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craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 is an essential resource for owners seeking
to maintain, operate, and troubleshoot their Craftsman lawn mower efficiently. This manual
provides detailed guidance tailored specifically to model 917, covering everything from
assembly and safety precautions to routine maintenance and advanced repair tips.
Understanding the contents and features of the Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917
can significantly extend the lifespan of the mower and enhance its performance. Whether
you are a new owner or an experienced user, familiarizing yourself with the manual ensures
proper handling and maximizes the mower’s capabilities. In this article, the focus is on
exploring the key components of the manual, including its structure, maintenance
instructions, troubleshooting advice, and safety guidelines. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview to help users get the most out of their Craftsman lawn
mower model 917.
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Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917
The Craftsman lawn mower model 917 is a popular choice among homeowners for its
reliability and powerful performance. Designed with a robust engine and durable cutting
blades, this model is suitable for various lawn sizes and terrain types. The mower typically
features a gas-powered engine, adjustable cutting heights, and ergonomic controls for ease
of use. The model 917 is known for its efficient fuel consumption and consistent cutting
quality, making it a staple in residential lawn care equipment. Understanding the specific
features of model 917 is crucial for effective use and maintenance, which the manual
thoroughly addresses.

Key Features of Model 917
The manual highlights several key features unique to the Craftsman lawn mower model
917, which include:



High-performance gas engine with easy start-up mechanism

Adjustable cutting height settings for customized lawn care

Durable steel deck construction for enhanced longevity

Comfortable handle design with vibration reduction

Mulching and bagging capabilities for versatile grass disposal

Each feature is detailed in the manual to help users understand their mower’s capabilities
and optimize usage.

Understanding the Manual’s Structure
The craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 is carefully organized to provide clear and
accessible information. It is divided into sections that cover different aspects of the
mower’s operation and upkeep. This structured approach allows users to quickly locate the
information they need, whether for routine maintenance or troubleshooting unexpected
problems.

Sections Included in the Manual
The manual typically includes the following major sections:

Introduction and Safety Information1.

Assembly Instructions2.

Operation Guidelines3.

Maintenance and Service Procedures4.

Troubleshooting and Repair Tips5.

Parts Diagrams and Specifications6.

Each section contains detailed step-by-step instructions and illustrations, ensuring that
users can follow along easily and perform necessary tasks efficiently.

Essential Maintenance Procedures
Regular maintenance is critical to ensuring the longevity and optimal performance of the
Craftsman lawn mower model 917. The manual provides comprehensive guidance on all
necessary maintenance tasks, including oil changes, air filter cleaning, blade sharpening,



and spark plug replacement. Adhering to the prescribed maintenance schedule prevents
common issues and keeps the mower running smoothly.

Routine Maintenance Checklist
The manual recommends performing the following maintenance tasks at regular intervals:

Check and change engine oil every 25 hours of operation or annually

Clean or replace the air filter to maintain engine efficiency

Sharpen or replace mower blades for clean, even cuts

Inspect and replace spark plugs as necessary for reliable starting

Clean the mower deck to prevent grass buildup and corrosion

Check tire pressure and adjust for proper traction

Lubricate moving parts to reduce wear and tear

Following these steps as outlined in the craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 will
significantly reduce repair frequency and improve overall mower performance.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 includes a detailed troubleshooting section
designed to help users diagnose and resolve common problems. This section provides
practical advice and solutions for issues such as engine starting difficulties, uneven cutting,
excessive vibration, and unusual noises. Troubleshooting guidance enables owners to
quickly identify problems and apply corrective actions, often avoiding the need for
professional repairs.

Common Problems and Solutions
Examples of frequent issues covered in the manual include:

Engine won’t start: Check fuel level, spark plug condition, and air filter cleanliness.

Uneven cutting: Inspect blade sharpness and mower deck level.

Excessive vibration: Tighten loose parts and examine blade balance.

Smoke from engine: Verify oil level and quality, avoid overfilling.



Each problem is explained with step-by-step instructions to guide users through the repair
or adjustment process safely and effectively.

Safety Guidelines and Precautions
Safety is a paramount concern when operating any lawn mower, and the craftsman lawn
mower manual model 917 dedicates a section to comprehensive safety instructions. These
guidelines help prevent accidents during operation, maintenance, and storage. Proper
adherence to safety recommendations protects the user and others nearby.

Important Safety Tips
The manual emphasizes the following precautions:

Always wear appropriate protective gear, including gloves and eye protection

Operate the mower only in daylight or good artificial light

Keep children and pets away from the mowing area

Never remove safety guards or modify safety devices

Turn off the engine and disconnect the spark plug before performing maintenance

Avoid mowing on steep slopes to prevent tipping

Following these safety practices as outlined in the craftsman lawn mower manual model
917 ensures a secure mowing experience.

Parts and Accessories Information
The manual also provides detailed parts diagrams and descriptions for the Craftsman lawn
mower model 917. This section helps users identify replacement parts and compatible
accessories, facilitating repairs and upgrades. Understanding the parts list ensures that
users obtain the correct components for maintenance and enhance the mower’s
functionality.

Common Replacement Parts
Some of the frequently replaced parts detailed in the manual include:

Engine oil and filters

Air filters and spark plugs



Mower blades and blade bolts

Drive belts and pulleys

Wheels and tires

Control cables and handles

Each part is accompanied by a reference number and specifications to assist in ordering the
correct replacements and ensuring compatibility with model 917.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower manual for
model 917?
You can find the Craftsman lawn mower manual for model 917 on the official Sears
PartsDirect website or by searching for 'Craftsman 917 lawn mower manual PDF' on trusted
manual archive websites.

What information is included in the Craftsman lawn
mower model 917 manual?
The manual typically includes safety instructions, assembly guides, operation procedures,
maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and parts diagrams specific to the Craftsman 917
lawn mower.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the
Craftsman lawn mower model 917?
Common troubleshooting steps include checking the spark plug, air filter, fuel levels, and
blade condition. The manual provides step-by-step instructions to diagnose and fix
problems like starting issues, uneven cutting, or engine stalling.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman
lawn mower model 917?
The recommended oil type for Craftsman lawn mower model 917 is SAE 30 oil for warmer
temperatures or 10W-30 multi-viscosity oil for varying temperatures. Always refer to the
manual for specific oil change intervals and amounts.

How often should I perform maintenance on my



Craftsman lawn mower model 917?
Regular maintenance should be performed every 25 hours of operation or at the start of
each mowing season. This includes changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter,
sharpening blades, and inspecting belts and cables as outlined in the manual.

Can I purchase replacement parts for the Craftsman
lawn mower model 917?
Yes, replacement parts such as blades, belts, filters, and spark plugs for the Craftsman 917
model can be purchased through the Sears PartsDirect website, authorized dealers, or
other online retailers specializing in lawn mower parts.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman lawn mower
model 917 manual available?
Yes, a digital PDF version of the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual is available for
download from the Sears PartsDirect website and other manual repository websites,
allowing for easy access on smartphones, tablets, or computers.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917: Complete User Manual and Maintenance Guide
This comprehensive manual covers all aspects of the Craftsman 917 lawn mower, from
initial assembly to routine maintenance. It includes detailed diagrams and step-by-step
instructions to help users troubleshoot common problems. Perfect for both beginners and
experienced gardeners, this guide ensures your mower runs smoothly all season long.

2. Mastering Small Engine Repair: Craftsman 917 Edition
Focused specifically on the Craftsman 917 lawn mower, this book teaches you how to
diagnose and fix small engine issues. It breaks down complex mechanical concepts into
easy-to-understand language, making it accessible for DIY enthusiasts. The book also offers
tips on prolonging the life of your mower through proper care.

3. The Ultimate Guide to Lawn Care and Mower Maintenance
This guide goes beyond just the Craftsman 917 model, offering expert advice on
maintaining various types of lawn mowers. Readers will learn about blade sharpening, oil
changes, and seasonal storage techniques. It’s an essential resource for anyone looking to
keep their lawn mower in peak condition.

4. Craftsman 917 Parts and Repair Handbook
This handbook is a detailed resource for identifying and replacing parts on the Craftsman
917 mower. Illustrated parts diagrams help users locate components quickly, while repair
instructions explain how to perform common fixes. It’s ideal for those who want to save
money by doing repairs themselves.

5. Small Engine Troubleshooting for Lawn Mowers
Providing practical troubleshooting steps, this book helps users identify issues such as



starting problems, unusual noises, and performance drops. It includes specific examples
related to the Craftsman 917 model to guide readers effectively. The troubleshooting charts
and maintenance tips make it a handy manual for mower owners.

6. Seasonal Lawn Mower Care: Protecting Your Craftsman 917 Year-Round
Learn how to prepare your Craftsman 917 lawn mower for different seasons, ensuring
longevity and reliable performance. This book covers winter storage, spring tune-ups, and
summer maintenance routines. It also discusses environmental considerations and best
practices for safe mower operation.

7. DIY Craftsman 917 Engine Overhaul and Rebuild
This detailed guide walks readers through the process of completely overhauling and
rebuilding the engine of a Craftsman 917 lawn mower. With clear photographs and expert
tips, it empowers users to restore their mower’s power and efficiency. It’s perfect for
advanced DIYers looking to extend the life of their equipment.

8. Understanding Lawn Mower Mechanics: A Craftsman 917 Perspective
Designed to educate users on how their Craftsman 917 mower works, this book explains
the mechanics behind each system, from the engine to the cutting deck. It provides a solid
foundation for troubleshooting and performing maintenance. Readers gain confidence in
handling their mower by understanding its internal workings.

9. Eco-Friendly Lawn Mower Maintenance for Craftsman 917 Owners
This book focuses on environmentally responsible ways to maintain and operate your
Craftsman 917 lawn mower. It includes tips on reducing emissions, proper disposal of fluids,
and using eco-friendly products. Ideal for gardeners who want to keep their lawns green
while minimizing their environmental footprint.
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