bilingual first steps education

bilingual first steps education is a critical phase in a child's cognitive and linguistic
development, laying the foundation for effective communication in multiple languages.
Early exposure to bilingual education offers numerous advantages, including enhanced
cognitive abilities, cultural awareness, and improved academic performance. This article
explores the significance of bilingual first steps education, addressing key methods,
benefits, challenges, and best practices for introducing young learners to two languages
simultaneously. Understanding how to implement bilingual education effectively during
early childhood can empower educators and parents to foster a supportive environment
that nurtures language acquisition and cognitive growth. As bilingualism becomes
increasingly valuable in a globalized world, mastering the fundamentals of bilingual first
steps education is essential for maximizing these benefits. The following sections provide
an in-depth look at essential aspects of bilingual education at the earliest stages.
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Understanding Bilingual First Steps Education

Bilingual first steps education refers to the initial phase of language learning where
children are introduced to two languages from infancy or early childhood. This stage is
crucial as it shapes the foundation for future language proficiency and cognitive
development. The approach emphasizes simultaneous or sequential exposure to multiple
languages within naturalistic or structured settings. Early bilingual education can take
place at home, in preschool programs, or specialized bilingual schools tailored to young
learners.

Definition and Scope

The term encompasses diverse educational models, including simultaneous bilingualism,
where children learn two languages at the same time, and sequential bilingualism,
involving the introduction of a second language after the first language is established. The
scope includes both formal and informal learning environments designed to support
language development through interactive communication, play, and immersion
techniques.



Importance of the Early Years

The early years of a child’s life are marked by heightened neuroplasticity, allowing the
brain to absorb and process multiple languages more efficiently. Research indicates that
children exposed to bilingual first steps education develop stronger neural connections
related to language processing. This period is optimal for pronunciation, vocabulary
acquisition, and grammatical understanding, making early bilingual education impactful
and long-lasting.

Benefits of Early Bilingual Education

Engaging children in bilingual first steps education offers extensive cognitive, social, and
academic benefits. These advantages extend beyond linguistic proficiency, influencing
overall brain development and interpersonal skills.

Cognitive Advantages

Children who receive bilingual education early demonstrate improved executive function,
including better attention control, problem-solving skills, and multitasking abilities. The
mental flexibility required to switch between languages enhances cognitive reserve and
delays the onset of age-related cognitive decline later in life.

Academic and Social Benefits

Bilingual children often outperform their monolingual peers in literacy and numeracy due
to enhanced metalinguistic awareness. Additionally, bilingualism fosters greater cultural
sensitivity and communication skills, enabling children to navigate diverse social
environments effectively. These skills contribute to increased self-confidence and
adaptability.

Effective Methods for Bilingual Language
Acquisition

Implementing bilingual first steps education requires selecting appropriate methodologies
that align with the child’s developmental stage and learning context. Different approaches
cater to various needs, ensuring both languages develop harmoniously.

Immersion Programs

Immersion involves surrounding the child with the second language in natural settings,
such as bilingual preschools or community groups. This method promotes language
learning through meaningful interaction and contextualized communication, fostering
intuitive language use.



One Person, One Language (OPOL)

The OPOL strategy assigns each parent or caregiver a specific language to speak
consistently with the child. This approach helps differentiate languages and reduces
confusion, supporting simultaneous bilingualism effectively.

Transitional Bilingual Education

This method begins with instruction primarily in the child’s first language and gradually
introduces the second language. It provides a solid linguistic foundation while easing the
transition to bilingual proficiency.

Strategies to Enhance Learning

Consistent exposure to both languages daily

Use of age-appropriate bilingual books and multimedia

Encouraging interactive play and socialization in both languages

Positive reinforcement and patience during language development

Challenges in Implementing Bilingual First Steps
Education

Despite its numerous benefits, bilingual first steps education presents certain challenges
that educators and parents must address to optimize learning outcomes.

Language Dominance and Preference

Children may develop a preference for one language over the other, often influenced by
the social environment or peer interactions. This imbalance can hinder balanced bilingual
development if not managed appropriately.

Resource Availability

Access to qualified bilingual educators, appropriate learning materials, and supportive
programs can be limited, particularly in regions where bilingual education is not widely
established. This scarcity affects the quality and consistency of bilingual instruction.



Parental Involvement and Consistency

Successful bilingual first steps education depends heavily on parental commitment to
maintaining language exposure at home. Variability in language use or lack of fluency in
one language among parents can create inconsistencies that slow progress.

Best Practices for Parents and Educators

To maximize the effectiveness of bilingual first steps education, it is essential to
implement best practices tailored to young learners' needs and environments.

Creating a Language-Rich Environment

Providing a stimulating environment filled with diverse language inputs helps children
develop both languages naturally. This includes reading bilingual books, engaging in
conversations, and exposing children to cultural experiences related to each language.

Encouraging Interaction and Communication

Interactive activities such as storytelling, singing, and group play encourage active
language use. Social interactions with peers and adults fluent in both languages reinforce
practical communication skills.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Approaches

Regular assessment of linguistic development allows parents and educators to identify
areas needing support. Flexibility in teaching methods ensures that strategies evolve
according to the child's growing abilities and preferences.

Supporting Emotional and Cultural Identity

Recognizing the emotional aspects of bilingualism helps children develop a positive
cultural identity linked to both languages. Celebrating traditions and encouraging pride in
bilingual abilities contribute to sustained motivation and engagement.

1. Maintain consistency in language exposure both at home and school.
2. Use diverse and engaging bilingual educational resources.
3. Foster a supportive and patient learning atmosphere.

4. Encourage social interaction in both languages regularly.



5. Collaborate with educators to monitor and support language development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is bilingual first steps education?

Bilingual first steps education refers to early childhood learning programs that introduce
children to two languages simultaneously, fostering language development and cognitive
skills from a young age.

What are the benefits of bilingual first steps education
for children?

Bilingual first steps education enhances cognitive flexibility, improves problem-solving
skills, promotes cultural awareness, and can lead to better academic performance and
communication abilities in multiple languages.

At what age should bilingual first steps education
begin?

Bilingual education is most effective when started early, typically from infancy to
preschool age, as young children's brains are more adaptable to learning multiple
languages simultaneously.

How can parents support bilingual first steps education
at home?

Parents can support by consistently speaking both languages, providing bilingual books
and media, encouraging interaction with speakers of both languages, and creating a
positive and immersive language environment.

Are there any challenges associated with bilingual first
steps education?

Challenges can include limited resources or qualified teachers, potential initial confusion
or mixing of languages in children, and the need for consistent language exposure to
ensure balanced proficiency in both languages.

Additional Resources

1. Bilingual Beginnings: Nurturing Language Development in Young Learners
This book offers a comprehensive guide for parents and educators on fostering
bilingualism from an early age. It covers practical strategies to support language



acquisition in toddlers and preschoolers, emphasizing the importance of a rich and
engaging language environment. Readers will find tips on balancing two languages and
encouraging natural communication.

2. First Words in Two Languages: A Guide to Early Bilingual Education

Designed for caregivers and teachers, this book explores how young children acquire first
words in bilingual settings. It provides insights into typical milestones and addresses
common challenges faced by bilingual learners. The author also highlights activities and
tools to promote vocabulary growth in both languages.

3. Dual Language Foundations: Early Childhood Education for Bilingual Success

This resource delves into the cognitive and social benefits of dual language learning
during the preschool years. It presents research-based methods to create supportive
classroom environments that celebrate linguistic diversity. The book includes lesson plans
and assessment techniques tailored for bilingual first steps.

4. Raising Bilingual Babies: Practical Tips for Multilingual Families

Focusing on family dynamics, this book guides parents through the process of raising
children who speak two languages. It addresses common concerns such as language
dominance and consistency, offering advice on how to maintain both languages at home.
The author shares real-life stories to inspire confidence in raising bilingual children.

5. Early Literacy in Two Languages: Teaching Reading and Writing from the Start

This book emphasizes the importance of early literacy skills in bilingual education. It
explains how to support reading and writing development in both languages
simultaneously, using culturally relevant materials and interactive techniques. Educators
will find strategies to help children transfer literacy skills across languages.

6. Language Play: Engaging Bilingual Toddlers Through Interactive Activities

A hands-on guide filled with playful activities designed to stimulate language learning in
bilingual toddlers. The book encourages the use of songs, games, and storytelling to make
language acquisition enjoyable and effective. It also discusses how play supports cognitive
development in young bilingual children.

7. Bridging Cultures: Bilingual Education and Early Childhood Identity

This text explores the connection between bilingualism and cultural identity formation in
early childhood. It offers insights into how language learning shapes a child’s sense of self
and belonging. Educators and parents will learn ways to nurture pride in both languages
and cultures.

8. Speech and Language Development in Bilingual Preschoolers

Focusing on speech milestones, this book provides detailed information on typical and
atypical language development in bilingual preschool-aged children. It helps readers
recognize when intervention might be needed and suggests strategies to support speech
clarity and fluency in both languages.

9. The Bilingual Classroom: Effective Practices for Early Learners

This practical guide is aimed at teachers working in bilingual early childhood classrooms.
It covers classroom management, curriculum design, and instructional approaches that
promote balanced bilingualism. The book also emphasizes collaboration with families to
reinforce language learning beyond the classroom.
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bilingual first steps education: Advances in Computer Science for Engineering and Education
Zhengbing Hu, Sergey Petoukhov, Ivan Dychka, Matthew He, 2018-05-11 This book features
high-quality, peer-reviewed research papers presented at the First International Conference on
Computer Science, Engineering and Education Applications (ICCSEEA2018), held in Kiev, Ukraine
on 18-20 January 2018, and organized jointly by the National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor
Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute” and the International Research Association of Modern Education
and Computer Science. The state-of-the-art papers discuss topics in computer science, such as
neural networks, pattern recognition, engineering techniques, genetic coding systems, deep learning
with its medical applications, as well as knowledge representation and its applications in education.
It is an excellent reference resource for researchers, graduate students, engineers, management
practitioners, and undergraduate students interested in computer science and their applications in
engineering and education.

bilingual first steps education: Resources in Education, 2001

bilingual first steps education: Teaching Practices and Equitable Learning in Children's
Language Education Giannikas, Christina Nicole, 2021-03-26 Educating children and leading them
towards the path of bilingualism is a valuable and challenging task for any educator. Effective
language teaching can contribute to young learners’ cognitive growth, develop their problem-solving
skills, enhance their comprehension abilities, and provide children with the satisfaction of
succeeding in the challenge of learning a foreign language. All these issues must be taken under
consideration when researching children and their teachers. The current literature indicates that
further material is needed to provide professionals with different classroom situations and enhance
the art of teaching children. Teaching Practices and Equitable Learning in Children's Language
Education focuses on various perspectives of efficient practices, approaches, and ideas for
professional development in the field of young language learners. The chapters in this book link the
theoretical understanding and practical experience of teaching children languages by concentrating
on teaching practices, material design, classroom management, reading, speaking, writing, and
more. This book is designed for inservice and preservice teachers, administrators, teacher
educators, practitioners, stakeholders, researchers, academicians, and students interested in the
field of early language learning and applied linguistics at large.

bilingual first steps education: Knowledge, Culture And Power Anthony R. Welch, Peter
Freebody, 2005-08-04 First published in 1992. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

bilingual first steps education: Examining Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
Theories and Practices Khalyapina, Liudmila, 2020-05-08 The growing interest in the problems of
integrated foreign language teaching and professional disciplines is manifested in the formulation of
new concepts and approaches, which at the moment are controversial. The lack of a common
conceptual framework of integrated education in the system of higher professional education in
different countries manifests itself in the attempts of researchers to either completely eliminate the
achievements of their colleagues in this area or, without any scientific and practical justification,
mechanically transfer foreign experiences in their conditions. Examining Content and Language
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Integrated Learning (CLIL) Theories and Practices is a cutting-edge research publication that
investigates the different approaches and models of progressive technology within linguodidactics
and the methodologies for teaching foreign languages. Highlighting a range of topics such as
blended learning, cognition, and professional discourse, this book is essential for language teachers,
linguists, curriculum developers, instructional designers, deans, researchers, practitioners,
administrators, educators, academicians, and students.

bilingual first steps education: Promoting the Educational Success of Children and
Youth Learning English National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and
Medicine Division, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Science
Education, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on Fostering School Success for
English Learners: Toward New Directions in Policy, Practice, and Research, 2017-08-25 Educating
dual language learners (DLLs) and English learners (ELs) effectively is a national challenge with
consequences both for individuals and for American society. Despite their linguistic, cognitive, and
social potential, many ELsa€who account for more than 9 percent of enrollment in grades K-12 in
U.S. schoolsa€are struggling to meet the requirements for academic success, and their prospects for
success in postsecondary education and in the workforce are jeopardized as a result. Promoting the
Educational Success of Children and Youth Learning English: Promising Futures examines how
evidence based on research relevant to the development of DLLs/ELs from birth to age 21 can
inform education and health policies and related practices that can result in better educational
outcomes. This report makes recommendations for policy, practice, and research and data collection
focused on addressing the challenges in caring for and educating DLLs/ELs from birth to grade 12.

bilingual first steps education: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Education, 1971

bilingual first steps education: Cultural Diversity and Canadian Education John Mallea,
1984-04-15 This thorough study will be of assistance to those seeking to understand the role of
education in contemporary Canada. Education policy and practice regarding language and culture
are highlighted, as is the crucially important question of cultural transmission.

bilingual first steps education: Theory and Methods for Sociocultural Research in
Science and Engineering Education Gregory J. Kelly, Judith L. Green, 2018-12-17 Introducing
original methods for integrating sociocultural and discourse studies into science and engineering
education, this book provides a much-needed framework for how to conduct qualitative research in
this field. The three dimensions of learning identified in the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) create a need for research methods that examine the sociocultural components of science
education. With cutting-edge studies and examples consistent with the NGSS, this book offers
comprehensive research methods for integrating discourse and sociocultural practices in science
and engineering education and provides key tools for applying this framework for students,
pre-service teachers, scholars, and researchers.

bilingual first steps education: The Leading Edge of Early Childhood Education Nonie K.
Lesaux, Stephanie M. Jones, 2021-02-23 The Leading Edge of Early Childhood Education aims to
support the effort to simultaneously scale up and improve the quality of early childhood education by
bringing together relevant insights from emerging research to provide guidance for this critical,
fledgling field. It reflects the growing recognition that early childhood experiences have a powerful
effect on children’s later academic achievement and long-term life outcomes. Editors Nonie K.
Lesaux and Stephanie M. Jones bring together an impressive array of scholarly contributors. Topics
include: - creating learning environments that support children’s cognitive and emotional
development; - identifying and addressing early risk factors; - using data to guide educators’
practice; and - capitalizing on the use of technology. Recent years have seen a surge of local, state,
and national initiatives aimed at expanding and improving early childhood initiatives, particularly
regarding access to preK programs. The Leading Edge of Early Childhood Education promises to be
a valuable resource for those charged with enacting the next level of work in this critical area.

bilingual first steps education: Content and Language Integrated Learning Yolanda Ruiz



de Zarobe, Rosa Mar-A Jim'nez Cataln, 2009 This book contributes to the growth of interest in
Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), an approach to second/foreign language learning
that requires the use of the target language to learn content. Within the framework of European
strategies to promote multilingualism, CLIL has begun to be used extensively in a variety of
language learning contexts, and at different educational systems and language programmes. This
book brings together critical analyses on theoretical and implementation issues of Content and
Language Integrated Learning, and empirical studies on the effectiveness of this type of instruction
on learners' language competence. The basic theoretical assumption behind this book is that
through successful use of the language to learn content, learners will develop their language
proficiency more effectively while they learn the academic content specified in the curricula.

bilingual first steps education: The Routledge Handbook of English Language Teaching
Graham Hall, 2016-05-12 The Routledge Handbook of English Language Teaching is the definitive
reference volume for postgraduate and advanced undergraduate students of Applied Linguistics,
ELT/TESOL, and Language Teacher Education, and for ELT professionals engaged in in-service
teacher development and/or undertaking academic study. Progressing from ‘broader’ contextual
issues to a marrower’ focus on classrooms and classroom discourse, the volume’s inter-related
themes focus on: ELT in the world: contexts and goals planning and organising ELT: curriculum,
resources and settings methods and methodology: perspectives and practices second language
learning and learners teaching language: knowledge, skills and pedagogy understanding the
language classroom. The Handbook’s 39 chapters are written by leading figures in ELT from around
the world. Mindful of the diverse pedagogical, institutional and social contexts for ELT, they
convincingly present the key issues, areas of debate and dispute, and likely future developments in
ELT from an applied linguistics perspective. Throughout the volume, readers are encouraged to
develop their own thinking and practice in contextually appropriate ways, assisted by discussion
questions and suggestions for further reading that accompany every chapter. Advisory board: Guy
Cook, Diane Larsen-Freeman, Amy Tsui, and Steve Walsh

bilingual first steps education: Handbook of Early Language Education Mila Schwartz,
2022-03-30 This is the first international and interdisciplinary handbook to offer a comprehensive
and an in-depth overview of findings from contemporary research, theory, and practice in early
childhood language education in various parts of the world and with different populations. The
contributions by leading scholars and practitioners are structured to give a survey of the topic,
highlight its importance, and provide a critical stance. The book covers preschool ages, and looks at
children belonging to diverse ethno-linguistic groups and experiencing different histories and
pathways of their socio-linguistic and socio-cultural development and early education. The languages
under the scope of this handbook are identified by the contributors as immigrant languages,
indigenous, endangered, heritage, regional, minority, majority, and marginalized, as well as foreign
and second languages, all of which are discussed in relation to early language education as the key
concept of the handbook. In this volume, “early language education” will refer to any kind of setting,
both formal and informal (e.g. nursery, kindergarten, early childhood education centers,
complementary early schooling etc.) in which language learning within a context of children's
sociolinguistic diversity takes place before elementary school.

bilingual first steps education: Key Issues in English for Specific Purposes in Higher
Education Yasemin Kirkgoz, Kenan Dikilitas, 2018-01-08 This volume offers research-based studies
on English for Specific Purposes in higher education from across the world. By drawing on
international studies, the book brings together diverse ESP practices and aspects of relevant issues
in the development of ESP programs, teachers and learners in a coherent fashion. There is a
growing need for undergraduate students to develop their proficiency of ESP skills and knowledge in
the increasingly globalized world. Knowledge of ESP is an important factor in subject matter
learning by students, and also closely related to the performance of university graduates in the
relevant sectors. Careful planning and efficient implementation are essential to ensure the quality of
the language learning process. For a variety of reasons, it proves difficult to maintain ESP



instruction in higher education. These reasons include the incompetence of teachers, lack of
materials for that specific context, as well as lack of opportunities for ESP teachers to develop their
skills. The chapters in this book, taken from a wide variety of countries, shed light on the diversity of
current practices and issues surrounding ESP.

bilingual first steps education: Aspects of Bilingualism in Wales Colin Baker, 1985 Wales
is a small nation with a long and varied tradition of bilingualism. The minority language and culture
is under threat. The book seeks to take the temperature of the Welsh language. Building on a
computer analysis of the 1981 Welsh language Census data, the book provides evidence of a
language moving slowly towards extinction. The aim of each chapter is to examine an issue which is
of significance in most minority language situations, but is exemplified and encapsulated in the
Welsh context. The effect of television and other mass media, the potential and threat of the
microelectronic revolution, the existence and erosion of heartlands are issues which are part of the
nervous tension of contemporary Wales and many other minority language regions. The role of
bilingual education is a central issue of the book. A bilingual education model is described as a basis
for analysing some of the problems and issues of Welsh and worldwide bilingual education. Another
chapter analyses different approaches to curriculum development in minority language contexts and
argues for a dual approach combining central initiatives and teacher based action research.
Regional variations in the policy and provision of bilingual schooling in Wales are portrayed, and two
further chapters present recent research into Welsh education. This research points to the crucial
nature of immersion and active participation in the minority culture as a lifeline for the future of the
Welsh language.

bilingual first steps education: Policy and Politics in Global Primary English Janet Enever,
2018-06-14 Janet Enever explores the complex forces that shape national and local language
education policymaking for the early introduction of English as a foreign language at primary and
pre-primary levels worldwide. This is the first book of its kind demonstrating the extent to which
English is now perceived as a prerequisite for participation in the global economy, reflecting the
rapid development of early start English now exploding across Asia, Latin America, and other
fast-growing economies. “This is a timely and important book. Professor Enever demonstrates
comprehensive knowledge of primary English policy and practice in a range of countries and, from a
sound theoretical framework, draws together evidence to show how policies are all too often guided
by short-term political considerations rather than sound educational practice. Whilst critiquing
inappropriate practice, she also analyses the conditions which have the potential to lead to quality -
and equitable - English language programmes at the primary level.” David Hayes, Department of
Applied Linguistics, Brock University, Canada

bilingual first steps education: Cases on Effective Universal Design for Learning
Implementation Across Schools Fovet, Frederic, 2024-08-05 Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
has been hailed for over a decade as a revolutionary lens that allows schools to shift their efforts to
create inclusive environments, from a medical model lens to a social model approach. In recent
years, UDL has gone beyond disability and impairment and is now considered an effective tool to
create inclusive classroom provisions for Indigenous students and more widely for culturally diverse
learners. There is now a sizable body of literature that details the benefits of implementing UDL in
the K-12 sector. There is, however, a paucity of studies and papers examining the strategic
challenges of developing UDL across schools and school boards. While the initial concern has been
to evidence the pedagogical benefits of introducing UDL to the classroom, the challenges discussed
at this current stage by classroom practitioners and school leaders are of a different nature: they are
strategic in nature and focus specifically on the organizational hurdles of scaling up initial efforts. It
is time for the UDL implementation drive the K-12 sector to go beyond curiosity and to explore
sustainable growth and development. Cases on Effective Universal Design for Learning
Implementation Across Schools fills the gap that exists in the UDL literature at present. It offers
case studies and practical examples of the reflection which accompanies the systemic
implementation of UDL on a wider scale across schools and schoolboards. It examines the full



spectrum of ecological repercussions this growth leads to. Covering topics such as deficit model
practices, bilingual K-12 education, and UDL implementation, this case book is a dynamic resource
for educators and administrators of K-12 education, instructional designers, curriculum developers,
pre-service teachers, teacher educators, community leaders, government officials, researchers, and
academicians.

bilingual first steps education: CLIL in Spain David Lasagabaster, Yolanda Ruiz de Zarobe,
2010-01-08 “This book makes a significant and very timely contribution to furthering professional
understanding of CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning). The first part brings together
the outcomes of CLIL implementation initiatives in different educational sectors in Spain which
reflect regional possibilities and priorities. The second part takes a critical look at a variety of
teacher education models, both in-service and pre-service. Linking classroom initiatives with teacher
education underlines the importance of addressing this often neglected or ignored area. Quite
simply, without appropriate teacher education programs, the full potential of CLIL is unlikely to be
realised and the approach would be unsustainable. This publication provides the reader with
practical suggestions and raises issues for further reflection. The contributors have embraced the
‘educational challenge’ and, in doing so, have made a significant contribution to disseminating CLIL
practice across Europe and further afield by raising issues and questions which need to be
addressed through future class-based inquiry and scientific research. The collection of case studies
is also a celebration of the hard work, endeavour and constant drive by practitioners, teacher
educators and researchers to give our young people the best linguistically-rich learning experiences
they can possibly have throughout their schooling and further studies.” —Professor Do Coyle,
University of Aberdeen

bilingual first steps education: Content-based Language Learning in Multilingual
Educational Environments Maria Juan-Garau, Joana Salazar-Noguera, 2014-11-17 The spread of
English as an international language along with the desire to maintain local languages lead us to
consider multilingualism as the norm rather than the exception. Consequently, bi/multilingual
education has bloomed over the last decades. This volume deals with one such type of education
currently in the spotlight as an essentially European strategy to multilingualism, CLIL (Content and
Language Integrated Learning), in which curricular content is taught through a foreign language.
The book contributes new empirical evidence on its effects on linguistic and attitudinal outcomes
focusing on bi/multilingual learners who acquire English as an additional language. Moreover, it
presents critical analyses of factors influencing multilingual education, the effects of CLIL on both
language and content learning, and the contrast between CLIL and other models of instruction. The
research presented suggests that CLIL can greatly enhance language acquisition in multilingual
settings.

bilingual first steps education: International Handbook of Migration, Minorities and
Education Zvi Bekerman, Thomas Geisen, 2011-10-06 Migrants and minorities are always at risk of
being caught in essentialized cultural definitions and being denied the right to express their cultural
preferences because they are perceived as threats to social cohesion. Migrants and minorities
respond to these difficulties in multiple ways — as active agents in the pedagogical, political, social,
and scientific processes that position them in this or that cultural sphere. On the one hand, they
reject ascribed cultural attributes while striving towards integration in a variety of social spheres,
e.g. school and workplace, in order to achieve social mobility. On the other hand, they articulate
demands for cultural self-determination. This discursive duality is met with suspicion by the majority
culture. For societies with high levels of migration or with substantial minority cultures, questions
related to the meaning of cultural heterogeneity and the social and cultural limits of learning and
communication (e.g. migration education or critical multiculturalism) are very important. It is
precisely here where the chances for new beginnings and new trials become of great importance for
educational theorizing, which urgently needs to find answers to current questions about individual
freedom, community/cultural affiliations, and social and democratic cohesion. Answers to these
questions must account for both “political’ and ‘learning’ perspectives at the macro, mezzo, and



micro contextual levels. The contributions of this edited volume enhance the knowledge in the field
of migrant/minority education, with a special emphasis on the meaning of culture and social learning
for educational processes.
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