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craftsman 42 inch riding mower owner's manual is an essential resource for anyone
who owns or operates this reliable and efficient lawn care machine. This manual provides
detailed instructions on the proper use, maintenance, safety precautions, and
troubleshooting techniques specific to the Craftsman 42 inch riding mower. Whether you
are a first-time user or an experienced mower operator, understanding the owner's
manual can extend the life of your mower, improve performance, and ensure safe
operation. This article offers a comprehensive overview of the Craftsman 42 inch riding
mower owner's manual, highlighting its key sections and practical advice. From assembly
and operation to routine maintenance and storage, this guide covers everything needed to
keep your mower in optimal condition. Below is a clear outline of the main topics covered
in this article.

Overview of the Craftsman 42 Inch Riding Mower

Safety Instructions and Precautions

Operating the Mower

Routine Maintenance and Care

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Storage and Winterizing

Overview of the Craftsman 42 Inch Riding Mower

The Craftsman 42 inch riding mower is a popular choice for homeowners seeking an
efficient and durable machine for medium to large lawn areas. This model features a 42-
inch cutting deck, providing a balance between maneuverability and cutting width. The
mower typically comes equipped with a reliable gasoline engine, easy-to-use controls, and
several adjustable settings to customize your mowing experience. The owner's manual is
designed to familiarize users with the mower’s components, specifications, and
capabilities to ensure proper handling and maintenance.

Key Features and Specifications

The manual outlines the technical specifications and notable features of the Craftsman 42
inch riding mower, including engine type, cutting width, transmission, fuel capacity, and



safety mechanisms. Understanding these features helps users maximize the mower’s
performance and longevity.

42-inch steel cutting deck for efficient grass cutting

Gasoline-powered engine with specified horsepower

Hydrostatic or manual transmission options

Adjustable cutting height settings

Comfortable operator seat and ergonomic controls

Safety Instructions and Precautions

Safety is paramount when operating any riding mower, and the Craftsman 42 inch riding
mower owner's manual emphasizes important safety guidelines. The manual provides
detailed precautions to prevent accidents and injuries during use. It covers safe startup
and shutdown procedures, proper clothing, and environmental awareness while mowing.
Following these safety instructions ensures a secure mowing experience for both the
operator and bystanders.

General Safety Guidelines

The manual advises operators to wear appropriate protective gear, including sturdy
footwear and eye protection. It also stresses the importance of checking the mowing area
for debris and obstacles before starting. The mower should never be operated by children
or individuals unfamiliar with its functions.

Operational Safety Tips

Key operational safety measures include avoiding sharp turns at high speed, never
mowing on excessively steep slopes, and disengaging blades before crossing gravel paths
or driveways. The manual also warns against removing safety guards or modifying the
mower in any way that compromises safety features.

Operating the Mower

The owner’s manual provides comprehensive instructions on the correct operation of the



Craftsman 42 inch riding mower. This includes steps for starting the engine, adjusting
cutting height, engaging the blades, and maneuvering the mower safely. Proper operation
enhances mowing efficiency and prevents damage to the machine.

Starting and Stopping Procedures

Before starting the mower, the manual directs users to check fuel and oil levels, ensure
the parking brake is engaged, and the blades are disengaged. To start, the ignition key is
turned while pressing the brake or clutch pedal as specified. Stopping the mower involves
disengaging the blades, setting the parking brake, and turning off the ignition.

Adjusting Cutting Height and Speed

The manual details how to adjust the cutting height using the lever or knob, allowing for
customization based on grass length and terrain. Speed controls, whether via hydrostatic
or gear shift, are explained to help operators mow efficiently and safely.

Mowing Techniques

Effective mowing techniques are outlined, such as overlapping passes slightly to ensure
even cutting and mowing in different directions to prevent turf compaction. The manual
encourages mowing when grass is dry and avoiding mowing over gravel or wet grass.

Routine Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is crucial for the longevity and performance of the Craftsman 42 inch
riding mower. The owner’s manual provides a detailed maintenance schedule and
instructions for routine tasks, including oil changes, air filter replacement, blade
sharpening, and battery care. Regular maintenance prevents breakdowns and keeps the
mower running smoothly.

Oil and Filter Changes

The manual specifies intervals for changing engine oil and replacing oil filters,
emphasizing the use of manufacturer-recommended oil types. Clean oil and filters are
essential for optimal engine performance and durability.



Blade Maintenance

Sharpening or replacing mower blades is necessary to maintain a clean cut and healthy
lawn. The manual explains how to safely remove and reinstall blades, along with tips for
sharpening or identifying when blades need replacement.

Cleaning and Lubrication

Cleaning the mower deck and other parts prevents grass buildup and corrosion.
Lubrication points are identified in the manual, ensuring that moving parts operate
smoothly and reducing wear.

Check and change engine oil regularly

Replace air and fuel filters as recommended

Sharpen mower blades at least once per season

Clean mower deck after each use

Lubricate steering and wheel components

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The Craftsman 42 inch riding mower owner's manual includes a troubleshooting section to
assist users in diagnosing and resolving common operational problems. This section helps
identify issues such as engine starting difficulties, uneven cutting, or unusual noises, and
provides practical solutions to restore function without unnecessary service visits.

Engine Problems

If the engine fails to start, the manual suggests checking the fuel level, spark plug
condition, and air filter cleanliness. It also recommends inspecting the battery and
electrical connections if the mower uses an electric start system.

Cutting Performance Issues

Uneven cutting or scalping may be caused by dull blades, incorrect cutting height, or



uneven terrain. The manual guides users through steps to adjust settings, sharpen blades,
and evaluate the mowing surface.

Mechanical and Electrical Troubleshooting

The manual addresses common mechanical issues such as belt slippage or brake failure,
providing instructions for inspection and replacement. Electrical problems like faulty
switches or wiring are also covered with troubleshooting tips.

Storage and Winterizing

Proper storage and winterizing procedures outlined in the owner’s manual help protect
the Craftsman 42 inch riding mower during off-season periods. These steps prevent
corrosion, fuel system damage, and battery depletion, ensuring the mower is ready for use
when mowing season resumes.

Preparing the Mower for Storage

The manual recommends cleaning the mower thoroughly, draining or stabilizing fuel, and
removing the battery if applicable. It also advises checking tire pressure and lubricating
moving parts before storage.

Winterizing Steps

To winterize, the manual suggests running the engine until fuel is used or adding fuel
stabilizer to prevent fuel degradation. Protecting the mower from moisture and extreme
temperatures by storing it indoors or under a cover is also emphasized.

Clean mower and remove debris

Drain or stabilize fuel to prevent gum deposits

Disconnect and charge battery periodically

Store mower in a dry, sheltered location

Lubricate all moving parts before storage



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 42 inch riding mower
owner's manual online?
You can find the Craftsman 42 inch riding mower owner's manual on the official Sears or
Craftsman website, or by searching for the specific model number followed by 'owner's
manual' in a search engine.

How do I perform regular maintenance according to the
Craftsman 42 inch riding mower owner's manual?
The owner's manual recommends regular maintenance tasks such as checking and
changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter, sharpening the blades, and inspecting
the tires and belts to ensure optimal performance.

What safety precautions are listed in the Craftsman 42
inch riding mower owner's manual?
The manual advises wearing sturdy shoes, avoiding loose clothing, keeping children and
pets away while operating, not mowing on steep slopes, and always turning off the engine
before servicing the mower.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the
Craftsman 42 inch riding mower using the owner's
manual?
The manual provides troubleshooting steps for issues like the mower not starting, engine
stalling, uneven cutting, or belt slippage, including checking fuel levels, spark plugs, blade
condition, and belt tension.

What are the recommended fuel and oil types for the
Craftsman 42 inch riding mower as per the owner's
manual?
The owner's manual recommends using unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 87 or
higher and SAE 30 motor oil for most operating temperatures to ensure the engine runs
smoothly.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Your Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower: A Complete Owner’s Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of operating and maintaining the Craftsman
42-inch riding mower. It covers essential safety tips, routine maintenance schedules, and



troubleshooting common issues. Perfect for both new owners and seasoned users, it
ensures your mower runs efficiently season after season.

2. The Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower Maintenance Handbook
Focused entirely on upkeep, this handbook details step-by-step procedures for cleaning,
blade sharpening, oil changes, and belt replacements. Illustrated with clear diagrams, it
helps owners extend the life of their mower and avoid costly repairs. It’s an indispensable
resource for DIY enthusiasts.

3. Troubleshooting Your Craftsman Riding Mower: 42-Inch Model Edition
This guide dives into diagnosing and fixing common mechanical and electrical problems
specific to the Craftsman 42-inch riding mower. It explains how to identify symptoms,
pinpoint causes, and implement effective solutions. A must-have for those looking to save
time and money on repairs.

4. Seasonal Care for Your Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower
Learn how to prepare your mower for each season, including winter storage and spring
startup tips. The book provides checklists and expert advice to keep your mower
performing optimally throughout the year. It also covers preventive measures to avoid
rust, corrosion, and engine damage.

5. Upgrading and Customizing the Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower
This title explores various upgrades and accessories that can enhance the performance
and comfort of your Craftsman riding mower. From installing better seats to adding
mulching kits and headlights, it offers practical advice and installation instructions. Ideal
for owners who want to personalize their equipment.

6. Basic Engine Repair for Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower Owners
Designed for beginners, this book breaks down the fundamentals of small engine repair
with a focus on the Craftsman 42-inch mower’s engine. It covers topics like spark plug
replacement, carburetor cleaning, and fuel system maintenance. Clear language and
photos make complex repairs accessible to all.

7. Safety First: Operating Your Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower
Safety is the priority in this guide, which highlights best practices for operating the mower
to prevent accidents and injuries. It includes instructions on protective gear, safe mowing
techniques, and emergency procedures. A valuable read for anyone wanting to mow
confidently and securely.

8. Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower Parts and Accessories Catalog
This catalog-style book lists and describes all available parts and accessories for the
Craftsman 42-inch riding mower. Detailed images and part numbers help owners find and
order the right components for repairs or upgrades. It’s an essential reference for
maintaining the mower’s original performance.

9. Eco-Friendly Lawn Care with the Craftsman 42-Inch Riding Mower
Focusing on sustainable lawn care practices, this book demonstrates how to use your
Craftsman mower efficiently to reduce environmental impact. It covers topics like fuel-
saving tips, mulching methods, and responsible disposal of mower waste. Perfect for eco-
conscious owners who want a beautiful lawn and a healthier planet.
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