forensic psychology research topics

forensic psychology research topics encompass a broad and dynamic field that
intersects psychology and the legal system. This area of study involves
examining criminal behavior, assessing offenders, understanding the
psychological impact of crime, and aiding in legal decision-making processes.
Researchers and practitioners explore various aspects such as criminal
profiling, eyewitness testimony, mental health evaluations, and
rehabilitation methods. The significance of forensic psychology research
topics lies in their potential to improve the accuracy of legal proceedings,
enhance criminal justice outcomes, and contribute to public safety. This
article provides an in-depth overview of prominent forensic psychology
research topics, exploring emerging trends and foundational concepts. The
discussion will cover the psychological assessment of offenders, the role of
mental illness in crime, investigative psychology, and ethical considerations
within the field.
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Psychological Assessment and Evaluation in
Forensic Settings

Psychological assessment is a critical component of forensic psychology
research topics, involving the systematic evaluation of individuals involved
in the legal system. These assessments help determine a person's mental
state, competency to stand trial, risk of reoffending, and suitability for
various legal outcomes. Forensic psychologists utilize a variety of tools and
techniques, including structured interviews, standardized tests, and
behavioral observations.

Competency to Stand Trial Evaluations

One significant research area involves evaluating a defendant's capacity to
understand court proceedings and participate in their defense. Competency



assessments ensure that legal standards are met, protecting the rights of
individuals with potential cognitive or psychiatric impairments.

Risk Assessment and Prediction of Violence

Forensic psychology research topics frequently address the prediction of
violent behavior and recidivism. Risk assessment instruments, such as
actuarial tools and clinical judgment methods, are studied to improve
accuracy in forecasting future offenses, informing sentencing, and parole
decisions.

Assessment of Psychopathy and Personality Disorders

Research often focuses on identifying psychopathic traits and personality
disorders within offender populations. Understanding these characteristics
aids in developing tailored interventions and managing individuals who pose
significant risks to society.

Criminal Behavior and Profiling

The study of criminal behavior and profiling remains a central theme in
forensic psychology research topics. This field investigates the motives,
patterns, and psychological traits of offenders to assist law enforcement in
solving crimes and preventing future offenses.

Offender Typologies and Behavioral Analysis

Research into offender typologies categorizes criminals based on behavioral
patterns, psychological traits, and crime scene evidence. Behavioral analysis
assists in generating profiles that narrow suspect pools during
investigations.

Geographic Profiling and Crime Mapping

Geographic profiling uses spatial analysis to identify likely areas where
offenders reside or operate. This approach combines psychological theories
with geographic data to enhance investigative strategies.

Motivations Behind Violent and Sexual Crimes

Exploring the psychological motivations behind violent and sexual offenses is
a vital research topic. Understanding factors such as power, control, and
psychological trauma contributes to prevention and treatment efforts.



Eyewitness Testimony and Memory

Eyewitness testimony plays a crucial role in many legal cases, yet it is
susceptible to errors and biases. Research in this area seeks to understand
the reliability of eyewitness accounts and methods to improve their accuracy.

Factors Affecting Eyewitness Accuracy

Studies examine variables such as stress, lighting conditions, and the
presence of weapons, which can influence an eyewitness's ability to recall
events accurately. These factors are critical in evaluating testimonial
evidence in courts.

Memory Reconstruction and False Memories

Forensic psychology research topics also address how memories can be
distorted or reconstructed over time, leading to false memories. This
research is significant for understanding wrongful convictions and the
reliability of confessions.

Techniques to Enhance Eyewitness Identification

Developing and validating techniques like the cognitive interview and
sequential lineups aim to improve the precision of eyewitness identifications
and minimize mistaken identifications.

Mental Health and Crime

The intersection of mental health and criminal behavior constitutes a
prominent research area within forensic psychology. This includes examining
how mental illnesses influence criminal actions and the implications for
legal responsibility.

Insanity Defense and Legal Standards

Research explores the criteria and application of the insanity defense,
evaluating how mental disorders affect criminal culpability and the
challenges in its implementation.

Psychiatric Disorders in Offender Populations

Studies focus on the prevalence and impact of psychiatric conditions such as
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and substance abuse among offenders, with



implications for treatment and risk management.

The Impact of Trauma and Abuse on Criminal Behavior

Research investigates how experiences of trauma and abuse contribute to the
development of criminal behavior, emphasizing the need for trauma-informed
approaches in forensic settings.

Rehabilitation and Treatment of Offenders

Effective rehabilitation strategies are critical to reducing recidivism and
promoting offender reintegration into society. Forensic psychology research
topics in this area focus on treatment modalities and their outcomes.

Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy for Offenders

Cognitive-behavioral interventions aim to modify maladaptive thought patterns
and behaviors associated with criminal activity. Research evaluates the
effectiveness of these therapies in reducing criminal behavior.

Substance Abuse Treatment in Correctional Settings

Given the high rates of substance abuse among offenders, research examines
specialized treatment programs designed to address addiction and its role in
criminality.

Programs for Juvenile Offenders

Juvenile rehabilitation is a distinct area, with research focusing on age-
appropriate interventions that address developmental needs and prevent future
criminal conduct.

Ethical and Legal Issues in Forensic Psychology

Ethical considerations and legal obligations form a foundational aspect of
forensic psychology research topics. Ensuring professionalism and adherence
to ethical standards is paramount in this sensitive field.

Confidentiality and Privilege

Research addresses the challenges of maintaining client confidentiality



within legal contexts and the limits imposed by court orders and public
safety concerns.

Dual Roles and Conflicts of Interest

Forensic psychologists often face conflicts between therapeutic and
evaluative roles. Studies explore strategies to manage these dual
relationships ethically.

Standards for Expert Testimony

The criteria for providing expert witness testimony are a significant
research topic, including the reliability and admissibility of psychological
evidence in court.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some current trending topics in forensic
psychology research?

Current trending topics include the psychology of false confessions, the
impact of trauma on eyewitness testimony, risk assessment for violent
offenders, juvenile delinquency and rehabilitation, mental health and
criminal responsibility, and the use of technology in criminal profiling.

How does forensic psychology research address the
issue of false confessions?

Research in forensic psychology examines the psychological factors that
contribute to false confessions, such as coercive interrogation techniques,



cognitive vulnerabilities, and social pressures, aiming to develop better
interrogation methods and legal safeguards.

What role does forensic psychology play in assessing
the risk of reoffending?

Forensic psychologists use validated risk assessment tools and psychological
evaluations to estimate the likelihood of an offender committing future
crimes, which aids in sentencing, parole decisions, and treatment planning.

Why is the study of juvenile delinquency important
in forensic psychology research?

Studying juvenile delinquency helps forensic psychologists understand
developmental, social, and environmental factors influencing youth offending,
which informs prevention strategies and rehabilitation programs tailored to
young offenders.

How is trauma researched within forensic psychology,
especially concerning eyewitness testimony?

Research explores how traumatic experiences affect memory accuracy, stress
responses, and the reliability of eyewitness accounts, leading to improved
interview techniques and legal processes that account for trauma's impact.

What advancements in technology are influencing
forensic psychology research topics?

Advancements such as neuroimaging, biometric analysis, and artificial
intelligence are being integrated into forensic psychology to enhance
criminal profiling, lie detection, and understanding of offender behavior.

Additional Resources

1. Forensic Psychology: Crime, Justice, Law, Interventions

This book offers a comprehensive overview of forensic psychology, exploring
the interaction between psychological principles and the legal system. It
covers topics such as criminal behavior, psychological assessment, and
intervention strategies. The text is grounded in empirical research and
includes case studies to illustrate practical applications.

2. Criminal Behavior and the Justice System: Psychological Perspectives
Focusing on the psychological factors contributing to criminal behavior, this
book examines theories of offending, victimology, and the role of mental
health within the justice system. It highlights recent research on offender
profiling, risk assessment, and rehabilitation programs. The book is
essential for understanding the psychological underpinnings of crime.



3. Applied Forensic Psychology: Practice and Research

This volume bridges the gap between theory and practice in forensic
psychology, emphasizing evidence-based approaches to assessment and
treatment. It includes chapters on competency evaluations, eyewitness
testimony, and the psychological impact of incarceration. The book is well-
suited for researchers and practitioners interested in applied forensic work.

4. Neuroscience and Forensic Psychology: Exploring Brain and Behavior
Delving into the intersection of neuroscience and forensic psychology, this
book examines how brain imaging and neuropsychological assessments inform
legal decisions. Topics include the neural correlates of criminal behavior,
brain injury and culpability, and the implications for sentencing. The
research presented provides insights into the biological basis of
criminality.

5. Psychopathy and Antisocial Behavior: Research and Clinical Perspectives
This text focuses on psychopathy and its role in criminal behavior, exploring
diagnostic criteria, assessment tools, and treatment challenges. It
integrates empirical research with clinical insights to understand the
complexities of antisocial personality disorders. The book is valuable for
those studying risk factors and intervention strategies for high-risk
offenders.

6. Eyewitness Memory and Testimony: Psychological Research and Legal
Applications

Examining the reliability of eyewitness accounts, this book reviews cognitive
psychology research on memory, perception, and suggestibility. It discusses
how factors like stress, misinformation, and lineup procedures affect
testimony accuracy. The book also considers legal implications and methods to
improve eyewitness evidence in court.

7. Juvenile Forensic Psychology: Assessment and Intervention

This book addresses forensic psychological issues specific to juvenile
offenders, including developmental considerations and risk assessment. It
covers topics such as juvenile justice policies, rehabilitation programs, and
the impact of trauma. The research emphasizes tailored approaches to young
offenders within the legal system.

8. Forensic Psychology and Risk Assessment: Evaluating Dangerousness and
Reoffending

Focusing on risk assessment methods, this volume explores tools and
techniques used to predict violent and sexual reoffending. It reviews
actuarial and clinical approaches, ethical concerns, and policy implications.
The book is critical for professionals involved in legal decision-making and
offender management.

9. Psychological Profiling and Criminal Investigation: Theory and Practice
This book examines the science behind offender profiling, including
behavioral analysis and investigative psychology. It evaluates the
effectiveness of profiling techniques and their application in solving
crimes. The text integrates research findings with case examples, offering a



thorough understanding of profiling in forensic contexts.
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forensic psychology research topics: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R. Bartol,
Anne M. Bartol, 2025-01-09 Written by authors with extensive experience in both the field and
classroom, Introduction to Forensic Psychology: Research and Application, Seventh Edition equips
students with the skills to analyze psychological knowledge and research findings, applying them
effectively to both civil and criminal justice systems. The text is structured to cover five vital areas:
law enforcement and investigative psychology, legal psychology, criminal psychology, victimology
and victim services, and correctional psychology, while also addressing emerging technologies such
as facial recognition and artificial intelligence. Moreover, it emphasizes an essential multicultural
perspective, underscoring the need for sensitivity to ethnic, gender, cultural, and racial dynamics,
preparing students to navigate the diverse challenges they will encounter in their professional
careers.

forensic psychology research topics: Forensic Psychology Jennifer Brown, Yvonne Shell, Terri
Cole, 2015-09-14 Winner of the British Psychological Society Book Award 2018 - Textbook category
"This fascinating book examines some of the ideological underpinnings of forensic psychological
research, policy and practice. It is refreshingly reflective and a significant contribution to the field. I
strongly recommend it.” - Professor Graham Towl, Durham University and formerly Chief
Psychologist at the Ministry of Justice 'The strength of this book is the complexity of concepts and
topics covered mean that it is suitable for students who wish to be challenged.” - Dr Louise Almond,
University of Liverpool This is a book for people who like to think. It presents the realities of
practice with the challenges of theory and asks the reader to shake off complacency. It is insightful
and challenging but most of all, it is very readable.” - Professor Joanna R. Adler, Middlesex University
Students of Forensic Psychology need to learn how to combine practical skills such as report writing
or assessments with a critical understanding of both theory and the wider political and policy
landscape that surrounds the profession. Mapped to the British Psychological Society’s Stage One
and Two training requirements for forensic psychologists Forensic Psychology: Theory, Research,
Policy and Practice will help you understand how these crucial areas of the profession interact and
how they can shape one another. Throughout the text the authors provide a detailed analysis of key
concepts, debates and theories while weaving in insights and reflections from key professionals,
ensuring you have the necessary knowledge and skills to pass assignments and get past the stage 2
supervised practice requirements en route to becoming a qualified forensic psychologist. This text
will be essential reading for all those on MSc Forensic Psychology courses, and will also be a useful
reader for those on practitioner doctorates as well as the already qualified needing to keep up with
the CPD. The book is also a useful companion to professionals in allied criminal justice professions.

forensic psychology research topics: Research Methods in Forensic Psychology Barry
Rosenfeld, Steven D. Penrod, 2011-04-12 The only professional resource to focus exclusively on
research methods in forensic psychology With specific advice on topics of particular importance to
forensic specialists, Research Methods in Forensic Psychology presents state-of-the-discipline
summaries of the issues that relate to psychology and law research. Edited by renowned experts in
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the field, this resource features contributions by leading scholars in forensic psychology and law,
with discussion of relevant topics such as: Meta-analysis Jury decision making Internet-based data
collection Legal research techniques for the social scientist Offender treatment Competence to stand
trial Criminal profiling False confessions and interrogations Trial-related psycho-legal issues
Accuracy of eyewitnesses and children Violence risk assessment This comprehensive guide is
designed for a wide range of scholars and legal professionals, presenting a succinct overview of the
field of psychology and law as viewed by some of the world's foremost experts.

forensic psychology research topics: Research Methods in Forensic Psychology Barry
Rosenfeld, Steven D. Penrod, 2011-05-03 The only professional resource to focus exclusively on
research methods in forensic psychology With specific advice on topics of particular importance to
forensic specialists, Research Methods in Forensic Psychology presents state-of-the-discipline
summaries of the issues that relate to psychology and law research. Edited by renowned experts in
the field, this resource features contributions by leading scholars in forensic psychology and law,
with discussion of relevant topics such as: Meta-analysis Jury decision making Internet-based data
collection Legal research techniques for the social scientist Offender treatment Competence to stand
trial Criminal profiling False confessions and interrogations Trial-related psycho-legal issues
Accuracy of eyewitnesses and children Violence risk assessment This comprehensive guide is
designed for a wide range of scholars and legal professionals, presenting a succinct overview of the
field of psychology and law as viewed by some of the world's foremost experts.

forensic psychology research topics: Forensic Psychology Matthew T. Huss, 2013-09-23
Forensic Psychology, 2nd Edition provides students with an in-depth and insightful introduction to
the clinical practice of forensic psychology, the assessment and treatment of individuals who
interact with the legal system. This textbook was designed to focus on the more narrow or
traditional definition of forensic psychology— the practice of forensic clinical psychology.

forensic psychology research topics: Perspective Plan for Indian Forensics Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-07-23 Provides a forward-looking strategic plan outlining the development, goals, and
challenges for forensic sciences in India.

forensic psychology research topics: New Directions in Forensic Psychology: Applying
Neuropsychology, Biomarkers and Technology in Assessment & Intervention Joan E. Van
Horn, Josanne van Dongen, Yvonne H. A. Bouman, Marta Wallinius , Patrice Renaud, 2024-10-23
New trends in research, assessment and treatment are currently visible in the forensic field in three
relatively separate areas: the use of neuropsychology, biomarkers, and wearables and VR-technology
in forensic mental health. These areas individually can make a valuable contribution to improving
forensic assessments and treatment but combined they might even have a greater impact. For
example, heart rate variability (a biomarker) can be visualized during Virtual Reality (VR) scenarios
to increase patients’ insights into their physiological responses. With our topic 'New Directions in
Forensic Psychology: Applying Neuropsychology, Biomarkers and Technology in Assessment and
Intervention’ we hope to offer more insight into the state of scientific developments in the
aforementioned areas as they relate to forensic psychology. As a result, we hope to be able to
pinpoint lacking knowledge and offer suggestions for further research.

forensic psychology research topics: Handbook of Psychology, Forensic Psychology Alan
M. Goldstein, 2003-01-07 Includes established theories and cutting-edge developments. Presents the
work of an international group of experts. Presents the nature, origin, implications, an future course
of major unresolved issues in the area.

forensic psychology research topics: Handbook of Psychology, Research Methods in
Psychology John A. Schinka, Wayne F. Velicer, 2003-03-19 Includes established theories and
cutting-edge developments. Presents the work of an international group of experts. Presents the
nature, origin, implications, an future course of major unresolved issues in the area.

forensic psychology research topics: Handbook of Forensic Psychology Y.K. Nagle, K.
Srivastava & A. Gupta, 2014-01-15 The handbook is about the theoretical foundations, researches in
forensic psychology, practices and applications in forensic settings. This handbook is divided into




three parts first part of the book addresses the theoretical foundations of forensic psychology,
comprising behavioural biometrics, forensic assessment, criminal behavior and overview of
psychopathy. The second part of the book attempts to cover neuroscience techniques for the forensic
examination of suspects, and the third part of the book addresses the issues related to forensic
practices and their application.

forensic psychology research topics: Handbook of Forensic Psychology William O'Donohue,
Eric R. Levensky, 2004-01-19 Forensic psychology has mushroomed into a diverse and increasingly
complex field that is equal parts law and psychology. Psychologists act as expert witnesses in legal
cases - sometimes without knowing much about the laws involved, and legal professionals rely on the
assessment of psychologists sometimes without knowing much about how such assessments are
made. The purpose of this handbook is to provide professionals with current, practical, and
empirically based information to guide their work in forensic settings, or to better their
understanding of the issues and debates in forensic psychology.Divided into four sections, the
Handbook of Forensic Psychology covers basic issues, assessment, mental disorders and forensic
psychology, and special topics. The basic issue chapters present a primer on law for the
psychologist, a primer on psychology for attorneys, an overview of ethical issues relevant to forensic
psychology, and a chapter on forensic report writing. The assessment section discusses factors and
measures relevant for assessing a variety of behaviors, propensities, and capabilities, including
dangerousness, violence, suicide, competency, substance abuse, PTSD and neuropsychological
evaluations, as well as discussing interviewing children and child custody evaluations. Additional
chapters discuss eyewitness testimony, recovered memory, polygraphs, sexual harassment, juror
selection, and issues of ethnicity in forensic psychology.

forensic psychology research topics: Forensic Psychology Joanna Adler, 2013-03-07 This
book brings together a team of experts in the field of forensic psychology to demonstrate the scope
of the discipline and the techniques employed in key areas of research, policy and practice. Its aim is
to go beyond the introductory texts on the subject to challenge perceptions, to raise questions for
research, to pose problems for practice, and to inspire and stimulate, demonstrating the ways in
which forensic psychology can aid the practice of criminal justice. It will be essential reading for
students, academics and practitioners. The book is divided into seven sections, addressing key topics
with which the discipline is concerned — its broader context, investigation and prosecution,
testimony and evidence, correlates of criminality, persistent offending, intervention and prevention
and punishment and corrections. The contributors include both academics and practitioners, and are
drawn from the UK, the USA and Australasia.

forensic psychology research topics: Becoming a Forensic Psychologist David DeMatteo,
Jaymes Fairfax-Columbo, Alisha Desai, 2019-11-20 The paths to becoming a forensic psychologist are
numerous and varied. Becoming a Forensic Psychologist provides insight into the process of
pursuing a career in forensic psychology, from an introduction to the field itself to graduate school
and beyond. This comprehensive guide extends beyond mere definitions and overviews to discuss
tips, strategies, and questions to ask at every step of the way to becoming a forensic psychologist.
Told from the perspectives of individuals at different stages in their career, this book provides
up-to-date information about existing forensic psychology programs and resources to assist aspiring
forensic psychologists in career decision-making. Additional sidebars define key terms, highlight
important court decisions that shaped the field of forensic psychology, and provide interesting facts
about the field. This book will help any individual pursuing a career as a forensic psychologist,
including those about to start college who are narrowing their career interests, graduate students,
and those already in the field of psychology who are considering a career shift.

forensic psychology research topics: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Forensic
Neuroscience Anthony R. Beech, Adam J. Carter, Ruth E. Mann, Pia Rotshtein, 2018-01-04 Explores
how the explosion of neuroscience-based evidence in recent years has led to a fundamental change
in how forensic psychology can inform working with criminal populations. This book communicates
knowledge and research findings in the neurobiological field to those who work with offenders and



those who design policy for offender rehabilitation and criminal justice systems, so that practice and
policy can be neurobiologically informed, and research can be enhanced. Starting with an
introduction to the subject of neuroscience and forensic settings, The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of
Forensic Neuroscience then offers in-depth and enlightening coverage of the neurobiology of sex
and sexual attraction, aggressive behavior, and emotion regulation; the neurobiological bases to risk
factors for offending such as genetics, developmental, alcohol and drugs, and mental disorders; and
the neurobiology of offending, including psychopathy, antisocial personality disorders, and violent
and sexual offending. The book also covers rehabilitation techniques such as brain scanning,
brain-based therapy for adolescents, and compassion-focused therapy. The book itself: Covers a wide
array of neuroscience research Chapters by renowned neuroscientists and criminal justice experts
Topics covered include the neurobiology of aggressive behavior, the neuroscience of deception,
genetic contributions to psychopathy, and neuroimaging-guided treatment Offers conclusions for
practitioners and future directions for the field. The Handbook of Forensic Neuroscience is a
welcome book for all researchers, practitioners, and postgraduate students involved with forensic
psychology, neuroscience, law, and criminology.

forensic psychology research topics: An Introduction to Cyberpsychology Grainne
Kirwan, Irene Connolly, Hannah Barton, Marion Palmer, 2024-02-06 An Introduction to
Cyberpsychology provides a comprehensive introduction to this rapidly growing discipline. Fully
updated in its second edition, the book encourages students to critically evaluate the psychology of
online interactions and to develop appropriate research methodologies to complete their own work
in this field. The book examines cyberpsychology and online research methodologies, social
psychology in an online context, practical applications of cyberpsychology, and the psychological
aspects of other technologies. This new edition has been carefully updated to include additional
coverage of: Expanded content relating to major developments in the field and new content on
gaming and screentime A new chapter examining the relationship between older adults and
technology Cyberpsychology in focus feature boxes in each chapter that examine topics in depth
Interviews with professionals working in fields relating to cyberpsychology Each chapter includes
key terms and a glossary, content summaries, discussion questions, and recommended reading to
guide further study. Supported by extensive online resources for students and instructors, this
authoritative book is an essential core text for undergraduate modules in cyberpsychology, and an
ideal primer for students of postgraduate programs in cyberpsychology. To view the additional
student and instructor resources for this book, please visit
https://routledgelearning.com/bpscoretextbooks

forensic psychology research topics: Handbook of Psychology: Research methods in
psychology Irving B. Weiner, Donald K. Freedheim, John A. Schinka, Wayne F. Velicer, 2003 Includes
established theories and cutting-edge developments. Presents the work of an international group of
experts. Presents the nature, origin, implications, an future course of major unresolved issues in the
area.

forensic psychology research topics: The Routledge International Handbook of Forensic
Psychology in Secure Settings Jane Ireland, Carol Ireland, Martin Fisher, Neil Gredecki, 2017-06-26
The Routledge International Handbook of Forensic Psychology in Secure Settings is the first volume
to identify, discuss and analyse the most important psychological issues within prisons and secure
hospitals. Including contributions from leading researchers and practitioners from the UK, US,
Australia and Canada, the book covers not only the key groups that forensic psychologists work with,
but also the treatment options available to them, workplace issues unique to secure settings, and
some of the wider topics that impact upon offender populations. The book is divided into four
sections: population and issues; treatment; staff and workplace issues; contemporary issues for
forensic application. With chapters offering both theoretical rigour and practical application, this is
a unique resource that will be essential reading for any student, researcher or practitioner of
forensic psychology or criminology. It will also be relevant for those interested in social policy and
social care.



forensic psychology research topics: Forensic Psychology Alan M. Goldstein, 2006-12-20
Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is designed to present the current state
of the field, in terms of law, ethics, research and practice. Reflecting the efforts of almost 50 expert
contributors, this comprehensive reference provides a basis for conducting forensic mental health
assessments consistent with the state of the field as it currently exists and the standard of care that
is emerging. This must-have resource contains coverage of: Mainstream topics such as civil
commitment, termination of parental rights, and federal sentencing evaluations Psycho-legal topics
such as clergy and teacher sexual abuse, elder abuse, and end of life issues The appropriate
application of instruments frequently used in clinical psychology to address psycho-legal issues Ideal
for forensic mental health professionals, civil and criminal attorneys, and advanced students,
Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is the definitive comprehensive
reference in the field. Alan Goldstein has his finger on the pulse of forensic psychology. He and his
A-list contributors showcase a striking array of classic conundrums and budding courtroom
controversies. Remarkably, their analysis is as deep as their coverage is broad. There are two or
three works that simply have to be on the shelf of every forensic psychologist. This book is one of
them.

forensic psychology research topics: Research Methods for Forensic Psychologists Sarah
Brown, Emma Sleath, 2015-06-26 Research Methods for Forensic Psychologists is an accessible and
comprehensive textbook that introduces students to the research process in forensic psychology.
Adopting a problem-based learning approach, this book offers a ‘how-to’ guide to the whole research
process and empowers readers to develop their own programme of research, from initial vague
ideas, to developing a research question, to carrying out a methodologically rigorous research
project, to disseminating the findings. The text is centred on five case studies, sufficiently different
in nature to address the most common research methodologies. Each case study is linked with a
specific research question that will be used to illustrate the research process throughout the rest of
the book. Topics covered in the book include: Design and Planning, including a literature search, a
discussion of different sorts of data, practical and feasibility issues, research ethics and developing a
research proposal. Conducting research, including the submission of ethics proposals and
responding to feedback, collecting data and dealing with the problems and challenges of analysing
data. Dissemination of findings, an overview of the different types of papers, with examples listed
and other methods of disseminating findings discussed, such as conference presentations and the
use of social media. Throughout, issues of common difficulty or confusion are highlighted and
activities are provided for readers to consider and apply the information discussed further.
Additional reading sections and summaries are also provided at the end of each chapter. This book is
essential reading for advanced students in Forensic Psychology, as well as trainees and practitioners
within relevant forensic psychology organisations.
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