to the past, illustrating the daily lives, challenges, and achievements of
military personnel.

Special Exhibitions and Rotating Displays
In addition to its core exhibits, the museum regularly hosts special exhibitions that explore
specific themes or highlight recent historical research. These rotating displays provide fresh
perspectives on military history, social dynamics, and technological advancements related
to Fort Des Moines and the broader context of U.S. military history.

Artifact Preservation and Research Facilities
The center maintains a dedicated preservation area to safeguard its extensive collection of
artifacts, ensuring their longevity for future generations. Researchers and historians have
access to archives and materials that support scholarly work and public education
initiatives, furthering the center’s mission to promote historical understanding.

Educational Programs and Outreach

School and Youth Programs
The fort des moines museum & education center offers a range of educational programs
tailored for school groups and youth organizations. These programs provide interactive
learning experiences, including guided tours, hands-on activities, and curriculum-aligned
workshops that emphasize military history, leadership, and social studies. Such initiatives
aim to inspire interest in history and foster critical thinking skills among students.



Public Lectures and Workshops
The center regularly organizes public lectures, seminars, and workshops featuring
historians, veterans, and subject matter experts. These events deepen public knowledge of
the fort’s historical significance and engage the community in dialogue about military
heritage and its contemporary relevance.

Community Engagement and Partnerships
Partnerships with local schools, universities, veteran organizations, and cultural institutions
enable the fort des moines museum & education center to extend its educational reach.
Community engagement efforts include collaborative projects, commemorative events, and
volunteer opportunities that support the museum’s educational mission and promote
historical preservation.

Significance in Military and Social History

Military Training Innovations
Fort Des Moines was a pioneer in military training methods, incorporating innovative
techniques that influenced army instruction nationwide. Its role in training African American
officers and women signified important social advancements during periods of segregation
and gender discrimination. The museum highlights these contributions through detailed
exhibits and interpretive programs that contextualize the fort’s impact on military policy
and culture.

Impact on Civil Rights and Gender Equality
The history preserved at the fort des moines museum & education center intersects with
broader civil rights movements. The training of the first African American officers and the
establishment of the Women’s Army Corps at the fort are landmark events that contributed
to the eventual integration of the U.S. military. These milestones are explored extensively,
providing visitors with a nuanced understanding of the fort’s role in promoting equality and
inclusion.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance
Today, the fort’s legacy continues to influence military training and social policy. The
museum and education center serve as a reminder of the progress achieved and the
ongoing challenges faced by the armed forces in fostering diversity and innovation. This
enduring relevance is a key theme in the center’s programming and interpretive efforts.



Visitor Information and Amenities

Location and Hours of Operation
The fort des moines museum & education center is conveniently located within Des Moines,
Iowa, accessible to both local residents and tourists. The facility operates on a regular
schedule with extended hours during special events and holidays. Visitors are encouraged
to check the center’s calendar for updates on opening times and program offerings.

Facilities and Accessibility
The museum is equipped with modern amenities to ensure a comfortable and educational
visit. These include climate-controlled exhibit spaces, accessible entrances and pathways,
restrooms, and designated areas for group activities. The center is committed to providing
an inclusive environment for visitors of all ages and abilities.

Admission and Group Visits
Admission to the fort des moines museum & education center is generally affordable, with
discounted rates available for seniors, students, and military personnel. Group visits and
guided tours can be arranged in advance, offering tailored experiences that meet specific
educational or organizational needs.

Additional Services
The center also features a gift shop offering books, memorabilia, and educational materials
related to Fort Des Moines and military history. On-site staff provide assistance and
information to enhance visitor engagement and satisfaction.

Educational workshops and event calendar

Volunteer and internship opportunities

Research and archival access by appointment

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Fort Des Moines Museum & Education



Center?
The Fort Des Moines Museum & Education Center is a historical museum dedicated to
preserving and interpreting the history of Fort Des Moines, including its military significance
and role in African American and women's history.

Where is the Fort Des Moines Museum & Education
Center located?
The Fort Des Moines Museum & Education Center is located in Des Moines, Iowa.

What can visitors expect to see at the Fort Des Moines
Museum & Education Center?
Visitors can explore exhibits on World War I and II, the history of African American soldiers
trained at Fort Des Moines, the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, and other significant
military and social history related to the fort.

Are there educational programs available at the Fort
Des Moines Museum & Education Center?
Yes, the museum offers a variety of educational programs for schools, groups, and the
public, including guided tours, lectures, and interactive activities focused on history and
social justice.

Is the Fort Des Moines Museum & Education Center
accessible for people with disabilities?
Yes, the museum is committed to accessibility and provides accommodations to ensure all
visitors can enjoy the exhibits and programs.

What are the hours of operation for the Fort Des Moines
Museum & Education Center?
The museum's hours may vary seasonally, so it is recommended to check their official
website or contact them directly for the most current hours of operation.

Does the Fort Des Moines Museum & Education Center
host special events?
Yes, the museum frequently hosts special events such as historical reenactments, lectures,
community gatherings, and commemorations related to its themes.

Is there an admission fee to visit the Fort Des Moines



Museum & Education Center?
Admission fees may apply, but the museum often offers free or reduced admission days.
Visitors should check the museum's website for detailed pricing information.

How can I support the Fort Des Moines Museum &
Education Center?
Support can be provided through donations, volunteering, attending events, or becoming a
member. Information on supporting the museum is available on their official website.

Additional Resources
1. Fort Des Moines: A History of the Military Post and Its Legacy
This book offers a comprehensive history of Fort Des Moines, detailing its establishment,
military significance, and evolution over the years. It explores the fort's role in training
African American officers during World War I and its impact on civil rights. The narrative is
enriched with photographs, personal stories, and archival documents, making it a valuable
resource for history enthusiasts and scholars alike.

2. Guardians of the Heartland: The Soldiers of Fort Des Moines
Focusing on the men and women who served at Fort Des Moines, this book provides
personal accounts and biographies of soldiers stationed at the fort. It highlights the diverse
backgrounds of the troops and their experiences during pivotal moments in U.S. military
history. The book also examines the social and cultural dynamics within the fort
community.

3. Fort Des Moines Museum & Education Center: Preserving History Through Education
This publication delves into the mission and exhibits of the Fort Des Moines Museum &
Education Center. It showcases how the museum preserves the fort’s heritage and
educates the public about its historical significance. Readers will find insights into the
museum’s programs, restoration efforts, and community outreach initiatives.

4. Women in Uniform: The Trailblazers of Fort Des Moines
Highlighting the groundbreaking role of women at Fort Des Moines, this book chronicles the
training of the first female officers during World War II. It celebrates their achievements and
challenges, shedding light on the broader movement for gender equality in the military. The
book includes interviews, photographs, and historical records.

5. Echoes of War: Fort Des Moines in World Wars I and II
This detailed account covers Fort Des Moines’ strategic importance during both World Wars.
It discusses training programs, military innovations, and the fort’s contribution to the war
efforts. The book also reflects on the social changes brought by wartime experiences and
the fort’s legacy in American military history.

6. The African American Officers of Fort Des Moines
Dedicated to the pioneering African American officers trained at Fort Des Moines during
World War I, this book explores their struggles and triumphs. It provides context on racial
segregation in the military and how these officers paved the way for integration. Personal



stories and historical analysis offer readers a deeper understanding of their impact.

7. Preserving the Past: Restoration Projects at Fort Des Moines
This book documents the various restoration and preservation projects undertaken at Fort
Des Moines to maintain its historical structures. It discusses the challenges of preserving
aging buildings and artifacts, as well as the community’s role in these efforts. The narrative
emphasizes the importance of historical preservation for future generations.

8. Fort Des Moines: A Cultural Crossroads
Exploring the diverse cultural influences at Fort Des Moines, this book examines the
interactions between soldiers of different ethnicities and backgrounds. It highlights how the
fort served as a microcosm of American society and contributed to social change. The book
includes cultural analyses, oral histories, and archival materials.

9. Educational Programs at Fort Des Moines Museum: Engaging New Generations
This book focuses on the innovative educational programs offered by the Fort Des Moines
Museum & Education Center. It illustrates how these programs engage students and visitors
in learning about military history, civil rights, and community heritage. The book also
discusses partnerships with schools and community organizations to promote historical
awareness.

Fort Des Moines Museum Education Center
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  fort des moines museum education center: Fort Des Moines Penelope A. LeFew-Blake,
Penelope LeFew-Blake, 2006 Often referred to as the West Point of the Midwest because of its
majestic red brick buildings and lush tree-lined landscape, Fort Des Moines shaped American history
from its inception. Originally located at the fork of the Raccoon and Des Moines Rivers, Fort Des
Moines relocated four miles south of the city and began to assume its revolutionary place in military
history. By 1909, it was the largest cavalry post in the country, and Pres. William H. Taft chose it as
the site of his Great Tournament of cavalry units. In 1917, for the first time in American history,
African American officers received commissions at Fort Des Moines. Future president Ronald
Reagan perfected his equestrian skills on its vast parade ground. The legacy of the cavalry lingered
when, in 1942, the fort served as the first training center for the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, and
many female recruits found themselves sleeping in cavalry stables converted into barracks.
  fort des moines museum education center: Insiders' Guide® to Des Moines Michael
Ream, 2011-07-05 A first edition, Insiders' Guide to Des Moines is the essential source for in-depth
travel and relocation information to Iowa's capital. Written by a local (and true insider), this guide
offers a personal and practical perspective of Des Moines and its surrounding environs.
  fort des moines museum education center: African American Army Officers of World War I
Adam P. Wilson, 2015-04-29 In April 1917, Congress approved President Woodrow Wilson's request
to declare war on the Central Powers, thrusting the United States into World War I with the rallying
cry, The world must be made safe for democracy. Two months later 1,250 African American
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men--college graduates, businessmen, doctors, lawyers, reverends and non-commissioned
officers--volunteered to become the first blacks to receive officer training at Fort Des Moines, Iowa.
Denied the full privileges and protections of democracy at home, they prepared to defend it abroad
in hopes that their service would be rewarded with equal citizenship at war's end. This book tells the
stories of these black American soldiers' lives during training, in combat and after their return
home. The author addresses issues of national and international racism and equality and discusses
the Army's use of African American troops, the creation of a segregated officer training camp, the
war's implications for civil rights in America, and military duty as an obligation of citizenship.
  fort des moines museum education center: Frontier Forts of Iowa William E. Whittaker,
2009-09 At least fifty-six frontier forts once stood in, or within view of, what is now the state of Iowa.
The earliest date to the 1680s, while the latest date to the Dakota uprising of 1862. Some were vast
compounds housing hundreds of soldiers; others consisted of a few sheds built by a trader along a
riverbank. Regardless of their size and function—William Whittaker and his contributors include any
compound that was historically called a fort, whether stockaded or not, as well as all military
installations—all sought to control and manipulate Indians to the advantage of European and
American traders, governments, and settlers. Frontier Forts of Iowa draws extensively upon the
archaeological and historical records to document this era of transformation from the
seventeenth-century fur trade until almost all Indians had been removed from the region. The
earliest European-constructed forts along the Mississippi, Des Moines, and Missouri rivers fostered
a complex relationship between Indians and early traders. After the Louisiana Purchase of 1804,
American military forts emerged in the Upper Midwest, defending the newly claimed territories from
foreign armies, foreign traders, and foreign-supported Indians. After the War of 1812, new forts
were built to control Indians until they could be moved out of the way of American settlers; forts of
this period, which made extensive use of roads and trails, teamed a military presence with an Indian
agent who negotiated treaties and regulated trade. The final phase of fort construction in Iowa
occurred in response to the Spirit Lake massacre and the Dakota uprising; the complete removal of
the Dakota in 1863 marked the end of frontier forts in a state now almost completely settled by
Euro-Americans. By focusing on the archaeological evidence produced by many years of excavations
and by supporting their words with a wealth of maps and illustrations, the authors uncover the past
and connect it with the real history of real places. In so doing they illuminate the complicated and
dramatic history of the Upper Midwest in a time of enormous change. Past is linked to present in the
form of a section on visiting original and reconstructed forts today. Contributors: Gayle F. Carlson
Jeffrey T. Carr Lance M. Foster Kathryn E. M. Gourley Marshall B. McKusick Cindy L. Nagel David J.
Nolan Cynthia L. Peterson Leah D. Rogers Regena Jo Schantz Christopher M. Schoen Vicki L.
Twinde-Javner William E. Whittaker
  fort des moines museum education center: Detour Iowa Mike Whye, 2020-03-23 Iowa
history ranges from the natural to what's been made by humans over many centuries. Find and hold
the fossilized remains of sea creatures that lived 375 million years ago. Walk through a small-town
home where one of the nation's most infamous--and unsolved--murders occurred in 1912. Savor
pastries that originated in the Netherlands before the 1840s and watch where wheat is ground into
flour in a windmill first built in Denmark and then rebuilt in Elk Horn. Listen to time softly tick away
in an elaborately carved clock that auto pioneer Henry Ford tried and failed to buy in 1928 for $1
million. Join writer-photographer Mike Whye on trips to the known, little-known and unknown
historic places in Iowa.
  fort des moines museum education center: Finding the Wild West: Along the
Mississippi Mike Cox, 2022-04-15 A modern-day explorer's guide to the Old West From the famed
Oregon Trail to the boardwalks of Dodge City to the great trading posts on the Missouri River to the
battlefields of the nineteenth-century Indian Wars, there are places all over the American West
where visitors can relive the great Western migration that helped shape our history and culture. This
guide to the states Along the Mississippi, including Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and
Minnesota--one of the five-volume Finding the Wild West series--highlights the best preserved



historic sites as well as ghost towns, reconstructions, museums, historical markers, statues, works of
public art that tell the story of the Old West. Use this book in planning your next trip and for a
storytelling overview of America’s Wild West history.
  fort des moines museum education center: Army Reserve Magazine , 2001
  fort des moines museum education center: We Salute You Edward C. Kramer, 2010-05-24 I
have been an advocate for WWII veterans recording their experiences for future generations for
many years. I believe generations to come need to know what cost and sacrifice these men and
women endured to protect our country and world. They sacrificed years of their lives and many gave
their lives for our country. Most veterans look back on their experiences in the military as building
blocks for the rest of their lives. I believe that each veteran is a library, and when that veteran is
gone, it is like the library is burned.
  fort des moines museum education center: Double Victory Cheryl Mullenbach, 2013 An
account of the lesser-known contributions of African-American women during World War II reveals
how they helped lay the foundations for the Civil Rights Movement by challenging racial and gender
barriers at home and abroad.
  fort des moines museum education center: Making Appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2006, and for Other Purposes United
States. Congress, 2005 House Report 109-359. To Accompany the bill H.R. 2863, which was not yet
enacted into law when this conference report was ordered to be printed on December 18, 2005. This
conference report is part of the legislative history of the proposed Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2006.
  fort des moines museum education center: Making appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and for other purposes : conference report to
accompany H.R. 2863 United States. Congress, 2005
  fort des moines museum education center: America and World War I Mark D. Van Ells,
2015-03-06 FOLLOWING THE DOUGHBOY FROM THE HOME FRONT TO THE WESTERN
FRONT—AND MAPPING THE MANY MEMORIALS BUILT IN HIS HONOR It has now been a century
since World War I began, but America’s role in this colossal struggle has been largely forgotten on
both sides of the Atlantic. Historian and travel writer Mark D. Van Ells aims to change that. America
and World War I follows in the footsteps of the Doughboy—as the U.S. soldier of the Great War was
known—from the training camps of the United States to the frontlines of Europe. Tracing the totality
of America’s experience from the factors that led the nation to enter the war in April 1917 to the
armistice in November 1918, his riveting narrative describes a military buildup on a scale the world
had never seen, as well as the war’s major battles and campaigns?and, throughout, it leads the
traveler to the memorials erected in the Doughboys’ wake, as well as to the many places that remain
unmarked and uncommemorated. Through their own words, we learn the feelings of those young
men and women who served in the war. What were their private thoughts and fears? Their personal
memories? Such eyewitness accounts, woven into the fabric of each chapter, give this absorbingly
written book an immediacy and vividness that marks a new departure in guidebooks. Complete with
photographs, the voices of the doughboys themselves, and up-to-date travel information, America
and World War I is an indispensible guide for those who wish to explore this vital but neglected
chapter in the American and European experience. • Major battles and battlefields • Memorials,
museums, sites, cemeteries, and statues • How to get there • What to see • Eyewitness accounts •
Maps • Then and now photographs
  fort des moines museum education center: National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002 United States. Congress, 2001
  fort des moines museum education center: House Reports U.S. Congress, 1994
  fort des moines museum education center: Black Meetings & Tourism , 2008
  fort des moines museum education center: Appropriations, Budget Estimates, Etc
United States. Congress, 2001
  fort des moines museum education center: Senate Document ,



  fort des moines museum education center: Ethnic and Racial Minorities in the U.S.
Military Alexander M. Bielakowski, 2013-01-11 This encyclopedia details the participation of
individual ethnic and racial minority groups throughout U.S. military history. Ethnic and Racial
Minorities in the U.S. Military: An Encyclopedia is unique in its coverage of nearly all major ethnic
and racial minority groups, as opposed to reference works that have focused only on individual
ethnic or racial minority groups. It acknowledges the military contributions of African Americans,
Asian Americans, French Americans, German Americans, Hispanic Americans, Irish Americans,
Jewish Americans, and Native Americans. This timely work highlights the individuals and events that
have shaped the experience of minorities in U.S. conflicts. The work provides a comprehensive
encyclopedia covering the role of all major ethnic and racial minorities in the United States during
wartime. Additionally, it considers how the integration of servicemen in the U.S. military set the
precedent for the eventual desegregation of America's civilian population.
  fort des moines museum education center: Humanities , 2008
  fort des moines museum education center: NBC and ABC ,
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