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fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023 are essential for new
recruits, their families, and military personnel to plan and prepare for this
significant milestone. Fort Leonard Wood, located in Missouri, serves as a
primary training center for the U.S. Army, providing initial entry training
for soldiers in various military occupational specialties. The graduation
dates mark the successful completion of rigorous basic combat training, which
equips soldiers with fundamental skills and discipline necessary for military
service. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the 2023
graduation schedule, including important dates, what to expect during
graduation ceremonies, guidance for attendees, and additional information
about Fort Leonard Wood’s training programs. Understanding these dates and
details helps ensure a smooth and memorable experience for both graduates and
their supporters. The following sections will delve into the specific
graduation dates, ceremony protocols, and helpful tips for guests attending
Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduations.
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2023 Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
Graduation Dates

The 2023 Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation dates are scheduled
throughout the year, typically occurring every four to six weeks as each
training cycle concludes. These dates are critical for families and friends
planning to attend the ceremonies to celebrate their loved ones’
achievements. Due to the structured nature of training cycles, the graduation
schedule is set in advance and publicly announced by the Fort Leonard Wood
Public Affairs Office.

Scheduled Graduation Dates



In 2023, Fort Leonard Wood has planned multiple graduation ceremonies aligned
with the completion of each Basic Combat Training (BCT) cycle. While exact
dates may be subject to slight changes, the anticipated graduation schedule
includes:

January 13, 2023

February 24, 2023

April 7, 2023

May 19, 2023

July 7, 2023

August 18, 2023

October 6, 2023

November 17, 2023

These dates represent the conclusion of approximately 10 weeks of intensive
training, including physical conditioning, weapons proficiency, and military
discipline. It is important for attendees to verify dates close to the time
of the event, as operational considerations can sometimes cause rescheduling.

How to Confirm Graduation Dates

Graduation dates are officially published by the Fort Leonard Wood Public
Affairs Office and can be confirmed through official military channels.
Family members and friends are encouraged to contact the Soldier’s chain of
command or the Fort Leonard Wood welcome center for the most current
information. Additionally, military support organizations frequently provide
updated schedules and assistance for guests planning to attend.

Understanding the Graduation Ceremony

The graduation ceremony at Fort Leonard Wood marks the culmination of basic
training, honoring the dedication and hard work of new soldiers. It is a
formal event that showcases the skills and discipline developed during the
training cycle and is an important tradition in the U.S. Army.



Ceremony Components

Graduation ceremonies typically include the following elements:

Parade and Review: Graduates march in formation, demonstrating military
bearing and precision.

Official Speeches: Commanders and distinguished guests address the
graduating soldiers and attendees.

Award Presentations: Recognition of outstanding achievements and honors.

Soldier Oath and Pledge: Affirmation of commitment to service and
country.

Family Recognition: The opportunity for families to greet graduates and
take photographs.

The ceremonies are conducted with military protocol and tradition, providing
a solemn yet celebratory atmosphere that reflects the significance of
completing basic training.

Ceremony Location and Timing

Graduations are held at the Fort Leonard Wood parade field or designated
ceremony areas. Typically, the event begins in the morning, around 9:00 AM or
10:00 AM, and lasts approximately two hours. Attendees are advised to arrive
early to secure seating and parking. Clear signage and Fort Leonard Wood
staff assist guests in navigating to the ceremony grounds.

Preparing for Graduation Day

Attending a Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation involves some
preparation to ensure a positive experience for all participants.
Understanding what to expect and how to plan ahead helps families and guests
fully enjoy this important milestone.

Visitor Guidelines and Recommendations

Fort Leonard Wood enforces specific rules and guidelines for visitors during



graduation events to maintain security and order. Important considerations
include:

Identification: Visitors must present valid photo identification at
entry points.

Prohibited Items: Weapons, alcohol, and large bags are not permitted on
the base.

Parking: Designated parking areas are available; carpooling is
encouraged due to limited spaces.

Photography: Photography is allowed, but drone use and professional
equipment may require prior approval.

Seating: Seating is generally on a first-come, first-served basis; bring
portable chairs if allowed.

Tips for Families and Friends

To make the most of the graduation day experience, consider the following
tips:

Confirm the exact date and time of graduation with the soldier’s unit1.
before traveling.

Plan your arrival early to avoid traffic delays and secure good seating.2.

Dress appropriately for the weather and the formal nature of the event.3.

Prepare for limited food and beverage options; consider bringing snacks4.
and water.

Coordinate meeting points with the graduate post-ceremony to avoid5.
confusion.

Additional Information About Fort Leonard Wood
Training

Fort Leonard Wood is a premier training installation for the U.S. Army,



specializing in Basic Combat Training as well as Advanced Individual Training
for engineers, military police, and chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear specialists. Understanding the broader context of the training
environment provides insight into the significance of the graduation dates.

Training Overview

Basic Combat Training at Fort Leonard Wood typically lasts about 10 weeks and
includes physical fitness, weapons handling, field training exercises, and
classroom instruction. The training emphasizes discipline, teamwork, and
soldiering skills to prepare recruits for their military careers. Following
BCT, many soldiers proceed to Advanced Individual Training, also conducted at
Fort Leonard Wood for select specialties.

Support Services and Visitor Resources

Fort Leonard Wood offers several support services for families and visitors,
including:

Welcome centers with information desks

On-base lodging and dining facilities

Transportation assistance and shuttle services

Guided tours and visitor orientation programs

These resources aim to facilitate a welcoming environment for families
attending graduations and other military events at the installation.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduation dates for 2023?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation dates for 2023 vary by training
cycle, typically occurring every 9 weeks throughout the year. Exact dates can
be confirmed on the official Fort Leonard Wood website or by contacting the
training unit.



How often do Basic Training graduations occur at
Fort Leonard Wood in 2023?
Basic Training graduations at Fort Leonard Wood usually occur every 9 weeks,
resulting in approximately 5 to 6 graduation ceremonies throughout 2023.

Where can I find the official Fort Leonard Wood
Basic Training graduation schedule for 2023?
The official Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation schedule for 2023 is
available on the U.S. Army Fort Leonard Wood official website or by
contacting the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office.

Can family and friends attend Fort Leonard Wood
Basic Training graduations in 2023?
Yes, family and friends are encouraged to attend Fort Leonard Wood Basic
Training graduations in 2023. Visitors should check the latest visitor
guidelines on the official Fort Leonard Wood website prior to attending.

What time do Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduations usually start in 2023?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in 2023 typically start in the
morning, around 9:00 AM, but exact times may vary by graduation. It's
recommended to verify the schedule beforehand.

Are there any COVID-19 restrictions for attending
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in
2023?
As of 2023, Fort Leonard Wood has lifted many COVID-19 restrictions, but
visitors should check the latest health and safety guidelines on the official
Fort Leonard Wood website before attending graduations.

How long is the Basic Training course at Fort
Leonard Wood before the 2023 graduation?
The Basic Training course at Fort Leonard Wood lasts approximately 10 weeks
before the graduation ceremony in 2023.

Additional Resources
1. Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training 2023: A Comprehensive Guide to Graduation
Dates



This book provides an in-depth look at the 2023 graduation schedule for Fort
Leonard Wood basic training. It includes detailed timelines, important
milestones, and tips for recruits and their families. The guide also offers
advice on preparing for graduation day and what to expect during the
ceremony.

2. Countdown to Graduation: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training 2023
Focused on the 2023 training cycles at Fort Leonard Wood, this title helps
recruits track their progress leading up to graduation. It covers the phases
of basic training, key dates, and the significance of each training event.
The book also shares motivational stories from past graduates.

3. Navigating Fort Leonard Wood: Basic Training Schedules and Graduation
Dates 2023
This resource is designed to help soldiers and their families understand the
structure of Fort Leonard Wood’s 2023 basic training programs. It outlines
all graduation dates and related events, along with helpful tips for managing
the training timeline. The book also discusses how to stay connected with
trainees during their course.

4. From Recruit to Soldier: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023
Chronicling the journey of new soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023, this
book emphasizes the importance of graduation dates and the preparation
involved. It provides a detailed schedule and insights into the training
experience. Readers gain a clear picture of the transformation from civilian
to soldier.

5. 2023 Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training: What Families Need to Know About
Graduation
Tailored for families, this book explains the 2023 basic training graduation
dates and ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood. It offers guidance on planning
visits, understanding the training schedule, and supporting recruits from
afar. The book also includes suggestions for celebrating graduation
milestones.

6. Mark Your Calendar: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023
This handy reference lists all the key graduation dates for Fort Leonard
Wood’s 2023 training cycles. It is ideal for recruits, families, and friends
eager to stay informed. The book features a calendar format and highlights
important events leading up to graduation.

7. Preparing for the Big Day: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation
2023
Focused on the final phase of basic training, this book guides recruits
through the preparations needed for their 2023 graduation at Fort Leonard
Wood. It covers everything from physical readiness to ceremony details,
ensuring a smooth transition. The author also includes practical advice for
managing stress and expectations.

8. Inside Fort Leonard Wood: A 2023 Basic Training Graduation Overview
This title offers an insider’s perspective on the Fort Leonard Wood basic



training experience in 2023. It highlights the significance of graduation
dates within the training schedule and explores the cultural and historical
aspects of the ceremony. Readers receive a well-rounded understanding of what
graduation symbolizes.

9. The Journey Complete: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023
Stories
Featuring personal accounts from 2023 graduates, this collection shares
diverse experiences related to Fort Leonard Wood’s basic training and
graduation dates. The stories reflect challenges, triumphs, and memorable
moments from the training journey. It serves as both inspiration and a
tribute to new soldiers’ dedication.
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  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: Upon the Altar of Freedom Jill
Smith, Terry Smith, Richard Salcido, 2023-10-02 Heart-gripping accounts from family, friends, and
military brethren show that the battle seldom ends when veterans come home. The physical and
psychological scars mar them for life, a permanent bane that they endure for our peace and safety.
Such scenarios have occurred countless times throughout our country's history to defend the red,
white, and blue. Remarkably, most would do it all over again if needed. Despite PTSD, one such
veteran, Jeremy Smith, continues to deeply touch the lives of those around him. Upon the Altar of
Freedom shares the soul-touching quest of Jeremy and his family as they endeavor to ensure that he
lives the American dream for which he fought valiantly, despite his torments. Marvel as you read
how they silently embrace suffering so that we can enjoy freedom and liberty.
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: Treading the Deep Bradley Jones,
2021-11-09 A directionless young man with an anxiety disorder enlists in the military—and
accomplishes things he never expected—in this inspiring, entertaining memoir. In his wildest
dreams, Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Bradley P. Jones never thought he would make a career
out of the military. Like many, he joined for the college tuition assistance. Secretly worried that his
panic attacks might prevent him from making it through, he was nevertheless determined to serve
out his first and only enlistment, and then move on to bigger and better things. He managed to leave
the military—called a break in service—for four years, but the military never left his thoughts or his
system. There was something about serving his country that constantly called to him through his
missionary service in South America and then into his university studies. Bradley finally succumbed
to that calling—reenlisting into an AH-64 Apache helicopter battalion near the university. From
there, his service led to a career he loved—working on Apaches as a full-time federal employee,
while starting a family with his wife as a newlywed. While serving in Kuwait on September 11, 2001,
his life, along with those of millions of others in and out of uniform, changed. From that day, his
career trajectory seemed to him to be predetermined, finally culminating in his appointment to serve
his beloved fellow soldiers as the top enlisted member in the battalion. In Treading the Deep,
Bradley Jones’s humor and faith-promoting experiences restore our belief in the tenacity of the
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human spirit and its ability to ultimately overcome—no matter the trials or circumstances.
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: Gifts of Grace Lynn Bulock,
2011-07-15 A HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS When Carl Brenner had saved a struggling widow and
her small children from spending Christmas in a cold, ramshackle farmhouse, he'd never realized
how his lonely life would be forever changed. The storekeeper might have given Grace Mallory a
fresh start and renewed her faith in God, but she'd made his house into a home. One filled with
laughter, singing and the best home cooking in all of Missouri. And now Carl prayed for God's gift of
grace once more. For how else would he ever find the key to unlock Grace's precious heart?
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: Fifty Years from the Basement
to the Second Floor Tom Colbert, 2023-10-06 In Fifty Years from the Basement to the Second
Floor, Tom Colbert, former chief of justice of the Oklahoma Supreme Court, shares his extraordinary
life story—a story of resilience, determination, and hope. From his great-great grandmother who,
though born into slavery, lived to be over 100 years old to his great grandfather who fought to be
enrolled as a member of Creek Tribal Nation to his grandfather who walked over a mile home after
being shot in the chest, never giving up no matter how hard the journey was instilled into Tom at a
very young age. Born on December 30, 1949, Tom was raised by his mother and grandparents in
Sapulpa, Oklahoma, when segregation laws were in effect. In fact, a few days after Tom was born,
Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher had just started her second semester as a law student at the University of
Oklahoma Law School after fighting for three years to be admitted there, refusing to attend the
makeshift “Black-only” law school set up in the basement of the State Capitol. Though racial
segregation was deemed unconstitutional in 1954, integration was intentionally delayed in Tom’s
town, and he didn’t attend an integrated school until the fall of 1965. Although some teachers at his
high school were welcoming, many staff and students were not, and Tom and his friends experienced
racism, bigotry, and hatred, despite being star athletes and diligent students. Though he grew up in
poverty and a world entrenched in systemic racism as well as dealt with family tragedies, Tom beat
impossible odds, proving the naysayers of his youth wrong. He not only worked hard and became an
outstanding lawyer, but reached the pinnacle of judiciary—and became the first Black man in
Oklahoma to do so. Just like Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher, Tom refused the “basement,” and that noble
resistance led him all the way to the second floor of the Oklahoma State Capitol.
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: The Good, the Bad, and the
Ugly S. Saidah Bey, 2023-02-16 The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly is a story told by three sisters that
takes place in a small community in Ellisville, Mississippi, in the Jones County--also known as the
Free State of Jones. It begins with the birth of their mother and her siblings through their adulthood
and departure from Mississippi. The center of the story was their mother and the life and time of
being her children. She married at the age of seventeen. After finishing the eighth grade, she
contemplated becoming a teacher, which was the requirement at that time for being an educator,
but she decided that she would teach her own children. And that she did. It has taken almost four
years to write this book including the time that they took thinking and talking about it. The Good,
the Bad, and the Ugly reveals the joys, the tragedies, heartaches, family miracles, disappointments,
pains and tears, and southern racism. It spans almost one hundred years, and for them, from what
they've heard, seen, and experienced, they were worth putting into words. A lot of this information
came from their mother as they would sit and talk. Along with the conversations that the sisters had
with everyday life, it was out of these situations that they decided to write this book. Every family
has a story, and this is theirs. This book is meant to be a dedication as well as a salutation to each
and every member of their family along with close friends and in memory of all those loved ones who
had gone before them. Because without them, there would be no good, no bad, and no ugly. It is a
southern story. Although a lot of things happened, the coolest and greatest thing besides knowing all
of these special people is that they are their family.
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: U.C.A.P. Skip Van Rensalier,
2023-02-16 Paterson is the third largest city in the state of New Jersey. It is the home of Larry Doby
(the first African American baseball player to play in the American League in 1947), the



world-famous comedian Lou Costello, the Great Falls National Historic Park, the Huntoon-Van
Rensalier underground railroad site, the Hinchliffe Stadium (where many teams from the old Negro
Baseball League played, including the New York Black Yankees), and the first submarine, which was
invented and manufactured by John Holland, a Paterson schoolteacher. But the lifeblood of Paterson
are the ones who proudly call themselves Patersonians. These are the people who were born, raised,
lived, worked, played, or raised their own families in Paterson. In UCAP: Up Close and Paterson, you
will hear from a small sampling of current and former residents who comprise the ethnic,
socioeconomic, cultural, political, and religious diversity that is Paterson, New Jersey. Through their
personal stories, you will get a brief glimpse into the soul of the city dubbed the Silk City. And even
with their contrasting and oftentimes very candid views of how different Paterson is now compared
to when they grew up, there's no denying the love and pride they have for the city they call home,
P-Town!
  fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023: Breaking Point Rebecca
Schwartz Greene, 2023-01-03 WINNER, SOCIETY FOR MILITARY HISTORY DISTINGUISHED BOOK
AWARDS - FIRST BOOK This book informs the public for the first time about the impact of American
psychiatry on soldiers during World War II. Breaking Point is the first in-depth history of American
psychiatry in World War II. Drawn from unpublished primary documents, oral histories, and the
author’s personal interviews and correspondence over years with key psychiatric and military
policymakers, it begins with Franklin Roosevelt’s endorsement of a universal Selective Service
psychiatric examination followed by Army and Navy pre- and post-induction examinations.
Ultimately, 2.5 million men and women were rejected or discharged from military service on
neuropsychiatric grounds. Never before or since has the United States engaged in such a program.
In designing Selective Service Medical Circular No. 1, psychiatrist Harry Stack Sullivan assumed
psychiatrists could predict who might break down or falter in military service or even in civilian life
thereafter. While many American and European psychiatrists questioned this belief, and huge
numbers of American psychiatric casualties soon raised questions about screening’s validity,
psychiatric and military leaders persisted in 1942 and 1943 in endorsing ever tougher screening and
little else. Soon, families complained of fathers and teens being drafted instead of being identified as
psychiatric 4Fs, and Blacks and Native Americans, among others, complained of bias. A frustrated
General George S. Patton famously slapped two “malingering” neuropsychiatric patients in Sicily (a
sentiment shared by Marshall and Eisenhower, though they favored a tamer style). Yet psychiatric
rejections, evacuations, and discharges mounted. While psychiatrist Roy Grinker and a few others
treated soldiers close to the front in Tunisia in early 1943, this was the exception. But as demand for
manpower soared and psychiatrists finally went to the field and saw that combat itself, not
“predisposition,” precipitated breakdown, leading military psychiatrists switched their emphasis
from screening to prevention and treatment. But this switch was too little too late and slowed by a
year-long series of Inspector General investigations even while numbers of psychiatric casualties
soared. Ironically, despite and even partly because of psychiatrists’ wartime performance, plus the
emotional toll of war, postwar America soon witnessed a dramatic growth in numbers, popularity,
and influence of the profession, culminating in the National Mental Health Act (1946). But veterans
with “PTSD,” not recognized until 1980, were largely neglected.
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