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craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone looking to
understand, troubleshoot, or repair the electrical system of a Craftsman riding lawn mower. The ignition
switch is a critical component that controls the starting and stopping of the engine by managing the flow of
electrical current to the ignition system and other connected parts. This article provides a comprehensive guide
to understanding the wiring diagram of the Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch, including the key
components involved, how to interpret the wiring schematic, and tips for effective troubleshooting. Whether
you are a professional technician or a DIY enthusiast, having a clear grasp of the ignition switch wiring
layout can save time and prevent costly errors. This guide will also cover common wiring issues and safety
precautions to keep in mind while working on the mower’s electrical system. The detailed breakdown will help
enhance your knowledge of the Craftsman mower’s electrical circuitry, ensuring better maintenance and repair
outcomes.
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Understanding the Craftsman Riding Lawn Mower Ignition Switch

The ignition switch on a Craftsman riding lawn mower is a multifunctional electrical switch that controls
the engine's ignition and electrical circuits. It is typically mounted on the mower’s dashboard or control panel
and operates in several key positions such as Off, Run, and Start. When the key turns to the Start position,
the ignition switch sends electrical current to the starter solenoid, enabling the engine to crank. In the Run
position, it maintains the ignition circuit active, allowing the engine to operate continuously. In the Off
position, it breaks the electrical connection, stopping the engine and preventing it from starting. Understanding
the role and function of the ignition switch is fundamental before examining the wiring diagram.

Functionality of the Ignition Switch

The ignition switch serves as a gateway for electrical power to various mower components, including the
starter motor, ignition coil, and safety switches. It ensures that the engine only starts when the correct
conditions are met, such as the brake being engaged or the mower blades being disengaged. The switch also works
in conjunction with safety interlock systems, which prevent accidental starting or operation, enhancing user
safety.

Importance of Correct Wiring

Proper wiring of the ignition switch is crucial to the mower’s reliable operation. Faulty or incorrect wiring can
lead to starting issues, engine stalling, or complete electrical failure. The ignition switch wiring diagram acts



as a roadmap, guiding the technician or homeowner through the correct wiring pathways and connections to
ensure optimal performance.

Components Involved in the Ignition Switch Wiring

The Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram includes several key components that work
together to control the mower’s ignition and electrical circuits. Identifying these components is essential for
understanding the wiring layout and diagnosing issues.

Ignition Switch

The ignition switch itself usually contains several terminals, each corresponding to a specific wire and
electrical function. These terminals may be labeled as Battery (B+), Ignition (IGN), Start (S), and Accessory
(ACC), depending on the model. Each terminal connects to a different part of the mower’s electrical system.

Starter Solenoid

The starter solenoid is an electromagnetic switch that receives current from the ignition switch’s Start
terminal. When energized, it closes the circuit to the starter motor, enabling the engine to crank. The solenoid is
a critical relay in the starting process.

Battery and Ground

The battery supplies the electrical power needed for starting and running the mower’s engine. The ignition switch
wiring must include connections to the battery positive terminal and a proper ground to complete the
electrical circuits.

Safety Switches

Safety switches, such as the brake switch, seat switch, and blade engagement switch, integrate with the
ignition wiring to prevent unsafe operation. These switches often interrupt the ignition or starter circuits if
certain safety conditions are not met.

Ignition Coil

The ignition coil receives voltage through the ignition switch when the mower is running, generating the high
voltage necessary to create a spark in the spark plug.

How to Read the Craftsman Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram

Reading the wiring diagram for a Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch involves understanding the
symbols, wire colors, and terminal labels used to illustrate the electrical connections. This skill enables
effective troubleshooting and repair.



Identifying Terminal Labels

Each terminal on the ignition switch is represented with specific labels in the diagram. Common labels include:

B or B+ – Battery positive terminal

IGN – Ignition circuit

S – Start terminal

ACC – Accessory power

GND or Ground – Electrical ground connection

Understanding Wire Color Codes

Wire colors are standardized to help identify their purpose. Typical wire colors in Craftsman ignition switch
wiring include:

Red – Battery power or constant 12V

Yellow – Ignition circuit

Black – Ground or negative

Blue – Start solenoid control

Green – Safety switch or accessory

These colors can vary by model year, so consulting the specific wiring diagram for the mower is important.

Tracing the Wiring Path

The wiring diagram shows the path from the battery through the ignition switch terminals, safety switches,
and ultimately to the starter solenoid and ignition coil. Tracing these connections step-by-step allows one to
verify proper wiring and identify breaks or shorts in the circuit.

Common Wiring Configurations and Color Codes

Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagrams generally follow consistent configurations,
though differences exist between models and production years. Recognizing common wiring layouts aids in faster
diagnostics and repairs.

Typical Wiring Layout

Most Craftsman ignition switch wiring diagrams include the following configuration:

Red wire from battery positive to the ignition switch B+ terminal.1.

Yellow wire from ignition switch IGN terminal to the ignition coil and safety switches.2.



Blue wire from ignition switch S terminal to the starter solenoid.3.

Black or green wire for ground connections.4.

Green or other color wire routed through safety switches to the ignition circuit for safety interlock.5.

Variations by Model

Some models may include additional accessory terminals or use different wire colors. For example, certain
Craftsman mowers include a purple wire for blade engagement or a white wire for lighting systems. Always
verify with the specific wiring diagram relevant to the mower’s model number.

Troubleshooting Ignition Switch Wiring Problems

Issues with the ignition switch wiring can manifest as the engine failing to start, stalling, or electrical
components not functioning properly. Systematic troubleshooting using the wiring diagram helps isolate and
resolve these problems.

Common Symptoms and Causes

Some frequent ignition switch wiring issues include:

Engine won’t start: Often caused by a broken wire to the starter solenoid or a faulty ignition switch.

Engine starts but dies immediately: Could be due to loss of ignition circuit power or safety switch
malfunction.

No electrical power to accessories: May indicate a blown fuse or a disconnected accessory wire.

Intermittent starting problems: Possible corrosion or loose connections in the ignition switch terminals.

Testing Procedures

Use a multimeter to check for continuity and voltage at the ignition switch terminals according to the wiring
diagram. Steps include:

Verify battery voltage at the B+ terminal.1.

Check for voltage at the IGN terminal when the key is in the Run position.2.

Confirm that the Start terminal provides voltage when the key is turned to Start.3.

Inspect wiring harness and connectors for damage or corrosion.4.

Test safety switch continuity to ensure proper circuit operation.5.



Safety Tips When Working with Mower Electrical Systems

Working on the ignition switch wiring of a Craftsman riding lawn mower requires adherence to basic electrical
safety practices to prevent injury and equipment damage.

Disconnect the Battery

Always disconnect the battery before starting any electrical work to avoid accidental short circuits or
shocks. Remove the negative terminal first, followed by the positive terminal.

Use Proper Tools and Equipment

Employ insulated tools and a quality multimeter when testing electrical components. Avoid using damaged or
makeshift tools.

Follow Manufacturer’s Guidelines

Reference the mower’s service manual and wiring diagram to ensure correct procedures and wiring connections.
Improper repairs can lead to malfunction and safety hazards.

Avoid Working in Wet Conditions

Electrical repairs should be performed in dry environments to reduce the risk of electrical shock and equipment
damage.

Wear Protective Gear

Safety glasses and gloves help protect against accidental sparks and sharp mower components during repair
work.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring
diagram?

You can find the Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram in the mower's service manual or
on the official Sears PartsDirect website by searching your specific model number.

What are the common wire colors in a Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition
switch wiring?

Common wire colors include red for power, black for ground, yellow for the starter, and sometimes green or
white for accessories. However, colors may vary by model.



How do I test the ignition switch wiring on a Craftsman riding lawn mower?

Use a multimeter to check for continuity between the ignition switch terminals when turning the key to the ON
and START positions, ensuring proper voltage supply and signal to the starter.

Can I replace the ignition switch on my Craftsman riding lawn mower myself?

Yes, you can replace it yourself by disconnecting the battery, removing the old switch, and wiring the new
ignition switch according to the wiring diagram for your model.

What does the ignition switch wiring diagram for Craftsman riding lawn
mowers show?

The diagram illustrates the electrical connections between the ignition switch, battery, starter solenoid,
safety switches, and other components necessary for starting and running the mower.

Why is my Craftsman riding lawn mower not starting even though the
ignition switch wiring looks correct?

Possible reasons include a faulty ignition switch, dead battery, bad starter solenoid, safety switch issues, or
wiring damage despite correct wiring.

Are there any safety precautions when working with the ignition switch
wiring on a Craftsman riding lawn mower?

Yes, always disconnect the battery before working on wiring to prevent shocks or shorts, and ensure the
mower is on a flat surface with the parking brake engaged.

How do I identify the ignition switch terminals on a Craftsman riding lawn
mower wiring diagram?

Terminals are usually labeled as B (battery), S (starter), I (ignition), and M (magneto or ground), but refer to
the specific diagram for your model to be certain.

Can a wiring diagram help fix intermittent ignition switch problems on a
Craftsman riding lawn mower?

Yes, the wiring diagram helps trace and diagnose wiring faults, loose connections, or shorts that may cause
intermittent ignition switch issues.

Where can I download a free Craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch
wiring diagram?

Free wiring diagrams can sometimes be found on online forums, repair websites, or the official Craftsman support
page by entering your model number.

Additional Resources
1. Wiring Diagrams for Craftsman Riding Lawn Mowers: A Practical Guide
This book offers detailed wiring diagrams specifically for Craftsman riding lawn mowers, focusing on ignition
switch wiring. It breaks down each component's connection, making troubleshooting easier for both beginners



and experienced mechanics. Clear illustrations help readers understand the electrical system step-by-step.

2. The Complete Guide to Small Engine Electrical Systems
Covering a wide range of small engine types, this guide delves into electrical systems including ignition
switches, wiring, and troubleshooting tips. It includes practical advice and wiring layouts tailored for riding
lawn mowers like Craftsman models. Readers will find helpful maintenance tips to keep their equipment running
smoothly.

3. Craftsman Riding Mower Maintenance and Repair Manual
This manual provides comprehensive instructions for maintaining and repairing Craftsman riding mowers, with a
dedicated section on electrical components. It explains the ignition switch wiring system clearly, offering
diagrams and step-by-step repair procedures. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts wanting to extend the life of their
mower.

4. Electrical Wiring Essentials for Lawn and Garden Equipment
Focused on the electrical aspects of lawn and garden tools, this book includes detailed wiring diagrams and
troubleshooting for ignition switches. It covers safety tips and best practices for handling electrical repairs
on riding mowers. The content is accessible to hobbyists and professional technicians alike.

5. Small Engine Ignition Systems: Troubleshooting and Repair
Dedicated to ignition systems in small engines, this book explores common issues and how to fix them, including
wiring diagrams for Craftsman riding lawn mowers. It explains the function of each ignition component and how
to test and replace faulty parts. A must-have for those tackling electrical problems on their own.

6. DIY Lawn Mower Electrical Repairs: Step-by-Step Solutions
This practical guide walks readers through various electrical repairs on lawn mowers, emphasizing ignition
switch wiring diagrams and problem-solving techniques. Written for non-experts, it features clear photos and
instructions to make repairs less intimidating. It’s perfect for homeowners who prefer to handle mower issues
themselves.

7. Understanding Riding Lawn Mower Electrical Systems
This book breaks down the complex electrical systems found in riding lawn mowers, with a special focus on
ignition switch wiring. It helps readers identify wiring colors, connectors, and circuit layouts used in
Craftsman models. The explanations make it easier to diagnose electrical faults and perform repairs
confidently.

8. Craftsman Riding Mower Electrical Troubleshooting Handbook
A targeted resource for resolving electrical problems in Craftsman riding mowers, this handbook includes
wiring diagrams, common fault charts, and repair tips. It simplifies diagnosing ignition switch issues and guides
users through systematic troubleshooting. The book is ideal for both professional repairers and DIY users.

9. Mastering Small Engine Electrical Wiring and Repairs
This comprehensive volume covers all aspects of small engine electrical wiring, including ignition switch
systems on riding mowers like Craftsman. It offers detailed diagrams, repair procedures, and testing methods to
ensure proper functionality. Readers gain the confidence to undertake complex electrical repairs with clear
guidance.
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