fort lauderdale historical society

fort lauderdale historical society plays a crucial role in preserving and celebrating the rich
heritage of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Established to safeguard the city’s historical artifacts,
documents, and stories, the society provides valuable insights into the area’s development from a
small settlement to a bustling metropolitan hub. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and
community events, the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society fosters a deeper understanding of local
history among residents and visitors alike. This article explores the origins, mission, collections, and
activities of the society, highlighting its significance in maintaining cultural continuity. Additionally,
it examines the historical landmarks that the society helps preserve and the opportunities available
for public engagement. Emphasizing the importance of historical preservation, the Fort Lauderdale
Historical Society stands as a pillar of knowledge and heritage in the region. Below is an outline of
the main aspects covered in this article.

e History and Mission of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
e Collections and Archives

e Educational Programs and Community Outreach

e Preservation of Historic Landmarks

e Events and Exhibitions

e Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

History and Mission of the Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society was founded with the primary goal of preserving the city’s
unique history and fostering an appreciation for its cultural heritage. Since its inception, the society
has dedicated itself to collecting, protecting, and interpreting artifacts and records that document
Fort Lauderdale’s growth and transformation over the years. The mission centers on educating the
public about the city’s past, promoting historical research, and ensuring that future generations
have access to an authentic record of local history. By emphasizing both preservation and education,
the society serves as a guardian of Fort Lauderdale’s legacy.

Founding and Development

The origins of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society date back to community efforts in the mid-20th
century when residents recognized the need to safeguard local history amid rapid urban
development. Over time, the organization expanded its scope, acquiring significant collections and
establishing partnerships with local government and cultural institutions. Today, the society
operates as a key resource for historians, educators, and the general public.



Core Objectives

The society’s core objectives include:

Preserving historical sites and artifacts related to Fort Lauderdale’s history

Providing educational resources and programming to schools and the community

e Encouraging research and documentation of local historical events

Promoting awareness of the city’s cultural diversity and heritage

Collections and Archives

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of artifacts, photographs,
documents, and oral histories that chronicle the city’s past. These collections offer invaluable
insights into various aspects of local life, from early indigenous settlements to the impact of tourism
and urban expansion.

Artifacts and Memorabilia

The society’s artifact collection includes items such as tools, clothing, household objects, and
personal belongings of notable residents. These physical remnants provide a tangible connection to
Fort Lauderdale’s history and are carefully preserved to ensure their longevity.

Photographic and Document Archives

Historical photographs and documents form a significant portion of the society’s archives. These
materials capture the evolution of the cityscape, important events, and everyday life in Fort
Lauderdale. The archives also contain newspapers, maps, letters, and official records that serve as
primary sources for researchers and historians.

Oral Histories

Recognizing the value of first-hand accounts, the society has collected numerous oral histories from
longtime residents and community leaders. These narratives enrich the historical record by
providing personal perspectives on significant moments and cultural changes within Fort
Lauderdale.

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is a cornerstone of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society’s activities. The organization
offers a variety of programs designed to engage learners of all ages and promote awareness of local
history.



School Programs

The society collaborates with local schools to provide curriculum-based educational experiences.
These include guided tours, interactive workshops, and classroom presentations that align with state
history standards. Such programs aim to inspire students to appreciate their community’s heritage.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regular lectures and workshops feature historians, authors, and experts who discuss topics related
to Fort Lauderdale’s past. These events foster community dialogue and encourage lifelong learning
about the city’s historical development.

Community Partnerships

Through partnerships with cultural organizations, libraries, and civic groups, the Fort Lauderdale
Historical Society expands its outreach efforts. Collaborative initiatives help to reach diverse
audiences and promote inclusive historical narratives.

Preservation of Historic Landmarks

Preserving Fort Lauderdale’s historic landmarks is a vital aspect of the society’s mission. The
organization actively participates in efforts to protect and maintain sites that embody the city’s
architectural and cultural heritage.

Notable Historic Sites

Some of the key landmarks associated with the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society include early
pioneer homes, historic commercial buildings, and significant public spaces. These sites offer a
glimpse into the architectural styles and community life of earlier periods.

Advocacy and Restoration

The society advocates for preservation policies and provides expertise to support restoration
projects. By working with local authorities and preservationists, the organization helps ensure that
historic structures are maintained and integrated into the city’s modern landscape.

Heritage Tourism

Promoting heritage tourism is another way the society contributes to preservation efforts. By
encouraging visitors to explore historic sites, the organization raises awareness of Fort Lauderdale’s
rich past while supporting local economic development.

Events and Exhibitions

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society regularly hosts events and exhibitions that showcase its
collections and highlight different facets of the city’s history. These activities engage the public and
celebrate the community’s cultural identity.



Temporary and Permanent Exhibits

The society curates both temporary and permanent exhibits that explore themes such as pioneer life,
maritime history, and the city’s role in regional development. Exhibits often feature multimedia
elements and interactive displays to enhance visitor experience.

Annual Events

Annual events like heritage festivals, historical reenactments, and commemorative ceremonies
provide opportunities for community participation and education. These events celebrate Fort
Lauderdale’s milestones and honor its diverse cultural influences.

Special Programs

Special programs, including book launches, art shows, and commemorations of significant
anniversaries, further enrich the society’s event calendar. Such initiatives foster ongoing
engagement with the city’s historical narrative.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society offers membership programs that allow individuals to
support its mission and gain access to exclusive benefits. Membership fosters a sense of community
among history enthusiasts and provides vital funding for the society’s activities.

Benefits of Membership

Members receive newsletters, invitations to special events, discounts on educational programs, and
opportunities to participate in preservation initiatives. These benefits encourage active involvement
in the society’s work.

Volunteer Roles

Volunteers play an essential role in supporting the society’s operations. Opportunities include
assisting with archival work, guiding tours, organizing events, and conducting research. Volunteers
contribute their time and expertise to help sustain the society’s impact.

How to Get Involved

Individuals interested in joining the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society or volunteering can contact
the organization to learn more about current openings and initiatives. Engagement with the society
provides meaningful ways to contribute to the preservation and celebration of Fort Lauderdale’s
history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the mission of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society?

The mission of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society is to preserve, protect, and promote the rich
history and heritage of Fort Lauderdale through education, preservation efforts, and community
engagement.

Where is the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society located?

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society is located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, with its headquarters
often situated near historic landmarks such as the Stranahan House Museum.

What are some key historic sites managed by the Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society?

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society manages several key historic sites, including the Stranahan
House, the oldest surviving structure in Fort Lauderdale, and other historic buildings that showcase
the city’s heritage.

Does the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society offer educational
programs?
Yes, the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society offers a variety of educational programs, including

guided tours, lectures, workshops, and events designed to educate the public about the history and
culture of Fort Lauderdale.

How can I become a member of the Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society?

You can become a member of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society by visiting their official website
or contacting their office directly to join. Membership often includes benefits such as newsletters,
event invitations, and discounts on tours.

Are there volunteer opportunities available at the Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society?

Yes, the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society offers volunteer opportunities for individuals interested
in helping with tours, events, preservation projects, and administrative support to assist in
promoting and preserving the city's history.

Additional Resources

1. Fort Lauderdale: The Venice of America

This book explores the early development of Fort Lauderdale, highlighting its transformation from a
small trading post to a bustling city known as the “Venice of America” due to its extensive canal
system. It delves into the impact of the 1920s land boom and the role of the New River in shaping
the community. Richly illustrated with historic photographs, this volume is essential for



understanding the city’s origins.

2. Pioneers of Fort Lauderdale: Stories from the Past

A collection of biographical sketches and personal stories of the early settlers and influential figures
in Fort Lauderdale’s history. The book captures the challenges and triumphs faced by these
pioneers, offering readers a personal glimpse into the establishment of the city. It also includes
interviews and archival materials from the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society.

3. Canals and Commerce: Fort Lauderdale’s Waterway Heritage

This book focuses on the critical role that canals and waterways played in Fort Lauderdale’s
economic development. It details the engineering feats involved in canal construction and how these
waterways facilitated trade, transportation, and tourism. The narrative connects the city’s past to its
modern identity as a hub for boating and water activities.

4. Military Fort Lauderdale: From Fort to City

Tracing the city’s roots back to its military beginnings, this book covers the establishment of the
original Fort Lauderdale during the Seminole Wars. It examines how military presence influenced
urban growth and security in the region. The book includes maps, military records, and photographs
curated by the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society.

5. Historic Homes of Fort Lauderdale

A visual and descriptive tour of Fort Lauderdale’s most significant historic residences, this book
highlights architectural styles from different eras. It provides insights into the lives of former
inhabitants and the preservation efforts undertaken by local historians. Readers gain an
appreciation for the city’s architectural heritage and cultural evolution.

6. Fort Lauderdale and the Florida Land Boom

This volume investigates the rapid growth and speculative real estate frenzy during the Florida Land
Boom of the 1920s and its effects on Fort Lauderdale. It includes economic data, newspaper
excerpts, and personal accounts that reveal both the optimism and the eventual bust. The book
offers a comprehensive look at a pivotal period in the city’s history.

7. Cultural Crossroads: Fort Lauderdale’s Diverse Heritage

Highlighting the multicultural influences that have shaped Fort Lauderdale, this book explores the
contributions of Native American tribes, African Americans, Caribbean immigrants, and other
communities. It documents festivals, traditions, and social movements that reflect the city’s rich
cultural tapestry. The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society’s archives provide much of the source
material.

8. Fort Lauderdale in World War II

This detailed account focuses on Fort Lauderdale’s role during World War II, including its military
bases, training camps, and the city’s home front activities. The book sheds light on how the war
effort transformed the local economy and demographics. Veteran interviews and archival
photographs bring this important era to life.

9. Preserving the Past: The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society’s Journey

An insider’s look at the founding, mission, and accomplishments of the Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society. This book chronicles the society’s efforts to collect, preserve, and interpret the city’s history
through exhibits, publications, and community outreach. It serves as both a tribute to the
organization and a guide for future historical preservation initiatives.
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one of America's favorite tourist destinations and the seat of government for Florida's
second-most-populous county. With a selection of fine historic images from her best-selling book
Historic Photos of Fort Lauderdale, Susan Gillis provides a valuable and revealing historical
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community to more recent stories of rum running and gambling, segregation and integration, and
boom and bust, the history of this Florida city is told here through the everyday lives of those who
lived it.
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several decades. Once a wilderness home for the Seminole Indians and a few hardy pioneers, the
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to become one of America's favorite tourist destinations and the seat of government for Florida's
second-most-populous county. Historic Photos of Fort Lauderdale captures the story of that
remarkable growth, through striking black and white photographs carefully selected from the finest
collections. In these pages are seldom-seen images of a dramatic past: the Seminoles, early residents
of the tropical wilderness; the arrival of railroads and the growth of tourism; farmers and their
crops; and the creation of canals and roads and airfields. From the days of wooden stores and empty
beaches to the era of high-rises and Spring Break crowds, through hurricanes, wars, and times of
boom-and-bust, Historic Photos of Fort Lauderdale tells the story of the Venice of America,
presented in a unique collection of never-to-be-gotten images.
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fort lauderdale historical society: Directory of Historical Organizations in the United
States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.

fort lauderdale historical society: Old House Interiors , 1995 National architectural magazine
now in its fifteenth year, covering period-inspired design 1700-1950. Commissioned photographs
show real homes, inspired by the past but livable. Historical and interpretive rooms are included;
new construction, additions, and new kitchens and baths take their place along with restoration
work. A feature on furniture appears in every issue. Product coverage is extensive. Experts offer
advice for homeowners and designers on finishing, decorating, and furnishing period homes of every
era. A garden feature, essays, archival material, events and exhibitions, and book reviews round out
the editorial. Many readers claim the beautiful advertising—all of it design-related, no “lifestyle”
ads—is as important to them as the articles.

fort lauderdale historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

fort lauderdale historical society: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Florida DK Travel, 2016-07-05
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida will lead you straight to the best attractions the Sunshine State
has to offer. Explore the state's history, architecture, wildlife, beaches, and scenic walks. This
in-depth guidebook covers all the major cities and sights, from Miami Beach and the Florida Keys to
the Everglades, the Gulf Coast, and more. It provides the insider travel tips you need, whether you
are making the most of the nightlife or discovering historic towns. Discover DK Eyewitness Travel
Guide: Florida. + Detailed itineraries and don't-miss destination highlights at a glance. + Illustrated
cutaway 3-D drawings of important sights. + Floor plans and guided visitor information for major
museums. + Guided walking tours, local drink and dining specialties to try, things to do, and places
to eat, drink, and shop by area. + Area maps marked with sights and restaurants. + Insights into
history and culture to help you understand the stories behind the sights. + Suggested day trips and
itineraries to explore beyond the cities and towns. + Hotel and restaurant listings highlight DK
Choice special recommendations. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations,
and custom maps that illuminate every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida truly shows you
this state as no one else can.
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Braun, 2009 Presents an illustrated reference that covers the history, culture and tribal distribution
of North American Indians.
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format. DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida will lead you straight to the best attractions Florida has
to offer, and provides the insider travel tips you need, whether you are making the most of the
nightlife or discovering historic towns. Fully illustrated, it covers all the major cities and sights, from




Miami Beach and the Florida Keys, to the Everglades, the Gulf Coast, and more. DK Eyewitness
Travel Guide: Florida explores the culture, history, architecture, wildlife, beaches, and scenic walks.
You'll find 3-D illustrated cutaways and floor plans of all the must-see sights, as well as street maps
and reliable information for getting around the state. Plus, this guidebook is packed with
comprehensive listings of the best hotels, restaurants, shops, and nightlife in each area for all
budgets. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations, and custom maps that
brighten every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida truly shows you this state as no one else
can.
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Appropriations for 1988: National Endowment for the Arts United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies,
1987
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appropriations for 1988 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1987

fort lauderdale historical society: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK Publishing,
2010-07-01 The DK Eyewitness Florida travel guide will lead you straight to the best attractions
Florida has to offer. Fully illustrated with coverage of all the major sights from Miami Beach to the
Everglades, plus the Florida Keys and the Gulf Coast. Whether you are making the most of the
illustrious nightlife or discovering historic Pensacola, this guide provides all the insider tips every
visitor needs, with comprehensive listings of the best hotels, restaurants, shops and nightlife in each
region for all budgets. You'll find floorplans of all the must-see sites including Castillo de San
Marcos, Tampa city centre and the Flagler Museum, including street maps of major towns and cities
plus reliable information about getting around this diverse state. DK Eyewitness Florida explores the
culture, history, wildlife and architecture, not missing dramatic countryside and scenic walks in the
fantastic Floridian sun. With all the sights, beaches, shops and attractions listed town by town, the
DK Eyewitness Florida is your essential companion. Don't miss a thing on your holiday with The DK
Eyewitness Florida.

fort lauderdale historical society: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida DK, 2014-06-02 The
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Florida is your indispensable guide to this beautiful part of the U.S.
The fully updated guide includes unique cutaways, floor plans, and reconstructions of the must-see
sites, plus street-by-street maps of all the fascinating cities and towns. This new-look guide is also
packed with photographs and illustrations leading you straight to the best attractions. This uniquely
visual DK Eyewitness Travel Guide will help you discover everything region-by-region, from local
festivals and markets to day trips around the countryside. Detailed listings will guide you to the best
hotels, restaurants, bars, and shops for all budgets, while detailed practical information will help you
to get around, whether by train, bus, or car. Plus, DK's excellent insider tips and essential local
information will help you explore every corner of Florida effortlessly.
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