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cuny school of medicine pa program is an innovative initiative designed to address the growing demand for
physician assistants in healthcare. This program integrates rigorous academic training with clinical experience
to prepare students for dynamic careers in medicine. Focused on producing competent and compassionate
healthcare professionals, the CUNY School of Medicine PA program emphasizes diversity, community engagement,
and interdisciplinary learning. Prospective students will find comprehensive information on admission
requirements, curriculum structure, and career opportunities within this article. Additionally, insights into the
program’s unique features and its alignment with healthcare industry standards are provided. The following
sections explore essential aspects of the program to guide applicants and stakeholders alike.
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Overview of the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program

The CUNY School of Medicine PA program offers a comprehensive education designed to equip students with the
knowledge and skills necessary to excel as physician assistants. This program is part of the City University of
New York system, which is renowned for its commitment to accessible, high-quality education. The PA program
focuses on a patient-centered approach, integrating basic sciences, clinical medicine, and health systems
training. It aims to prepare graduates to deliver high-quality care in diverse healthcare settings, including
underserved communities.

Graduates of the program are expected to meet the standards set by the National Commission on Certification
of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) and are prepared to take the Physician Assistant National Certifying Exam
(PANCE). The CUNY School of Medicine PA program also emphasizes cultural competence and interprofessional
collaboration, which are critical in today’s healthcare environment.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission to the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is competitive and requires applicants to meet specific
academic and experiential prerequisites. The program seeks candidates with strong academic backgrounds,
healthcare experience, and a demonstrated commitment to serving diverse populations.

Academic Prerequisites

Applicants must have completed a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution. The prerequisite courses
typically include:

General Biology with lab



General Chemistry with lab

Organic Chemistry or Biochemistry

Anatomy and Physiology

Microbiology

Statistics or Biostatistics

Minimum GPA requirements are established to ensure academic readiness, often around 3.0 or higher on a 4.0
scale.

Healthcare Experience

Applicants are required to have direct patient care experience, which can include roles such as medical
assistant, EMT, nurse, or other healthcare positions. This experience ensures familiarity with clinical
environments and patient interaction.

Application Process

The application process involves submission through the Central Application Service for Physician Assistants
(CASPA). Applicants must provide transcripts, letters of recommendation, a personal statement, and
documentation of healthcare experience. Selected candidates undergo interviews to assess interpersonal skills,
motivation, and suitability for the PA profession.

Curriculum and Academic Structure

The curriculum of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is structured to combine foundational medical
sciences with clinical practice. The program typically spans approximately 27 months and is divided into
didactic and clinical phases.

Didactic Phase

The didactic portion encompasses classroom and laboratory instruction, covering subjects such as:

Human Anatomy and Physiology

Pathophysiology

Pharmacology

Clinical Medicine and Diagnostics

Behavioral Sciences and Ethics

Evidence-Based Medicine

This phase emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and application of medical knowledge to patient care
scenarios.



Clinical Phase

Following the didactic coursework, students transition to clinical rotations in various specialties, including:

Family Medicine

Pediatrics

Internal Medicine

Emergency Medicine

Surgery

Psychiatry

Obstetrics and Gynecology

These rotations provide hands-on experience under the supervision of licensed physicians and experienced PAs,
allowing students to develop practical skills and clinical judgment.

Clinical Training and Experiential Learning

Clinical training is a cornerstone of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program, designed to ensure graduates
are practice-ready. The program collaborates with a network of healthcare facilities across New York City
to offer diverse clinical placement opportunities.

Clinical Sites and Partnerships

Students gain experience in hospitals, community health centers, outpatient clinics, and specialty practices.
These settings expose students to a broad patient demographic, including underserved and multicultural
populations, aligning with the program’s mission to improve healthcare access.

Skills Development

The clinical phase focuses on refining essential physician assistant competencies such as:

Physical examination techniques

Diagnostic reasoning

Patient communication and education

Procedural skills

Collaborative healthcare delivery

Regular evaluations and feedback from clinical preceptors ensure continuous improvement and readiness for
certification.



Faculty and Resources

The CUNY School of Medicine PA program boasts a dedicated faculty composed of experienced clinicians,
educators, and researchers. Faculty members are committed to fostering a supportive learning environment and
staying current with medical advancements and teaching methodologies.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members bring diverse backgrounds in various medical specialties, providing students with comprehensive
mentorship and guidance throughout their education. Their expertise contributes to a curriculum that is both
evidence-based and relevant to modern clinical practice.

Facilities and Learning Resources

The program utilizes state-of-the-art classrooms, simulation labs, and technology-enhanced learning tools.
Simulation centers allow students to practice clinical scenarios in a controlled environment, enhancing their
diagnostic and procedural skills before entering real-world settings.

Career Outcomes and Professional Development

Graduates of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program are well-prepared to enter the workforce as competent
physician assistants. The program’s emphasis on clinical excellence and community health positions alumni for
success in various healthcare environments.

Certification and Licensure

Upon completion of the program, graduates are eligible to sit for the PANCE. Passing this exam is required for
national certification and licensure to practice as a PA in the United States.

Employment Opportunities

Graduates typically find employment in diverse settings, such as:

Hospitals and medical centers

Primary care clinics

Specialty medical practices

Community health organizations

Urgent care facilities

The program’s strong clinical affiliations and reputation facilitate job placement and career advancement.

Continuing Education and Professional Growth

The CUNY School of Medicine encourages lifelong learning and supports graduates in pursuing continuing



medical education (CME), specialty certifications, and leadership roles within the healthcare field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CUNY School of Medicine PA program?

The CUNY School of Medicine PA program is a physician assistant training program offered by the City
University of New York. It provides a rigorous curriculum designed to prepare students for a career as certified
physician assistants.

What are the admission requirements for the CUNY School of Medicine PA
program?

Admission requirements typically include a bachelor's degree, prerequisite coursework in sciences, healthcare
experience, letters of recommendation, a personal statement, and a competitive GRE score. Specific requirements
may vary, so it's important to check the official CUNY School of Medicine PA program website for the most
current details.

How long is the PA program at CUNY School of Medicine?

The PA program at CUNY School of Medicine generally takes about 24 to 27 months to complete, including
both classroom instruction and clinical rotations.

Is the CUNY School of Medicine PA program accredited?

Yes, the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on
Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA), ensuring it meets national standards for PA education.

What clinical rotation opportunities are available in the CUNY School of
Medicine PA program?

Students in the CUNY School of Medicine PA program participate in diverse clinical rotations across various
specialties such as family medicine, emergency medicine, surgery, pediatrics, and internal medicine, often within New
York City healthcare facilities.

What career support does the CUNY School of Medicine PA program offer
to its graduates?

The program offers career services including job placement assistance, resume and interview preparation,
networking opportunities with healthcare providers, and guidance on obtaining licensure and certification for
physician assistants.

Additional Resources
1. Physician Assistant Education at CUNY School of Medicine: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the PA program at the CUNY School of Medicine, detailing the
curriculum, clinical training, and unique aspects of the program. It serves as a valuable resource for
prospective students seeking to understand the program’s structure and expectations. Additionally, it covers
admission requirements and tips for success throughout the rigorous training.

2. Clinical Skills for CUNY PA Students: From Fundamentals to Advanced Practice



Designed specifically for students enrolled in the CUNY PA program, this textbook emphasizes essential clinical
skills needed for effective patient care. It includes step-by-step procedures, case studies, and practical tips to
enhance hands-on learning. The book also integrates evidence-based practices tailored to the program’s clinical
rotations.

3. Evidence-Based Medicine in the CUNY Physician Assistant Curriculum
This book explores the integration of evidence-based medicine principles within the CUNY PA curriculum. It guides
students on how to critically appraise research, apply clinical guidelines, and incorporate the latest medical
evidence into patient care. The text encourages a scholarly approach to clinical decision-making vital for PA
practice.

4. Pharmacology and Therapeutics for CUNY PA Students
Focusing on pharmacological concepts essential for physician assistants, this book aligns with the
coursework and clinical demands of the CUNY PA program. It covers drug mechanisms, interactions, and
therapeutic uses, with case examples relevant to diverse patient populations encountered in the program. The
text aids students in mastering medication management and patient safety.

5. Professionalism and Ethics in the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program
This volume addresses the ethical challenges and professional responsibilities faced by PA students and
practitioners. It discusses topics such as patient confidentiality, informed consent, and interprofessional
collaboration within the context of the CUNY PA program. The book promotes the development of a strong
ethical foundation for future healthcare providers.

6. Interprofessional Collaboration and Team-Based Care in CUNY PA Training
Emphasizing the importance of teamwork in healthcare, this book highlights how the CUNY PA program fosters
interprofessional education. It details strategies for effective communication and collaboration among
healthcare professionals to improve patient outcomes. Case examples illustrate real-world applications of
these concepts in clinical settings.

7. Preparing for the Physician Assistant National Certifying Exam: A CUNY PA Program Perspective
Tailored for students at the CUNY PA program, this guide offers comprehensive preparation strategies for the
PANCE exam. It includes practice questions, test-taking tips, and content reviews aligned with the program’s
curriculum. The book aims to boost students’ confidence and readiness for certification.

8. Community Health and Primary Care in the CUNY PA Curriculum
This book explores the emphasis placed on community health and primary care within the CUNY PA program. It
highlights the role of physician assistants in underserved populations and public health initiatives. The text
provides insights into community-based learning experiences and their impact on student development.

9. Research and Evidence Application in the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program
Focusing on research methodologies and their application in clinical practice, this book supports PA students
in developing scholarly projects. It covers research design, data analysis, and the translation of findings into
evidence-based care. The book encourages students to contribute to the advancement of medical knowledge
within the PA profession.
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Lan-Anh Hunter, Vinood Patel, Victor R Preedy, Rajkumar Rajendram, 2021-03-05 The Neuroscience
of Depression: Genetics, Cell Biology, Neurology, Behaviour and Diet is a comprehensive reference
to the aspects, features and effects of depression. This book provides readers with the behavior and
psychopathological effects of depression, linking anxiety, anger and PSTD to depression. Readers
are provided with a detailed outline of the genetic aspects of depression including synaptic genes
and the genome-wide association studies (GWAS) of depression, followed by a thorough analysis of
the neurological and imaging techniques used to study depression. This book also includes three full
sections on the various effects of depression, including diet, nutrition and molecular and cellular
effects. The Neuroscience of Depression: Genetics, Cell Biology, Neurology, Behaviour and Diet is
the only resource for researchers and practitioners studying depression. - Features a section on
neurological and imaging, including SPECT Neuroimaging - Analyzes how diet and nutrition effect
depression - Examines the molecular and cellular effects of depression - Covers genetics of
depression - Includes more than 250 illustrations and tables
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Physician Assistant Programs Directory , 2001
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Best 162 Medical Schools 2005 Edition Malaika Stoll,
Princeton Review (Firm), 2004 Our Best 357 Colleges is the best-selling college guide on the market
because it is the voice of the students. Now we let graduate students speak for themselves, too, in
these brand-new guides for selecting the ideal business, law, medical, or arts and humanities
graduate school. It includes detailed profiles; rankings based on student surveys, like those made
popular by our Best 357 Colleges guide; as well as student quotes about classes, professors, the
social scene, and more. Plus we cover the ins and outs of admissions and financial aid. Each guide
also includes an index of all schools with the most pertinent facts, such as contact information. And
we've topped it all off with our school-says section where participating schools can talk back by
providing their own profiles. It's a whole new way to find the perfect match in a graduate school.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Sjogren's Syndrome Frederick B. Vivino, 2019-10-13
Written by leaders in the field and edited by Dr. Frederick Vivino, this concise, practical resource
provides best practices for the diagnosis and treatment of Sjogren's Syndrome. It offers a concise
overview of this complex autoimmune disease, including information on specific clinical settings,
childhood Sjogren's, extra-oral and extra-ocular manifestations, vaccine safety, complementary and
alternative medicine, and much more. - Provides concise, clinically focused content with an emphasis
on diagnosis and treatment. - Includes Sjogren's Syndrome Foundation Practice Guidelines and the
most recent ACR-EULAR classification criteria. - Consolidates today's available information and
experience in this important area into one convenient resource.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Treatment of Skin Disease E-Book Mark G. Lebwohl,
Warren R. Heymann, John Berth-Jones, Ian Coulson, 2017-09-19 Covering more than 250 of the most
common dermatologic conditions from A to Z, Treatment of Skin Disease, 5th Edition, by Drs. Mark
G. Lebwohl, Warren R. Heymann, John Berth-Jones, and Ian Coulson, is your go-to resource for
authoritative, evidence-based treatment strategies in your daily practice. This award-winning text
provides guidance on the fast-moving dermatological therapy options for virtually any skin disease
you’re likely to encounter, including third-line and unusual therapies when initial options have not
been successful. Summaries of each treatment strategy are accompanied by detailed discussions of
treatment choices, with ratings on a consistent scale ranging from clinical studies to anecdotal
reports. Puts every possible therapeutic option at your disposal – including management strategies
and first- to third-line therapies – for a truly complete guide to the vast array of dermatologic
treatment options. Presents information in a consistent, tabular format, with checklists of diagnostic
and investigative pearls and color-coded boxes for quick reference. Offers the combined knowledge
and expertise of the world’s leading authorities in dermatology. Features eight all-new chapters on
Atypical Fibroxanthoma, Confluent and Reticulated Papillomatosis, Cryopyrin Associated Periodic
Syndromes (CAPS), Hypopigmented Dermatoses, Nail Psoriasis, Necrolytic Acral Erythema,
Post-inflammatory Hyperpigmentation, and Regional Pain. Provides more than 250 full-color clinical
images of skin diseases, most of which are new to this edition. Includes off-label uses, new



treatments like therapeutic antibodies and hedgehog inhibitors, and new indications for existing
treatments.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Ferguson Career Resource Guide to Apprenticeship
Programs, Third Edition, 2-Volume Set Elizabeth H. Oakes, 2009 Each two-volume book contains
four major sections: . - Introduction and Overview: Provides forewords by notables in the field and
an outline of the book. - Essays: Features eight to 10 essays on topics such as workplace issues,
financial aid, diversity, and more. - Directory: Contains descriptions and contact information for
hundreds of organizations, schools, and associations, arranged by topic. - Further
Resources/Indexes: Includes glossaries, appendixes, further reading, and indexes
  cuny school of medicine pa program: The American Psychiatric Association Publishing
Textbook of Substance Use Disorder Treatment, Sixth Edition Kathleen T. Brady, M.D., Ph.D.,
Frances R. Levin, M.D., Marc Galanter, M.D., Herbert D. Kleber, M.D., 2021-01-15 The Sixth Edition
has been completely revised and restructured and represents the cutting edge of research, practice,
and policy in substance use disorder (SUD) treatment. A one-stop reference for evidence-based
information on neurobiology, assessment, treatment, and research trends in SUDs, the book is an
indispensable resource for trainees and
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Getting Into the Physician Assistant School of Your
Choice: Second Edition Andrew Rodican, 2004 Give PA applicants a competitive edge. The best
resource for anyone considering this career. Getting Into the PA School of Your Choice, 2/e is a
precise blueprint that addresses every step of the application process, including what schools look
for in an applicant, financial aid, Internet resources, and information on PA programs. *How to
select a PA program *Setting and achieving goals *Comments, suggestions, and tips from current PA
students *Trends in PA programs- including excerpts from PAs in the field and salary profiles
*Expert advice on effective letters of recommendation Writing a quality essay-including sample
“essays that worked” *Interview strategies- including the toughest questions and answers *Advice
and contacts for financial aid *Key web sites and Internet resources
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Health planning reports subject index United States.
Health Resources Administration, 1979
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Research Awards Index , 1985
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Treatment of Skin Disease E-Book Mark Lebwohl, Ian
H. Coulson, Dedee Murrell, 2021-09-17 Covering nearly 260 of the most common dermatologic
conditions from A to Z, Treatment of Skin Disease, 6th Edition, by Drs. Mark G. Lebwohl, Warren R.
Heymann, Ian Coulson, and Dedee Murrell, is your go-to resource for authoritative, evidence-based
treatment strategies in your daily practice. This award-winning text provides guidance on the
fast-moving dermatological therapy options for virtually any skin disease you're likely to encounter,
including third-line and unusual therapies when initial options have not been successful. Summaries
of each treatment strategy are accompanied by detailed discussions of treatment choices, with
ratings on a consistent scale ranging from clinical studies to anecdotal reports. - Puts every possible
therapeutic option at your disposal – including management strategies, first- to third-line therapies,
and off-label uses – for a truly complete guide to the vast array of dermatologic treatment options. -
Features 4 all-new chapters on COVID-19 dermatoses, including the associated pediatric
multisystem inflammatory syndrome; DRESS syndrome; keratosis lichenoides chronica; and tinea
corporis and tinea cruris. - Presents information in a consistent, tabular format, with checklists of
diagnostic and investigative pearls and color-coded boxes for quick reference. - Provides more than
260 full-color clinical images of skin diseases, most of which are new to this edition. - Offers the
combined knowledge and expertise of the world's leading authorities in dermatology. - Enhanced
eBook version included with purchase. Your enhanced eBook allows you to access all of the text,
figures, and references from the book on a variety of devices.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Postsecondary Schools with Occupational Programs
1982 Thomas Litkowski, 1983
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Racial Inequality in New York City since 1965



Benjamin P. Bowser, Chelli Devadutt, 2019-08-23 In the past, the study of racial inequality in New
York City has usually had a narrow focus, examining particular social problems affecting
ethnic-racial groups. In contrast, this book provides a comprehensive overview of racial inequality in
the city's economy, housing, and education sectors over the last half-century. A collection of original
essays by some of New York's most well-known and emerging urban experts, Racial Inequality in
New York City since 1965 explores what city government has done and failed to do to address racial
inequality. It examines the changes in circumstances of Asian, Latino, West Indian, and African
American New Yorkers, outlining how theirs have either improved or deteriorated relative to their
white counterparts. The contributors also analyze how practices and policies in policing, public
housing, public health, and community services have maintained racial inequality and discuss how
political participation can increase social capital among city residents in order to reduce racial
inequality. The book concludes by offering a compendium of practical recommendations and actions
that can be implemented to address racial inequality in the city.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: The APRN and PA's Complete Guide to
Prescribing Drug Therapy 2024 Mari J. Wirfs, 2024-03-19 An unrivaled reference tool for
advanced practice providers and students in clinical practice settings This concise and easy-to-read
drug therapy prescribing reference provides critical information for advanced practice nurses and
physician assistants in clinical practice settings who are involved in the primary care management of
patients with acute, episodic, and chronic health problems, life-altering and life-threatening
diseases, and needs for health promotion and disease prevention. Interspersed with clinically useful
information, such as monitored laboratory values, patient teaching points, and safety information,
this reference draws upon data taken directly from FDA-approved drug labels and patient
medication guides, and is organized by diagnosis rather than by drug classification, to provide
advanced practice practitioners with the comprehensive, concise, and up-to-date information on
drug therapies that they need to help achieve positive outcomes in their daily practice. The first
section of this book presents drug treatment regimens for over 700 clinical diagnoses, listed
alphabetically by generic name, followed by important information required for prescription
decision-making. The second section provides additional information on treatment, organized in a
convenient table format. An alphabetical cross-reference index of drugs allows for easy identification
of alternate drug names and their location within the text. New to this Edition: Information on over
100 new diagnoses and over 100 new generic drugs indicated for the treatment of quality of
life-altering and life-threatening conditions such as chronic kidney disease, genetic diseases,
mesothelioma, MS, metastatic cancers, and rare diseases. Updates on drugs used for site-specific
cancers, mental health issues, and commonly diagnosed diseases such as diabetes and asthma.
Details on new drug approvals including indications, treatment regimens, adverse reactions,
drug-drug interactions, warnings and precautions, and use in special populations Key Features:
Provides new drug treatment regimens for drugs that are first in class, novel drugs, orphan drugs,
new drugs with breakthrough or fast track designation and drugs with new indications and
expanded social populations. Includes drug prescribing information on diseases prevalent outside of
North America, including endemic diseases with known transmission and treatment interventions.
Serves advanced practice providers across the United States and internationally. Consistent with
approvals and recommendations for use by the FDA.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Diversity and Inclusion in Quality Patient Care
Marcus L. Martin, Sheryl Heron, Lisa Moreno-Walton, Michelle Strickland, 2018-09-28 This new
edition focuses on bias in health care and provides a variety of case examples related to the timely
topics of unconscious bias and microaggressions encountered by patients, students, attending and
resident physicians, nurses, staff, and advanced practice providers in various healthcare settings.
The proliferation of literature on unconscious bias and microaggressions has raised public
awareness around these concerns. This case compendium discusses strategies and addresses
professional responses to bias in health care and extends beyond the individual patient and
healthcare provider into the communities where biased assumptions and attitudes exist. Recognizing



that ethnic minorities, the elderly, the poor, and persons with Medicaid coverage utilize the
emergency department at higher rates than the general population, this compendium also builds
upon the case studies from the first edition to cover a broader array of underserved minority groups.
Diversity and Inclusion in Quality Patient Care: Your Story/Our Story – A Case-Based Compendium,
2nd Edition is an essential resource for attending and resident physicians, nurses, staff, advanced
practice providers, and students in emergency medicine, primary care, and public health.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: NCRR Strategic Plan 2009-2013 National Center for
Research Resources (U.S.), 2008
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Alphabetic List of Educational Institutions , 1987
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Biomedical Index to PHS-supported Research , 1990
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Best 162 Medical Schools 2005 Edition Princeton
Review (Firm), 2004 Our Best 357 Colleges is the best-selling college guide on the market because it
is the voice of the students. Now we let graduate students speak for themselves, too, in these
brand-new guides for selecting the ideal business, law, medical, or arts and humanities graduate
school. It includes detailed profiles; rankings based on student surveys, like those made popular by
our Best 357 Colleges guide; as well as student quotes about classes, professors, the social scene,
and more. Plus we cover the ins and outs of admissions and financial aid. Each guide also includes
an index of all schools with the most pertinent facts, such as contact information. And we've topped
it all off with our school-says section where participating schools can talk back by providing their
own profiles. It's a whole new way to find the perfect match in a graduate school.
  cuny school of medicine pa program: Health Planning Reports: Subject index. 4 v United
States. Health Resources Administration, 1978
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