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diagram

craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram is an essential resource for
anyone looking to maintain, repair, or restore their Craftsman riding mower
efficiently. Understanding the layout and specific components through an
accurate parts diagram can save time and money by ensuring the correct parts
are identified and used during repairs. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram, detailing the
key components, how to interpret the diagrams, and tips for sourcing genuine
parts. Whether you are a professional technician or a DIY enthusiast, having
detailed knowledge of the parts diagram will enhance your ability to
troubleshoot issues and maintain optimal mower performance. Additionally,
this guide explores common parts that may require replacement and offers
practical advice on assembling and disassembling components based on the
diagram. By the end of this article, readers will be well-equipped to
confidently navigate the parts diagram for the Craftsman model 917 and
execute necessary maintenance tasks.
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Understanding the Craftsman Riding Mower Model
917 Parts Diagram
The Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram is a detailed schematic
representation that displays all the individual parts and assemblies of the
mower. It serves as a visual guide to understanding the mower’s construction,
showing the spatial relationships between components such as the engine,
cutting deck, transmission, and electrical system. This diagram is crucial
for identifying part numbers and names, which simplifies ordering replacement
parts. The diagram is typically provided in the owner's manual or available
through Sears or Craftsman’s official parts websites. Using the parts diagram
ensures accuracy in repairs and helps prevent confusion when dealing with



complex assemblies.

Purpose of the Parts Diagram
The primary purpose of the parts diagram is to facilitate maintenance and
repair by providing a clear map of all mower components. It helps technicians
and users pinpoint the exact location and orientation of parts, enabling
precise disassembly and reassembly. Additionally, the diagram assists in
identifying worn or damaged parts that need replacement and verifies
compatibility when ordering new components.

Typical Layout and Presentation
Parts diagrams for the Craftsman model 917 are usually exploded views, where
components are shown separated but aligned to demonstrate how they fit
together. Each part is numbered, with a corresponding parts list that
includes part names and numbers. This visual format enhances comprehension,
making it easier to distinguish between similar-looking parts and understand
complex mechanical relationships.

Key Components Illustrated in the Parts Diagram
The Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram includes a comprehensive
breakdown of all major and minor parts. These components are grouped into
systems such as the engine, deck assembly, drive system, electrical
components, and chassis. Familiarity with these key elements is critical for
effective troubleshooting and maintenance.

Engine Assembly
The engine assembly section of the parts diagram details the engine block,
carburetor, air filter, spark plug, starter, and fuel system components.
Understanding this section is essential for addressing engine-related issues
such as starting problems, fuel delivery, and performance inefficiencies.

Cutting Deck and Blades
This area of the diagram highlights the mower deck structure, including the
blades, spindles, pulleys, belts, and deck lift mechanisms. Proper
identification of these parts is necessary for blade replacement, deck belt
adjustments, and ensuring an even cut.



Drive and Transmission System
The drive system components include the transmission, drive belts, axles,
wheels, and related hardware. The parts diagram illustrates how these
elements connect to enable movement and speed control, which is vital for
diagnosing transmission problems or replacing worn belts.

Electrical Components
The electrical section shows the battery, ignition switch, wiring harness,
safety switches, and headlights if equipped. Accurate knowledge of electrical
parts supports troubleshooting of starting issues, lighting, and safety
interlocks.

Chassis and Frame
The chassis includes the frame, seat, steering components, and body panels.
The diagram details mounting points and hardware, which helps when repairing
or replacing structural parts or upgrading mower accessories.

How to Read and Interpret the Parts Diagram
Effectively
Effectively reading the Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram
requires understanding the numbering system, symbols, and layout conventions
used in exploded views. Mastery of these elements aids in identifying parts
quickly and comprehending their function within the overall assembly.

Numbering and Part Identification
Each part in the diagram is assigned a unique reference number, which
corresponds to a list detailing part names and numbers. Cross-referencing
these numbers ensures the correct part is identified for ordering or
replacement. It is important to use the exact part number to maintain
compatibility and performance.

Exploded View Conventions
The exploded view shows parts separated along their assembly order, allowing
users to see individual components without obstruction. Arrows or lines may
indicate the direction of assembly or connection points. Understanding these
visual cues helps in following the correct assembly or disassembly sequence.



Using the Diagram to Diagnose Issues
When a specific function of the mower is malfunctioning, the parts diagram
can be used to trace related components and identify potential points of
failure. For example, if the mower does not engage the blades, consulting the
cutting deck and drive system sections of the diagram can reveal relevant
belts, pulleys, or safety switches that may be the cause.

Common Replacement Parts for Craftsman Riding
Mower Model 917
Certain parts on the Craftsman model 917 riding mower are more prone to wear
and may require regular replacement. The parts diagram aids in correctly
identifying these components and facilitates efficient ordering and
installation.

Belts and Pulleys
Belts and pulleys are critical for power transmission to the blades and drive
system. Over time, belts can crack, stretch, or break, making replacement
necessary. The parts diagram clearly shows belt routing and pulley placement,
which is essential for proper installation.

Blades and Spindles
Mower blades suffer from dulling, bending, or damage due to regular use or
debris. Spindles that hold and rotate the blades may also wear out. Using the
parts diagram to identify the exact blade and spindle models ensures proper
fit and cutting performance.

Filters and Spark Plugs
Air filters and spark plugs are routine maintenance parts that need periodic
replacement to keep the engine running smoothly. The diagram identifies their
location and compatible part numbers, simplifying the maintenance process.

Batteries and Electrical Components
Battery replacement is common due to discharge or aging. Other electrical
parts like switches and wiring may also require replacement. The parts
diagram assists in locating these components and specifying the correct
replacements.



Where to Find Genuine Craftsman Model 917 Parts
Obtaining authentic Craftsman model 917 parts is crucial to maintain mower
performance and avoid compatibility issues. Genuine parts can be found
through authorized dealers, official Craftsman parts retailers, and reputable
online suppliers. Using the parts diagram to confirm part numbers helps
ensure that the correct genuine components are ordered.

Authorized Dealers and Service Centers
Authorized dealers and service centers often stock genuine Craftsman parts
and provide expert advice. Purchasing parts through these sources guarantees
authenticity and access to warranty support.

Official Craftsman Parts Websites
Craftsman’s official parts websites provide comprehensive catalogs and allow
users to search by model number or part number derived from the parts
diagram. These platforms ensure parts are genuine and compatible.

Reputable Online Retailers
Many online retailers specialize in lawn mower parts and carry authentic
Craftsman components. It is important to verify seller credibility and match
part numbers exactly as per the parts diagram to avoid counterfeit or
incorrect parts.

Tips for Using the Parts Diagram During Repairs
and Maintenance
Utilizing the Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts diagram effectively can
streamline repairs and maintenance tasks. Following best practices when
working with the diagram improves accuracy, safety, and efficiency.

Organize Parts and Hardware
When disassembling components, use the parts diagram to keep track of each
part and its orientation. Organize hardware in labeled containers to avoid
confusion during reassembly.



Follow the Assembly Sequence
The exploded view often suggests the order in which parts fit together.
Adhering to this sequence prevents damage to components and ensures proper
function.

Double-Check Part Numbers Before Ordering
Always verify the part number from the diagram before purchasing
replacements. This step prevents delays and extra costs associated with
ordering incorrect parts.

Use Proper Tools and Safety Precautions
Refer to the parts diagram to identify any specialized tools needed for
certain components. Follow safety guidelines to avoid injury during repairs.

Keep the Diagram Accessible
Having the parts diagram on hand during maintenance allows immediate
reference, reducing errors and speeding up the repair process.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a parts diagram for the Craftsman
riding mower model 917?
You can find the parts diagram for the Craftsman riding mower model 917 on
the official Sears PartsDirect website or through various online mower parts
retailers by searching with the specific model number.

What are the main components shown in the Craftsman
riding mower model 917 parts diagram?
The main components typically include the engine, cutting deck, blade
assembly, transmission, wheels, steering system, seat, and various belts and
pulleys.

How can I use the Craftsman riding mower model 917
parts diagram to order replacement parts?
Identify the part number from the diagram for the specific component you
need, then use that number to order the part from authorized dealers, Sears



PartsDirect, or trusted online retailers.

Is the parts diagram for Craftsman riding mower
model 917 available in PDF format?
Yes, many websites including Sears PartsDirect offer downloadable PDF
versions of the parts diagrams for Craftsman riding mowers, which can be
useful for repair and maintenance.

Can the Craftsman riding mower model 917 parts
diagram help with troubleshooting mechanical issues?
Yes, the parts diagram provides a detailed view of the mower’s components and
their placement, which can assist in diagnosing mechanical issues and
understanding how parts interact.

Are aftermarket parts compatible with the Craftsman
riding mower model 917 according to the parts
diagram?
Many aftermarket parts are compatible if they match the specifications and
part numbers shown in the Craftsman model 917 parts diagram, but it's
recommended to verify compatibility before purchase.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917 Parts Manual
This comprehensive manual provides detailed parts diagrams and lists for the
Craftsman Riding Mower Model 917. It is an essential resource for owners
looking to identify and replace components accurately. Clear illustrations
and part numbers make maintenance and repairs straightforward.

2. Essential Guide to Riding Mower Maintenance
Covering a broad range of riding mower models, this guide includes sections
specifically dedicated to the Craftsman 917. It offers practical advice on
routine upkeep, troubleshooting, and understanding parts diagrams. Readers
will find step-by-step instructions that help prolong mower lifespan.

3. DIY Repairs for Craftsman Riding Mowers
This book empowers owners to perform their own repairs by breaking down
complex mechanical systems into manageable tasks. It features exploded views
and parts diagrams for Craftsman model 917, making it easier to pinpoint
issues and replace faulty parts. The book also emphasizes safety and proper
tool use.

4. Understanding Lawn Mower Engines and Parts
Focusing on the mechanical heart of riding mowers, this book explains engine



components and their functions with detailed diagrams. It includes specific
insights into the Craftsman 917’s engine and related parts, aiding in
diagnostics and repairs. Ideal for both beginners and experienced mechanics.

5. Comprehensive Parts Catalog for Craftsman Mowers
This catalog compiles parts diagrams and specifications for various Craftsman
mower models, including the 917. It serves as a handy reference for ordering
replacement parts and understanding mower construction. The book is organized
for quick lookup and cross-referencing.

6. Riding Mower Repair and Maintenance Handbook
Designed for homeowners and small-scale landscapers, this handbook covers
essential repair techniques. It features detailed parts diagrams of the
Craftsman 917 to assist in identifying components during troubleshooting.
Practical tips on tool selection and part compatibility are also included.

7. Mastering Small Engine Repair: Craftsman Edition
This technical guide delves into the repair and maintenance of small engines,
with particular attention to those used in Craftsman riding mowers like model
917. It includes exploded diagrams and parts breakdowns that clarify complex
assemblies. The book is ideal for those wanting to master engine diagnostics.

8. Craftsman Riding Mower Troubleshooting Guide
This guide focuses on diagnosing common issues encountered with Craftsman
riding mowers, including model 917. It uses parts diagrams to help users
trace problems to specific components. The book also provides solutions and
preventive maintenance tips to avoid future breakdowns.

9. Parts and Service Manual for Sears Craftsman Mowers
Offering detailed service instructions and parts diagrams, this manual is
tailored for Sears Craftsman mowers like the 917 series. It assists users in
performing both minor adjustments and major repairs. The clear layout and
illustrations make it an indispensable tool for mower owners and technicians
alike.
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