
foreign language teaching assistant

foreign language teaching assistant programs play a pivotal role in enhancing language
education across the globe. These assistants contribute significantly to foreign language departments
by providing valuable support to lead instructors, facilitating immersive language practice, and
enriching cultural exchange in the classroom. The role of a foreign language teaching assistant (FLTA)
extends beyond mere language instruction; it involves fostering communication skills, assisting with
curriculum development, and promoting cross-cultural understanding. This article explores the
multifaceted nature of FLTA positions, their benefits for both students and assistants, and the
practical aspects of becoming an effective foreign language teaching assistant. Additionally, it
examines common challenges faced by FLTAs and strategies to overcome them, ensuring a
successful and rewarding experience. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of
the foreign language teaching assistant role, including program structures, responsibilities, and the
impact on language learning environments.

Understanding the Role of a Foreign Language Teaching Assistant

Benefits of Employing Foreign Language Teaching Assistants

How to Become a Foreign Language Teaching Assistant

Challenges Faced by Foreign Language Teaching Assistants

Best Practices for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants

Understanding the Role of a Foreign Language
Teaching Assistant
The foreign language teaching assistant serves as a vital link between native speakers and language
learners in academic settings. These assistants typically come from countries where the target
language is spoken natively, providing authentic language exposure and cultural insights. Their
primary responsibilities include assisting lead teachers with classroom activities, facilitating
conversation practice, and sometimes grading assignments or preparing instructional materials. The
role varies depending on the institution and language program but generally focuses on enhancing
students’ communicative competence and cultural knowledge.

Typical Responsibilities of a Foreign Language Teaching
Assistant
Foreign language teaching assistants are tasked with a variety of duties designed to support and
complement the main instructor’s work. These responsibilities often include:

Leading conversation groups to improve students’ speaking and listening skills



Assisting with lesson planning and classroom management

Providing feedback on pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary usage

Organizing cultural events or activities related to the target language

Grading homework, quizzes, or written assignments under supervision

Differences Between FLTAs and Language Teachers
While foreign language teaching assistants contribute significantly to language instruction, their role
is distinct from that of certified language teachers. FLTAs typically support rather than lead the
curriculum, focusing on conversational practice and cultural immersion rather than full instructional
responsibilities. They work under the guidance of certified educators, gaining experience and
enhancing their pedagogical skills in the process.

Benefits of Employing Foreign Language Teaching
Assistants
Institutions that incorporate foreign language teaching assistants into their programs enjoy numerous
advantages. These benefits extend to students, teachers, and the assistants themselves, creating a
dynamic and interactive learning environment. FLTAs bring authentic language experience and
cultural perspectives that enrich the educational experience beyond textbook knowledge.

Enhancing Language Fluency and Cultural Competence
The presence of a native speaker in the classroom helps students develop authentic pronunciation
and idiomatic usage, which textbooks and recordings often fail to provide. Moreover, FLTAs introduce
cultural nuances, customs, and real-life communication scenarios, which deepen students’
understanding of the language context and global perspectives.

Support for Lead Teachers
Foreign language teaching assistants alleviate some of the workload for lead teachers by managing
conversation sessions and providing additional attention to students. This allows instructors to focus
on curriculum development and higher-level pedagogical tasks. The collaborative environment
between FLTAs and teachers enhances overall instructional quality.

Professional Development for Assistants
For the foreign language teaching assistants, the experience offers valuable professional growth
opportunities. They improve their teaching skills, gain insight into different educational systems, and



enhance their intercultural communication abilities. Many FLTAs pursue careers in education,
translation, or international relations, leveraging this experience to advance professionally.

How to Become a Foreign Language Teaching Assistant
Becoming a foreign language teaching assistant involves meeting specific eligibility criteria and
completing application processes that vary by program and country. Generally, candidates must be
native or near-native speakers of the target language and possess strong communication skills.
Understanding the pathways to becoming an FLTA is essential for prospective applicants.

Eligibility Requirements
Most FLTA programs require candidates to have:

Native or near-native proficiency in the language being taught

A bachelor’s degree or current enrollment in a higher education institution

Strong interpersonal and communication skills

An interest in language teaching and cultural exchange

Sometimes, prior teaching or tutoring experience

Application Process
The application procedures for FLTA positions typically include submitting academic transcripts,
letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and sometimes a teaching demonstration or
interview. Many universities and cultural exchange organizations offer structured FLTA programs with
defined timelines and selection criteria. Successful applicants are often placed in universities or
schools where they will assist language instructors and engage with students.

Challenges Faced by Foreign Language Teaching
Assistants
While the role of a foreign language teaching assistant is rewarding, it also presents several
challenges. Understanding these difficulties prepares assistants to address them effectively and
maintain a positive teaching experience.



Language Barriers and Classroom Management
Despite their fluency, FLTAs may struggle with students’ varying proficiency levels or with
communicating instructional objectives clearly. Managing classroom dynamics and engaging students
who have different learning styles requires adaptability and patience. Additionally, FLTAs often need
to balance their teaching duties with language learning of the host country’s language.

Cultural Adjustment and Professional Expectations
Adjusting to a new cultural and educational environment can be challenging for foreign language
teaching assistants. They may encounter different pedagogical approaches, student behavior norms,
and institutional expectations. Navigating these differences while maintaining professionalism
requires cultural sensitivity and flexibility.

Workload and Time Management
Balancing teaching responsibilities with personal academic or professional development goals can be
demanding. FLTAs must effectively manage their time to fulfill teaching duties, participate in training
sessions, and engage in cultural exchange activities. Proper organization and prioritization are critical
to success.

Best Practices for Foreign Language Teaching
Assistants
Implementing effective strategies enhances the impact of foreign language teaching assistants in
educational settings. Best practices focus on communication, collaboration, and continuous
professional development.

Engaging Students Through Interactive Activities
FLTAs should incorporate diverse, interactive teaching methods to stimulate student interest and
participation. Activities such as role-plays, debates, multimedia presentations, and cultural
storytelling foster active learning and improve language retention.

Continuous Collaboration with Lead Teachers
Maintaining open communication channels with lead instructors ensures alignment on curriculum
goals and teaching methods. Regular meetings and feedback sessions help FLTAs refine their
instructional techniques and address classroom challenges promptly.



Ongoing Professional Development
Participating in workshops, training sessions, and language pedagogy seminars enhances FLTAs’
teaching skills and pedagogical knowledge. Seeking mentorship and peer support also contributes to
professional growth and teaching effectiveness.

Effective Time Management Techniques
Prioritizing tasks, setting realistic goals, and using planning tools assist foreign language teaching
assistants in balancing their responsibilities efficiently. Allocating time for lesson preparation, student
interaction, and self-study promotes a well-rounded and sustainable workload.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA)?
A Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) is a native or near-native speaker of a foreign language
who assists in teaching that language at a college or university, often through conversation practice
and cultural instruction.

What are the typical responsibilities of a Foreign Language
Teaching Assistant?
FLTAs typically lead conversation sessions, assist with language labs, provide cultural insights, help
grade assignments, and support language instructors in creating engaging learning environments.

How can one become a Foreign Language Teaching Assistant?
To become an FLTA, candidates usually need to be native speakers of the target language, have
strong communication skills, and often apply through university programs or government-sponsored
exchanges such as the U.S. Department of State's FLTA program.

What languages are most commonly taught by Foreign
Language Teaching Assistants?
Common languages taught by FLTAs include Spanish, French, German, Chinese, Japanese, Arabic,
Russian, and Portuguese, although many other languages can be represented depending on the
institution.

What are the benefits of having a Foreign Language Teaching
Assistant in a language classroom?
FLTAs bring authentic language use, cultural knowledge, and conversational practice to the
classroom, enriching the learning experience and helping students develop better speaking and
listening skills.



Are Foreign Language Teaching Assistant positions paid?
Many FLTA positions offer a stipend or salary, along with benefits such as tuition waivers or housing
assistance, but compensation varies widely depending on the institution and program.

Can Foreign Language Teaching Assistants improve their own
language skills through the role?
Yes, FLTAs often improve their English language proficiency, teaching skills, and cross-cultural
communication by working in a classroom setting and interacting with students and faculty.

What qualifications do universities typically look for in
Foreign Language Teaching Assistants?
Universities typically seek candidates with native or near-native proficiency in the target language,
strong interpersonal skills, some teaching or tutoring experience, and often a relevant academic
background.

How long do Foreign Language Teaching Assistant
assignments usually last?
FLTA assignments typically last for one academic year, but duration can vary from one semester to a
full year depending on the program and institution.

What challenges do Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
commonly face?
Common challenges include adapting to a new educational environment, managing language barriers,
balancing teaching duties with personal studies, and navigating cultural differences.

Additional Resources
1. The Language Teacher’s Toolbox: A Guide for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
This book offers practical strategies and resources for foreign language teaching assistants (FLTAs) to
enhance their classroom effectiveness. It covers lesson planning, classroom management, and
techniques to engage students in language learning. Designed with FLTAs in mind, it also addresses
common challenges faced when supporting language instruction.

2. Becoming a Successful Foreign Language Teaching Assistant
Focused on professional development, this book guides new FLTAs through the transition into their
roles. It includes advice on cultural adjustment, communication skills, and fostering a positive learning
environment. Readers will find tips on balancing teaching responsibilities with personal growth during
their assistantship.

3. Teaching Languages in a Globalized World: Strategies for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
This title explores the impact of globalization on language teaching and how FLTAs can adapt their
methods accordingly. It emphasizes intercultural competence and the integration of technology in



language instruction. The book encourages FLTAs to become cultural mediators as well as language
educators.

4. Effective Communication for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
A resource dedicated to improving communication skills essential for FLTAs, this book covers both
verbal and non-verbal strategies. It provides techniques for clear explanations, error correction, and
fostering student participation. Additionally, it discusses overcoming language barriers in multilingual
classrooms.

5. Classroom Management Techniques for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
This book addresses the unique classroom management challenges faced by FLTAs. It offers practical
solutions for maintaining discipline, motivating students, and creating an inclusive atmosphere. The
strategies are tailored to diverse cultural and linguistic settings.

6. Integrating Culture in Foreign Language Teaching Assistant Programs
Highlighting the importance of cultural education, this book helps FLTAs incorporate cultural content
into their lessons. It provides activities and projects that promote cultural awareness alongside
language skills. The book aims to prepare FLTAs to be effective cultural ambassadors in their teaching
roles.

7. Assessment and Feedback Strategies for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
This guide focuses on methods of evaluating student progress and providing constructive feedback. It
covers formative and summative assessments tailored to language learning contexts. FLTAs will learn
how to use assessment as a tool to enhance student motivation and achievement.

8. Technology in the Foreign Language Teaching Assistant’s Classroom
Exploring digital tools and resources, this book demonstrates how FLTAs can integrate technology to
support language acquisition. It includes practical advice on using multimedia, language learning
apps, and online collaboration platforms. The book encourages FLTAs to innovate and adapt to
evolving educational technologies.

9. Professional Development for Foreign Language Teaching Assistants
This book offers guidance on career growth, networking, and building professional skills beyond the
assistantship. It discusses opportunities for further education, publishing, and involvement in
language teaching communities. FLTAs will find inspiration and strategies to advance their teaching
careers.
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foreign language teaching into their classroom. Based on the author’s extensive experience of
teaching across Key Stages 1-2, this book provides practical strategies that can be easily
implemented in your setting. Offering comprehensive guidance on the pedagogy that underpins
language teaching, it covers everything you’ll need to teach foreign languages effectively: Planning,
teaching and assessment Pedagogical approaches Integrating primary languages across the
curriculum Where to find and how to use good resources Using TAs effectively to support language
learning Inclusive practice Using ICT in language teaching How to promote children’s intercultural
understanding Illustrated with useful lesson ideas and a range of examples from the classroom,
Teaching Foreign Languages in the Primary School is an indispensable source of support for all
student and practising primary school teachers.
  foreign language teaching assistant: A Transdisciplinary Approach to International Teaching
Assistants Stephen Daniel Looney, Shereen Bhalla, 2019-09-26 North American universities depend
on international teaching assistants (ITAs) as a substantial part of the teaching labor force, which
has led to the idea of an ‘ITA problem’, a deficiency model which is framed as a divergence between
ITAs’ linguistic competence and undergraduates’ and their parents’ expectations. This outdated
positioning of ITAs as deficient diminishes the invaluable role they play within the academy. This
book argues instead for an approach to ITA which recognizes them as multilingual, skilled, migrant
professionals who participate in and are discursively constructed through various participant
frameworks, modalities and activities. The chapters in this volume offer state-of-the-art research into
ITA using a variety of methods and approaches, and as such constitute a transdisciplinary
perspective which argues for the importance of dialogue between research and practice.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Mentoring Foreign Language Teaching Assistants,
Lecturers, and Adjunct Faculty Benjamin Rifkin, 2001 This book includes the following chapters:
Historical, Theoretical, and Pragmatic Perspectives on Mentoring (H. Jay Siskin, with Jim Davis);
New Paradigms, Old Practices: Disciplinary Tensions in TA Training (Elizabeth Guthrie); The
Professional Development of Highly Experienced and Less Experienced Teachers: Meeting Diverse
Needs (Elizabeth B. Bernhardt); Mentoring in Style: Using Style Information to Enhance Mentoring
of Foreign Language Teachers (Betty Lou Leaver and Rebecca Oxford); Getting to Know the Face in
the Mirror: Reflection in Practice for Teachers and Teacher Educators (Sangeeta Dhawan); Meeting
the Needs of International TAs in the Foreign Language Classroom: A Model for Extended Training
(Cynthia Chalupa and Anne Lair); Training Graduate Teachers and Foreign Language Assistants in
UK Universities: A Reflective Approach (John Klapper); Working with Lecturers and Part-Time
Faculty: A Case Study of Russian in the National Capital Area (Richard Robin); and Language
Teaching: Raising Expectations for Instructor Preparation (Patricia R. Chaput). (VWL).
  foreign language teaching assistant: Literacies in Language Education Kate Paesani,
Mandy Menke, 2023-04-01 A practical and innovative guide to emphasizing literacies development
when teaching world languages Literacies in Language Education introduces multiliteracies
pedagogy, which focuses on critical engagement with texts, intercultural understanding, and
language proficiency development. Kate Paesani and Mandy Menke, seasoned workshop leaders and
multiliteracies scholars, define what the approach is, its benefits, and how to create curricula
grounded in it. In addition, they explain how to use the approach at all levels of language education
and offer ideas for teacher professional development—each key components of pedagogical change.
Melding text- and language-oriented learning goals, the authors embrace an expanded
understanding of literacy to capture the dynamism of language and its contexts of use; the
importance of preparing students to interact with the range of texts they will encounter in their
academic, workplace, and personal lives; and the multicultural and multilingual landscape of
secondary and postsecondary language classrooms. Literacies in Language Education presents
teachers with a tested approach for increasing learners’ proficiency and cultural awareness, along
with practical implementation methods. This book provides teachers and program administrators
with immediate steps to take toward designing and implementing a literacies approach in any
language class and curriculum. Published in partnership with CARLA.



  foreign language teaching assistant: Teaching Korean as a Foreign Language Young-mee
Yu Cho, 2020-10-20 Teaching Korean as a Foreign Language: Theories and Practices is designed for
prospective or in-service Korean as a Foreign Language (KFL) teachers. With contributions from
leading experts in the field, readers will gain an understanding of the theoretical framework and
practical applications of KFL education in the context of Second Language Acquisition (SLA). The
eight chapters explore the history of and current issues in language education, the practicalities of
being a classroom teacher, and teaching and evaluation techniques for developing language and
cultural proficiency. This comprehensive volume also includes an annotated bibliography which lists
over 500 of the most recent and pertinent research articles and doctoral dissertations in the area.
This bibliography will be of great service to students, teachers, and any researchers in applied
linguistics and second language acquisition interested in Korean language education.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Content-Based Teaching of Russian as a Foreign
Language Jason Merrill, Olga Makarova, Svetlana V. Nuss, 2025-05-19 Content-Based Teaching of
Russian as a Foreign Language explores how content-based instruction can be applied in the
teaching of Russian as an additional or heritage language. Bringing together the perspectives and
experiences of scholar-practitioners, this edited collection presents diverse contemporary
approaches to the content-based instruction of Russian. Through case studies that detail
content-based courses and their evolution over recent years, the volume offers valuable insights into
pedagogical innovation for developing and modernizing curricula. While grounded in research, the
case studies emphasize practical application, providing models that can be adapted or replicated.
Each chapter offers lessons learned to help educators tailor these courses to various settings. The
chapters span all proficiency levels, from beginner to advanced, and they engage with a wide range
of content. The book will appeal to instructors of Russian in the fields of Russian studies and
Slavonic studies, as well as anyone interested in Russian language pedagogy, foreign language
acquisition, or curriculum development.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Decolonizing Foreign Language Education Donaldo
Macedo, 2019-01-10 Decolonizing Foreign Language Education interrogates current foreign
language and second language education approaches that prioritize white, western thought. Edited
by acclaimed critical theorist and linguist Donaldo Macedo, this volume includes cutting-edge work
by a select group of critical language scholars working to rigorously challenge the marginalization of
foreign language education and the displacement of indigenous and non-standard language varieties
through the reification of colonial languages. Each chapter confronts the hold of colonialism and
imperialism that inform and shape the relationship between foreign language education and literary
studies by asserting that a critical approach to applied linguistics is just as important a tool for
FL/ESL/EFL educators as literature or linguistic theory.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Teachers of Multiple Languages Eric K. Ku, 2023-09-04
This book argues that teachers of multiple languages (TMLs) form a distinct group of language
teachers and that the study of this largely overlooked demographic group can reveal new insights
into how we perceive and research language teachers. The book highlights the narratives of three
TMLs from diverse global contexts, examining their journeys in navigating their careers as well as
traversing multiple worlds and developing additional ways of being through new identities, beliefs
and emotions. The author offers new, globally-relevant insights for language teaching research at
individual, pedagogical and institutional level and demonstrates that teaching multiple languages is
an emerging transnational phenomenon that cuts across age, languages, countries, institutions and
career stages. By furthering our understanding of why and how some multilingual language teachers
have expanded and changed their careers through teaching additional languages, the book offers a
new perspective on how language teaching careers are changing in an increasingly globalized,
multilingual world.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Living Languages: An Integrated Approach to Teaching
Foreign Languages in Primary Schools Catherine Watts, Clare Forder, Hilary Phillips, 2012-10-03
Living Languages is simply bursting with practical and original ideas aimed at teachers and trainee



teachers of foreign languages in primary schools. Written by a team of experienced linguists, this
book will inspire and motivate the foreign language classroom and the teachers who work within it.
Living Languages comprises eight chapters and is structured around the integrated classroom,
merging language learning with different aspects of the wider curriculum such as multimedia,
performance, celebrations and festivals, creativity and alternative approaches to teaching
languages. Downloadable resources are also included with the book containing additional teaching
materials and the associated films and audio recordings which make this a fully-developed and
effective teaching resource. Over 50 real-life case studies and projects are presented, all of which
have been tried and tested in the classroom with several having won recent educational awards.
Ideas and activities outlined in this unique resource include: Languages across the curriculum
helping to cement cross-curricular links and embed new languages in different contexts linking
subjects such as history, science, PE and mathematics with French, German and Spanish; Arts and
crafts projects in Languages, making and doing, including making books, creating beach huts and
cooking biscuits; Languages, celebrations and festivals projects including the German Christmas
market, Spanish Day of the Dead, celebrating Mardi Gras and the European Day of Languages
among many others; Continuing Professional Development to inspire primary teachers to continue
their individual professional development. The chapter contains concrete examples of others’
experiences in this area and includes details of support organisations and practical opportunities.
Each project is explored from the teachers’ perspective with practical tips, lesson plans and
reflections woven throughout the text such as what to budget, how to organise the pre-event period,
how to evaluate the activity and whom to contact for further advice in each case. Activities and
examples throughout are given in three languages – French, German and Spanish.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Professionalizing Your English Language Teaching
Christine Coombe, Neil J Anderson, Lauren Stephenson, 2020-10-22 Written by leading experts in
the field of TESOL, this book explores the literature on various topic areas and demonstrates how
teachers can increase their levels of professionalism by acquiring some general and field-specific
strategies. Being a teaching professional is not simply about having the right teaching qualifications
and good academic standing, it involves a commitment to being innovative and transformative in the
classroom and helping both students and colleagues achieve their goals. A dictionary definition of
professionalism reads as follows: professionalism is the conduct, aims, or qualities that characterize
or mark a profession or a professional person; and it defines a profession as a calling requiring
specialized knowledge and often long and intensive academic preparation (Merriam-Webster, 2013).
However, according to Bowman (2013), professionalism is less a matter of what professionals
actually do and more a matter of who they are as human beings. Both of these views imply that
professionalism encompasses a number of different attributes, and, together, these attributes
identify and define a professional. The book is primarily intended for teachers at all levels and in all
contexts who are interested in improving their professionalism and developing strategies that can
take them to higher levels in the field of TESOL/ELT.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and
Linguistics (GURT) 1994: Educational Linguistics, Cross-Cultural Communication, and Global
Interdependence James E. Alatis, 1995-03-03 The essays in this volume explore communication
across cultures using an interdisciplinary approach to language teaching and learning, mediated by
the growing field of educational linguistics. Topics include the use of English as a medium of wider
communication and the growth of national varieties of English throughout the world. An
international array of distinguished contributors includes scholars from China, Great Britain, Hong
Kong, India, Israel, Nigeria, Singapore, Taiwan, Ukraine, and the United States. This collection
suggests that language diversity is a unifying force in a globally interdependent world.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Development and Supervision of Teaching
Assistants in Foreign Languages Joel Chandler Walz, 1992 Development and Supervision of
Teaching Assistants in Foreign Languages is the third book of the Issues in Language Program
Direction: AAUSC Annual Volumes. This series strives to further scholarship in second language



acquisition and teaching with regard to undergraduate programs with multisection courses. The
impact of demographic changes on foreign language programs, and the role of faculty and
administrators in postsecondary institutions are some of the topics addressed in other volumes. This
1992 volume presents a broad spectrum of articles that demonstrates how complex the development
of successful teachers can be.
  foreign language teaching assistant: The SAGE Handbook of Gender and Education
Christine Skelton, Becky Francis, Lisa Smulyan, 2006-10-23 The Handbook of Gender and Education
brings together leading scholars on gender and education to provide an up-to-date and
broad-ranging guide to the field. It is a comprehensive overview of different theoretical positions on
equity issues in schools. The contributions cover all sectors of education from early years to higher
education; curriculum subjects; methodological and theoretical perspectives; and gender identities
in education. Each chapter reviews, synthesises and provides a critical interrogation of key
contemporary themes in education. This approach ensures that the book will be an indispensable
source of reference for a wide range of readers: students, academics and practitioners. The first
section of the Handbook, Gender Theory and Methodology, outlines the various (feminist)
perspectives on researching and exploring gender and education. The section critiques the notion of
gender as a category in educational research and considers recent trends, evident especially in the
gender and underachievement debates, to locate gender difference solely within biology. This
section provides the broad background upon which the issues and debates in the other sections can
be situated. Section two, Gender and Education, considers the differing ways in which gender has
been shown to impact upon the opportunities and experiences of pupils/students, teachers and other
adults in the different sectors of education. It also includes a chapter on single-sex schooling.
Section three, Gender and School Subjects, comprises chapters that cover gender issues within the
teaching and learning of particular school subjects (for example, maths, literacy, and science). It
also includes topics such as sex education and assessment. The chapters in section four, Gender,
identity and educational sites, address up-to-date issues which have a long history in terms of
explorations into gender and educational opportunities. More recent inclusions in the debates, such
as disability, sexuality, and masculinities are discussed alongside the more traditional concerns of
′race′, social class and femininities. The final section, Working in Schools and Colleges, illuminates
the working lives of teachers and academics. The chapters cover such topics as school culture,
career progression and development, and the gendered identities of professionals within educational
institutions. The contributors to this book have been selected by the editors as authorities in their
specific area of gender and education and are drawn from the international scholarly community.
  foreign language teaching assistant: The Routledge Handbook of Language Program
Development and Administration Alan V. Brown, Cori Crane, Beatrice C. Dupuy, Estela Ene,
2025-06-30 Second language program development and administration is a long-standing area
within the larger field of applied linguistics. In many ways, it is the quintessential applied linguistics
field, as it crosses disciplinary boundaries while balancing the rigors of scholarly inquiry with the
demands of practical application without losing sight of concrete learner outcomes. The Routledge
Handbook of Language Program Development and Administration provides a scholarly rigorous, yet
practically relevant treatment of issues implicated in program development and administration with
52 chapters written by leading scholars in the field. Authors not only address the theoretical
underpinnings of their respective topics but also provide actionable, evidence-based
recommendations concerning eminently practical matters. In this way, the volume provides both
novice and experienced language program administrators with important guidance on how to think
about the work that they do and how best to go about it, while also validating language program
administration as a scholarly area of inquiry. The Routledge Handbook of Language Program
Development and Administration is essential reading for practicing second language program
administrators at the post-secondary level, in-service and pre-service second language instructors,
graduate students in applied linguistics, and even upper-level undergraduate education students
considering second language teaching as a future career. Chapters 9 and 11 of this book are freely



available as downloadable Open Access PDFs at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Foreign Language Education in Japan Sachiko
Horiguchi, Yuki Imoto, Gregory S. Poole, 2015-12-23 Language education is a highly contested arena
within any nation and one that arouses an array of sentiments and identity conflicts. What
languages, or what varieties of a language, are to be taught and learned, and how? By whom, for
whom, for what purposes and in what contexts? Such questions concern not only policy makers but
also teachers, parents, students, as well as businesspeople, politicians, and other social actors. For
Japan, a nation state with ideologies of national identity strongly tied to language, these issues have
long been of particular concern. This volume presents the cacophony of voices in the field of
language education in contemporary Japan, with its focus on English language education. It explores
the complex and intricate relationships between the “local” and the “global,” and more specifically
the links between the levels of policy, educational institutions, classrooms, and the individual. In the
much-contested field of foreign language teaching in Japan, this book takes the reader directly to the
places that really matter. With the help of expert guides in the fields of anthropology, sociology and
linguistics, we are invited to join a vital discussion about the potentially revolutionary implications of
the Japanese government’s policy of teaching Japanese citizens to not only passively engage with
written English texts but to actually use English as a means of global communication.” – Robert
Aspinall, PhD (Oxford), Professor, Faculty of Economics, Department of Social Systems, Shiga
University, Japan This insightful book about language education involves different disciplines using
ethnographic methods. Both ‘native’ and ‘non-native’ speakers of Japanese (or English)
collaboratively examine two different types of qualitative approaches in Japan – the positivistic and
the processual. This is a must-have book for researchers and educators of language who are
interested in not only Japan but also language education generally.” – Shinji Sato, PhD (Columbia),
Director of the Japanese Language Program, Department of East Asian Studies, Princeton
University, USA.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Learning to Teach Modern Languages in the Secondary
School Norbert Pachler, Ann Barnes, Kit Field, 2013-11-19 Learning to Teach Modern Foreign
Languages in the Secondary School has established itself as the leading textbook for student
teachers of modern foreign languages in the UK. The practical focus of the book is underpinned by a
theoretical perspective, and students are encouraged to develop a personal approach to modern
foreign language teaching. An account is also taken of relevant statutory frameworks. This fully
revised, third edition has been thoroughly updated to take account of recent policy and curriculum
changes. And, with the recent increased emphasis on teachers as researchers, and the alignment of
many PGCE courses, with Masters Level criteria, reference to important concepts and theoretical
positions have been strengthened with strong reference to their relevance in the context of
professional practice and a new chapter discussing the findings of research on Second Language
Acquisition and Foreign Language Learning has been added. Other chapters cover a wide range of
relevant topics, including: teaching methods and learning strategies teaching in the target language
and developing cultural awareness the teaching of grammar differentiation and assessment the use
of ICT in modern foreign language teaching.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Assessing Young Learners of English: Global and
Local Perspectives Marianne Nikolov, 2015-10-29 This volume documents international, national,
and small-scale testing and assessment projects of English language education for young learners,
across a range of educational contexts. It covers three main areas: age-appropriate ‘can do
statements’ and task types for teaching and testing learners between the ages of 6 to 13; innovative
approaches to self-assessment, diagnostic testing, self- perception, and computer-based testing; and
findings on how young learners perform on vocabulary, listening, speaking, pronunciation, and
reading comprehension tests in European and Asian contexts. Early language learning has become a
major trend in English language education around the globe. As a result of the spread of teaching
English to a growing number of young children, assessment of and for learning have emerged as key



issues. In line with this development, there is a clear and emerging need to make early language
programs accountable and to assess both the progress children make over time and to quantify their
achievement at various stages of development. This volume informs stakeholders about the realistic
goals of early language learning, their efficiency, and how much progress children make over time.
  foreign language teaching assistant: Classroom-oriented Research Mirosław Pawlak,
Jakub Bielak, Anna Mystkowska-Wiertelak, 2013-07-20 The volume brings together papers related to
different aspects of classroom-oriented research on teaching and learning second and foreign
languages that have been authored by specialists from Poland and abroad. The first part contains
contributions dealing with individual variation in the language classroom, in particular age, anxiety,
beliefs and language learning strategies. The second part deals with various facets of teachers’
behaviors in the classroom, focusing in particular on classroom communication and the use of action
research in teacher training. The third part includes papers devoted to various instructional
practices, such as the use of new technologies, the development of intercultural competence,
assessment or combining content and language. Finally, the last part deals with issues involved in
research methodology, with special emphasis being placed on the use of diaries, observations, mixed
methods research as well as triangulation.
  foreign language teaching assistant: The Field of Chinese Language Education in the U.S.
Vivian Ling, 2018-02-13 This book will be the first account of the development of Chinese as a
foreign language in the U.S., as it interacts with the relevant entities in China and beyond. There are
virtually no systematic retrospective reflections on the field outside of the greater China region; and
yet over the past decades the field has grown by leaps and bounds, and it is critical now that we
pause to reflect on what has happened and what we can learn from the past. The contributors are
among some of the most influential pioneers in the field whose entire academic lives have been
dedicated to its development. The Field of Chinese Language Education in the U.S.: A Retrospective
of the 20th Century is aimed at those who are currently engaged in Chinese language education, as
teachers or as students.
  foreign language teaching assistant: The Handbook of Practice and Research in Study
Abroad Ross Lewin, 2010-11-24 Co-published with the Association for American Colleges and
Universities (AAC&U) The Handbook of Practice and Research in Study Abroad is a comprehensive
survey of the field. Each chapter eloquently conveys an enthusiasm for study abroad alongside a
critical assessment of the most up-to-date research, theory, and practice.
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