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biggest comeback in pga history moments are etched into the fabric of professional golf,
showcasing resilience, skill, and mental toughness on one of the sport’s grandest stages. These
incredible turnarounds define not only careers but also inspire fans worldwide by demonstrating that
no lead is insurmountable. The PGA Tour, home to the world’s elite golfers, has witnessed numerous
dramatic comebacks, each with its unique story of perseverance. This article delves into the most
remarkable of these moments, highlighting the largest deficits overcome to claim victory. From
historic major championships to thrilling regular tour events, understanding these comebacks reveals
the essence of competitive golf at its finest. The discussion will cover notable players, key
tournaments, and the circumstances that made these comebacks unforgettable.
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Overview of Comebacks in PGA History
The PGA Tour has been the stage for many dramatic shifts in momentum, with players overturning
significant deficits to secure victory. The biggest comeback in PGA history is often measured by the
number of strokes a player was behind at a certain point and then overcame to win a tournament.
These comebacks demonstrate not only technical skill but also psychological fortitude, as players
must remain composed under immense pressure.

Comebacks can occur at any point in a tournament, but the most thrilling are those that happen in
the final rounds or even on the last holes. They often involve overcoming double-digit deficits, which
requires consistent birdies, capitalizing on opponents’ mistakes, and maintaining focus. The history of
the PGA is rich with such moments, each contributing to the lore and excitement of professional golf.

Definition and Significance of a Comeback
A comeback in golf typically refers to a player making up a substantial stroke deficit against the field,
especially in the tournament's closing stages. The significance lies in the difficulty of such feats, as
golf is a game of precision where pressure can easily lead to errors. Successful comebacks highlight a
player's ability to perform under pressure and adapt to course conditions and competition.

Historical Context of Big Comebacks
Throughout PGA history, comebacks have been celebrated as some of the most exciting moments in
sports. They illustrate that golf is unpredictable and that perseverance can change the outcome even
in seemingly hopeless situations. Understanding the historical context helps appreciate the



magnitude of these achievements and the evolution of competitive golf.

Record-Breaking Comebacks in Major Championships
Major championships represent the pinnacle of golf, and comebacks in these tournaments are
especially memorable due to the high stakes and global attention. The biggest comeback in PGA
history often refers to the largest deficit overcome in a major, and several examples stand out for
their dramatic nature and impact.

Ben Hogan’s 11-Stroke Comeback at the 1942 Hale America
Open
Though not officially classified as a major, the 1942 Hale America Open is notable for Ben Hogan’s
remarkable 11-stroke comeback, which many consider one of the greatest in golf history. Hogan’s
performance under pressure demonstrated his legendary skill and mental toughness.

Tiger Woods’ Historic Comeback at the 1997 Masters
Tiger Woods’ victory at the 1997 Masters was not a comeback from an extremely large deficit but
marked a turning point in golf history with dominant play. However, his later comebacks, such as the
2019 Masters, where he overcame personal and physical challenges, also stand as iconic moments of
resilience.

Other Significant Major Comebacks
The PGA Championship and U.S. Open have also witnessed notable comebacks. For example, in the
1998 PGA Championship, Vijay Singh overcame a seven-shot deficit to claim victory, showcasing the
difficulty and excitement of overcoming large deficits in majors.

Notable Comebacks on the PGA Tour
Beyond the majors, the PGA Tour features numerous tournaments where players have mounted
impressive comebacks. These moments are celebrated for their dramatic tension and the
demonstration of elite skill under pressure.

Paul Lawrie’s 10-Stroke Comeback at the 1999 Open
Championship
Paul Lawrie’s stunning 10-stroke comeback at the 1999 Open Championship remains one of the
largest in major history. Entering the final round well behind the leaders, Lawrie’s consistent play and
the collapse of others allowed him to capture the title in a historic turnaround.

Chip Beck’s Final Round Surge
Chip Beck’s comeback efforts in various PGA Tour events illustrate how strategic play and mental
resilience can help players make up ground late in tournaments, even without overcoming record
deficits.



List of Some Biggest PGA Tour Comebacks

Paul Lawrie – 10 strokes (1999 Open Championship)

Ben Hogan – 11 strokes (1942 Hale America Open)

Vijay Singh – 7 strokes (1998 PGA Championship)

Greg Norman – 7 strokes (1996 Masters Tournament)

Nick Price – 8 strokes (1994 PGA Championship)

Factors Contributing to Successful PGA Comebacks
Several factors contribute to the ability of a golfer to mount a significant comeback during a PGA Tour
event or major championship. These elements interplay to create the conditions necessary for a
player to overcome large deficits.

Mental Toughness and Focus
Golf demands exceptional mental resilience, particularly when trailing by multiple strokes. Players
who maintain focus, manage stress, and stay positive increase their chances of mounting a successful
comeback. The ability to block out distractions and remain present is crucial.

Course Management and Strategy
Effective course management plays a vital role in comebacks. Players must adjust their strategies to
maximize scoring opportunities while minimizing risks. This includes choosing when to play
aggressively for birdies and when to play conservatively to avoid costly mistakes.

Physical Conditioning and Stamina
Endurance is essential in golf, especially during four-round tournaments. Physical conditioning helps
players maintain their swing mechanics and concentration throughout the event, providing an
advantage in the closing stages when others may tire.

External Factors
Weather conditions, course setup, and the performance of competitors also influence the likelihood of
a comeback. Changes in wind, rain, or pin placements can create scoring opportunities or challenges
that affect leaderboard dynamics.

Memorable Players Known for Big Comebacks
Certain PGA Tour players have earned reputations for their remarkable ability to stage comebacks.
Their careers are defined by moments when they've overcome adversity to win tournaments against



the odds.

Phil Mickelson
Phil Mickelson is renowned for his aggressive style and clutch performances. His numerous come-
from-behind victories highlight his ability to perform under pressure and execute shots that shift
momentum in his favor.

Tiger Woods
Tiger Woods’ career features multiple dramatic comebacks, including his recovery from injuries and
personal struggles culminating in his 2019 Masters victory. His mental toughness and competitive
drive make him a symbol of resilience in golf.

Greg Norman
Greg Norman’s career includes impressive comebacks, often marked by his ability to dominate rounds
late in tournaments. Though sometimes remembered for near misses, his capacity for late surges
remains noteworthy.

List of Players Known for Big Comebacks

Ben Hogan

Paul Lawrie

Phil Mickelson

Tiger Woods

Vijay Singh

Greg Norman

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest comeback in PGA Tour
history?
The biggest comeback in PGA Tour history is often attributed to Paul Lawrie's victory at the 1999
Open Championship, where he overcame a 10-shot deficit in the final round to win.



Who holds the record for the largest final round comeback in
a major PGA tournament?
Paul Lawrie holds the record for the largest final round comeback in a major PGA tournament,
overcoming a 10-shot deficit to win the 1999 Open Championship.

Has anyone come back from more than 10 strokes to win on
the PGA Tour?
No player has come back from more than a 10-stroke deficit to win a PGA Tour event; Paul Lawrie's
10-shot comeback at the 1999 Open Championship is the largest known.

What was Tiger Woods' biggest comeback in PGA Tour
history?
Tiger Woods' biggest comeback came at the 2019 Masters, where he overcame an 11-shot deficit
during the tournament to win his 15th major.

Are there examples of significant comebacks in PGA Tour
playoff scenarios?
Yes, notable comebacks in playoffs include players overcoming deficits in the final holes to force and
win playoffs, but the largest stroke-based comeback remains Paul Lawrie's 10-shot rally.

How do comebacks impact the legacy of PGA Tour players?
Big comebacks demonstrate resilience and mental toughness, often enhancing a player's legacy by
showcasing their ability to perform under pressure and overcome adversity.

Additional Resources
1. The Miracle on the Green: The Greatest Comeback in PGA History
This book chronicles the incredible story of a golfer who defied all odds to stage the biggest
comeback in PGA history. Through detailed recounting of each round, the author captures the tension,
skill, and determination that defined this historic moment. Readers gain insight into the mental and
physical challenges faced by the player and the significance of the victory in the world of professional
golf.

2. From Last Place to Legend: Inside the PGA's Most Unbelievable Comeback
Exploring a stunning turnaround in a major PGA tournament, this book delves into the strategies and
mindset that fueled the comeback. It offers an in-depth analysis of the key shots and pivotal moments
that shifted momentum. The narrative also highlights the personal journey of the golfer, making it a
compelling story of resilience and grit.

3. Breaking Par and Breaking Records: The PGA Comeback That Changed Golf
This title examines the comeback that not only won a tournament but also set new records in PGA
history. The author provides a play-by-play account, enriched with interviews from players, coaches,



and commentators. The book celebrates the determination and skill that turned a seemingly lost
cause into an unforgettable victory.

4. Against All Odds: The Greatest PGA Comeback Ever Told
Detailing the remarkable comeback in PGA history, this book highlights the emotional and physical
hurdles overcome by the player. It includes behind-the-scenes stories and personal reflections that
reveal the human side of professional golf. The author emphasizes how this comeback inspired fans
and fellow athletes alike.

5. The Final Round: Triumph and Tenacity in PGA History's Biggest Comeback
Focusing on the climactic final round, this book captures the intensity and drama of the biggest
comeback in PGA history. It narrates the pivotal shots and strategic decisions that defined the
tournament’s conclusion. Readers are given a front-row seat to the unfolding drama that led to an
extraordinary victory.

6. Chasing Victory: The Story of the PGA's Most Dramatic Comeback
This book tells the gripping story of a golfer who clawed back from the brink of defeat to claim an
iconic win. Through vivid storytelling and expert analysis, it explores the mental toughness and skill
required for such a feat. The narrative also touches on the impact this comeback had on the player’s
career and legacy.

7. Unstoppable: The PGA Comeback That Shook the Golfing World
Highlighting one of the most stunning reversals in PGA history, this book captures the energy and
excitement of the comeback. It includes detailed accounts of key moments and the reactions from
fans and commentators. The author also discusses how this event changed perceptions of what is
possible in golf.

8. Beyond the Fairway: The Incredible PGA Comeback Story
This title explores the personal and professional challenges behind the biggest comeback in PGA
history. Through interviews and archival research, the author paints a full picture of the player’s
journey. The book inspires readers with themes of perseverance, courage, and passion for the game.

9. Legacy of a Champion: The Biggest Comeback in PGA Tournament History
Focusing on the lasting impact of the greatest PGA comeback, this book examines how the victory
influenced the sport and future generations of golfers. It includes reflections from the champion and
contemporaries, offering a comprehensive view of the event’s significance. The narrative honors the
spirit of competition and the power of never giving up.
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rewarding moments in the sport. Chronologically, the book starts off with Tommy Bolt, who
out-dueled Gary Player to win the 1958 US Open, and ends with a stirring account of the historic
1999 Ryder Cup from Hal Sutton. The highlights include the greatest days of Nicklaus, Palmer,
Player, and in addition to the Big Three, the book also includes first-person accounts from great
golfers such as Ray Floyd, Hal Irwin, Nick Price, and Tom Lehman, as well as groundbreaking
moments from pioneers like Lee Elder and Calvin Peete. Elder recounts first victory as it allowed
him to be the first person of color to play in the Masters. Virtually every player in the collection has
won at least one major, and most either were or are stars on the PGA tour. To round out the
collection, the greatest days of colorful characters like Chi Chi Rodriguez and Jerry Pate add humor
and warmth to this memorable book. My Greatest Day in Golf ends up being not only a fantastic
collection of stories but also a history of golf. With its insider's look into the world of golf, this book
is a must-have for all golf fans.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Outrun the Bear Benno Kurvits, 2018-11-06 Sports are a
microcosm of life. They provide goals to be achieved and obstacles to be overcome, they yield their
share of joy and pain, and they’re a stage upon which the best and worst of humanity is displayed.
They are also a gift of God, one that can be either treasured or abused. In this book, you will: Learn
how to fit your sports pursuits into the larger context of life in a healthy way. Be encouraged to
reflect on the presence and blessing of God in your sports endeavours. Be challenged to participate
in sports in such a way as to bring glory to God. Learn how to change to become more of the athlete
and person you want to become. Drawing from a lifetime in sports and over a decade as a pastor,
Benno Kurvits shares his wealth of experience in Outrun the Bear, showing that there is a way for us
to enjoy sports, and to seek to excel at them, while honouring both God and our fellow man in the
process.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Miracle at Medinah: Europe's Amazing Ryder Cup
Comeback Oliver Holt, 2012-11-22 Golf fans will not forget the 39th Ryder Cup in a hurry. Staged at
the Medinah Country Club just outside of Chicago, the 2012 event has already gone down as the
most remarkable competition in its 85-year history. The American team had home advantage, and a
golf course unapologetically set up to suit its own players. Supported by tens of thousands of loud
and proud fans, the USA's star-studded line-up dominated the first two days and ended the Saturday
with a seemingly unassailable 10-6 advantage. No away team had ever won the Ryder Cup from such
an unpromising position. Sunday was singles day, traditionally the forte of American teams. The
situation looked bleak, especially when European team member and number 1 golfer in the world,
Rory McIlroy, very nearly missed his tee-off time. Yet slowly but surely, the European team - who
had top-loaded their line-up in one last throw of the dice - started to turn the scoreboard blue. With
inspirational captain Jose Maria Olazabal stiring European blood with thoughts of the late Ryder Cup
magician Seve Ballesteros (whose silhouette was emblazoned on the players' sweaters and bags), the
tide turned and the previously dominant American players started to crumble in the face of the
onslaught. Suddenly European players were holing miraculous putts to win holes out of the blue.
Something very special was happening. When German Martin Kaymer sank his putt on the
eighteenth green to clinch the point that retained the Ryder Cup, the most astonishing comeback in
the event's long and distinuished history was complete. Miracle at Medinah is the compelling
narrative of those amazing three days in Illinois, a fitting chronicle of an unbelievable sporting story.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Best of Golf Publications International, Limited, 2005
Includes brief biographies of golfers (such as: Nancy Lopez, Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Tiger
Toods and more), brief overviews of courses (such as: the National, Pebble Beach, and more), as well
as memorable moments in golf history (such as: best tournaments, best rounds, longest drivers,
etc.).
  biggest comeback in pga history: The New York Times Encyclopedia of Sports: Golf Gene
Brown, 1979 Traces the history of various indoor and outdoor sports as presented in articles
appearing in the New York Times.
  biggest comeback in pga history: GOLF: Career Money Leaders Pradeep Thakur,



  biggest comeback in pga history: The Last Stand of Payne Stewart Kevin Robbins,
2019-10-08 From award-winning sports writer Kevin Robbins, discover the story of legendary golfer
Payne Stewart, focusing on his last year in the PGA Tour in 1999, which tragically culminated in a
fatal air disaster that transpired publicly on televisions across the country. Forever remembered as
one of the most dramatic storylines in the history of golf, Payne Stewart's legendary career was
bookended by a dramatic comeback and a shocking, tragic end. Here, Robbins brings Stewart's story
vividly to life. Written off as a pompous showman past the prime of his career, Stewart emerged
from a long slump in the unforgettable season of 1999 to capture the U.S. Open and play on the
victorious U.S. Ryder Cup team. He appeared to be a new man that summer: wiser, deeper, and on
the verge of a new level of greatness. Then his journey to redemption ended in October, when his
chartered Learjet flew aimlessly for more than a thousand miles, ran out of fuel, and fell to earth in a
prairie in South Dakota. His death marked the end of an era, one made up of shotmakers who played
the game with artistry, guile, finesse, and heart. Behind them were Tiger Woods, David Duval, Phil
Mickelson, and other young players whose power and strength changed the PGA Tour forever. With
exclusive access to Stewart's friends, family, and onetime colleagues, Kevin Robbins provides a
long-overdue portrait of one of golf's greats in one of golf's greatest seasons. Winner of the USGA
Herbert Warren Wind Book Award
  biggest comeback in pga history: Harvard Beats Yale 29-29 Barry Wilner, Ken Rappoport,
2007-10-04 When Harvard came back from a 16-point deficit with less than a minute to go to tie Yale
in their now-famous 1968 gridiron tilt, the headline in the Harvard Crimson the following Monda
proudly boasted, Harvard Beats Yale, 29-29. This and nineteen other improbable comebacks are the
subjects of Wilner and Rappoport's latest volume of extraordinary achievements from the world of
sports, and include the 1914 miracle Braves, Billy Casper's incredible rally to beat Arnold Palmer in
the 1966 U.S. Open, the New York Giants' magical playoff run in 1951, and others. Also included are
sidebars on individual athletes whose combacks included overcoming disease (i.e. Lance Armstrong)
and reviving a career (i.e. Michael Jordan and Muhammad Ali).
  biggest comeback in pga history: The Golfer of the Decade on the Pga Tour Holanda Ray
Holanda, Ray Holanda, 2010-02 The Golfer of the Decade is a prize that has never been awarded,
even though the Golfer of the Century was so honored. This book tells the story of the PGA Tour as a
battle between the greatest golfers of the game for the prize of The Golfer of the Decade throughout
its history. I define The Golfer of the Decade as that golfer who won the most tournaments on the
PGA Tour in each calendar decade. In case of tie, the winner would be that golfer, among those tied,
who won the most majors. The year 2006 was the 90th anniversary of the PGA Tour and the 10th
anniversary of Tiger Woods's membership on the PGA Tour. This book provides an opportunity to
compare the accomplishments of Tiger Woods with the greatest players in the game who preceded
him. This book is not only about Walter Hagen, Paul Runyan, Ben Hogan, Sam Snead, Arnold
Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, Nick Price, and Tiger Woods. It is also about the battles they
fought and the players with whom they competed to earn the title of The Golfer of the Decade on the
PGA Tour.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Who's Better, Who's Best in Golf? Elliott Kalb,
2006-04-14 Extremely thoughtful, well-researched . . . now may the great debate begin. A win for the
ages! --Jim Nantz, CBS Sports Think you know the legends of the links? Try playing a round with Mr.
Stats. Has Tiger Woods already achieved enough to surpass Jack Nicklaus? Where does Harry
Vardon fit in among the all-time greats? Is the legendary Bobby Jones actually the most overrated
golf legend? Was Mickey Wright the best female golfer of all time or would Annika Sorenstam wipe
up the fairway with her? The absolute authority in armchair athletes’ disputes, Elliott Kalb uses his
well-formed opinions and uncanny sports knowledge to shake up the gentlemanly game of golf.
Shooting the breeze with experts and players in a heated discussion of pressure-packed putts and
nail-chomping championships, he gives you his ultimate ranking of the top 50 golfers of all time.
Kalb crosses generational lines, explores technological improvements in equipment, and examines
differing levels of competition to answer the most provocative question in golf: Who’s the best?



  biggest comeback in pga history: Golf List Mania! Len Shapiro, Ed Sherman, 2011-04-26
From Best Courses to Biggest Chokes, Most Underrated to Worst-Dressed Golfers, Golf List Mania!
includes 120 lists that will inform and entertain. Includes contributions by personalities including
Jack Nicklaus, David Feherty, and more, plus a Foreword by Jim Nantz. Why you'll enjoy this book: 5.
Contributions from famous golf writers. You'll get the perspective from some of the best in the
business. 4. Lists from the greats, including golf's Big 3: Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and Gary
Player. It doesn't get much better than that. 3. A walk through golf history from Young and Old Tom
Morris to Tiger Woods. You'll learn a thing or two along the way. 2. There are no right answers. The
fun part of this book is the debates that they spark. I'm sure there will be lists when you go, That guy
is a complete idiot. Isn't that the essence of golf and sports? 1. The next best thing to playing golf is
reading about golf. You also make fewer bogeys that way. My good friends, Ed and Len, have
compiled more than 100 juicy and interesting lists that are sure to entertain. I hope you enjoy this
unique look at the game we all love.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Pittsburgh Sports in the 1970s David Finoli, Chris
Fletcher, Frank Garland, Tom Rooney, Tim Rooney, 2023-09-04 Sports in the Steel City has never
reached the highs and lows that fans in Pittsburgh experienced in the 1970s. Most remembered may
be the multiple championships celebrated in city during the era, including two World Series titles,
four Super Bowl victories and a NCAA football championship. Despite those successes, fans still
recall major tragedies such as the deaths of Bob Moose, Roberto Clemente and others. strongLocal
authors present essays on the triumphs, tragedies and championships that defined the 1970s for the
city of Pittsburgh and Steel City sports.
  biggest comeback in pga history: African American Lives Henry Louis Gates, Evelyn
Brooks Higginbotham, 2004-04-29 The first book of its kind since 1982's Dictionary of American
Negro Biography, African American Lives leads us into a new era of African American biographical
scholarship. In collaboration with Oxford University Press and the American Council of Learned
Societies, and with contributions from over four hundred scholars and experts in many fields, the
editors and their staff at the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research at
Harvard University have collected in this single volume the lives of many of the most important and
most interesting names in African American history.--BOOK JACKET.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Pittsburgh's Greatest Athletes David Finoli, 2019-06-24
Author and sports historian David Finoli's inside look at the 50 greatest male and female athletes in
Pittsburgh history. Greatness in sport is both undefinable and immediately recognizable. Though it is
rare, Western Pennsylvania has been graced with a long history of athletes who embody the essence
of greatness. They have proudly represented the region in sports such as boxing, golf and track;
carried their collegiate teams to victory; and worn the black and gold of the Steelers, Pirates and
Penguins. Pittsburghers still recall how Mario Lemieux glided effortlessly through an opposing
defense before befuddling the goalie or Arnold Palmer's unique swing that made the everyday duffer
feel like he was one of them. Fans debate whether Terry Bradshaw or Ben Roethlisberger is the
better quarterback and what the legacy of Barry Bonds is, while keeping Roberto Clemente among
their most cherished icons. Take a deep dive into all of that and more and re-discover the best of the
best in Pittsburgh sports history.
  biggest comeback in pga history: The Wee Ice Mon Cometh Ed Gruver, 2024 A look back
at golfer Ben Hogan's historic 1953 season, still the closest any player has gotten to winning golf's
Grand Slam.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Behind the Ryder Cup Peter Burns, Ed Hodge,
2016-07-22 A history of the longstanding US-vs.-Europe golf competition—told by those who have
participated. Includes numerous photos. Go inside the locker room for a history of the Ryder Cup as
you’ve never experienced it before. Ranging from the origin matches that preceded the first official
trans-Atlantic encounter between Britain and America at Worcester Country Club in 1927 through to
the fortieth installment at Gleneagles, this is the history of the Ryder Cup—told by the men who have
been there. With extensive research and exclusive new material garnered from interviews with



players and captains from across the decades, Behind the Ryder Cup unveils the compelling truth of
what it means to play in golf's biggest match-play event, where greats of the game have crumbled
under pressure while others have carved their names into sporting legend.
  biggest comeback in pga history: The 1990s Richard Alan Schwartz, 2006 Traces the history
of the United States during the 1990s through such primary sources as memoirs, letters,
contemporary journalism, and official documents.
  biggest comeback in pga history: Golf's Holy War Brett Cyrgalis, 2021-05-18 The world of
golf is at a crossroads. As technological innovations displace traditional philosophies, the golfing
community has splintered into two deeply combative factions: the old-school teachers and players
who believe in feel, artistry, and imagination, and the technical minded who want to remake the
game around data. In Golf's Holy War, Brett Cyrgalis takes readers inside the heated battle playing
out from weekend hackers to PGA Tour pros. At the Titleist Performance Institute in Oceanside,
California, golfers clad in full-body sensors target weaknesses in their biomechanics, while others
take part in mental exercises designed to test their brain's psychological resilience. Meanwhile,
coaches like Michael Hebron purge golfers of all technical information, tapping into the power of
intuitive physical learning by playing rudimentary games. From historic St. Andrews to manicured
Augusta, experimental communes in California to corporatized conferences in Orlando, William
James to Ben Hogan to theoretical physics, the factions of the spiritual and technical push to
redefine the boundaries of the game.
  biggest comeback in pga history: The New York Times Index , 2009
  biggest comeback in pga history: The 2005 PGA TOUR Official Fan Guide PGA Tour
(Association), 2005 A comprehensive look at the players, tournaments, and records of the PGA tour.
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