
cultural resource management definition
cultural resource management definition refers to the systematic process of identifying,
evaluating, preserving, and protecting cultural resources that have historical, archaeological,
architectural, or cultural significance. This field plays a critical role in safeguarding heritage assets
amid development and land-use changes, ensuring that valuable cultural information is not lost.
Cultural resource management (CRM) involves collaboration among archaeologists, historians,
government agencies, and communities to balance preservation with modern needs. This article
explores the comprehensive definition of CRM, its importance, legal frameworks, methods used, and
challenges faced in the field. Understanding cultural resource management is essential for
professionals working in heritage conservation, urban planning, and environmental management.
The following sections will provide an in-depth examination of CRM, highlighting its key components
and practical applications.
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Processes and Methods in Cultural Resource Management

Challenges and Future Directions

Understanding Cultural Resource Management

Cultural resource management is a multidisciplinary practice focused on the stewardship of cultural
heritage. It encompasses the protection of tangible and intangible cultural resources, including
archaeological sites, historic buildings, landscapes, artifacts, and traditional cultural properties. The
primary goal of CRM is to ensure that these resources are preserved for future generations while
accommodating contemporary land use and development projects.

Definition and Scope

The cultural resource management definition extends beyond simple preservation; it involves the
identification, documentation, assessment, and mitigation of impacts on cultural resources. CRM
professionals undertake surveys and excavations to locate resources, evaluate their significance, and
develop management plans. This scope includes both prehistoric and historic sites, as well as
culturally sensitive locations important to indigenous and local communities.

Significance of Cultural Resources



Cultural resources provide invaluable insights into human history, societal development, and
cultural identities. They contribute to a community's sense of place and continuity, offering
educational and tourism opportunities. Protecting these resources helps maintain biodiversity of
cultural expressions and supports sustainable development by integrating heritage conservation into
planning processes.

Legal and Regulatory Frameworks

A robust legal framework governs cultural resource management in many countries, establishing
standards and procedures for protecting heritage sites. These laws ensure that cultural resources
are considered during planning and development activities, preventing irreversible damage or
destruction.

Key Legislation and Policies

In the United States, the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 is a cornerstone law
that mandates federal agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic properties.
Section 106 of the NHPA requires consultation and review before projects proceed. Other important
regulations include the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) and the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), which safeguard archaeological sites and
cultural items.

Role of Government Agencies

Government bodies such as the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices (THPOs), and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) play vital
roles in enforcing CRM regulations. These agencies review projects, provide guidance, and facilitate
collaboration between developers, archaeologists, and stakeholders to ensure compliance with
preservation laws.

Processes and Methods in Cultural Resource
Management

The practice of cultural resource management involves a series of steps designed to identify,
evaluate, and protect cultural heritage. Employing scientific methods and ethical standards, CRM
professionals work systematically to mitigate adverse effects from development activities.



Survey and Inventory

Initial surveys are conducted to locate cultural resources within a project area. These may include
pedestrian surveys, remote sensing, and archival research. The resulting inventory documents the
presence, type, and condition of resources, forming the basis for further evaluation.

Evaluation and Significance Assessment

Once identified, resources are assessed for their historical, architectural, or cultural significance.
Criteria often include age, rarity, integrity, and association with important events or persons. This
evaluation determines whether resources qualify for protection under local, state, or national
registers.

Mitigation and Preservation Strategies

If resources are threatened by development, CRM plans propose mitigation measures such as site
avoidance, data recovery through excavation, or stabilization. Preservation in place is preferred
whenever feasible to maintain the context and integrity of cultural heritage.

Documentation and Reporting

Comprehensive documentation is essential for CRM, including detailed reports, mapping,
photography, and artifact cataloging. These records contribute to the broader understanding of
cultural heritage and support future research and management efforts.

Community Engagement and Consultation

Engagement with indigenous groups, local communities, and stakeholders is a crucial component of
CRM. Their knowledge and values inform management decisions, ensuring respect for cultural
traditions and enhancing the effectiveness of preservation efforts.

Challenges and Future Directions

Cultural resource management faces several challenges as it adapts to evolving social,
environmental, and technological contexts. Addressing these challenges is critical to advancing the
field and improving heritage protection worldwide.



Balancing Development and Preservation

One of the primary challenges is reconciling the needs for economic development with the
imperative to conserve cultural resources. Rapid urbanization, infrastructure projects, and resource
extraction often threaten heritage sites, requiring innovative strategies and policy enforcement to
achieve sustainable outcomes.

Technological Advances

Emerging technologies such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 3D scanning, and remote
sensing have revolutionized CRM by enhancing site detection, analysis, and monitoring. Integrating
these tools improves accuracy and efficiency in managing cultural resources.

Climate Change and Environmental Threats

Climate change poses significant risks to cultural heritage through rising sea levels, increased
erosion, and extreme weather events. CRM professionals must develop adaptive management
strategies to protect vulnerable sites and ensure resilience.

Funding and Resource Limitations

Securing adequate funding and resources remains a persistent challenge for CRM projects. Limited
budgets can constrain research, preservation, and community outreach efforts. Advocating for
increased investment and public awareness is essential for sustaining effective cultural resource
management.

Ethical Considerations and Inclusivity

Ethical issues such as ownership, repatriation, and cultural sensitivity require careful attention.
CRM must embrace inclusive practices that respect diverse cultural perspectives and empower
marginalized communities to participate actively in heritage stewardship.

Identification and documentation of cultural resources

Legal protection and compliance

Mitigation of adverse impacts

Community involvement and collaboration



Use of advanced technologies

Addressing environmental and climate challenges

Ethical stewardship and cultural sensitivity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of cultural resource management
(CRM)?
Cultural resource management (CRM) is the practice of identifying, evaluating, protecting, and
preserving cultural resources such as archaeological sites, historic buildings, and artifacts, often in
the context of construction or land development.

Why is cultural resource management important?
Cultural resource management is important because it helps preserve significant cultural heritage,
ensures compliance with legal requirements, and promotes responsible stewardship of historical and
archaeological sites.

What types of resources are managed in cultural resource
management?
Cultural resource management typically involves archaeological sites, historic buildings,
monuments, landscapes, artifacts, and intangible cultural heritage such as traditions and languages.

Who typically practices cultural resource management?
Professionals in cultural resource management often include archaeologists, historians,
preservationists, anthropologists, and heritage managers working for government agencies,
consulting firms, or nonprofits.

How does cultural resource management relate to
environmental regulations?
Cultural resource management often works alongside environmental regulations by assessing and
mitigating impacts on cultural heritage during development projects, ensuring compliance with laws
like the National Historic Preservation Act.

What laws govern cultural resource management in the United



States?
In the U.S., cultural resource management is governed by laws such as the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA), and the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).

What is the process involved in cultural resource
management?
The CRM process generally includes identification, evaluation, documentation, mitigation, and
monitoring of cultural resources during planning and development activities.

How does cultural resource management benefit
communities?
CRM benefits communities by preserving their cultural heritage, promoting education and tourism,
fostering a sense of identity, and preventing the loss of valuable historical information.

What challenges are faced in cultural resource management?
Challenges in CRM include balancing development with preservation, limited funding, incomplete
historical records, stakeholder conflicts, and addressing the needs and rights of indigenous peoples.

Additional Resources
1. Cultural Resource Management: An Introduction
This book provides a comprehensive overview of cultural resource management (CRM), explaining
its purpose, legal frameworks, and practical applications. It covers the importance of preserving
archaeological sites, historic buildings, and landscapes while balancing development needs. The text
is ideal for students and professionals seeking foundational knowledge in CRM.

2. Managing Archaeological Resources in Cultural Landscapes
Focusing on the integration of archaeology within broader cultural landscapes, this book explores
methods for identifying, preserving, and managing archaeological resources. It discusses the
challenges faced in CRM, including stakeholder engagement and sustainable development. The book
offers case studies that illustrate successful management practices.

3. Principles of Cultural Resource Management
This title outlines the key principles and ethics underlying CRM, emphasizing the importance of
respecting indigenous cultures and historical contexts. It introduces readers to legal mandates such
as the National Historic Preservation Act and the role of federal agencies. The book also highlights
best practices for conducting surveys and assessments.

4. Heritage Management: Principles and Practice
Heritage Management covers the broader scope of managing cultural heritage, including tangible
and intangible resources. It discusses CRM in relation to museums, archives, and community
heritage projects. The book provides strategies for conservation, public engagement, and policy
development.



5. Legal Frameworks in Cultural Resource Management
This book delves into the legal aspects of CRM, detailing laws, regulations, and case law that govern
the protection of cultural resources. It examines international agreements as well as national and
local legislation. The text is a valuable resource for practitioners needing to navigate the complex
legal environment of CRM.

6. Community Involvement in Cultural Resource Management
Highlighting the role of local communities, this book stresses the importance of participatory
approaches in CRM. It explores methods for involving indigenous groups, landowners, and other
stakeholders in decision-making processes. The book showcases examples where community
engagement has enhanced resource preservation.

7. Ethics and Cultural Resource Management
Ethical considerations are central to this book, which discusses the responsibilities of CRM
professionals to cultural groups and society at large. It addresses issues such as repatriation,
cultural sensitivity, and the impact of development projects. The book encourages reflective practice
and ethical decision-making in CRM.

8. Field Methods in Cultural Resource Management
This practical guide focuses on the methodologies used in fieldwork for CRM, including surveying,
excavation, and documentation techniques. It provides detailed instructions and best practices for
conducting field investigations. The book is designed for CRM practitioners and students seeking
hands-on knowledge.

9. Cultural Resource Management and Sustainable Development
Examining the intersection of CRM and sustainability, this book discusses how cultural resource
preservation can be integrated into sustainable development planning. It explores challenges such
as urbanization and climate change impacts on cultural sites. The text offers approaches for
balancing resource protection with economic growth.
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  cultural resource management definition: Cultural Resource Management Thomas F. King,
2020-02-03 Stressing the interdisciplinary, public-policy oriented character of Cultural Resource
Management (CRM), which is not merely “applied archaeology,” this short, relatively uncomplicated
introduction is aimed at emerging archaeologists. Drawing on fifty-plus years’ experience, and
augmented by the advice of fourteen collaborators, Cultural Resource Management explains what
“CRM archaeologists” do, and explores the public policy, ethical, and pragmatic implications of
doing it for a living.
  cultural resource management definition: A Companion to Cultural Resource
Management Thomas F. King, 2011-03-29 A Companion to Cultural Resource Management is an
essential guide to those wishing to gain a deeper understanding of CRM and heritage management.
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Expert contributors share their knowledge and illustrate CRM's practice and scope, as well as the
core issues and realities in preserving cultural heritages worldwide. Edited by one of the world's
leading experts in the field of cultural resource management, with contributions by a wide range of
experts, including archaeologists, architectural historians, museum curators, historians, and
representatives of affected groups Offers a broad view of cultural resource management that
includes archaeological sites, cultural landscapes, historic structures, shipwrecks, scientific and
technological sites and objects, as well as intangible resources such as language, religion, and
cultural values Highlights the realities that face CRM practitioners on the ground
  cultural resource management definition: Thinking About Cultural Resource Management
Thomas F. King, 2002-08-27 Tom King knows cultural resource management. As one of its
long-standing practitioners, a key person in developing the regulations, and a consultant, trainer,
and author of several important books on the topic, King's ideas on CRM have had a large impact on
contemporary practice. In this witty, sardonic book, he outlines ways of improving how cultural
resources are treated in America. King tackles everything from disciplinary blinders, NAGPRA, and
the National Register to flaws in the Section 106 process, avaricious consultants, and the
importance of meaningful consultation with native peoples. This brief work is an important source of
new ideas for anyone working in this field and a good starting point for discussion in courses and
training programs.
  cultural resource management definition: Cultural Resource Management in
Contemporary Society Alf Hatton, Francis P. MacManamon, 2003-05-20 This innovative collection
of essays from an international range of contributors describes various means of preserving,
protecting and presenting vital cultural resources within the context of economic development,
competing claims of ownership of particular cultural resources, modern uses of structures and
space, and other aspects of late twentieth-century life.
  cultural resource management definition: Cultural Resource Management Bassey W.
Andah, 1990
  cultural resource management definition: CRM Bulletin United States. National Park
Service. Cultural Resources Management Division, 1994
  cultural resource management definition: The Benefits of Cultural Resource
Conservation United States. Department of Defense. Legacy Resources Management Program,
1994
  cultural resource management definition: Cultural Resource Laws and Practice Thomas F.
King, 2012-12-13 In this fourth edition of the CRM classic, Thomas F. King shares his expertise in
dealing with laws regulating the use of cultural resources. With wry insight, he explains the various
federal, state, and local laws governing the protection of resources, how they have been interpreted,
how they operate in practice, and even how they are sometimes in contradiction with each other. He
provides helpful advice on how to ensure regulatory compliance in dealing with archaeological sites,
historic buildings, urban districts, sacred sites and objects, shipwrecks, and archives. King also
offers careful guidance through the confusing array of federal, state, and tribal offices concerned
with CRM. Featuring updated analysis and treatments of key topics, this new edition is a must-have
for archaeologists and students, historic preservationists, tribal governments, and others working
with cultural resources.
  cultural resource management definition: Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory
Michael B Schiffer, 2014-06-30 Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory, Volume 5 presents
the progressive explorations in methods and theory in archeology. This book provides information
pertinent to the developments in urban archeology. Organized into nine chapters, this volume begins
with an overview of cultural resource management developed to assess the significance of, and to
manage the cultural resources on public lands. This text then explores the basic aspects of natural
and human-caused changes on the portion of the archaeological resource base consisting of
archaeological sites. Other chapters consider the practice of urban archeology in the United States,
with emphasis on the relationships between human behavior and material culture in an urban



setting. This book discusses as well the applications of computer graphics in archeology. The final
chapter deals with the types of skeletal and population changes that accompany malnutrition. This
book is a valuable resource for anthropologist, archaeologists, urban planners, and graduate
students.
  cultural resource management definition: San Juan Resource Area Proposed Resource(s)
Management Plan (RMP) , 1987
  cultural resource management definition: Current Perspectives in the Archaeology of
Ghana James Anquandah, Benjamin Kankpeyeng, 2014-12-29 This collection of essays on
archaeology and heritage studies is authored by local and expatriate scholars who are either past or
current practitioners in archaeological work in Ghana. The subject matter covered includes the
history and evolution of the discipline in Ghana; the method and theory or how to do it in
archaeology, fi eld research reports, and syntheses on findings from past and recent investigations.
The eclectic or multidisciplinary strategy has been the research vogue in Ghanaian archaeology
recently, and this is reflected in the various chapters. The essays engage with current theoretical
trends in global archaeology and also focus on the role and status of archaeology as a discipline in
Ghanaian society today. Archaeology is a relatively novel subject to many in Ghana. This Reader will,
therefore, be a huge asset to local students and experts alike. Foreign scholars will also find it very
useful.
  cultural resource management definition: The Intersection of Sacredness and
Archaeology Donna L. Gillette, Thomas L. Sanders, 2024-10-01 At the point of the often-contentious
intersection of sacred site preservation and resource development, archaeology has a unique and
valuable role. Archaeology has been criticized as a destroyer of sacred sites through the unbridled
pursuit of knowledge through excavation or aiding unbridled development by failing to identify
sacred sites. However, archaeology can act as a mitigator between the conflicting goals of
preservation and development, while giving the indigenous a voice. At the heart of this mitigation is
understanding the sacred: how it might be physically manifested, how those of diverse cultures
understand it, and how it is effected by the laws and norms of diverse cultures. The purpose of this
book is to enhance the discussion surrounding contemporary human interaction with our natural and
cultural landscape. Its first goal is make this discussion more productive and less contentious by
presenting and thus recognizing the cultural ways of knowing and perspectives of indigenous
people. Its second goal is to foster the preservation of our scared landscape. As more and more of
our physical landscape is being altered worldwide through rapid growth and development, the
cultural landscape is also being changed and challenged. These changes often reflect the interests of
some members of society, while the interests of others, including those of Native and Indigenous
communities and many archaeologists, environmentalists and others who understand the importance
of knowing the past, are disregarded. The latter group is dedicated toward preserving special
places, and continuing to provide for Native people the ability to celebrate their traditions and
focusing on defining the sacred landscape.
  cultural resource management definition: Archaeological Heritage Management Henry
Cleere, 2020-11-25 This book results from discussions at the 1982 World Archaeological Congress
on 'Public Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management'. It brings to everyone's notice the
common need of a coherent, well-planned response to the potentially destructive threats of
development and tourism to archaeology.
  cultural resource management definition: Archaeological Heritage Management in the
Modern World Henry Cleere, 2012-11-12 Representing the latest thinking in this fast-moving and
often emotive field, this book offers a remarkably comprehensive international coverage of the
public aspects of archaeology. The process of survey and inventory, rescue and archaeology,
conservation and protection have until now been studied largely on the basis of individual countries
and their administrative and legislative structures. Now, by virtue of its broad geographical
coverage, this volume provides many rights and guidelines not hitherto brought into focus: the
history and philosophy of archaeological heritage management, case studies (regional, national and



specialised), and the training and qualification of archaeologists for heritage management. This book
is essential reading for all students, researchers and practitioners concerned with archaeological
heritage management, public administration and the legal community whose work involves
archaeological issues.
  cultural resource management definition: Chesapeake Bay Special Resource Study , 2004
  cultural resource management definition: Land and Resource Management Plan , 1986
  cultural resource management definition: Canyons of the Ancients National Monument
(N.M.), Resource Management Plan , 2009
  cultural resource management definition: Consultation and Cultural Heritage Claudia
Nissley, Thomas F King, 2016-06-16 This pragmatic guide to consultation in cultural heritage and
environmental impact management distills decades of experience by two of the leading figures in
this area. Claudia Nissley and Tom King reject the idea that consulting with communities and other
stakeholders is merely checking off a box on the list of tasks required to implement a project.
Instead, they show government agencies and project sponsors how to find the relevant parties, to
discuss the project in an open and continuous fashion, to consider alternative strategies, and to seek
agreement that meets everyone’s needs. The authors also provide useful guidance to community
leaders and other stakeholders to represent their interests in the consultation process. Complete
with practical suggestions and cases of successful (and less successful) consultation projects,
Consultation and Cultural Heritage is a book that no one involved in this field should be without.
  cultural resource management definition: Final Environmental Impact Statement for
the Humboldt National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan , 1986
  cultural resource management definition: Sky Harbor International Airport, Master Plan
Update Improvements , 1993
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What Is Culture? Simple Meaning, Everyday Examples, and Why It Culture is the shared
beliefs, language, values, habits, and traditions passed between families, communities, or societies.
It shapes how we live and how we connect. Honor Your Past.
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