
craftsman radial arm saw manual
craftsman radial arm saw manual is an essential resource for anyone using or
maintaining a Craftsman radial arm saw. This comprehensive guide covers everything from
basic operation and safety precautions to detailed maintenance and troubleshooting tips.
Whether you are a professional woodworker or a DIY enthusiast, understanding the nuances
of your radial arm saw ensures optimal performance and longevity. The manual provides
clear instructions on assembly, blade adjustment, and proper use, which helps prevent
common mistakes and accidents. Additionally, it includes valuable information on parts
identification and replacement, making repairs more manageable. This article will explore
the key aspects of the Craftsman radial arm saw manual to help users maximize the
efficiency and safety of their tool.
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Overview of the Craftsman Radial Arm Saw
The Craftsman radial arm saw is a versatile woodworking tool designed for precise
crosscuts, miter cuts, and bevel cuts. Its unique design allows the saw blade to move along
a horizontal arm, providing flexibility and accuracy. This saw is favored for its ability to
handle various types of wood and cutting tasks efficiently. The manual typically begins with
a detailed description of the saw’s components, including the motor, arm assembly, blade
guard, and table surface. Understanding the tool’s construction is crucial for safe and
effective use.

Key Features and Specifications
The Craftsman radial arm saw manual outlines important features such as blade size
compatibility, motor power, and arm length. These specifications help users select the
correct blade and understand the cutting capacity of their machine. Many models offer
adjustable bevel angles and depth controls, allowing for customized cuts. The manual also
emphasizes the importance of using the correct blade type for different materials to
achieve clean and safe cuts.



Intended Uses and Applications
This saw is primarily used for crosscutting lumber, but it also performs miter cuts, bevel
cuts, and dado cuts with appropriate adjustments. The manual highlights typical
woodworking projects suitable for the radial arm saw, including furniture making, cabinetry,
and general carpentry. Its ability to deliver repeatable, accurate cuts makes it a valuable
tool in professional and hobbyist workshops.

Operating Instructions and Safety Guidelines
Proper operation of the Craftsman radial arm saw is critical for both safety and
performance. The manual provides step-by-step instructions on setting up and using the
saw correctly. It emphasizes adherence to safety protocols to prevent injuries, including the
use of personal protective equipment and safe handling practices.

Setup and Assembly
The manual guides users through the initial setup process, which includes securing the saw
to a stable workbench, attaching the blade guard, and calibrating the arm and blade
angles. Correct assembly ensures stability and accuracy during operation. The manual also
advises on electrical requirements and proper grounding to prevent electrical hazards.

Safety Precautions
Safety is a primary focus of the Craftsman radial arm saw manual. It recommends wearing
safety glasses, hearing protection, and dust masks. The manual instructs users to keep
hands clear of the blade path, use push sticks when necessary, and never remove safety
guards. It also warns against wearing loose clothing or jewelry that could become
entangled. Proper blade installation and regular inspection of safety features are stressed
to maintain a secure working environment.

Operating Procedures
Users are instructed on how to position the workpiece securely on the saw table and how to
adjust the cutting angles. The manual details the correct method of turning on the saw,
making the cut, and shutting off the machine. It advises allowing the blade to reach full
speed before cutting and recommends feeding the material smoothly without forcing it.
Following these procedures minimizes the risk of kickback and ensures clean, precise cuts.

Maintenance and Blade Care
Routine maintenance is vital to keep the Craftsman radial arm saw functioning efficiently
and safely. The manual provides a maintenance schedule and outlines necessary tasks
such as cleaning, lubrication, and inspection. Proper care extends the lifespan of the saw



and helps maintain cutting accuracy.

Cleaning and Lubrication
Regular cleaning involves removing sawdust and debris from the table surface, arm, and
blade guard. The manual suggests using compressed air or a brush for thorough cleaning.
Lubrication of moving parts, such as the arm tracks and pivot points, is necessary to
prevent wear and ensure smooth operation. Users are advised to use manufacturer-
recommended lubricants and avoid over-lubrication, which can attract dust and cause
buildup.

Blade Inspection and Replacement
The manual stresses the importance of inspecting the saw blade for damage, dullness, or
warping before each use. A dull or damaged blade can cause poor cuts and increase the
risk of accidents. Instructions for safely removing and replacing the blade are detailed,
including torque specifications for blade nuts. It also recommends using blades suitable for
the material being cut and ensuring they are properly aligned and tightened.

Adjustments and Calibration
Ensuring the saw is correctly calibrated is essential for accurate cuts. The manual provides
detailed instructions for adjusting the blade angle, arm position, and fence alignment.
Periodic checks and recalibrations help maintain precision and compensate for wear or
accidental bumps. The manual often includes diagrams to assist users in performing these
adjustments correctly.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The Craftsman radial arm saw manual includes a troubleshooting section to help users
identify and resolve frequent problems. This section enhances user confidence and reduces
downtime by providing clear solutions.

Blade Not Cutting Properly
If the saw blade produces rough or uneven cuts, the manual advises checking for dullness,
improper blade type, or incorrect alignment. It recommends replacing or sharpening the
blade and verifying all adjustments. Ensuring the workpiece is securely clamped and
feeding it at the correct speed can also resolve cutting issues.

Excessive Vibration or Noise
Unusual vibration or noise may indicate loose components, worn bearings, or imbalance in



the blade. The manual instructs users to inspect and tighten all bolts, check the motor
mounts, and examine the blade for damage or warping. Addressing these factors promptly
prevents further damage and maintains safe operation.

Electrical Problems
If the saw fails to start or stops unexpectedly, the manual suggests checking the power
source, switch, and wiring connections. It also recommends inspecting the motor brushes
and replacing them if worn. Users are cautioned to disconnect power before performing
electrical inspections to avoid shock hazards.

Parts Identification and Replacement
Understanding the components of the Craftsman radial arm saw is essential for
maintenance and repair. The manual includes detailed diagrams and part numbers to assist
users in identifying and ordering replacements.

Major Components
The manual lists major parts such as the motor assembly, arm and carriage, blade guard,
fence, table, and control switches. Each part is described in detail to aid in recognition and
understanding of its function within the saw system.

Ordering Replacement Parts
Instructions for obtaining replacement parts include referencing part numbers from the
manual and contacting authorized dealers or service centers. The manual emphasizes using
genuine Craftsman parts to ensure compatibility and safety.

Installation Guidelines
Replacement procedures are outlined with step-by-step instructions and safety warnings.
Proper installation is critical to maintain the saw’s performance and avoid damage. The
manual advises testing the saw after any replacement to confirm correct operation.

Regularly inspect and clean the saw to prevent buildup and wear.

Use the correct blade type and size for the material and saw model.

Follow all safety guidelines to minimize risk of injury.

Perform periodic calibration to maintain cutting accuracy.



Consult the manual’s troubleshooting section for common issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a Craftsman radial arm saw manual
online?
You can find Craftsman radial arm saw manuals on the official Sears PartsDirect website,
manual archive sites like Manualslib, or by searching for the specific model number
followed by 'manual' in a search engine.

How do I identify the model number of my Craftsman
radial arm saw?
The model number is usually located on a metal plate or sticker on the saw's motor housing
or base. It may also be found on the original packaging or receipt.

What safety precautions are recommended in the
Craftsman radial arm saw manual?
The manual advises wearing safety goggles, keeping hands away from the blade, ensuring
the saw is properly grounded, disconnecting power before adjustments, and using the saw
only for its intended purposes.

How do I adjust the blade alignment on a Craftsman
radial arm saw according to the manual?
Typically, the manual instructs loosening the locking nuts on the arm, adjusting the blade to
be square to the table and fence using a carpenter's square, then tightening the nuts
securely to maintain alignment.

What maintenance tips does the Craftsman radial arm
saw manual provide?
The manual recommends regularly cleaning sawdust from the saw, lubricating moving
parts, checking blade sharpness, inspecting electrical cords, and ensuring all bolts and
screws are tight.

Can the Craftsman radial arm saw manual help
troubleshoot common issues?
Yes, the manual often includes a troubleshooting section that addresses common problems
such as blade wobble, motor issues, or inaccurate cuts, with suggested fixes.



Is there a downloadable PDF version of the Craftsman
radial arm saw manual?
Many versions of the Craftsman radial arm saw manual are available as downloadable PDFs
from Sears PartsDirect, third-party manual sites, or online forums dedicated to
woodworking tools.

Additional Resources
1. The Craftsman Radial Arm Saw: Operation and Maintenance Manual
This comprehensive manual guides users through the proper operation and routine
maintenance of the Craftsman radial arm saw. It covers essential safety protocols, blade
adjustments, and troubleshooting common issues. Ideal for both beginners and
experienced woodworkers looking to extend the life of their saw.

2. Mastering the Radial Arm Saw: Techniques and Projects
Designed for woodworking enthusiasts, this book offers detailed techniques for making
precise cuts with the radial arm saw. It includes step-by-step project plans that help users
build furniture, cabinetry, and decorative items. The manual also highlights best practices
for setup and blade selection.

3. Craftsman Tools: A Complete Guide to Radial Arm Saws
This guide delves into the history, design, and functionality of Craftsman radial arm saws. It
explains different model variations and upgrades, along with tips for restoring older units.
Readers will find advice on enhancing performance and ensuring safety during operation.

4. Woodworking with the Radial Arm Saw: Tips and Techniques
Focused on practical woodworking applications, this book teaches users how to maximize
the versatility of the radial arm saw. It discusses cutting methods such as crosscuts, rip
cuts, and dadoes, and includes expert advice on blade maintenance and alignment. Perfect
for hobbyists seeking to improve their skills.

5. The Essential Craftsman Workshop Manual
While covering multiple tools, this manual features an in-depth section dedicated to the
Craftsman radial arm saw. It explains calibration, parts replacement, and common repairs.
The book is a valuable resource for maintaining a safe and efficient workshop environment.

6. Troubleshooting and Repairing Craftsman Radial Arm Saws
This specialized book focuses on diagnosing and fixing common problems with Craftsman
radial arm saws. It provides illustrated guides for repairing electrical components,
correcting blade misalignment, and replacing worn parts. A must-have for DIY repair
enthusiasts and professional technicians.

7. Radial Arm Saw Safety and Best Practices
Safety is paramount when using power tools, and this book emphasizes safe handling of the
radial arm saw. It covers protective gear, proper setup, and emergency procedures to
prevent accidents. The author shares real-world examples to highlight potential hazards
and how to avoid them.



8. Creative Woodworking Projects Using the Radial Arm Saw
This inspirational book presents a variety of creative woodworking projects that can be
accomplished with the radial arm saw. From decorative trim to custom shelving, each
project includes detailed instructions and material lists. It encourages woodworkers to
explore new techniques and refine their craftsmanship.

9. The Complete Craftsman Radial Arm Saw Reference
Serving as an all-encompassing reference, this book compiles user manuals, technical
specifications, and expert advice for the Craftsman radial arm saw. It is organized for easy
navigation, making it a handy resource for quick consultations. Suitable for users at all
levels, it supports both everyday use and advanced woodworking tasks.
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