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craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual is an essential resource for owners and users of this
reliable and popular lawn mower model. This manual provides detailed instructions on the
operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety precautions necessary to keep the mower
functioning efficiently and safely. Understanding the contents of the craftsman lawn mower 917.376
manual helps users maximize the mower’s lifespan and performance. This article explores the key
features of the manual, including assembly guidelines, routine maintenance tips, troubleshooting
common issues, and safety measures. Additionally, it outlines where to find the manual and how to
interpret its technical information effectively. The comprehensive nature of this guide ensures that
users are well-equipped to handle all aspects of their Craftsman 917.376 mower.
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Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.376
The Craftsman lawn mower 917.376 is a widely recognized model known for its durability, ease of
use, and efficient cutting performance. Designed for residential lawn care, this mower features a
robust engine, adjustable cutting heights, and a user-friendly layout. It is often appreciated for its
balance of power and maneuverability, making it suitable for a variety of lawn sizes and conditions.
Understanding the basic specifications and features of the mower is the first step toward effective
operation and maintenance.

Key Features of the Craftsman 917.376
This mower comes equipped with a powerful engine, typically a Briggs & Stratton or similar brand,
which ensures reliable starting and smooth operation. It offers multiple cutting height settings to
accommodate different grass lengths and terrain types. Other notable features include a spacious
grass collection bag, a durable steel deck, and ergonomic handles designed for comfortable use
during extended mowing sessions.



Typical Applications
Primarily designed for small to medium-sized residential lawns, the Craftsman 917.376 is ideal for
homeowners seeking a dependable mower that can handle weekly mowing tasks efficiently. Its
design supports various grass types and lawn conditions, including uneven terrain and moderate
slopes.

Understanding the Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.376
Manual
The craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual serves as the authoritative guide for operating and
maintaining the mower. It contains comprehensive instructions, diagrams, and specifications that
users need to ensure safe and effective use. Familiarity with the manual’s structure and content
enables owners to troubleshoot issues promptly and perform routine servicing without professional
assistance.

Contents of the Manual
The manual typically includes sections on safety information, assembly instructions, operation
guidelines, maintenance schedules, troubleshooting tips, and parts identification. It is designed to
provide step-by-step guidance supported by clear illustrations, ensuring clarity for users regardless
of their mechanical experience.

Importance of Following the Manual
Adhering to the instructions in the manual helps prevent accidents, extends the mower’s operational
life, and maintains optimal cutting performance. It also ensures compliance with warranty
requirements and manufacturer recommendations.

Assembly and Setup Instructions
Proper assembly is crucial to the safe and effective use of the Craftsman lawn mower 917.376. The
manual provides detailed guidance on how to assemble various components, including the handle,
grass catcher, and cutting deck. Following these instructions carefully ensures the mower operates
as intended from the start.

Step-by-Step Assembly Process
The assembly process generally involves attaching the handle to the mower deck, installing the
grass collection bag, and adjusting the control levers. The manual outlines each step to be
performed in sequence, accompanied by detailed diagrams for visual assistance.



Initial Setup and Adjustments
Once assembled, the mower requires initial setup tasks such as checking oil levels, filling the fuel
tank, and setting the cutting height. These steps are essential for preparing the mower for its first
use and ensuring it runs smoothly.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Routine maintenance is vital for keeping the Craftsman lawn mower 917.376 in good working
condition. The manual provides a maintenance schedule and specific instructions for cleaning,
lubrication, and part replacement. Regular care minimizes wear and tear, improves safety, and
enhances mowing efficiency.

Regular Maintenance Tasks

Checking and changing engine oil

Cleaning or replacing the air filter

Sharpening or replacing mower blades

Inspecting and tightening bolts and fasteners

Cleaning the mower deck and removing grass clippings

Checking spark plug condition and replacing if necessary

Seasonal Maintenance Considerations
At the end of the mowing season, additional maintenance activities such as draining the fuel,
cleaning the mower thoroughly, and storing it in a dry place are recommended. These steps prevent
damage during periods of inactivity and prepare the mower for the next season.

Troubleshooting Common Problems
The craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual also includes troubleshooting guidance to help users
identify and resolve common issues that may arise during operation. Understanding these
troubleshooting tips can save time and avoid unnecessary repair costs.



Common Issues and Solutions

Engine won’t start: Check fuel level, spark plug condition, and air filter cleanliness.

Uneven cutting: Inspect and sharpen blades; adjust cutting height settings.

Mower stalls during use: Clean carburetor, check fuel flow, and verify blade engagement.

Excessive vibration: Tighten loose parts and balance the mower blades.

Grass clippings clogging the deck: Clean the underside of the deck regularly.

When to Seek Professional Assistance
If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the problem or if the mower exhibits unusual noises or
performance issues, consulting a certified technician is advised to prevent further damage.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Safety is a primary concern when operating any lawn mower. The craftsman lawn mower 917.376
manual outlines essential safety precautions and best practices that users must follow to avoid injury
and ensure safe mower operation.

Key Safety Guidelines

Always wear appropriate protective gear, including eye and ear protection.

Clear the lawn area of debris before mowing.

Never operate the mower without proper guards and covers in place.

Do not mow on wet grass or steep slopes to avoid slipping.

Keep children and pets away from the mowing area.

Turn off the engine and disconnect the spark plug before performing maintenance.

Safe Operating Practices
Users should operate the mower at a controlled speed and avoid sudden turns or maneuvers.
Familiarity with the mower’s controls and emergency shut-off procedures is also critical for safe use.



How to Access and Use the Manual Effectively
Accessing the craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual is straightforward, typically available through
the manufacturer’s website in PDF format or included as a printed booklet with the mower
purchase. Utilizing the manual effectively involves understanding its organization and referencing
the appropriate sections when needed.

Tips for Effective Manual Use

Keep the manual in a convenient location near the mower storage area.

Refer to the manual before performing any maintenance or repairs.

Use the troubleshooting section to diagnose issues before seeking external help.

Follow all safety instructions outlined in the manual without exception.

Consult the parts diagrams when ordering replacement components to ensure compatibility.

Digital and Physical Copies
Having both digital and physical copies of the manual can be beneficial. The digital version allows
quick searches for specific information, while the physical copy is useful in outdoor settings without
electronic device access.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual
online?
You can find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website or
other online manual repositories by searching for the model number 917.376.

What are the common maintenance tips found in the
Craftsman lawn mower 917.376 manual?
The manual typically recommends regular oil changes, air filter cleaning or replacement, blade
sharpening, checking tire pressure, and inspecting the spark plug to keep the mower running
efficiently.



How do I troubleshoot the engine not starting on my
Craftsman lawn mower 917.376?
According to the manual, check the fuel level and quality, ensure the spark plug is clean and
connected, verify the safety switches are engaged, and inspect the air filter for clogs.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman lawn
mower 917.376?
The manual recommends using SAE 30 oil for warmer temperatures and 10W-30 oil for colder
conditions to ensure optimal engine performance.

How do I replace the blade on the Craftsman lawn mower
model 917.376?
To replace the blade, disconnect the spark plug for safety, tilt the mower on its side with the air
filter up, use a wrench to remove the blade bolt, replace the blade, and securely tighten the bolt as
described in the manual.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.376 Manual: Step-by-Step Repair Guide
This comprehensive manual provides detailed instructions on repairing and maintaining the
Craftsman 917.376 lawn mower. It includes troubleshooting tips, parts diagrams, and step-by-step
procedures to help both beginners and experienced users keep their mower in top condition. The
guide also covers cleaning, blade sharpening, and engine tune-ups.

2. Mastering Your Craftsman 917.376: Maintenance and Care
Learn the essential maintenance routines to extend the life of your Craftsman 917.376 lawn mower.
This book emphasizes preventive care, including oil changes, air filter replacements, and seasonal
storage tips. With clear illustrations and easy-to-follow advice, it ensures your mower runs smoothly
year after year.

3. The Craftsman 917.376 Engine Repair Handbook
Focused specifically on the engine, this handbook breaks down the mechanics of the Craftsman
917.376’s power unit. It guides readers through diagnosing engine problems, performing repairs,
and replacing worn parts. Ideal for those who want to deepen their mechanical knowledge and save
on repair costs.

4. DIY Craftsman Lawn Mower Fixes: 917.376 Edition
This practical book offers do-it-yourself solutions for common issues encountered with the Craftsman
917.376 lawn mower. From fixing starting problems to adjusting the cutting height, it empowers
owners to tackle repairs without professional help. The straightforward language and photos make it
accessible for all skill levels.

5. Understanding Craftsman Mower Models: Focus on 917.376
Explore the features and specifications that distinguish the Craftsman 917.376 from other mower
models. This book provides a historical overview, technical comparisons, and insights into design



improvements. It's perfect for enthusiasts and potential buyers wanting to make informed decisions.

6. Seasonal Lawn Care with Craftsman 917.376
This guide covers how to use the Craftsman 917.376 lawn mower effectively across different seasons
to maintain a healthy lawn. It includes tips on mowing frequency, blade adjustments, and handling
winter storage. Readers will also find advice on complementary lawn care practices to enhance
overall yard health.

7. Craftsman 917.376 Parts and Accessories Catalog
A detailed catalog featuring all available parts and accessories for the Craftsman 917.376 lawn
mower. This resource helps users identify correct components for repairs or upgrades, complete
with part numbers and compatibility information. It’s an invaluable reference for ordering and
installing parts correctly.

8. Engine Tuning and Performance for Craftsman 917.376 Mowers
Delve into techniques for optimizing the engine performance of the Craftsman 917.376. The book
covers carburetor adjustments, spark plug replacement, and fuel system maintenance. By following
the expert advice, users can improve fuel efficiency and mower power.

9. Troubleshooting Common Problems with Craftsman 917.376 Lawn Mowers
This troubleshooting guide addresses frequent issues faced by owners of the Craftsman 917.376
lawn mower. It offers diagnostic checklists and solutions for problems like uneven cutting, engine
stalling, and starting failures. The clear format helps readers quickly identify and fix problems to get
back to mowing.
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