
billings montana crime statistics
billings montana crime statistics provide critical insight into the safety, law
enforcement challenges, and social dynamics of Billings, Montana’s largest city.
Understanding these statistics helps residents, policymakers, and visitors gauge the
prevalence of various crimes, evaluate trends over time, and identify areas requiring
increased public safety measures. This article offers an in-depth analysis of Billings
Montana crime statistics, covering violent and property crime rates, comparisons with
state and national averages, and recent trends. It also examines factors influencing crime
in the region and highlights community and law enforcement efforts aimed at crime
reduction. The information presented is derived from official crime data sources and aims
to equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of Billings’ public safety landscape.
Below is a detailed overview of the main topics covered in this article.

Overview of Crime Rates in Billings Montana

Types of Crimes Reported

Comparison with State and National Crime Statistics

Factors Influencing Crime in Billings

Law Enforcement and Community Initiatives

Overview of Crime Rates in Billings Montana
The overall crime rate in Billings, Montana, is a critical indicator of the city’s safety.
Billings experiences both violent and property crimes, with fluctuating rates over recent
years. According to the latest available data, Billings has a crime rate that is higher than
the Montana state average but lower than many comparable urban areas in the United
States. The crime trend in Billings has shown periods of increase and decline, reflecting
broader social and economic factors impacting the community.

Violent Crime Rates
Violent crime in Billings includes offenses such as homicide, aggravated assault, robbery,
and rape. The city’s violent crime rate is a significant concern for residents and law
enforcement alike. Recent statistics indicate that aggravated assault constitutes the
majority of violent crimes reported. Although homicides are relatively infrequent, they
contribute disproportionately to the perception of danger in certain neighborhoods.



Property Crime Rates
Property crimes, including burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson,
represent the largest category of crimes in Billings. These offenses often impact the
community’s economic well-being and residents’ sense of security. Larceny-theft accounts
for a substantial portion of property crimes, followed by burglaries. Monitoring these rates
is essential for developing targeted prevention and intervention programs.

Types of Crimes Reported
Billings Montana crime statistics encompass a broad range of criminal activities, each with
distinct characteristics and impacts. Understanding the breakdown of crime types helps in
identifying patterns and prioritizing law enforcement resources.

Violent Crimes
Violent crimes in Billings include:

Homicide: Though rare, homicides have a profound impact on community safety
perceptions.

Aggravated Assault: The most common violent offense, often involving weapons
and resulting in serious injury.

Robbery: Incidents involving force or threat to steal property, typically occurring in
public spaces.

Rape and Sexual Assault: Sensitive crimes that are often underreported but
remain a critical concern.

Property Crimes
The property crime category in Billings includes:

Burglary: Unauthorized entry into buildings to commit theft or other crimes.

Larceny-Theft: Theft of personal property without burglary or motor vehicle theft.

Motor Vehicle Theft: Unauthorized taking of vehicles, including cars and
motorcycles.

Arson: Deliberate setting of fires causing property damage.



Comparison with State and National Crime
Statistics
Placing Billings Montana crime statistics in context with state and national data reveals
important insights about the city’s relative safety and law enforcement challenges. Billings
tends to have higher crime rates compared to many other Montana cities, partially due to
its larger population and urban characteristics.

Billings vs. Montana State Averages
When compared to statewide crime rates, Billings reports elevated levels of both violent
and property crimes. Montana’s rural areas generally experience lower crime rates,
making Billings an outlier within the state. The city’s violent crime rate is approximately
1.5 times higher than the Montana average, while property crime rates are nearly double
the state average in some recent reports.

Billings vs. National Crime Rates
Nationally, Billings’ crime rates fall somewhere between the average for metropolitan
areas and smaller cities. While some urban centers report significantly higher crime rates,
Billings still surpasses the national average in certain crime categories, particularly
property crimes. This comparison highlights ongoing challenges faced by local law
enforcement and community safety organizations.

Factors Influencing Crime in Billings
Multiple factors contribute to the crime rates observed in Billings Montana.
Understanding these underlying causes is essential for effective crime prevention and
public policy development.

Economic and Social Factors
Economic conditions such as unemployment, poverty, and income inequality often
correlate with higher crime rates. Billings has experienced economic fluctuations that
impact crime trends, with disadvantaged neighborhoods facing greater risks. Social
factors including substance abuse, family instability, and educational disparities also play
significant roles.

Demographic and Geographic Influences
The city’s demographic composition and urban layout influence crime distribution. Areas
with higher population density and transient populations tend to report increased crime
incidents. Additionally, demographic groups disproportionately affected by economic



hardship may experience higher victimization and involvement rates.

Law Enforcement Resources and Policies
The effectiveness of local policing strategies, resource allocation, and community
engagement directly affect crime rates. Billings law enforcement agencies have
implemented various initiatives aimed at crime reduction, but resource limitations and
evolving criminal behaviors present ongoing challenges.

Law Enforcement and Community Initiatives
In response to crime challenges, Billings has developed a range of law enforcement
strategies and community programs designed to enhance public safety and reduce crime
rates.

Policing Strategies
Billings Police Department employs data-driven policing, community-oriented policing, and
targeted enforcement to address crime hotspots. These strategies focus on building
relationships with residents, increasing patrol presence in high-crime areas, and
leveraging technology for crime analysis.

Community-Based Programs
Various community initiatives support crime prevention, including neighborhood watch
groups, youth outreach programs, and partnerships with social services. These programs
aim to address root causes of crime and foster collaboration between citizens and law
enforcement.

Crime Prevention Tips for Residents
Residents are encouraged to take proactive steps to protect themselves and their
property. Key recommendations include:

Securing homes with locks, alarms, and lighting.

Participating in local neighborhood watch programs.

Reporting suspicious activity promptly to authorities.

Engaging in community events promoting safety awareness.

Utilizing resources for substance abuse and mental health support.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the current crime rates in Billings, Montana?
As of the latest data, Billings, Montana has a higher-than-average crime rate compared to
other cities in the state, with property crimes such as theft and burglary being the most
common.

How does Billings' violent crime rate compare to the
national average?
Billings' violent crime rate is slightly above the national average, with incidents like
assault and robbery occurring more frequently than in many other similarly sized cities.

What types of crimes are most prevalent in Billings,
Montana?
The most prevalent crimes in Billings are property crimes, including burglary, theft, and
motor vehicle theft, followed by a notable number of violent crimes such as aggravated
assault.

Has the crime rate in Billings increased or decreased in
recent years?
Recent statistics indicate that overall crime rates in Billings have seen fluctuations, with
certain categories like violent crime showing a slight increase, while some property crimes
have decreased.

What neighborhoods in Billings have the highest crime
rates?
Certain neighborhoods in Billings, particularly those with higher population density and
lower economic indicators, experience higher crime rates, but specific neighborhood data
should be consulted for detailed insights.

How does Billings police department address crime
prevention?
The Billings Police Department employs community policing strategies, increased patrols,
and public awareness campaigns to address and reduce crime in the city.



Are there any resources available for crime statistics in
Billings, Montana?
Yes, crime statistics for Billings can be accessed through the FBI's Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR) program, local police department reports, and websites like
NeighborhoodScout and City-Data.

What impact does crime have on Billings' community
and economy?
Crime in Billings affects community safety perceptions, property values, and local business
environments, prompting ongoing efforts to improve law enforcement and community
engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Crime Patterns and Trends in Billings, Montana: A Statistical Overview
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of crime data in Billings, Montana, covering
various types of offenses over the past two decades. It highlights emerging trends,
seasonal variations, and demographic factors influencing crime rates. The detailed
statistical charts and graphs make it a valuable resource for law enforcement and
policymakers.

2. Understanding Crime in Billings: A Data-Driven Approach
Focusing on the city of Billings, this book examines crime through the lens of data
analytics and statistics. It explores the correlation between socioeconomic factors and
crime rates, offering insights into prevention strategies. The author uses recent FBI and
local police data to provide an evidence-based perspective.

3. Billings Crime Report: Yearly Statistics and Analysis
This annual publication compiles and analyzes crime statistics in Billings, Montana,
offering readers up-to-date information on violent and property crimes. Each edition
includes comparisons to state and national averages, helping contextualize Billings’ crime
situation. The report is useful for researchers, community leaders, and residents alike.

4. Mapping Crime in Billings: A Statistical and Geographical Study
This book combines crime statistics with geographic information systems (GIS) to visualize
crime hotspots in Billings, Montana. It aids in understanding the spatial distribution of
different crime types and assists in strategic law enforcement planning. The work is
particularly valuable for urban planners and public safety officials.

5. Billings Crime Statistics: Trends, Causes, and Community Impact
By analyzing crime data alongside community and economic indicators, this book delves
into the causes behind crime trends in Billings. It also discusses the impact of crime on
local neighborhoods and businesses. The author suggests community-based initiatives to
reduce crime and improve public safety.

6. Criminal Justice and Crime Statistics in Billings, Montana



This book offers an in-depth look at the criminal justice system in Billings, focusing on how
crime statistics influence law enforcement and judicial decisions. It covers arrest rates,
clearance rates, and recidivism statistics, providing a full picture of the city’s crime
management. The book is ideal for students and professionals in criminal justice fields.

7. Billings Crime Data Analysis: Insights for Policy Makers
Targeted at policymakers, this book presents detailed crime statistics from Billings and
interprets their implications for public policy. It discusses the effectiveness of past crime
prevention programs and proposes data-driven policy recommendations. The analysis
helps guide resource allocation for maximum community benefit.

8. Violent Crime in Billings: Statistical Review and Prevention Strategies
Concentrating specifically on violent crime, this book examines statistical trends in
assault, robbery, and homicide within Billings. It assesses factors contributing to violent
offenses and evaluates intervention programs. The author emphasizes the importance of
community engagement in reducing violence.

9. Property Crime in Billings, Montana: Trends and Statistical Insights
This book focuses on property crimes such as burglary, theft, and motor vehicle theft in
Billings. Through detailed statistics and trend analysis, it identifies key patterns and risk
factors. The book also discusses prevention methods and the role of law enforcement in
protecting property.
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