
cpt code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy
cpt code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy is a critical aspect for medical billing and coding
professionals involved with hyperbaric treatments. Hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT) involves
delivering 100% oxygen at pressures higher than atmospheric pressure to promote healing in various
medical conditions. Accurate coding with the appropriate CPT code ensures proper reimbursement
and compliance with insurance requirements. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
CPT codes used for hyperbaric oxygen therapy, including detailed descriptions, billing guidelines, and
common usage scenarios. Additionally, it covers related procedural codes, modifiers, and
documentation tips to optimize claims processing. Understanding these codes is essential for
healthcare providers, coders, and billing specialists working in wound care centers, hospitals, and
outpatient clinics. The following sections will explore the primary CPT codes for HBOT, coding
nuances, and best practices for accurate documentation and billing.
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Overview of Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy is a medical treatment that involves breathing pure oxygen in a
pressurized environment, usually within a hyperbaric chamber. This therapy enhances the body’s
natural healing processes by increasing oxygen concentration in the blood and tissues. HBOT is used
to treat a variety of conditions such as decompression sickness, carbon monoxide poisoning, chronic
wounds, and certain infections. The therapy sessions vary in length and pressure levels depending on
the patient’s diagnosis and treatment protocol.

From a coding perspective, hyperbaric oxygen therapy requires specific procedural codes to denote
the service rendered accurately. These codes facilitate proper billing and reimbursement by Medicare,
Medicaid, and private insurance carriers. Knowledge of the CPT codes relevant to HBOT helps ensure
compliance with payer policies and reduces the risk of claim denials.

What is Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy?
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy involves placing patients inside a chamber where atmospheric pressure is
increased to greater than sea level pressure, typically 2 to 3 atmospheres absolute (ATA). The patient
breathes 100% oxygen at these elevated pressures to increase oxygen delivery to tissues. This
process supports wound healing, fights certain infections, and aids in recovery from conditions caused
by oxygen deprivation or impaired circulation.



Medical Uses and Benefits
HBOT is FDA-approved for several indications, including but not limited to:

Decompression sickness (commonly seen in divers)

Carbon monoxide poisoning

Chronic non-healing wounds such as diabetic foot ulcers

Radiation tissue damage

Necrotizing soft tissue infections

The therapy is typically prescribed by physicians specializing in wound care, emergency medicine, or
hyperbaric medicine.

Primary CPT Codes for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
The cpt code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy is primarily CPT code 99183. This code represents
each 30-minute session of HBOT performed in a monoplace or multiplace chamber. Understanding the
appropriate use of this code is crucial for accurate billing.

CPT Code 99183 Description
CPT code 99183 is defined as "Physician supervision, direct patient contact; hyperbaric oxygen
therapy, per 30 minute session, including monitoring and supervision." This code captures the
professional services provided during HBOT, including patient evaluation, monitoring, and
management of the therapy session.

Additional Related Codes
In some scenarios, additional codes may be relevant for hyperbaric oxygen therapy, such as:

G0277 – Sometimes used by Medicare to report HBOT per 30-minute session.

95851 – Used for polysomnography during HBOT, if applicable.

99190 – For collection and interpretation of physiologic data during HBOT.

However, 99183 remains the standard CPT code for the majority of HBOT sessions in outpatient and
inpatient settings.



Billing and Documentation Guidelines
Correct billing for hyperbaric oxygen therapy requires detailed and accurate documentation to
support the use of the CPT code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Payers often scrutinize claims for
HBOT due to the specialized nature of the treatment and potential for misuse.

Documentation Requirements
Proper documentation should include:

Physician’s order specifying the indication and duration of HBOT

Details of each treatment session including start and end times

Patient’s vital signs and clinical status before, during, and after treatment

Monitoring notes, including any complications or adverse reactions

Progress notes demonstrating therapeutic response or rationale for continued treatment

This level of detail ensures that the use of CPT code 99183 is justified and supports reimbursement.

Frequency and Unit Reporting
Since CPT code 99183 is reported per 30 minutes of therapy, coders must carefully calculate the total
treatment time. Partial sessions less than 30 minutes typically are not billed separately unless
combined with other sessions. Accurate time tracking helps avoid overbilling or underbilling issues.

Common Indications and Usage of HBOT Codes
Understanding the clinical indications for hyperbaric oxygen therapy helps clarify when the CPT code
for hyperbaric oxygen therapy should be appropriately applied. Insurance payers often require
documentation of FDA-approved indications or medically necessary off-label uses.

FDA-Approved Indications
Common FDA-approved conditions warranting HBOT and appropriate use of CPT code 99183 include:

Air or gas embolism1.

Carbon monoxide poisoning and smoke inhalation2.

Decompression sickness3.



Gas gangrene and necrotizing soft tissue infections4.

Chronic refractory osteomyelitis5.

Radiation tissue damage6.

Compromised skin grafts or flaps7.

Off-Label Uses and Coverage Considerations
Some providers utilize HBOT for off-label indications such as traumatic brain injury or cerebral palsy.
However, payers may deny claims without sufficient clinical evidence or documentation justifying
medical necessity. Coders must verify payer policies and document thoroughly when billing the CPT
code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy in such cases.

Modifiers and Coding Tips for HBOT
Using modifiers correctly in conjunction with the CPT code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy can help
clarify billing circumstances and support proper reimbursement.

Commonly Used Modifiers
Some modifiers relevant to HBOT coding include:

Modifier 59 – Distinct procedural service, used if multiple different services are provided on
the same day

Modifier 76 – Repeat procedure or service by the same physician

Modifier 77 – Repeat procedure or service by another physician

Applying these modifiers accurately can prevent claim denials related to duplicate billing or service
bundling.

Best Coding Practices
To optimize coding for hyperbaric oxygen therapy, consider the following tips:

Verify payer-specific requirements for CPT code 99183 versus HCPCS codes like G0277.1.

Ensure time documentation supports units billed.2.

Document medical necessity clearly, referencing FDA-approved or medically accepted3.



indications.

Use appropriate modifiers to indicate repeat or distinct services.4.

Stay updated on coding changes and payer policies related to HBOT.5.

Adherence to these practices helps maintain compliance and maximizes reimbursement for
hyperbaric oxygen therapy services.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
The primary CPT code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy is 99183, which covers physician attendance
and supervision during hyperbaric oxygen therapy.

Are there specific CPT codes for the actual administration of
hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
Yes, CPT codes 99183 and 99184 are commonly used. Code 99183 is for physician attendance and
supervision, while codes like 99185 and 99186 cover oxygen administration and related services.

Is there a CPT code for the facility fee of hyperbaric oxygen
therapy?
Facility fees for hyperbaric oxygen therapy are generally billed using revenue codes or facility-specific
billing codes rather than CPT codes.

Can multiple sessions of hyperbaric oxygen therapy be billed
using the same CPT code?
Yes, each session of hyperbaric oxygen therapy can be billed separately using the appropriate CPT
code, such as 99183, for each session provided.

Are there any ICD-10 diagnosis codes that should accompany
CPT codes for hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
Yes, the CPT codes for hyperbaric oxygen therapy should be accompanied by appropriate ICD-10
diagnosis codes indicating the medical necessity, such as T79.81XA for air embolism or L89.XXX for
pressure ulcers.

Is pre-authorization required when billing CPT codes for



hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
Many insurance providers require pre-authorization for hyperbaric oxygen therapy to ensure medical
necessity before reimbursing CPT codes like 99183.

How do CPT codes for hyperbaric oxygen therapy differ from
those for other oxygen therapies?
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy CPT codes (e.g., 99183) specifically describe treatment under increased
atmospheric pressure, whereas other oxygen therapies use different codes related to standard
oxygen administration.

Are there any recent updates to CPT codes related to
hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
As of 2024, CPT code 99183 remains the standard for physician attendance during hyperbaric oxygen
therapy, with no major recent changes; however, providers should check the latest CPT code manual
annually.

Can hyperbaric oxygen therapy be billed under Medicare
using CPT codes?
Yes, Medicare recognizes CPT code 99183 for hyperbaric oxygen therapy, but coverage depends on
meeting specific indications and documentation requirements.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering CPT Coding for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
This comprehensive guide dives deep into CPT coding specifically for hyperbaric oxygen therapy
(HBOT). It covers the latest coding updates, billing guidelines, and documentation requirements to
ensure accurate and compliant claims submission. Ideal for medical coders, billers, and healthcare
providers, it offers practical examples and case studies.

2. Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy: A Coding and Billing Reference
Focused on the nuances of billing and coding HBOT, this book provides detailed explanations of CPT
codes used in hyperbaric treatments. It explains insurance policies, reimbursement challenges, and
how to avoid common coding errors. The book is a valuable resource for healthcare administrators
and coding professionals.

3. Clinical Coding for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy: Best Practices
This title emphasizes the clinical aspects of HBOT coding, linking patient diagnoses with appropriate
CPT codes. It includes up-to-date ICD and CPT code crosswalks and examples of coding for different
hyperbaric indications. Readers will gain insight into improving accuracy and optimizing
reimbursement.

4. Essentials of Medical Coding: Focus on Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
A beginner-friendly manual that introduces the fundamentals of medical coding with a special focus



on hyperbaric oxygen therapy. It covers CPT, HCPCS, and ICD-10 coding systems, along with tips for
documentation and compliance. This book is excellent for students and new coders entering the field.

5. Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Coding Handbook
This handbook serves as a quick-reference guide for medical coders working with HBOT. It outlines
the most commonly used CPT codes, modifiers, and billing instructions. The book also addresses
payer-specific policies and appeals processes to help maximize claims success.

6. Advanced Coding Strategies for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Providers
Designed for experienced coders and healthcare professionals, this book explores complex coding
scenarios in hyperbaric oxygen therapy. It discusses multi-disciplinary documentation, auditing
techniques, and compliance audits. Readers will learn how to handle denials and ensure regulatory
adherence.

7. Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy: Billing, Coding, and Compliance
This book integrates coding with compliance issues, highlighting regulatory requirements and ethical
billing practices for HBOT. It offers guidance on navigating Medicare and Medicaid policies and
provides tools for internal audits. The text supports healthcare providers in maintaining billing
integrity.

8. CPT Coding Updates for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
An annually updated resource, this book summarizes the latest CPT code changes and guidelines
affecting hyperbaric oxygen therapy. It includes practical examples to demonstrate the impact of
coding revisions on billing and reimbursement. Essential for keeping coding professionals current with
industry standards.

9. Hyperbaric Medicine Documentation and Coding Guide
Focusing on the critical role of documentation in coding accuracy, this guide helps clinicians and
coders understand the documentation needed for HBOT CPT codes. It presents sample documentation
templates and tips for capturing the medical necessity of hyperbaric treatments. The book aims to
improve coding precision and reduce claim denials.
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best practices from around the world. Integration of multidisciplinary approaches to complex
disorders are also covered. Updated and significantly expanded from previous editions, Textbook of
Hyperbaric Medicine, 6th Edition will continue to be the definitive guide to this burgeoning field for
students, trainees, physicians and specialists.
  cpt code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy: Conquer Medical Coding 2018 Jean Juek, Stacey
Mosay, DaphneNeris, 2017-12-25 Take a real-world approach to coding that prepares you for the
AAPC or AHIMA certification exams and for professional practice in any health care setting. The
book is also a handy resource you can turn to throughout your career. Unique decision trees show
you how to logically assign a code. It's the only text that breaks down the decision-making process
into a visual and repeatable process! You’ll learn exactly how to select the correct ICD-10, CPT, and
HCPCS codes. Each section parallels the Official Coding Guidelines, with a special emphasis on
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for Medicare Part B.
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official coding reference contains all CPT codes, modifiers and guidelines for 2003. Our book is the
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new illustrations to help visually confirm procedures being coded.-- Flagged Quantity Codes. Codes
that require quantities are flagged to remind you to fill in the quantity when completing
reimbursement forms.-- Payers Appendix. Find out which payers accept HCPCS Level II codes so you
can file claims with confidence.-- Color-Coded Icons. Curbs claim denials with icons that flag codes
with special Medicare instructions and coverage issues.-- Icon Legend. Included on the bottom of
every page so you don't have to flip through the entire book to learn what symbols mean.-- Expanded
Index. Links brand name DME like wheelchairs, diabetes supplies, and ostomy equipment to their
correct codes to help you code accurately.
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Bryant, Denise Nix, 2023-05-18 Acute & Chronic Wounds, 6th Edition provides the latest diagnostic



and treatment guidelines to help novice to expert clinicians provide evidence-based, high-quality
care for patients with wounds. This textbook presents an interprofessional approach to maintaining
skin integrity and managing the numerous types of skin damage, including topics that range from
the physiology of wound healing, general principles of wound management, special patient
populations, management of percutaneous tubes, and specific care instructions to program
development. Written by respected wound experts Ruth Bryant and Denise Nix, this bestselling
reference also provides excellent preparation for all wound certification exams. - Comprehensive
approach addresses the prevention and management of acute and chronic wounds, making it the
preeminent resource for skin health and wound management across all disciplines involved in wound
care, from novice to expert. - Learning Objectives at the beginning of each chapter emphasize the
most important content. - Clinical Consult feature in each chapter provides a synthesis of the
chapter content, illustrating how to assess, manage, and document a realistic clinical encounter
using the ADPIE or SBAR framework. - Checklists provide a concise list of actions necessary to
achieve the best patient care outcomes or satisfy a particular objective. - Practical tools and
algorithms help in performing risk assessment, differential diagnosis, classification, treatment, and
documentation. - Coverage of practice development issues addresses outcomes and productivity in
agencies and institutions, home care, acute care, long-term care, and long-term acute care settings. -
Self-assessment questions help you test your knowledge and prepare for certification exams. -
Helpful appendices provide answers to self-assessment questions, as well as various tools, policies
and procedures, competencies, patient and family education guidance, and more. - NEW! Chapters
on Postacute Care Settings; Telehealth and Wound Management; Quality Tracking Across the
Continuum; and Medications and Phytotherapy: Impact on Wounds provide evidence-based coverage
of these important topics. - UPDATED! Consolidated pressure injuries content puts everything you
need to know into one chapter. - Expanded full-color insert includes 50 new images — for a total of
95 color plates with more than 160 images — that visually reinforce key concepts. - New information
presents the latest developments in biofilm assessment and management, topical oxygen therapy,
skin manifestations related to COVID-19, and strategies to enhance engagement, as well as updated
product photos and more authors who are clinical experts and providers.
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explanatory notes. - A simulated medical practice (identified as Godfrey Regional) lets you study in a
real-world scenario. - Key Terms lists highlight the most important vocabulary and content. - More
exercises!
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  cpt code for hyperbaric oxygen therapy: Textbook of Chronic Wound Care Dr. Jayesh B.
Shah, Dr. Paul J. Sheffield, Dr. Caroline E. Fife, 2018-03-31 This textbook is a companion reference
book for the Wound Care Certification Study Guide, 2nd Edition. This book belongs in the library of
every practitioner who treats chronic wound care patients. It proves to be a valuable text for medical
students and all health-care professionals - doctors, podiatrists, physician assistants, nurse
practitioners, nurses, physical and oocupational therapists - in various settings. It provides thorough
understanding of the evidence-based multipdisciplinary approach for caring for patients with
different kinds of wounds. This textbook provides the best diagnostic and management information
for chronic wound care in conjunction with evidence-based clinical pathways illustrated by case
studies and more than 350 pictures in addition to up-to-date information for the challenging chronic
wound care problems in an easy-to-understand format. Features: - Chapters are written by more
than 50 well-respected leaders in the specialty of wound care. - Balanced evidence-based
multidisciplinary approach to chronic wound care - Exclusive key concepts in every chapter for a
quick review - Excellent resource for preparation of wound care certification exams with 250



questions and answers - Chapters specifically focused on wound care in different care settings -
Chapter on telehealth and wound care addressing the future of chronic wound care - Deep
understanding of value-based care in wound care in the United States - Chapter on healthcare
payment reform and the wound care practitioner - Separate sections on approach to wound care in
various countries globally
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Billing and Coding Guidelines for Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) General CPT Code 99183



describes the physician work (presence and supervision) involved in this service. Documentation
should support this. Use CPT-4 code 99183 to describe both the
Medical Billing Tips for Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) Therapy   CPT Code 99183 Physician
attendance and supervision of hyperbaric oxygen therapy, per session, is reported for physician
attendance of each session of hyperbaric
Basics of Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT) Billing For proper coding, there are two key
components. First, physician supervision is billed with either CPT code 99183 (for non-outpatient
providers) or HPPS code C1300 (for outpatient providers).
Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) Therapy - JE Part A - Noridian   Hyperbaric Oxygen (HBO) therapy
is a modality covered under Medicare in which the entire body is exposed to oxygen under increased
atmospheric pressure. Program
CPT® Code 99183 - Other Medicine Services and Procedures The Current Procedural
Terminology (CPT ®) code 99183 as maintained by American Medical Association, is a medical
procedural code under the range - Other Medicine Services and
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBO) - Medi-Cal Inpatient facilities must bill for use of the HBO
chamber with ancillary code 413 (respiratory services, hyperbaric oxygen therapy)
Billing 101 for Hyperbaric Providers - WoundReference   CPT code 99183 and HCPCS code
G0277 are commonly utilized in hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT). CPT code 99183 refers to
providers' HBOT services and HCPCS
Medicare billing for hyperbaric oxygen therapy Physicians are meant to bill CPT code 99183 for
their professional service. This code is billed one per treatment. Under the Medicare program, the
United States is divided into several
How To Use CPT Code 99183 - Coding Ahead LLC CPT code 99183 represents the professional
service of a physician or qualified healthcare provider who attends and supervises a session of
hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO). This
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Billing | Know More | Practolytics Venturing into the realm of
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT), we delve into a medical milieu where individuals respire pure
oxygen within a pressurized chamber. This therapeutic modality,
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