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craftsman 917.376 manual is an essential resource for owners of the Craftsman
917.376 lawn tractor, providing detailed instructions on operation,
maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety. This manual serves as a
comprehensive guide to ensure optimal performance and longevity of the
equipment. Whether you are a first-time user or an experienced operator,
understanding the contents of the Craftsman 917.376 manual helps in efficient
handling and proper upkeep of the tractor. This article explores the key
aspects covered in the manual, including assembly, operation guidelines,
maintenance schedules, and troubleshooting tips. It also highlights the
importance of adhering to safety instructions and provides advice on common
repairs. Additionally, the article offers practical insights for accessing
and using the manual effectively for both residential and professional
purposes.
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Overview of the Craftsman 917.376 Lawn Tractor
The Craftsman 917.376 is a versatile and reliable lawn tractor designed for
efficient yard maintenance. The manual begins with an overview of the
tractor’s specifications, features, and components. It outlines the engine
type, cutting deck size, transmission details, and additional attachments
compatible with the model. Understanding these specifications is crucial for
maximizing the machine’s capabilities and ensuring compatibility with various
accessories. The manual also provides an inventory of included parts and
recommended tools for assembly and routine servicing.

Key Features and Specifications
The Craftsman 917.376 is typically equipped with a powerful Briggs & Stratton
engine, providing ample horsepower for medium to large lawn tasks. It
features a 42-inch cutting deck that allows for a wide cutting path, reducing



mowing time. The hydrostatic transmission offers smooth speed control without
the need for manual gear changes. Additional features include adjustable
cutting height settings, comfortable operator seating, and ergonomic controls
designed for ease of use. The manual details each feature, emphasizing their
functions and maintenance needs.

Included Components and Accessories
The manual lists all components shipped with the tractor, including the mower
deck, battery, and safety hardware. It also identifies optional accessories
like baggers, mulching kits, and snow blade attachments. Proper installation
and use of these accessories are explained in the manual to ensure safe
operation and equipment longevity.

Operating Instructions
Operating the Craftsman 917.376 lawn tractor safely and efficiently requires
a thorough understanding of the instructions provided in the manual. This
section covers step-by-step procedures for starting, driving, and stopping
the tractor. It also explains the controls and dashboard indicators, enabling
users to operate the machine with confidence.

Starting and Stopping Procedures
The manual emphasizes the importance of performing pre-start checks, such as
inspecting the fuel level, oil condition, and tire pressure. It provides a
detailed sequence for starting the engine, including engaging the parking
brake and setting the throttle. Instructions for shutting down the engine
properly help prevent mechanical issues and ensure operator safety.

Using Controls and Adjustments
Users will find comprehensive information on handling the steering wheel,
brake pedals, and throttle lever. The manual explains how to adjust the
cutting height using the height-of-cut lever, and how to engage or disengage
the mower blades. Additionally, it describes the functionality of safety
switches, ensuring the tractor operates only under safe conditions.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Regular maintenance is critical for the efficient function and durability of
the Craftsman 917.376. The manual includes detailed maintenance schedules and
procedures for routine checks and servicing. Following these guidelines
minimizes wear and tear, improves performance, and reduces the likelihood of



costly repairs.

Routine Maintenance Tasks
Tasks such as changing engine oil, replacing air filters, checking spark
plugs, and cleaning the mower deck are thoroughly explained. The manual
specifies recommended service intervals and the types of lubricants and
replacement parts suitable for the tractor. It also provides instructions for
battery maintenance and tire pressure adjustment.

Seasonal and Long-Term Storage
Proper storage of the lawn tractor during off-season periods is crucial to
prevent damage. The manual outlines steps for winterizing the tractor,
including fuel stabilization, battery disconnection, and protective covering.
These instructions help maintain the tractor in good condition and ready for
use when the mowing season resumes.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The Craftsman 917.376 manual contains a comprehensive troubleshooting section
aimed at diagnosing and resolving frequent problems encountered by users.
This section is invaluable for minimizing downtime and avoiding unnecessary
service calls.

Engine Starting Problems
Common causes of engine starting issues such as a dead battery, clogged fuel
system, or faulty ignition are identified. The manual offers step-by-step
troubleshooting methods to isolate and correct these problems safely and
effectively.

Mower Deck and Cutting Issues
Problems like uneven cutting, blade vibration, or mower deck not engaging are
addressed. The manual provides diagnostic tips and corrective actions,
including blade sharpening, belt inspection, and deck leveling instructions.

Safety Precautions and Recommendations
Safety is a paramount concern in the operation of the Craftsman 917.376 lawn
tractor. The manual dedicates a section to essential safety practices that
protect both the operator and bystanders during use and maintenance.



General Safety Guidelines
Operators are advised to wear appropriate protective gear, avoid operating on
steep slopes, and keep children and pets away from the mowing area. The
manual warns against using the tractor on wet grass or unstable terrain and
instructs users to never bypass safety switches or guards.

Maintenance Safety
Specific safety protocols during maintenance tasks are outlined, such as
disconnecting the spark plug before servicing blades or electrical
components. The manual encourages users to use proper tools and follow
manufacturer guidelines strictly to prevent injuries.

Accessing and Utilizing the Craftsman 917.376
Manual
Having easy access to the Craftsman 917.376 manual is essential for effective
operation and maintenance of the lawn tractor. The manual is typically
provided in printed form with the purchase and may be available digitally for
convenience.

Locating the Manual
Owners can find the manual included in the original packaging or through
authorized Craftsman distributors. Digital versions are often available for
download from official sources or trusted third-party repositories, offering
searchable content and printable pages.

Using the Manual Effectively
To maximize the benefits of the Craftsman 917.376 manual, users should
familiarize themselves with the layout and use the index or table of contents
for quick reference. Keeping the manual accessible near the storage area
allows for immediate consultation during operation, maintenance, or
troubleshooting.

Pre-start checklists

Maintenance logs

Parts identification guides

Safety checklists



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the Craftsman 917.376 manual?
You can download the Craftsman 917.376 manual from the official Sears
PartsDirect website or other trusted manual repositories by searching for the
model number 917.376.

What information is included in the Craftsman
917.376 manual?
The manual typically includes safety instructions, assembly guidelines,
operating procedures, maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and parts
diagrams for the Craftsman 917.376 model.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the
Craftsman 917.376 using the manual?
The manual provides a troubleshooting section that helps identify common
problems such as starting issues, cutting problems, or engine performance,
along with suggested fixes and maintenance steps.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman 917.376
manual available?
Yes, digital versions of the Craftsman 917.376 manual are available online in
PDF format, which can be accessed through Sears PartsDirect or other manual
archive websites.

Can I find parts diagrams for the Craftsman 917.376
in the manual?
Yes, the Craftsman 917.376 manual includes detailed parts diagrams which help
in identifying and ordering replacement parts for repair and maintenance.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman 917.376 Manual: Complete User Guide
This comprehensive manual covers all aspects of the Craftsman 917.376 lawn
tractor. It includes detailed instructions on assembly, maintenance, and
troubleshooting common issues. Ideal for both beginners and experienced
users, this guide helps extend the life of your equipment.



2. Mastering Lawn Tractor Maintenance: Craftsman 917.376 Edition
Focused specifically on the Craftsman 917.376 model, this book offers step-
by-step maintenance routines to keep your lawn tractor running smoothly. It
explains routine tasks such as oil changes, blade sharpening, and battery
care in clear, easy-to-understand language.

3. DIY Repairs for Craftsman Riding Mowers
This practical guide provides detailed repair techniques for various
Craftsman riding mower models, including the 917.376. It emphasizes common
mechanical and electrical fixes, helping owners save money on professional
repairs. The book includes useful diagrams and troubleshooting checklists.

4. The Essential Craftsman: Riding Mower Care and Repair
Combining expert advice with user-friendly instructions, this book covers
essential care and repair topics for Craftsman riding mowers. It includes
sections on engine tune-ups, belt replacement, and winter storage tips to
ensure peak performance year-round.

5. Craftsman 917.376 Parts and Accessories Reference
This reference book catalogs all available parts and accessories compatible
with the Craftsman 917.376 model. It helps users identify the correct
components for replacements and upgrades, complete with part numbers and
installation tips.

6. Small Engine Repair for Garden Equipment
Although not limited to Craftsman products, this guide offers valuable
insights into repairing small engines found in lawn tractors like the
917.376. It covers carburetor adjustments, spark plug replacement, and fuel
system maintenance, making it a useful resource for general lawn tractor
upkeep.

7. Winterizing Your Craftsman Riding Mower
This book provides a detailed plan for preparing the Craftsman 917.376 and
similar models for winter storage. It explains how to protect the engine,
battery, and other components from cold weather damage to ensure a trouble-
free start in spring.

8. Upgrading Your Craftsman Lawn Tractor: Tips and Tricks
Learn how to enhance the performance and functionality of your Craftsman
917.376 with various upgrades. This book discusses installing better tires,
improved lighting, and custom attachments that can make your lawn care tasks
easier and more efficient.

9. Troubleshooting Common Issues in Craftsman Riding Mowers
This troubleshooting guide focuses on diagnosing and fixing typical problems
encountered with Craftsman riding mowers, including the 917.376. It offers
clear solutions for issues like engine stalling, uneven cutting, and
electrical failures, helping users get back to work quickly.
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