big flats historical society

big flats historical society serves as a vital institution dedicated to preserving and promoting the
rich heritage of Big Flats, New York. This organization plays an essential role in collecting,
safeguarding, and sharing the historical artifacts, documents, and stories that define the community’s
unique past. By engaging local residents and visitors alike, the society fosters a deeper appreciation
for the area's cultural and historical significance. This article explores the origins, mission, and
activities of the Big Flats Historical Society, highlighting its contributions to education, preservation,
and community engagement. Readers will learn about the society’s museum, archival collections,
educational programs, and upcoming events designed to celebrate local history. The discussion also
covers how the society collaborates with other historical organizations and the impact it has on
maintaining Big Flats' identity within Chemung County and the broader region.
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History and Mission of the Big Flats Historical Society

The Big Flats Historical Society was established to safeguard the historical legacy of Big Flats and its
surrounding areas. Its mission centers on preserving local history through the collection and
maintenance of artifacts, documents, photographs, and oral histories that reflect the community’s
development over time. Founded by dedicated residents who recognized the importance of protecting
the town’s heritage, the society has grown into a respected organization within Chemung County. Its
commitment extends to promoting public awareness and fostering pride in the area’s past through
various initiatives and programs.

Founding and Development

The society was founded in response to a growing interest in documenting the history of Big Flats as
the town evolved. Early efforts focused on gathering materials from longtime residents and local
institutions, creating a foundation for ongoing preservation work. Over the years, the organization has
expanded its scope to include educational outreach and collaboration with schools and civic groups.



Core Objectives

The Big Flats Historical Society’s core objectives include the preservation of historical artifacts, the
promotion of community knowledge about local history, and the support of historical research. These
goals drive the society’s operations and programming, ensuring that the heritage of Big Flats remains
accessible and relevant to current and future generations.

Collections and Exhibits

The society maintains a diverse array of collections that document the cultural, economic, and social
history of Big Flats. These collections serve as a resource for historians, genealogists, students, and
anyone interested in the local past. Through permanent and rotating exhibits, the Big Flats Historical
Society showcases the town’s evolution from its early settlement days to modern times.

Artifact Collections

The artifact collection includes household items, tools, clothing, and memorabilia donated by
residents and businesses in the region. Each item is cataloged and preserved to provide insight into
the daily lives of past generations and the industries that shaped the community.

Archival Materials

The society’s archives contain historical documents such as land deeds, census records, newspapers,
and personal letters. These materials are invaluable for research and help reconstruct the narrative of
Big Flats’ growth and development.

Exhibits and Displays

Exhibits at the Big Flats Historical Society’s museum highlight significant themes like agriculture,
transportation, education, and local industries. Seasonal and special exhibits often focus on notable
events or anniversaries, providing fresh perspectives on the town'’s history.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

Education is a fundamental component of the Big Flats Historical Society’s work. The organization
offers a range of programs designed to engage residents of all ages and foster a deeper
understanding of local history. These initiatives support lifelong learning and encourage community
participation.

School Outreach

The society collaborates with local schools to provide curriculum-based programs that align with state
education standards. These include guided tours, interactive workshops, and guest lectures that bring



history to life for students.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regularly scheduled lectures and workshops offer opportunities for community members to learn from
historians, authors, and experts about diverse topics related to Big Flats and regional history. These
events stimulate interest and dialogue within the community.

Volunteer and Internship Opportunities

Volunteers play a critical role in the society’s operations, assisting with archival work, event planning,
and educational activities. Internship programs provide hands-on experience for students and young
professionals interested in history and museum studies.

Preservation Efforts and Historic Sites

Preserving the physical heritage of Big Flats is a key priority for the historical society. This includes
maintaining historic buildings, landmarks, and cemeteries that represent the town’s architectural and
cultural history. Preservation efforts ensure that these sites remain intact and accessible for public
education and enjoyment.

Historic Building Conservation

The society actively participates in initiatives to restore and protect historically significant structures.
These projects often involve collaboration with local government and preservation organizations to
secure funding and expertise.

Documentation of Historic Places

Comprehensive surveys and documentation of historic sites in Big Flats are conducted to identify and
record their historical importance. This information supports preservation planning and promotes
awareness of the town’s heritage assets.

Cemetery Preservation

The society also focuses on the upkeep and documentation of historic cemeteries, recognizing their
value as cultural and genealogical resources. Efforts include cleaning, mapping, and recording
inscriptions to preserve these sites for posterity.



Partnerships and Collaborations

The Big Flats Historical Society recognizes the importance of working with other organizations to
enhance its mission. Partnerships with local governments, educational institutions, cultural
organizations, and other historical societies expand the society’s reach and resources.

Local Government Cooperation

Collaboration with municipal authorities helps integrate historical preservation into community
planning and development. The society advises on heritage matters and supports initiatives that
protect the town’s historical character.

Regional Historical Networks

The society is an active member of regional historical networks, sharing knowledge, resources, and
best practices with peer organizations. These relationships strengthen collective efforts to preserve
and promote history across Chemung County and beyond.

Educational Institutions

Partnerships with schools, colleges, and universities facilitate research opportunities, internships, and
educational programming that benefit both students and the broader community.

Events and Activities

The Big Flats Historical Society organizes a variety of events and activities to engage the public and
celebrate local history. These events provide opportunities for learning, social interaction, and
community building.

Annual Heritage Day

One of the society’s hallmark events, Heritage Day features historical reenactments, exhibits, guided
tours, and family-friendly activities that highlight Big Flats’ past. It attracts residents and visitors
interested in experiencing the town’s culture firsthand.

Workshops and Demonstrations

Throughout the year, the society hosts workshops and demonstrations on traditional crafts, historical
research techniques, and preservation methods. These hands-on activities encourage participation
and skill development.



Fundraising and Membership Drives

To support its operations and projects, the society conducts fundraising events and membership
campaigns. These efforts help sustain the organization and expand its capacity to serve the
community.

¢ Annual Heritage Day with reenactments and tours

Educational workshops on local history and preservation

Volunteer-led community clean-up and restoration days

Seasonal exhibits highlighting different aspects of Big Flats history

Membership meetings and networking events

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Big Flats Historical Society?

The Big Flats Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the history
and heritage of Big Flats, a town in New York State.

Where is the Big Flats Historical Society located?

The Big Flats Historical Society is located in Big Flats, Chemung County, New York.

What activities does the Big Flats Historical Society offer?

The society offers activities such as historical exhibits, educational programs, community events, and
preservation projects related to the local history of Big Flats.

How can | become a member of the Big Flats Historical
Society?

You can become a member by visiting their official website or contacting them directly to learn about
membership options, fees, and benefits.

Does the Big Flats Historical Society have a museum or
archives?

Yes, the Big Flats Historical Society maintains a museum and archives that house artifacts,
documents, and photographs significant to the town's history.



Are there any upcoming events hosted by the Big Flats
Historical Society?

Upcoming events are typically listed on the society's website or social media pages, including
historical lectures, community gatherings, and special exhibits.

Additional Resources

1. Big Flats: A Journey Through Time

This book offers a comprehensive history of Big Flats, tracing its development from early settlement
to the present day. It highlights key events, influential families, and the evolution of the town's
infrastructure. Richly illustrated with historical photographs and maps, it provides readers a vivid
glimpse into the past.

2. Land and Legacy: The People of Big Flats

Focusing on the diverse communities that shaped Big Flats, this volume explores the cultural, social,
and economic contributions of its residents. Personal stories and oral histories bring to life the
everyday experiences of settlers, farmers, and town leaders. It serves as a testament to the enduring
spirit of the local people.

3. Big Flats Historical Society: Preserving Our Heritage

This book chronicles the founding and growth of the Big Flats Historical Society itself. It details the
society’s efforts in preserving historic sites, organizing events, and educating the public about the
town’s rich past. Readers gain insight into the challenges and successes of community-driven historic
preservation.

4. Farms and Factories: Economic History of Big Flats

Examining the economic backbone of Big Flats, this work delves into the agricultural roots and
industrial developments that helped shape the community. It discusses the transition from family
farms to modern enterprises and the impact of regional markets. The narrative is supported by
economic data and firsthand accounts.

5. Big Flats in the Civil War Era

This book explores the role of Big Flats and its citizens during the turbulent years of the American
Civil War. It highlights local enlistments, home front activities, and the war’s impact on the town’s
economy and society. Archival letters and diaries provide personal perspectives on a defining period.

6. Architectural Treasures of Big Flats

A detailed survey of the historic buildings and landmarks found throughout Big Flats, this book
showcases architectural styles from different periods. It includes photographs, architectural drawings,
and restoration stories. The book is a valuable resource for historians, architects, and preservationists
alike.

7. Rails and Roads: Transportation in Big Flats History

Tracing the development of transportation networks, this book discusses how railroads, highways, and
waterways influenced Big Flats’ growth. It covers the construction of key routes and the impact of
transportation on commerce and daily life. Historical timetables, maps, and anecdotes enrich the
narrative.



8. Schools and Stories: Education in Big Flats Through the Ages

This volume highlights the evolution of education in Big Flats, from one-room schoolhouses to modern
institutions. It shares stories of teachers, students, and community efforts to promote learning and
literacy. The book also explores changes in curriculum and school facilities over time.

9. Big Flats Celebrations: Traditions and Festivals

Focusing on the cultural life of the community, this book documents the various festivals, parades,
and celebrations that have taken place in Big Flats. It examines how these events foster community
spirit and preserve local traditions. Photographs and personal recollections bring these joyous
occasions to life.
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