big nate i smell a pop quiz

big nate i smell a pop quiz is a popular title within the Big Nate series, a beloved
collection of graphic novels and comic strips created by Lincoln Peirce. The phrase
captures the humorous and relatable experiences of Nate Wright, a mischievous and
spirited middle schooler, as he navigates the ups and downs of school life, friendships, and
family. This article explores the significance of "Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" within the
series, delves into its plot and characters, and examines its appeal to readers of all ages.
Additionally, relevant themes, stylistic elements, and the impact of this installment on the
overall Big Nate franchise will be analyzed. Readers interested in school-related humor,
coming-of-age stories, and graphic novels will find this exploration valuable. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of the book's content, context, and cultural
resonance.
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Overview of Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz

"Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" is one of the many titles in the Big Nate series that captures
the humorous trials and tribulations of middle school life. This installment centers around
Nate Wright, a charismatic and often mischievous sixth grader, who frequently finds
himself in amusing and challenging situations. The title itself alludes to the anxiety and
unexpectedness of pop quizzes in school, a scenario many students can relate to. The book
combines witty dialogue, engaging illustrations, and a relatable storyline to create an
entertaining reading experience. It is part of a broader series that has garnered a
dedicated fan base due to its authentic portrayal of adolescence mixed with humor.

Context within the Big Nate Series

The Big Nate series, created by Lincoln Peirce, began as a comic strip before expanding
into graphic novels. "I Smell a Pop Quiz" fits seamlessly into the series by continuing to
explore Nate's school adventures. This book maintains the established tone of the series,



which balances humor with the everyday challenges of growing up. It serves both new
readers and longtime fans by offering fresh content while retaining familiar characters
and settings.

Target Audience

The book primarily targets middle-grade readers, typically aged 8 to 12, but its humor and
themes appeal to a wider audience including parents and educators. Its accessibility
through engaging illustrations and straightforward language makes it suitable for
reluctant readers and those developing their literacy skills. The school-centric scenarios
also provide relatable content that resonates with children navigating similar experiences.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The charm of "Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" is significantly driven by its cast of well-
developed characters. Each character plays a distinct role that contributes to the humor
and dynamics of the story. Understanding these characters enhances appreciation of the
narrative and its comedic elements.

Nate Wright

Nate Wright is the protagonist, known for his mischievous nature, quick wit, and creative
imagination. He often finds himself in humorous predicaments, particularly involving
schoolwork, friendships, and his attempts to avoid trouble. Nate’s perspective drives the
narrative, making his reactions to pop quizzes and other school events central to the
story’s humor.

Francis and Teddy

Francis and Teddy are Nate’s close friends who provide support and comic relief. Francis
is the more serious and intellectual member of the trio, often contrasting Nate’s
impulsiveness. Teddy adds to the group dynamic with his easygoing and humorous
personality. Together, they represent a typical middle school friendship.

Teachers and Family

Teachers, especially Mr. Galvin and Mrs. Godfrey, contribute to the school environment
and are often the source of the titular pop quizzes and other challenges. Nate’s family
members also appear throughout the series, adding layers to his character and offering
insight into his life outside school.



Plot Summary and Key Events

The narrative of "Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" revolves around the unexpected challenges
Nate faces in school, particularly the anxiety-inducing pop quizzes that test his knowledge
and patience. The story unfolds through a series of humorous episodes that highlight
Nate’s attempts to navigate academic pressures and social situations.

Introduction to the Pop Quiz

The story opens with Nate’s suspicion that a pop quiz is imminent, setting the tone of
tension mixed with humor. His various strategies to avoid or prepare for the quiz create
entertaining scenarios that showcase his personality.

School Adventures and Mishaps

Throughout the book, Nate encounters several humorous mishaps, including
misunderstandings with teachers, interactions with classmates, and attempts to outsmart
the system. These episodes build on the central theme of school life unpredictability.

Resolution and Outcomes

By the end of the narrative, Nate learns valuable lessons about responsibility, friendship,
and resilience. While the pop quiz remains a significant event, the story emphasizes
personal growth and the importance of humor in facing challenges.

Themes and Messages

"Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" conveys multiple themes relevant to its target audience.
These themes contribute to the book’s lasting appeal and educational value, making it
more than just a source of entertainment.

Dealing with School Anxiety

The anxiety surrounding unexpected tests and academic pressure is a central theme.
Nate’s exaggerated reactions provide comic relief while also reflecting real emotions
experienced by students. This theme helps normalize such feelings and encourages coping
strategies.

Friendship and Social Interaction

The importance of friendship is highlighted throughout the book. Nate’s relationships with
his friends demonstrate loyalty, support, and the occasional conflict typical of middle
school dynamics. These interactions underscore themes of empathy and cooperation.



Humor as a Coping Mechanism

Humor permeates the narrative and serves as a tool for Nate to deal with difficulties. The
use of jokes, comic illustrations, and lighthearted situations emphasizes the role of
laughter in overcoming stress and adversity.

Art Style and Presentation

The visual style of "Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" plays a crucial role in its storytelling and
reader engagement. The combination of text and illustrations creates a dynamic reading
experience that appeals to diverse learning styles.

Illustrations and Comic Strip Format

The book features bold, expressive drawings that capture Nate’s emotions and actions
vividly. The comic strip format, including speech bubbles and panels, enhances pacing and
humor. This style makes complex emotions accessible and entertaining for young readers.

Typography and Layout

Playful typography and varied font sizes highlight key phrases and emphasize comedic
timing. The layout balances text and images effectively, ensuring readability and visual
interest throughout the book.

Reception and Impact

"Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" has been well received by both critics and readers. Its
relatability, humor, and engaging format have contributed to its popularity within the
middle-grade literature market.

Critical Acclaim

Reviews often praise the book for its authentic portrayal of middle school life and its
ability to entertain while addressing real issues. The humor and art style receive particular
commendation for appealing to reluctant readers and fostering a love of reading.

Educational Use

Educators have incorporated the Big Nate series, including "I Smell a Pop Quiz," into
classroom reading lists to promote literacy and discussion about school experiences. The
book’s accessible content and engaging presentation support reading comprehension and
social-emotional learning.



Why Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz Resonates with
Readers

The enduring popularity of "Big Nate I Smell a Pop Quiz" can be attributed to several
factors that make it a standout title within the genre of graphic novels for children.

Relatability and Authenticity

Nate’s experiences mirror those of many students, making the story highly relatable. The
authentic depiction of school life, friendships, and family dynamics creates a connection
with readers that extends beyond entertainment.

Balance of Humor and Life Lessons

The book skillfully balances humor with meaningful messages about responsibility,
resilience, and empathy. This combination ensures that readers are both entertained and
encouraged to reflect on their own experiences.

Engaging Visual Storytelling

The appealing art style and comic format make the book accessible and enjoyable,
especially for visual learners and reluctant readers. The graphics complement the
narrative, enhancing comprehension and retention.

Relatable protagonist and school scenarios

Humorous yet educational content

Dynamic illustrations and comic design

Positive reception by critics and educators

Support for literacy and social-emotional learning

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz'?

The book follows Nate Wright as he navigates middle school challenges, including a
surprise pop quiz that throws his usual confidence into question.



Who is the author of 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz'?

Lincoln Peirce is the author of 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz.'

What genre does 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz' belong
to?

It is a children's graphic novel and comedy, part of the Big Nate series.

What themes are explored in 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop
Quiz'?

The book explores themes of friendship, school life, dealing with unexpected challenges,
and self-confidence.

Is 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz' suitable for all ages?

The book is primarily targeted towards middle-grade readers, generally ages 8 to 12, but
can be enjoyed by readers of all ages who like humor and comics.

Are there any notable characters besides Nate in 'Big
Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz'?

Yes, characters like Francis, Teddy, Gina, and Mrs. Godfrey play important roles
throughout the story.

Has 'Big Nate: I Smell a Pop Quiz' received any awards
or recognition?

While specific awards for this title may vary, the Big Nate series as a whole has been
praised for its humor and appeal to young readers.

Additional Resources

1. Big Nate: In a Class by Himself

Nate Wright is back with his signature humor and misadventures in school. This book
follows Nate as he navigates the challenges of middle school, from dealing with teachers
to competing with his classmates. Filled with funny comics and relatable situations, it’s a
perfect read for fans of the Big Nate series.

2. Big Nate: Blasts Off

In this installment, Nate tries to avoid trouble but somehow lands himself in even more
chaotic situations. His attempts to stay out of detention are hilariously unsuccessful. The
story combines Nate’s witty commentary with comic strips that highlight his school life
and friendships.



3. Big Nate: On a Roll

Nate aims to win the school’s talent show but faces stiff competition and unexpected
obstacles. His determination and humorous antics make this a fun and engaging read. The
book captures the ups and downs of middle school life through Nate’s unique perspective.

4. Big Nate: Lives It Up

Nate tries to make the most of his summer vacation, but trouble seems to follow him
everywhere. From family outings to neighborhood adventures, Nate’s humor shines
through every page. This book is filled with laughs and relatable moments for middle-
grade readers.

5. Big Nate: What Could Possibly Go Wrong?

Nate’s plans often backfire, and this book is no exception. He tackles school projects,
friendships, and rivalries with his usual blend of confidence and comic misfortune. The
lively illustrations and witty writing make it a delightful read.

6. Big Nate: Say Goodbye to Dork City

Nate tries to reinvent himself and shed his “dork” label, but old habits die hard. His
humorous struggles with popularity, schoolwork, and family keep readers entertained.
This book offers an amusing look at the challenges of fitting in during middle school.

7. Big Nate: Flips Out

When Nate takes on the school newspaper, he finds himself in the middle of hilarious
controversies and wild stories. His eagerness to report the truth often leads to unintended
chaos. The blend of comic strips and narrative makes this a dynamic and enjoyable book.

8. Big Nate: Going Big

Nate faces new adventures and challenges as he tries to make a big impression at school.
His over-the-top schemes and humorous failures provide plenty of laughs. This book
continues the tradition of blending Nate’s comic strip antics with engaging storytelling.

9. Big Nate: The Crowd Goes Wild!

Nate’s involvement in school sports leads to a series of funny and unexpected events.
Whether he’s playing basketball or cheering from the sidelines, Nate’s humor and
determination come through. This title is a great choice for readers who enjoy sports
mixed with comedy.
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Nate Wright is the star of Big Nate, the daily and Sunday comic strip and a favorite middle-grade
book character. Nate is 11 years old, four-and-a-half feet tall, and the all-time record holder for
detentions in school history. He's a self-described genius and sixth grade Renaissance Man. Nate,
who lives with his dad and older sister, enjoys pestering his family and teachers with his sarcasm.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate Lincoln Peirce, 2008 How would you like to be 11 years
old, four and a half feet tall, and the all time record holder for detentions in school history? That
distinction belongs to Nate Wright, the self described genius, sixth-grade Renaissance Man and star
of his own comic strip, Big Nate. Equipped with only a No. 2 pencil and the unshakable belief that he
is No. 1, Nate fights a daily battle against overzealous teachers, undercooked cafeteria food and all
around conventionality. He's the original rebel without a clue, alternately abrasive and endearing to
classmates and teachers alike. Nate blazes an unforgettable trail through the sixth grade at P.S. 38,
earning straight A's in laughs along the way.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate: Great Minds Think Alike Lincoln Peirce, 2014-04-01
Nate Wright is a wisecracking 11-year-old who knows he's destined for greatness. Nate's a
sixth-grade chess prodigy, a self-described genius, and the all-time record holder for detentions in
school history. He's often in hot water with his teachers and classmates, but Nate's winning
personality and can-do attitude always make him a big hit with readers.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate: Pray for a Fire Drill Lincoln Peirce, 2013-06-11 Big
Nate, who is always notoriously unprepared for class, turns to divine intervention to spare him!
Aspiring cartoonist Nate Wright is the star of Big Nate, the daily and Sunday comic strip. As a
popular middle-grade book character, Nate is 11 years old, four-and-a-half feet tall, and the all-time
record holder for detentions in school history. He's a self-described genius and sixth grade
Renaissance Man. Nate, who lives with his dad and older sister, enjoys pestering his family and
teachers with his sarcasm.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate: Dibs on This Chair Lincoln Peirce, 2013-06-11 Leave it
to Big Nate to stake his claim on anything in reach! Aspiring cartoonist Nate Wright is the star of
Big Nate, the daily and Sunday comic strip. As a popular middle-grade book character, Nate is 11
years old, four-and-a-half feet tall, and the all-time record holder for detentions in school history.
He's a self-described genius and sixth grade Renaissance Man. Nate, who lives with his dad and
older sister, enjoys pestering his family and teachers with his sarcasm.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: American Newspaper Comics Allan Holtz, 2012 The most
comprehensive guide to U.S. newspaper comics ever published

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate - True or False? G Whiz, 2014-04-25 Take the sample
quiz below: True or False? Peirce got interested with reading comics when he found the piles of
PEANUTS books at his father's friend's house and he tried to copy all drawing in those books. True
or False? Nate Wright is a sweet and gentle person who is always involved in conflicts. True or
False? Peirce's cartoonist idol was Charles Schulz, however, he has never met him. Do you know the
answers to the questions above? Are you a fan of Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce? Would you like to have
hours of entertainment and fun about the book you love? If you've answered yes to any question
above, get ready for a hip-new series that bring you FUN and EDUCATION at the same time! Gather
around with family and friends and challenge one another with a series of questions ranging from
easy to difficult levels and see who wins! Submit your Quiz Game scores via Google Forms for a
chance to be ranked on 'G whiz Spotlights' and hop on the Wall of Contributors! It's safe and fun for
the whole family! Acts as an incredible reading guide. Helps to know not only about the books but
the authors as well. - Marilin A. “Get ready for fun, down-to-earth, and amazing facts that keep you
laughing & learning! Tips & Tricks to Enhance Reading Experience ¢ Enter G Whiz after your
favorite title to see if publication exists! ie) Harry Potter G Whiz ¢ Enter G Whiz 101 to search for
entire catalogue! ¢ Collect Stars redeemable for books with every correct answer! ¢ Participate in
priority events by joining G Whiz Crew! ¢ Submit a review for G Whiz trilogy sets and hop on the
Wall of Contributors! DISCLAIMER: This work is a derivative work not to be confused with the
original title. It is a quiz game book designed to enrich appreciation of the original title through




entertainment and education. It is unofficial and unauthorized, and no content shall be deemed
authoritative nor used for citation purposes. All questions come with source URLs for further
reading and enjoyment. Refined and tested for quality, we provide a 100% satisfaction guarantee or
your money back.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Summary of Big Nate: A Good Old-Fashioned Wedgie: Trivia/Quiz
for Fans Whizbooks, 2018-10-08 Summary of Big Nate: A Good Old-Fashioned Wedgie by Lincoln
Peirce: Trivia/Quiz for Fans Features You'll Discover Inside: - A comprehensive guide to aid in
discussion and discovery - 30 multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters, and author -
Insightful resource for teachers, groups, or individuals - Keep track of scores with results to
determine fan status - Share with other book fans and readers for mutual enjoyment Disclaimer: This
is an unofficial summary, analysis and trivia book to enhance a reader's experience to books they
already love and appreciate. We encourage our readers to purchase the original book first before
downloading this companion book for your enjoyment.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate - Trivia King! G Whiz, 2014-05-26 Take the sample
quiz below: Big Nate is both illustrated and written by? Big Nate appears as the first cartoon in the
comics section every Sunday for what newspaper? What genre does this series belong to? Do you
know the answers to the questions above? Have you read Big Nate byLincoln Peirce? Would you like
to have hours of entertainment about the book you love? If you've answered yes to any question
above, get ready for a hip-new series that bring you FUN and EDUCATION at once! Gather around
with family and friends and challenge one another with a series of questions ranging from easy to
difficult levels and see who wins! Submit your Quiz Game scores via Google Forms for a chance to
be ranked on 'G whiz Spotlights' and hop on the Wall of Contributors! It's safe and fun for the whole
family! Acts as an incredible reading guide. Helps to know not only about the books but the authors
as well. - Marilin A. “Get ready for fun, down-to-earth, and amazing facts that keep you laughing &
learning! G Whiz 10/10 Keiona - I love sports 10/10 Krista - Love books 9/10 Penelope Hunt - Reader
from Lima, Ohio 9/10 Callie - Perfect 9/10 Angie - Bookworm and LOVER of TFIOS Tips & Tricks to
Enhance Reading Experience ¢ Enter G Whiz after your favorite title to see if publication exists! ie)
Harry Potter G Whiz « Enter G Whiz 101 to search for entire catalogue!  Collect Stars redeemable
for books with every correct answer! ¢ Participate in priority events by joining G Whiz Crew! e
Submit a review for G Whiz trilogy sets and hop on the Wall of Contributors! DISCLAIMER: This
work is an derivative work not to be confused with the original title. It is a collection of facts from
reputable sources generally known to the public with source URLs for further reading and
enjoyment. It is unofficial and unaffiliated with respective parties of the original title in any way. Due
to the nature of research, no content shall be deemed authoritative nor used for citation purposes.
Refined and tested for quality, we provide a 100% satisfaction guarantee or your money back.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate: A Novel by Lincoln Peirce (Trivia-on-Books)
Trivion Books, 2016-09-07 Trivia-on-Book: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce Take the challenge yourself
and share it with friends and family for a time of fun! You may have read the book, but not have liked
it. You may have liked the book, but not be a fan. You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are
you a fan? Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students,
and fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the
challenge yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books
provides a unique approach to Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce that is both insightful and educational!
Features You'll Find Inside: * 30 Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author
¢ Insightful commentary to answer every question * Complementary quiz material for yourself or
your reading group * Results provided with scores to determine status Promising quality and value,
come play your trivia of a favorite book!

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate - True or False? & Trivia King! G Whiz, 2014-05-21 Get
the bundle package of your favorite G Whiz titles and save! Did you know Big Nate was actually the
nickname he gave his older brother while they were growing up? Or did you know Big Nate books
have been on the New York Times Bestseller list for more than a year and also appear in 200



newspapers in the U.S? What are the amazing facts of Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce? Do you know the
answers to the questions above? Laugh and learn with 101 Amazing Facts and take the True or
False? or Trivia King Quiz Game Books to challenge yourself to a round of trivia ! For the first time,
G Whiz Books is now available in bundle packages, bringing you FUN and EDUCATION
simultaneously that is safe for the whole family. Tips & Tricks to Enhance Reading Experience
Enter G Whiz after your favorite title to see if publication exists! ie) Book Name G Whiz ¢ Enter G
Whiz Books to search for entire catalogue! * Look for the bundle packages and trilogy sets for deals
and save! ¢ Submit a review to join G Whiz Crew and the Wall of Contributors! “Get ready for fun,
down-to-earth, and amazing facts that keep you laughing & learning! - G Whiz DISCLAIMER: This
work is a derivative work not to be confused with the original title. It is a collection of facts from
reputable sources generally known to the public with source URLs for further reading. It is unofficial
and unaffiliated with respective parties of the original title in any way. Due to the nature of research,
no content shall be deemed authoritative nor be used for citation purposes. Refined and tested for
quality, we provide a 100% satisfaction guarantee or your money back.

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce (Trivia-On-Books) Trivia-on-Books
Staff, 2015-08-10 Trivia-on-Book: Big Nate by Lincoln PeirceYou may have read the book, but not
have liked it.You may have liked the book, but not be a fan.You may call yourself a fan, but few truly
are. Are you?Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers,
students, and fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take
the challenge yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books
provides a unique approach that is both insightful and educational!Features You'll Find Inside:* 30
Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author* Insightful commentary to
answer every question* Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading group* Results
provided with scores to determine statusPromising quality and value, come grab your copy of
Trivia-on-Books!

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Trivia-On-Books - Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce Trivion Books,
2016-07-07 Trivia-on-Book: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce Take the challenge yourself and share it with
friends and family for a time of fun! You may have read the book, but not have liked it. You may have
liked the book, but not be a fan. You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are you a fan?
Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students, and fans
alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the challenge
yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a
unique approach to Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce that is both insightful and educational! Features
You'll Find Inside: - 30 Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author -
Insightful commentary to answer every question - Complementary quiz material for yourself or your
reading group - Results provided with scores to determine status Promising quality and value, come
play your trivia of a favorite book!

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Trivia: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce (Trivia-On-Books) Trivion
Books, 2016-12-21 Trivia-on-Book: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce Take the challenge yourself and share
it with friends and family for a time of fun! You may have read the book, but not have liked it. You
may have liked the book, but not be a fan. You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are you a
fan? Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students, and
fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the challenge
yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a
unique approach to Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce that is both insightful and educational! Features
You'll Find Inside: * 30 Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author *
Insightful commentary to answer every question * Complementary quiz material for yourself or your
reading group * Results provided with scores to determine status Promising quality and value, come
play your trivia of a favorite book!!

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce (Trivia-On-Book) Triviaon Books,
2015-10-08 Trivia-on-Book: Big Nate by Lincoln PeirceYou may have read the book, but not have




liked it.You may have liked the book, but not be a fan.You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are.
Are you?Trivia-on-Books is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students,
and fans alike. Whether you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the
challenge yourself and share it with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books
provides a unique approach that is both insightful and educational!Features You'll Find Inside:* 30
Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author* Insightful commentary to
answer every question* Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading group* Results
provided with scores to determine statusPromising quality and value, come grab your copy of
Trivia-on-Books!

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate Lincoln Peirce, 2013-06-01

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate Laugh-o-rama , 2014

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate - 8 Book Boxed Set Lincoln Peirce, 2014-08-01

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Nate Lincoln Peirce, 2010-10-19 Collects daily and Sunday Big
Nate comic strips featuring sixth-grader and self-proclaimed genius Nate Wright as he wages a daily
battle against overzealous teachers, undercooked cafeteria food, and conventionality in general

big nate i smell a pop quiz: Big Box of Comics Lincoln Peirce, 2014
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