
cpt for flu test

cpt for flu test is a crucial topic for healthcare providers, medical coders, and billing professionals

aiming to accurately document and bill influenza testing procedures. Understanding the correct Current

Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes for flu tests ensures compliance with insurance requirements and

facilitates proper reimbursement. This article explores the various CPT codes associated with flu

testing, including rapid influenza diagnostic tests (RIDTs), molecular assays, and other laboratory

procedures. Additionally, it covers coding nuances, billing tips, and the importance of precise

documentation. By examining these key aspects, healthcare professionals can optimize their coding

practices for flu testing procedures.
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Understanding CPT Coding for Flu Tests

CPT coding for flu test procedures is essential for accurate medical billing and insurance claims

processing. The CPT system, maintained by the American Medical Association (AMA), provides

standardized codes for medical services and tests, including influenza diagnostics. Flu testing involves

different methodologies, each with specific CPT codes that reflect the test's complexity, technology



used, and clinical context. Proper coding helps streamline the billing process, reduce claim denials,

and ensures compliance with payer policies.

Role of CPT Codes in Flu Testing

CPT codes for flu tests are used to identify and report specific diagnostic procedures to payers. These

codes help insurance companies understand the nature of the test performed, whether a rapid antigen

detection test or a molecular assay, and determine appropriate reimbursement. Accurate use of CPT

codes also supports clinical documentation by linking the test performed to the patient's diagnosis and

treatment plan.

Regulatory and Compliance Considerations

Healthcare providers must adhere to regulatory guidelines when selecting CPT codes for flu tests.

Compliance with Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) policies, payer-specific billing rules,

and up-to-date CPT code versions is critical. Misuse or incorrect coding can lead to claim rejections,

audits, or penalties. Therefore, continuous education on CPT updates and payer requirements is

necessary for medical coders and billing personnel.

Types of Flu Tests and Corresponding CPT Codes

Various influenza testing techniques are available, each associated with distinct CPT codes. These

tests range from rapid antigen detection to molecular assays and immunofluorescence procedures.

Understanding the specific CPT codes related to each type of flu test enables precise billing and

reflects the diagnostic method employed.

Rapid Influenza Diagnostic Tests (RIDTs)

RIDTs are widely used for their quick turnaround time, typically providing results within 15 to 30



minutes. These tests detect influenza viral antigens and are coded under specific CPT codes that

denote rapid antigen testing.

87804 - Influenza virus antigen detection by immunoassay with direct optical observation; rapid

test.

Molecular Influenza Tests

Molecular assays detect viral RNA and offer higher sensitivity compared to RIDTs. These tests often

involve nucleic acid amplification techniques (NAATs) and have distinct CPT codes reflecting their

advanced methodology.

87501 - Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA); influenza virus, includes

reverse transcription when performed.

87631 - Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA); influenza virus, multiple

types or subtypes, amplified probe technique.

Immunofluorescence and Other Laboratory Tests

Additional flu testing methods include immunofluorescence assays and viral culture techniques, each

with corresponding CPT codes used less frequently but important for comprehensive coding.

87798 - Infectious agent antigen detection by immunofluorescent technique, includes direct

optical observation; multiple types/subtypes.



Billing and Documentation Guidelines

Accurate billing for flu tests requires detailed documentation and awareness of payer-specific

guidelines. Proper clinical documentation supports the CPT code selected and verifies medical

necessity, which is critical for reimbursement.

Documentation Requirements

Providers should document the type of test performed, specimen source, clinical indications, and test

results. This information substantiates the CPT code reported and helps justify the medical necessity

of the flu test.

Payer Policies and Reimbursement Rules

Different payers may have unique rules regarding coverage and reimbursement of flu tests. It is

essential to verify payer policies, including prior authorization requirements, allowable CPT codes, and

billing modifiers.

Use of Modifiers

Modifiers may be necessary to indicate specific circumstances, such as multiple tests performed or

testing done in conjunction with other services. Familiarity with modifier application ensures compliance

and prevents claim denials.

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions

Coding flu tests can present challenges related to selecting the correct CPT code, differentiating

between test types, and addressing payer-specific requirements. Awareness of common issues and

their solutions improves coding accuracy and claim success rates.



Distinguishing Between Test Types

Confusion often arises between rapid antigen tests and molecular assays due to overlapping clinical

indications. Reviewing the testing methodology and laboratory report details clarifies the appropriate

CPT code selection.

Handling Multiple Tests

When multiple influenza tests are performed during the same encounter, proper use of CPT codes and

modifiers is required to avoid duplicate billing and ensure accurate reimbursement.

Addressing Denials and Appeals

Denials may occur due to incorrect coding or insufficient documentation. Effective strategies include

reviewing the denial reason, correcting coding errors, resubmitting claims with supporting

documentation, and appealing when necessary.

Impact of Flu Test Coding on Reimbursement

The proper use of CPT codes for flu tests directly influences reimbursement rates and financial

outcomes for healthcare providers. Accurate coding contributes to timely payment and reduces

administrative burdens.

Reimbursement Variability by Test Type

Reimbursement levels vary depending on the CPT code used, reflecting the complexity and cost of the

test. Molecular assays typically receive higher reimbursement than rapid antigen tests due to their

increased sensitivity and laboratory requirements.



Effect of Accurate Coding on Practice Revenue

Consistent and accurate coding for flu testing optimizes revenue cycle management by minimizing

claim denials and delays. It also enhances provider reputation with payers and supports compliance

audits.

Strategies to Maximize Reimbursement

Implementing thorough staff training on CPT coding, maintaining up-to-date coding resources, and

conducting regular audits of flu test billing practices help maximize reimbursement and maintain

compliance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for a flu test?

The CPT code for an influenza test commonly used is 87804, which covers rapid influenza diagnostic

tests.

Are there different CPT codes for different types of flu tests?

Yes, different types of flu tests have different CPT codes. For example, rapid influenza antigen tests

use 87804, while molecular assays like PCR tests use codes such as 87631.

Can the flu test CPT code be billed separately from the office visit?

Yes, the flu test CPT code can generally be billed separately from the office visit, but it depends on

the payer's guidelines and whether the test was medically necessary.



What CPT code should be used for a rapid flu test performed at the

point of care?

For a rapid flu test performed at the point of care, the CPT code 87804 is typically used.

Is the CPT code 87804 specific to flu tests or does it cover other

viruses as well?

CPT code 87804 is specific to rapid immunoassays for influenza viruses A and B and does not cover

other viruses.

How do CPT codes for flu tests affect insurance reimbursement?

Accurate use of CPT codes for flu tests ensures proper billing and maximizes the likelihood of

reimbursement from insurance providers. Using incorrect codes may lead to claim denials or delays.

Additional Resources

1. CPT Coding Essentials for Influenza Testing

This book provides a comprehensive guide to the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes related

to flu testing. It covers various types of influenza diagnostic tests, including rapid antigen tests and

molecular assays, with detailed coding instructions. Healthcare providers and medical coders will find

this resource invaluable for accurate billing and compliance.

2. Understanding CPT Codes for Viral Respiratory Infections

Focusing on viral infections like the flu, this book explains the nuances of CPT coding for respiratory

pathogen tests. It discusses the differences between flu tests and other respiratory panels, helping

coders distinguish appropriate codes. The book also includes case studies and practical examples to

enhance learning.

3. Medical Billing and Coding for Influenza Diagnostics



Designed for medical billers and coders, this book outlines the procedures and best practices for

coding influenza diagnostic tests using CPT. It highlights common challenges and errors in flu test

coding and offers solutions to avoid claim denials. The guide also updates readers on recent changes

in CPT codes relevant to flu testing.

4. CPT Coding Handbook: Infectious Disease Testing

This handbook covers CPT codes for a broad range of infectious disease tests, with a significant

section dedicated to influenza testing. It explains how to code for different testing methods, including

rapid tests and PCR, and emphasizes documentation requirements. The book is a useful reference for

coding professionals in clinical laboratories.

5. Flu Testing and CPT Coding: A Practical Approach

Offering a practical approach to coding flu tests, this book simplifies complex CPT guidelines. It

provides step-by-step instructions and tips for selecting the correct codes based on test type and

specimen source. The book is ideal for new coders and healthcare staff involved in flu testing

workflows.

6. Accurate CPT Coding for Laboratory Influenza Tests

This text focuses on laboratory procedures and their corresponding CPT codes for influenza testing. It

discusses the technical and professional components of testing and how to code them separately

when applicable. Detailed coding tables and FAQs make it a handy tool for laboratory billing

departments.

7. Updates in CPT Coding for Influenza and Respiratory Virus Panels

Highlighting recent updates and revisions, this book keeps readers informed about changes in CPT

codes for flu and related respiratory virus testing. It provides guidance on integrating new codes into

existing billing systems and ensuring compliance with payer requirements. The book also reviews

payer policies affecting flu test reimbursement.

8. Clinical Documentation and CPT Coding for Influenza Tests

This book bridges the gap between clinical documentation and accurate CPT coding for influenza



diagnostics. It explains what clinical details are necessary to support the chosen CPT codes and how

to document tests effectively. Coders and clinicians alike will benefit from its focus on improving coding

accuracy through better documentation.

9. Comprehensive Guide to CPT and HCPCS Coding for Flu Testing

Combining CPT and HCPCS coding systems, this guide offers a thorough overview of coding options

for flu testing and related services. It addresses coding for test administration, specimen handling, and

lab analysis, ensuring a complete understanding of billing processes. The guide is useful for coders

working in diverse healthcare settings, from clinics to hospitals.

Cpt For Flu Test

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-601/Book?docid=pkc02-2695&title=polaris-physical-
therapy-maspeth.pdf

  cpt for flu test: Medical Documentation, Billing, and Coding for the Advanced Practice Nurse
Carol Berger, Theresa Galakatos, Nina A. Zimmermann, 2025-01-30 Written specifically for student
and new nurse practitioners, this guide presents the essentials of how to document, code, bill, and
get reimbursed for services provided in practice. Coding is a core skill that requires practice and a
nurse practitioner is responsible for the accuracy of codes submitted on a claim form. This book
covers the context and background for billing and coding, how to document correctly, the 2021/2023
evaluation and management coding changes, specialty services, the legal implications of coding, and
medical necessity. Using a read it, see it, do it approach as a learning strategy, the book includes
case studies from a range of inpatient and outpatient settings and practice exercises to try out your
skills. Resources linked to updates on billing and coding rules are provided as an appendix to ensure
the content can be applicable long term. This text is an invaluable resource for students and nurse
practitioners new to coding and billing.
  cpt for flu test: Laboratory Screening and Diagnostic Evaluation Kelly Small Casler, Kate
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to your instructor and to accrediting organizations as documentation that a competency has been
completed. Expanded coverage of the Electronic Medical Record includes Practice Partner EMR
activities for extra practice with this key competency. A companion Evolve website includes A&P
exercises with medical animations.
  cpt for flu test: Basic Insurance Coding Ann Beard Ehrlich, 1989
  cpt for flu test: Learning to Code with CPT/HCPCS 2011 Thomas Falen, Alice Noblin,
Brandy Ziesemer, 2010-12-06 3rd YEAR - 2011 ANNUAL UPDATE Updated for 2011, this book will
be the primary textbook for CPT/HCPCS coding courses for Health Information Management (HIM),
Medical Billing Insurance and Coding (MBIC), Health Information Technology (HIT) and Health
Administration Services (HSA) programs. Using a template similar to our Learning to Code with
ICD-9-CM textbook, this book teaches students how to code with CPT/HCPCS using real world
medical record examples.
  cpt for flu test: Workplace Health Promotion Programs Carl I. Fertman, 2015-09-11 Shine
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health promotion programs that address the range of employee health needs and concerns
Understand how evidence-based programs can positively impact business and reduce health care
cost Explore the larger scale implications of successful workplace health programs, including health
policies, health insurance design, worker safety, employee behavior, etc. Learn how together
employers and employees work to create a culture of health and well-being to support and promote
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2016-01-25 Conquer Medical Coding. Take a real-world approach to coding that prepares you for the
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book is also a handy resource you can turn to throughout your career. Unique decision trees show
you how to logically assign a code. It's the only text that breaks down the decision-making process
into a visual and repeatable process! You’ll learn exactly how to select the correct ICD-10, CPT, and
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practical, easy-to-use resource that shows you exactly how to code using all current coding sets. To
reinforce your understanding, practice exercises follow the explanations of each coding concept. In
addition to coverage of reimbursement, ICD-10-CM, CPT, HCPCS, and inpatient coding, an Evolve
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makes it easier to build your coding skills and remember the material. - Learning objective and
glossary review questions reinforce your understanding of key chapter concepts and terms - 30-day
trial to TruCode® Encoder Essentials gives you experience with using an encoder (plus access to
additional encoder practice exercises on the Evolve website). - UNIQUE! Real-life coding reports
simulate the reports you will encounter as a coder and help you apply coding principles to actual
cases. - Online activities on Evolve provide extra practice with assignments, including coding
reports. - More than 450 illustrations help you understand the types of medical conditions and
procedures being coded, and include examples taken directly from Elsevier's professional ICD-10



and HCPCS manuals. - UNIQUE! Four coding-question variations — covering both single-code
questions and multiple-code questions and scenarios — develop your coding ability and critical
thinking skills. - UNIQUE! Coders' Index in the back of the book makes it easy to quickly locate
specific codes. - Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting boxes show the official guidelines
wording for inpatient and outpatient coding alongside in-text explanations. - Exercises, Quick
Checks, and Toolbox features reinforce coding rules and concepts, and emphasize key information. -
Valuable tips and advice are offered in features such as From the Trenches, Coding Shots, Stop!,
Caution!, Check This Out, and CMS Rules. - Sample EHR screenshots (in Appendix D) show
examples similar to the electronic health records you will encounter in the workplace. - NEW!
Coding updates include the latest information available, promoting accurate coding and success on
the job. - Coverage reflects the latest CPT E/M guidelines changes for office and other outpatient
codes.
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  cpt for flu test: Federal Register , 2012-11
  cpt for flu test: Buck's Step-by-Step Medical Coding, 2020 Edition E-Book Elsevier, 2019-11-28
- NEW! Coding updates include the latest information available, promoting accurate coding and
success on the job.
  cpt for flu test: Guide to Psychological Assessment with Hispanics Lorraine T. Benuto,
2012-09-19 This book focuses on diversity, culture, and ethnicity as they relate to psychological
assessment of Hispanics. It is a how-to guide for clinicians, researchers, and instructors working
with Hispanic clients. Each chapter contains an overview of cultural considerations needed for
assessing the Hispanic client followed by a specific exploration of the assessment measures available
and the research that has been conducted on these measures with Hispanic participants. An
exploration of the strengths and limitations of each assessment measure is included. Considering
that ethnocultural minority individuals who are of Hispanic/Latino origin make up the largest
ethnocultural minority group in the United States, guidelines for working with this population are a
must. Given that a large subset of this percentage is composed of immigrants many of whom do not
speak English or who have learned English as a second language, special considerations for effective
psychological assessment are neccessary.This book fills a gap in the scientific literature by
consolidating the research on psychological assessment with Hispanic samples into one
comprehensive volume and providing simple recommendations for the psychological assessment of
Hispanic clients. An exploration of the general psychological assessment domains (e.g., personality,
intelligence) is included with references to research on the major assessment measures used in the
field. A more specific exploration of psychodiagnostic assessment measures follows, including the
assessment of mood disorders, anxiety disorders, sexual dysfunction, psychosis, etc. Several
chapters are dedicated to specialized assessment, including neuropsychological assessment, forensic
assessment, and school-based assessment, overall creating the most comprehensive, up-to-date,
research-based compendium of psychological assessment measures for use with Hispanic clients.
  cpt for flu test: 101+ Primary Care Case Studies Sampath Wijesinghe, 2024-12-10 Delivers
real-life primary care case studies from more than 50 physician assistants, nurse practitioners, and
physicians! With a focus on illustrating care that is both competent and compassionate, this
workbook-style resource features 101 engrossing narrative case studies that demonstrate how best
to diagnose, treat, and manage a patient based on the history of the illness, a review of systems,
relevant patient history, and physical exam findings. Readers will find probing questions within each
case to help them determine differential and most likely diagnoses, diagnostic tests to order, and
appropriate patient management strategies using relevant references. Each case study is organized
to simulate the patient care journey from chief complaint to outcome. The second edition not only
updates cases to reflect newest guidelines and protocols but also features 25 brand new cases and
expands the body systems addressed including Psych-Mental Health. Twenty-five cases are available
online to faculty for student assignment. Covering conditions across all organ systems and the
lifespan, the workbook offers an authentic perspective on what to expect in the patient care



environment. It even includes information on pathophysiology and how to use ICD-10 codes in
documentation. Unique to the book is its emphasis on both the science and art of medicine by
including personal insights into quality and compassionate care. Serving a virtual clinical preceptor,
the workbook can be used independently or in a classroom setting. It is accompanied by an online
student supplement on Springer's Connect website providing answers and rationale to all questions,
real outcomes of the cases, and personal insights from case contributors. New to the second Edition:
Twenty-five completely new cases targeting the areas of Psych-Mental Health, Cardiovascular,
Neurology, Rheumatology and Infectious Disease Twenty-five additional online cases are available
exclusively to faculty for student assignment Updates and revises all cases to reflect newest
guidelines and protocols Key Features: Uses a consistent case study design and critical thinking
exercises to help students work step-by-step through patient scenarios Teaches clinical and bedside
manner skills imperative for delivering quality care Covers patients across the lifespan Embedded in
a humanistic approach to patient-centered care Addresses patient education, medical and legal
concerns, and interprofessional collaboration Includes online supplement with answers to case study
questions and patient management insights from contributors Provides instructors with TOC
accessible by chief complaint, diagnosis, patient population, and organ system
  cpt for flu test: Handbook on the Neuropsychology of Epilepsy William B. Barr, Chris
Morrison, 2014-12-02 Once feared and misunderstood even among the medical community, epilepsy
has since largely been demystified. Besides the characteristic seizures, various cognitive, behavioral,
and emotional difficulties are recognized as associated with the condition, and patients are finding
relief in medical management and/or surgical intervention. Not surprisingly, neuropsychology has
emerged as a major component in treatment planning, program development, and assessment of
surgical candidates. Geared toward beginning as well as veteran clinicians, the Handbook on the
Neuropsychology of Epilepsy offers readers a skills-based framework for assessment and treatment,
using current evidence and standardized terminology. Expert coverage reviews widely-used methods
for evaluating key aspects of patient functioning (MRI, MEG, electrocortical mapping, the Wada
test), and presents guidelines for psychotherapeutic and cognitive remediation strategies in treating
comorbid psychiatric conditions. Given the diversity of the patient population, additional chapters
spotlight issues specific to subgroups including high- and low-functioning as well as geriatric and
pediatric patients. This integrative hands-on approach benefits a range of practitioners across
medical and neurological settings. Topics featured in the Handbook: Neuropsychological assessment
across the lifespan. Evaluating the epilepsy surgical candidate: methods and procedures. The Wada
test: current perspectives and applications. Assessing psychiatric and personality disorders in the
epilepsy patient. Evaluation and management of psychogenic non-epileptic attacks.
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neurologists but also primary care physicians such as internists, family physicians, and pediatricians.
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