biggest blowouts in nfl history

biggest blowouts in nfl history have left lasting impressions on fans and
analysts alike, showcasing moments of overwhelming dominance on the football
field. These games not only highlight the disparities between teams but also
become part of the rich tapestry of NFL lore. From record-setting point
differentials to unexpected routs, the most lopsided victories in NFL history
demonstrate the extremes of competition. Understanding these blowouts offers
insight into team dynamics, coaching strategies, and sometimes the sheer
unpredictability of the sport. This article explores the most significant
blowouts, analyzing the context and impact of each game. Additionally, it
covers the teams and players involved in these historic contests. The
following sections delve into the biggest blowouts in NFL history, their
notable examples, and the factors contributing to such decisive wins.

Record-Setting Blowouts in NFL History

Notable Blowout Games and Their Context

Teams and Players Behind the Biggest Blowouts

Factors Contributing to NFL Blowouts

Record-Setting Blowouts in NFL History

The NFL has witnessed several blowout games where one team has dominated
their opponent by an extraordinary margin. These record-setting blowouts
often stand out due to the sheer point differential and the circumstances
surrounding the game. The largest margin of victory recorded in NFL history
occurred in 1940 when the Chicago Bears defeated the Washington Redskins with
a staggering score of 73-0 in the NFL Championship Game.

This 73-point margin remains the largest blowout in the league’s history,
symbolizing a complete and utter domination by the Bears. Such a lopsided
result in a championship game is rare, emphasizing the Bears’ defensive
prowess and offensive efficiency. Over the years, other blowouts have come
close but have not surpassed this remarkable feat.

Largest Margin of Victory

The 73-point margin from the 1940 NFL Championship is the highest ever, but
other games have featured similarly dominant performances. For example, in
1943, the Chicago Bears defeated the New York Giants 56-7, a 49-point margin,
which was notable during the wartime NFL seasons. More recently, in the 21st
century, blowouts of 40 points or more have been relatively rare but still



significant in their impact.

Highest Scoring Blowouts

Blowouts with high scores on both sides are less common, but some games have
featured one team scoring an overwhelming number of points while the opponent
manages to put up a few as well. These games highlight offensive explosions
combined with defensive lapses. The 1966 game where Washington defeated the
New York Giants 72-41 is an example of a high-scoring blowout with a combined
total of 113 points.

Notable Blowout Games and Their Context

Several blowout games have gained notoriety not just because of the scoreline
but also due to their context within NFL history. These games often reflect
strategic mastery, key player performances, or unique circumstances that
contributed to the large margin of victory.

1940 NFL Championship: Chicago Bears 73, Washington
Redskins 0

This game is often cited as the most dominant performance in NFL history. The
Bears employed the innovative T-formation offense, which caught the Redskins
off guard. The Bears’ defense also forced multiple turnovers, allowing
Chicago to score repeatedly. The 73-0 score stands as a testament to the
Bears’ superiority on both sides of the ball that day.

2013 Week 11: Denver Broncos 51, Dallas Cowboys 48

While this game was high scoring and competitive, it ended with a narrow
margin, not a blowout. However, in the same season, the Broncos had a
dominant 52-20 win over the New England Patriots, showcasing Peyton Manning’s
offensive prowess. Blowouts in the modern era are often influenced by
explosive offenses and defensive breakdowns.

Other Significant Blowouts

Other notable games include the 1989 Week 14 game where the San Francisco
49ers defeated the New Orleans Saints 41-0 and the 2009 Week 5 game where the
New England Patriots routed the Tennessee Titans 59-0. These games underscore
how defensive dominance or offensive efficiency can lead to blowouts.



Teams and Players Behind the Biggest Blowouts

Certain teams and players have been central to some of the biggest blowouts
in NFL history. Dominant franchises with strong coaching, talented rosters,
and innovative strategies frequently find themselves on the winning end of
these lopsided games.

Chicago Bears: A Legacy of Dominance

The Chicago Bears, especially during the 1940s, were synonymous with
blowouts. Their innovative strategies and physical play enabled them to
overpower opponents. Key players like Sid Luckman contributed to their
offensive success, while the defense stifled opposing offenses repeatedly.

New England Patriots: Modern Era Blowouts

Under the leadership of head coach Bill Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady,
the Patriots have been involved in several blowout victories. Their
disciplined approach and adaptability have led to overwhelming wins,
particularly during the 2000s and 2010s.

Players Making a Difference

Outstanding individual performances often underline blowouts. Quarterbacks
like Peyton Manning, Tom Brady, and Sid Luckman have orchestrated high-
scoring games, while defensive players who cause turnovers and sacks
contribute significantly to the margin. Special teams’ plays can also spark
momentum leading to large leads.

Factors Contributing to NFL Blowouts

Understanding the reasons behind the biggest blowouts in NFL history involves
examining several factors, including team quality, coaching, injuries, and
game context. These elements combine to create conditions where one team
dominates the other decisively.

1. Talent Disparity: A significant gap in player skill levels often leads
to blowouts.

2. Injuries: Key injuries can weaken a team dramatically, making them
vulnerable to defeat.

3. Coaching and Strategy: Innovative game plans and in-game adjustments can
overwhelm opponents.



4. Turnovers: Frequent turnovers can shift momentum and increase scoring
opportunities.

5. Psychological Factors: Early scoring runs may demoralize the losing
team, exacerbating the score gap.

Together, these factors contribute to games where the scoreline becomes
heavily skewed. While blowouts can be disappointing for fans of the losing
team, they also highlight moments of excellence and strategy that define NFL
competition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the biggest blowout in NFL history?

The biggest blowout in NFL history is the 1940 NFL Championship Game, where
the Chicago Bears defeated the Washington Redskins 73-0.

When did the largest margin of victory in an NFL
game occur?

The largest margin of victory, 73 points, occurred on December 8, 1940,
during the NFL Championship Game between the Chicago Bears and the Washington
Redskins.

Have there been any recent blowouts comparable to
the biggest in NFL history?

While there have been some large-margin victories in recent years, none have
come close to the 73-point blowout in 1940. The most lopsided recent games
are usually in the range of 40-50 point differentials.

Which teams have been involved in the most
significant blowouts in NFL history?

The Chicago Bears and Washington Redskins (now Washington Commanders) are
notably involved in the biggest blowout (73-0 in 1940). Other large blowouts
have involved teams like the New England Patriots and Jacksonville Jaguars.

What factors contributed to the 73-0 blowout in the
1940 NFL Championship?

The Bears' innovative T-formation offense and dominant defense overwhelmed
the Redskins, who were unprepared for the strategic approach, leading to the
historic 73-0 score.



Are blowouts more common in regular season or
playoff games in NFL history?

Blowouts are generally more common in the regular season due to greater
variability in team matchups, but the biggest blowout in NFL history occurred
in a playoff game—the 1940 NFL Championship.

Additional Resources

1. Gridiron Goliaths: The Biggest Blowouts in NFL History

This book explores the most one-sided games in NFL history, analyzing the
circumstances that led to these monumental blowouts. It provides in-depth
breakdowns of key plays, player performances, and coaching decisions. Through
vivid storytelling and statistics, readers will relive the moments where
teams dominated their opponents on the gridiron.

2. When Giants Fall: Historic NFL Blowouts and Their Impact

Delve into the games where even the strongest NFL teams suffered crushing
defeats. This book examines how these blowouts affected team morale,
fanbases, and future seasons. Featuring interviews with players and coaches,
it uncovers the human side behind the scorelines.

3. Unstoppable Forces: Record-Breaking NFL Blowouts

Highlighting the most lopsided victories in NFL history, this book celebrates
the teams that set records with their overwhelming performances. It includes
detailed game analyses and commentary on the strategies that led to such
dominant wins. Fans will gain insight into the power dynamics of professional
football.

4. The Anatomy of an NFL Blowout: Dissecting the Biggest Wins

This book provides a comprehensive breakdown of the biggest blowouts by
looking at every aspect of the game—from offense and defense to special
teams. It explains how momentum shifts and critical errors contribute to
runaway scores. Readers will appreciate the tactical lessons behind these
historic games.

5. Blowout Sunday: NFL Games That Shocked the Nation

Focusing on weekend games that stunned fans and analysts alike, this book
captures the excitement and disbelief surrounding massive blowouts. It
includes firsthand accounts from broadcasters and spectators who witnessed
these unforgettable moments. The narrative highlights the unpredictability of
football.

6. Dominance on the Gridiron: NFL’s Most One-Sided Victories

Explore the stories behind the NFL’s most dominant team performances. This
book chronicles how certain franchises achieved blowouts through talent,
preparation, and sometimes sheer luck. It also discusses the long-term
effects these games had on team legacies.



7. Scoreboard Tsunamis: The Biggest Margins in NFL History

This title focuses on games with the largest point differentials, offering a
statistical and historical perspective. It charts how rule changes and
evolving play styles have influenced the frequency and scale of blowouts.
Readers will find a blend of data and narrative that brings these games to
life.

8. Crushing Defeats: The NFL’s Most Devastating Blowouts

Examining the flip side of blowouts, this book looks at the teams on the
losing end and how they coped with their worst defeats. It discusses
recovery, rebuilding, and the mental toughness required to bounce back. The
stories provide a balanced view of triumph and struggle.

9. Epic NFL Blowouts: Tales of Unmatched Football Dominance

This collection of essays and game retrospectives celebrates the most epic
blowouts in NFL history. Written by sports historians and journalists, it
offers diverse perspectives on why these games mattered. The book is both a
tribute to the victors and a study in the art of football dominance.
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biggest blowouts in nfl history: Football Records Allan Morey, 2018-01-01 Did you know that
Peyton Manning has passed for more touchdowns than any other player in NFL history? His amazing
record may help him go down in history as one of the NFLOs greatest quarterbacks. This and many
other feats are highlighted in this exciting title about football records. Readers will enjoy learning
impressive stats about some of the sportOs most well-known players and teams.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The Best NFL Offenses of All Time Will Graves, 2014-09-01
They?re the best the NFL has ever seen! This title introduces the NFL?s biggest stars, past and
present. Readers of all levels will be drawn in by easy-to-read stories, quick-hit sidebars and
high-impact photos that tell each player?s story. With spotlight stats, info boxes, a glossary,
additional resources, and more, this series is jam-packed with information fit for any football fan.
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The Value of History Paul F Frank Beisbier, 2019-07-09 The
work that is about to be surveyed by the reader represents decades of painstaking work to provide
him or her with the most positive and freshest perspective with respect to what the discipline of
history teaches him or her to improve the quality of not only his or her daily life but also those of all
other whom he or she comes into contact with. This task is accomplished when he or she becomes
aware of the fact that the greatest possible good can only be achieved through the promotion of the
adequate satisfaction of the greatest number of needs of the maximum number of people within the
context of its being mutually beneficial to all parties involved. Furthermore, the reader of this
volume gains the widest perspective on how the above assertion is valid for and has a positive
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impact on all fields of human endeavor, individual human lives, and human institutions, since the
content of historical subject matter consists of nothing less than the past and present record of all
the events and developments of the above entities. Thus, since everything that people learn is
through past and present experiences, history teaches them everything and nothing can be
perceived outside the framework of its subject matter. To present a graphic example to the reader of
this volume to clearly illustrate the truth and validity of the above points, the author has used the
comparison and contrast of the values, beliefs, and cultures of two very different societies in variant
times and places to do so. The retrograde valuing of power and wealth placed on them by a small
elite in European medieval society, resulting in limited social mobility in a primarily agrarian society,
is in marked contrast to the emphasis on limited individual freedom within the framework of the rule
of law as espoused by modern America. Within the latter framework, it was possible to develop a
modern industrial and postindustrial community to provide individual social advancement through
educational and employment opportunities as well as through the availability of quality health care.
Finally, through all that has been stated above, it is worthwhile for society at large as well as the
academic community to peruse through the contents of this volume in order to accomplish the above
objectives.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Football's Most Wanted™ Floyd Conner, 2000-09-30 In 1920,
the University of Texas Longhorns ate their mascot at a postseason banquet. In 1940, Turk Edwards
of the Washington Redskins suffered a career-ending knee injury during the pre-game coin toss. In
1969, Clive Rush was nearly electrocuted while being introduced as the new coach of the Boston
Patriots. During the 1893 Army-Navy game, a general punched a heckling admiral and challenged
him to a duel, which resulted in President Grover Cleveland suspending the game for six years.
Football’s Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the strangest plays, the
most bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the oddest injures, the
greatest upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college football. Many of
these 700 anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first time. Football’s
Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the strangest plays, the most
bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the oddest injures, the greatest
upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college football. Many of these 700
anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first time.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Everything NFL Rachel A. Koestler-Grack, 2025 Engaging
images accompany information on NFL. The text level and subject matter are intended for students
in grades 5 through 9-- Provided by publisher.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The NFL Encyclopedia Brendan Flynn, 2021-12-15 Alongside
both historic and recent photographs, readers will learn about each NFL team's history, greatest
seasons, greatest players, and team records. In addition, the book offers an in-depth introduction
about the sport's history, a section on star players, and information on the statistical leaders in
various categories. Features include a glossary, additional resources, and an index. Aligned to
Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Abdo Reference is an imprint of Abdo
Publishing, a division of ABDO.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The Big Book of Football Trivia Jerrett Holloway, 2025-06-17
Are you a real football fan? Prove it! Put your knowledge of the NFL and pro football to the test!
With this book in hand, you'll be able to quiz yourself and your friends on the league's all-time great
players and franchise dynasties, as well as the coaches, larger-than-life owners, and others who
helped etch the sport deep into American culture. What sets this football book apart: 700
questions—Even the most avid fan will be challenged by trivia covering everything from football's
earliest days and most memorable moments to famous quotes and off-the-field antics. Complete
coverage—This collection of football trivia will grill you on your gridiron knowledge across seven
different categories, starting with the NFL draft and finishing with the Hall of Fame. Bonus
facts—Learn even more with sections that explore the evolution of the Super Bowl's halftime show,
the story of the USFL, and more. Show off your sports trivia skills with this standout among football




books.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Football's Greatest Hail Mary Passes and Other
Crunch-Time Heroics Matt Chandler, 2020-01-08 When time is running short and the Lombardi
Trophy is at stake, some players seize the moment and make themselves legends. From Hail Mary
passes to tackle-breaking touchdown runs, some of football's greatest moments are chronicled in
vivid fashion here. You've got sideline pass to the action.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The Chicago Bears Thomas K. Adamson, 2023-08-01 The
Chicago Bears have dedicated fans who will “bear down” through thick and thin! In this title, young
readers will learn about the fans, history, players, and traditions of this popular football team
through leveled text and action-packed images. Special features help reinforce the main text by
mapping the team’s stadium, highlighting major accomplishments, and more. The book concludes
with a two-page spread of Bears records, historic events, and more!

biggest blowouts in nfl history: First and Ten Vince McKee, 2023-08-09 A celebration of the
greatest moments in recent history for the Cleveland Browns Cleveland is a blue-collar city with
hardworking people that support their hardworking teams. No matter the previous seasons’ records,
Cleveland’s loyal fan base always returns. And no matter the amount of losses, dysfunction, or
controversy, the Cleveland Browns remain one of the most popular franchises in professional
football. In First and Ten: A Fresh Look at the Cleveland Browns, Vince McKee covers the new
history of the Browns after their return to the NFL in 1999, including several winning seasons and
numerous runs toward the playoffs. From a Hail Mary touchdown pass by Tim Couch to secure the
first victory of the new era to a playoff victory led by Baker Mayfield over the Pittsburgh Steelers,
this book captures it all. And while McKee focuses on the positive moments and impactful players,
he doesn’t shy away from reflecting on the negatives when necessary, providing a fresh look at this
storied franchise. First and Ten covers all the fun—and sometimes the chaos—of this beloved team.
It’s a tale for every Browns fan who wears their orange and brown proudly, every week, no matter
the team’s record.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: 2014: The Year of Action Bepty Antoine, 2018-05-24 2014:
The Year of Action By: Bepty Antoine 2014: The Year of Action is a broad-ranging compendium of the
events, conflicts, and progress recently seen throughout the world. Written from the perspective of
an immigrant with a particular heart for the poor, this unique tome focuses on the influential work of
two world leaders, United States President Barack Obama and Pope Francis. Bepty Antoine utilizes
historical and cultural knowledge to frame events within a larger context, presenting the actions
both men have taken to further social justice issues, often connecting these concerns to
environmental crises. Drawing on the tenants of their Christian faith, both the President and the
Pope have sought to defend immigrants, refugees, and the global poor, and their efforts, often in the
face of extreme opposition, are carefully detailed and celebrated. 2014: The Year of Action focuses
on the impressive achievements of two modern heroes and places their struggles for progress within
the wider context of current events and popular culture.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Football Season Ticket Will Graves, 2018-09-01 Nothing
brings fans together quite like pro football, a Sunday tradition. Take a front-row seat to everything
that makes the NFL great in Football Season Ticket: The Ultimate Fan Guide.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Philadelphia Eagles Les Bowen,

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The ESPN Pro Football Encyclopedia Pete Palmer, Gary
Gillette, 2007 Presents the statistics of professional American football players, coaches, and teams
for each season from 1920-2006.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly: New England Patriots Sean
Glennon, 2008-09-01 Genuine fans take the best team moments with the less than great, and know
that the games that are best forgotten make the good moments truly shine. This monumental book of
the New England Patriots documents all the best moments and personalities in the history of the
team, but also unmasks the regrettably awful and the unflinchingly ugly. In entertaining—and
unsparing—fashion, this book sparkles with Patriots highlights and lowlights, from wonderful and




wacky memories to the famous and infamous. Such moments include the impressive Super Bowl
seasons but also the horrendous years in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Whether providing fond
memories, goose bumps, or laughs, this portrait of the team is sure to appeal to the fan who has
been through it all.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: How to Beat the Pro Football Pointspread Bobby Smith,
2008-10-28 This indispensable reference for football bettors covers every aspect of betting. Smith
teaches how to look at the game with the bettor's eye instead of the fan's, and explains his theories
on reasonable statistical expectations.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Tom Brady vs. the NFL Sean Glennon, 2016-09-15
Showcasing one of professional football's best players, this book spotlights the life and career of
gridiron great Tom Brady. More than just a biography, it relates Brady's story while also establishing
his prominent place in NFL history. By examining his skills and statistics in a variety of categories
and comparing him to other great quarterbacks—including Peyton Manning, Joe Montana, Bart
Starr, Johnny Unitas, Roger Staubach, Aaron Rodgers, and more—the guide makes a strong case for
Brady as football's best signal caller. Along the way, his best moments as a Patriot are revisited,
from championship seasons spanning from 2001 to 2015, to his favorite receivers, to his relationship
with legendary coach Bill Belichick and the Deflategate scandal in 2015. With detailed sidebars on
Brady's celebrity status, fashion sense, much-talked-about hair, and supermodel wife, this revised
and updated edition is a must-have for faithful New England fans and pro football buffs alike.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: If These Walls Could Talk: Denver Broncos Dave Logan,
Arnie Stapleton, John Elway, 2020-09-29 The man on the mic for countless memorable moments
from John Elway, Von Miller, Peyton Manning, and more, Dave Logan has lived and breathed Denver
Broncos football as the team's longtime play-by-play announcer. In If These Walls Could Talk:
Denver Broncos, Logan provides insight into the Broncos' inner sanctum as only he can.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2024 James Buckley, 2024-01-02
The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2023.Get up close
and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and more in this perfect
book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.

biggest blowouts in nfl history: Freezing Cold Takes: NFL Fred Segal, 2022-08-09 Sports
fans love holding media experts accountable for bad predictions. Since 2015, Fred Segal has
chronicled “unprophetic” sports predictions on the internet. His Freezing Cold Takes social media
pages feature quotes and predictions from members of the sports world that have aged poorly or
were, in hindsight, flat-out wrong. The pages have become a guilty pleasure for hundreds of
thousands of sports fans who love to see (okay, and mock in good humor) sports media’s infamous
“hot takes” that went cold. With this book, Segal focuses on the NFL, and provides a vast collection
of poorly aged predictions and analysis from NFL media members and personalities about some of
the most famous teams and players in the league’s history. He also explores ill-fated commentary
related to draft picks, hiring decisions, and some of the NFL’s most notable games. But this book is
not simply a list of quotes. It delves through content mined from internet archives and original
interviews with media, players, and coaches. Segal provides important background surrounding
each featured mistake to offer essential context as to why the ill-fated prediction was made as well
as why the personality who made the prediction is eating their words. Together, the fourteen
chapters—each spotlighting Freezing Cold Takes about a specific team or topic within a certain
defined period—create a wholly unique and endlessly entertaining lens through which to explore
NFL history. A few illustrative examples: (1987-94 San Francisco 49ers): “The 49ers should do
everyone a favor. Trade Steve Young. The myth. And the man.” (1989-93 Dallas Cowboys): “The
Vikings fleeced the Cowboys to get Herschel Walker” (2000 New England Patriots): The Patriots will
regret hiring Bill Belichick (2008 Green Bay Packers): Brian Brohm has more upside than Aaron
Rodgers (NFL Draft Picks): “The Dolphins could have had their next Dan Marino if they selected
Brady Quinn” (2007)
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