
bible study on love and relationships
bible study on love and relationships offers profound insights into how love is defined,
expressed, and nurtured according to biblical principles. This study explores the divine perspective
on relationships, emphasizing the importance of love as the foundation for healthy connections
between individuals. By examining key scriptures, believers can gain a deeper understanding of
God’s design for love, marriage, friendship, and community. The teachings within the Bible provide
timeless guidance on how to cultivate love that is patient, kind, and enduring. This article will delve
into essential biblical passages, practical applications, and spiritual lessons relevant to
contemporary relationships. The following sections outline the main themes and topics that will be
covered in this comprehensive bible study on love and relationships.

Understanding Biblical Love

Love in Marriage According to the Bible

Friendship and Community in Scripture

Handling Conflict and Forgiveness in Relationships

Practical Applications for Christian Relationships

Understanding Biblical Love
Biblical love, often referred to by the Greek word "agape," transcends mere emotion and is
characterized by selflessness, sacrifice, and unconditional commitment. This form of love is the
highest and purest kind, reflecting the love God has for humanity. Unlike romantic or familial love,
agape is an intentional act of the will to seek the good of others regardless of circumstances or
feelings. The Bible presents love as foundational to the Christian life, with numerous passages
emphasizing its importance.

The Nature of Agape Love
Agape love is described extensively in 1 Corinthians 13, where qualities such as patience, kindness,
humility, and perseverance are highlighted. This chapter serves as a primary biblical reference on
the nature of true love, emphasizing that love is not self-seeking or easily angered but rejoices with
the truth. Understanding these characteristics helps believers apply godly love in everyday
relationships.

God’s Love as the Model
God’s love is the ultimate example of agape. Scriptures like John 3:16 reveal that God’s love is
sacrificial, sending His Son for the redemption of mankind. This divine love is unconditional and



eternal, serving as a standard for human relationships. Recognizing God’s love inspires believers to
mirror this love in their interactions with others.

Love in Marriage According to the Bible
Marriage holds a special place in biblical teaching as a covenantal relationship designed by God. The
Bible outlines roles, responsibilities, and attitudes that spouses should embrace to foster a loving
and enduring marriage. It advocates mutual respect, sacrificial love, and faithfulness as pillars of a
strong marital bond.

Roles and Responsibilities of Husbands and Wives
Ephesians 5:22-33 provides detailed guidance on the roles of husbands and wives. Husbands are
instructed to love their wives as Christ loved the church, demonstrating self-sacrifice and care.
Wives are encouraged to respect their husbands, promoting harmony and mutual support. These
roles are complementary and emphasize unity in marriage.

The Covenant Nature of Marriage
Marriage is portrayed as a sacred covenant, not merely a contract or social arrangement. Malachi
2:14 describes marriage as a covenant with God, underscoring its spiritual significance and the
necessity of faithfulness. This covenantal perspective shapes how couples approach commitment and
challenges within their relationship.

Love as the Foundation of Marriage
Love is the cornerstone of a biblical marriage. It fosters intimacy, trust, and cooperation, enabling
couples to navigate difficulties together. The qualities listed in 1 Corinthians 13 apply directly to
marriage, reminding spouses to practice patience, forgiveness, and kindness continually.

Friendship and Community in Scripture
The Bible also emphasizes the importance of love in friendships and community relationships.
Genuine love fosters deep connections, accountability, and mutual encouragement among believers.
These relationships are vital for spiritual growth and emotional support.

The Role of Friendship in Spiritual Growth
Proverbs 27:17 highlights how iron sharpens iron, illustrating the refining impact of godly
friendships. Friends who love according to biblical principles challenge and support one another to
grow spiritually and morally. True friendship involves love that is loyal, honest, and sacrificial.



Love Within the Christian Community
Jesus commanded His followers to love one another as a defining mark of discipleship (John
13:34-35). This love extends beyond individual friendships to the broader community of believers,
promoting unity and service. Acts 2:42-47 depicts the early church’s love in action through sharing,
fellowship, and collective worship.

Handling Conflict and Forgiveness in Relationships
Love in relationships inevitably faces challenges, including disagreements and offenses. The Bible
provides clear instructions on managing conflict and practicing forgiveness to maintain healthy,
loving relationships.

Principles for Resolving Conflict
Matthew 18:15-17 outlines a step-by-step process for addressing conflicts between believers,
emphasizing private correction, reconciliation, and involving others if necessary. This approach
seeks restoration rather than punishment, reflecting Christ-like love.

The Power of Forgiveness
Forgiveness is a central theme in biblical love, demonstrated supremely by Christ’s sacrifice.
Colossians 3:13 encourages believers to forgive one another as the Lord forgave them. Forgiveness
frees relationships from bitterness and fosters healing and renewal.

Maintaining Peace and Unity
Romans 12:18 urges believers to live at peace with everyone as far as it depends on them. Pursuing
peace and unity requires humility, patience, and ongoing love, crucial for sustaining healthy
relationships within families, churches, and communities.

Practical Applications for Christian Relationships
Applying biblical principles of love and relationships in daily life requires intentionality and spiritual
dependence. This section highlights practical ways to embody biblical love and strengthen relational
bonds.

Communication Rooted in Love
Effective communication is essential for expressing love. Ephesians 4:29 advises using words that
build others up rather than tear down. Loving communication involves active listening, honesty, and
gentleness.



Serving One Another
Serving others is a tangible expression of love. Galatians 5:13 encourages believers to serve one
another humbly in love. Acts of service foster closeness and demonstrate Christ’s love practically.

Prayer and Spiritual Support
Praying for and with others strengthens relationships and invites God’s guidance and blessing.
James 5:16 emphasizes the power of prayer in healing and restoration.

List of Practical Steps to Cultivate Biblical Love in
Relationships

Practice patience and kindness daily.

Offer forgiveness quickly and sincerely.

Engage in honest and respectful communication.

Serve others selflessly and cheerfully.

Commit to regular prayer for loved ones.

Seek accountability and support from fellow believers.

Prioritize unity and peace over personal preferences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bible say about love in relationships?
The Bible emphasizes love as the foundation of all relationships, highlighting qualities such as
patience, kindness, and selflessness, particularly in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

How can Bible study help improve romantic relationships?
Bible study provides guidance on communication, forgiveness, and unconditional love, helping
couples align their relationship with God's principles for a stronger, more compassionate bond.

What scripture passages are best for studying love and



relationships?
Key passages include 1 Corinthians 13, Ephesians 5:22-33, Colossians 3:12-14, and Song of
Solomon, which offer insights on love, respect, and commitment.

How does the Bible define true love?
True love in the Bible is defined as agape love—selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional love that seeks
the best for others without expecting anything in return.

What role does forgiveness play in biblical teachings on
relationships?
Forgiveness is central in biblical relationships, as taught in Matthew 6:14-15, encouraging believers
to forgive others just as God forgives them, fostering healing and reconciliation.

Can Bible study help singles prepare for future relationships?
Yes, Bible study helps singles understand God's design for relationships, encouraging them to
develop qualities like patience, faithfulness, and self-control while trusting God's timing.

How can couples apply biblical principles to resolve conflicts?
Couples can apply biblical principles by practicing humility, active listening, prayer, and seeking
reconciliation as instructed in scriptures like James 1:19 and Ephesians 4:31-32.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Loving: Biblical Principles for Deep Relationships
This book explores the timeless biblical teachings on love, emphasizing how God's love sets the
foundation for all human relationships. It delves into practical ways to cultivate love, patience, and
kindness in daily interactions. Readers will find insightful reflections and scripture-based guidance
to strengthen their personal and communal bonds.

2. Love One Another: A Bible Study on Christ-Centered Relationships
Focusing on the commandment to love one another, this book offers a comprehensive study of Jesus'
teachings on love. It highlights the importance of forgiveness, humility, and service as key
components of healthy relationships. The study includes discussion questions and prayers to deepen
understanding and application.

3. Sacred Bonds: Understanding Marriage Through Scripture
This insightful book examines the biblical view of marriage as a sacred covenant. It addresses
common challenges couples face and provides spiritual tools to nurture unity and mutual respect.
Couples and individuals alike will benefit from its practical advice grounded in scripture.

4. Love and Respect: A Biblical Approach to Healthy Relationships
Based on Ephesians 5, this book explores the dynamic of love and respect between partners. It
explains how understanding and practicing these principles can transform relationships. The author



offers real-life examples and study questions to encourage growth and harmony.

5. The Love Chapter Unveiled: A Deep Dive into 1 Corinthians 13
This focused study unpacks the famous "love chapter" in the Bible, revealing the depth and power of
true love. It challenges readers to embody the characteristics of love described by Paul, such as
patience, kindness, and perseverance. The book is ideal for personal reflection or group study.

6. Boundaries in Love: Maintaining Godly Relationships
This book addresses the importance of setting healthy boundaries to protect and honor
relationships. Drawing from biblical wisdom, it helps readers discern when to say yes and when to
say no. It's a valuable resource for anyone seeking to foster respectful and loving connections.

7. From Friendship to Faithful Love: Building Relationships God’s Way
Emphasizing the spiritual foundation of friendships and romantic relationships, this study guides
readers through the stages of building love centered on faith. It encourages honesty, prayer, and
mutual support as pillars for lasting relationships. The book also includes scripture references and
reflective exercises.

8. God’s Design for Family and Love
Exploring the Bible's perspective on family relationships, this book highlights love's role in
parenting, sibling bonds, and extended family dynamics. It offers encouragement and practical
advice for creating a nurturing and faith-filled home environment. Readers will gain insights into
God's purpose for family unity.

9. Healing Hearts: Overcoming Relationship Hurt Through God’s Love
This compassionate guide addresses the pain caused by broken relationships and offers hope
through God's healing love. It provides biblical encouragement for forgiveness, restoration, and
emotional renewal. The study is designed to help readers move forward with faith and grace.
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  bible study on love and relationships: Student Workbook for the Self-Confrontation
Bible Study BCF Biblical Counseling Foundation, BCF Writing Team, 2024-06-20 The Student
Workbook is designed to lead you through a personal life-application study of God’s Word, using the
Self-Confrontation manual as a reference. The Workbook leads you through key Scripture passages
and points you to relevant portions of the Self-Confrontation manual. It can be used: • for your own
personal study • in a one-on-one discipleship format, or • in a small group setting. The lessons have
blank portions to complete, based on passages from the Bible. This is part of what you might call
your written homework. The Self-Confrontation Bible Study is a great way for you to spend daily
time in God’s Word, with the emphasis on your own walk with the Lord and your relationships with
others. These principles are timeless and cultureless; and they will change your life, when applied
with God’s enabling power.
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  bible study on love and relationships: Staying in Love Bible Study Participant's Guide Andy
Stanley, 2010-09 In this participant's guide, to be used with the Staying in Love video, pastor
Stanley discusses how to stay in love. (Relationships)
  bible study on love and relationships: Junior Quarterly | Teacher Manual Fall Quarter
2021 (Sep-Nov) Church Of God In Christ Publishing House, 2021-08-01 The 13-week curriculum
guide is designed to provide the teacher with Biblically sound principles that are relevant to the
youth they instruct. The Teacher Manual has enhanced teacher tips and a suggested outline to help
make lesson preparation seamless. The Manual(s) features: Biblical applications Unified themes
Versatile adaptability
  bible study on love and relationships: Bible Study Guide: 1,2 & 3 John Andrew J.
Lamont-Turner, Discover the Depths of John's Epistles: A Verse-by-Verse Journey Are you ready to
delve deeper into the timeless wisdom of the New Testament? Our comprehensive Bible Study Guide
on 1, 2, and 3 John offers an enriching and detailed exploration of these pivotal epistles. Each verse
is unpacked with clarity, providing insightful commentary, thought-provoking questions, concise
summaries, and heartfelt prayers designed to guide your personal or group study. What's Inside?
Verse-by-Verse Study: Unlock the profound truths embedded in each verse of John's letters. Our
guide illuminates the text, helping you grasp the significance of every word and phrase. Engaging
Questions: Stimulate your understanding and reflection with questions that challenge and inspire
deeper thinking. Perfect for group discussions or individual contemplation. Concise Summaries:
Capture the essence of each chapter with clear and succinct summaries that highlight key themes
and messages. Prayerful Reflections: Strengthen your spiritual journey with prayers tailored to the
teachings of each passage, fostering a deeper connection with God’s Word. Highlights: Love and
Truth: Explore John's recurring themes of love and truth, and how they intertwine to form the
foundation of Christian faith and practice. Walking in Light: Learn what it means to walk in the light,
as John exhorts believers to live in the truth and love of Christ. Faith and Obedience: Reflect on the
vital relationship between faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to God's commandments. John’s
epistles are more than just letters; they are rich with doctrinal truths and practical wisdom for living
out the Christian faith. Whether you're a seasoned believer or new to Bible study, this guide will
enhance your understanding and appreciation of Scripture. Embark on this spiritual journey and let
the words of 1, 2, and 3 John transform your heart and mind. Dive into the depths of God's love, and
let His truth shine brightly in your life. Join us in this verse-by-verse study and experience the
transformative power of God’s Word.
  bible study on love and relationships: Love Is... Bishop J. Lucado, 2013 Explains to teenage
girls the meaning of true love as drawn from the life of Jesus, and features a six-week Bible study
program that helps analyze relationships to determine if they match God's idea of love.
  bible study on love and relationships: 40 Days of Love Study Guide Rick Warren, 2009-12-12
What is your number one priority in life? Your answer to that question reveals your dominant life
value. Everyone has one whether they realize it or not. It's what we unconsciously base our decisions
on. Through this six-session video-based Bible study (DVD/streaming video sold separately), 40 Days
of Love, pastor Rick Warren--author of bestselling books The Purpose Driven Life and The Daniel
Plan--teaches you how to constantly focus on authentically loving God and loving others as your
deepest desire and highest aspiration. God tells us that our dominant life value is to love and be
loved. Jesus once said that of all the commands in the Bible, two are most important: Love God with
all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself. In this six-session study, Warren shares practical,
Christ-centered advice on how to authentically love God and love your neighbor as a normal way of
life. With a focus on the spiritual truths of patience, kindness, truth, and forgiveness, you will learn
to make love your dominant life value. This Study Guide is filled with helpful discussion starters,
video overviews, a helpful Leader's Guide and much more. It's designed to be used with the
companion 40 Days of Love DVD (sold separately). Sessions include: Love Matters Most Love Is
Patient, Love Is Kind Love Speaks The Truth Love Is Forgiving Love Is Not Selfish The Habits of a
Loving Heart



  bible study on love and relationships: Covenant Bible Study: Creating Participant Guide
Covenant Bible Study, Rev. Shane Stanford, Christine A. Chakoian, Prof. David L. Bartlett, Dr.
Michael Joseph Brown, Dr William P. Brown, Dr Diane Chen, Prof. Linda M. Day, David A. deSilva,
Dr Amy Erickson, Prof. Judy Fentress-Williams, Prof. Francisco Garcia-Treto, Roy Heller, Dr.
Theodore Hiebert, Dr Melody Knowles, Prof. Matthew L. Skinner, Prof. Thomas B. Slater, Dr. Daniel
L. Smith-Christopher, Prof. Monya Stubbs, Dr. Patricia K. Tull, Dr Audrey West, Prof. Christine R.
Yoder, Dr. Alejandro F. Botta, Dr. Stephanie Buckhanon Crowder, Dr. Brent A. Strawn, 2016-08-16
This Covenant experience will guide participants in a comprehensive, in-depth study of the Bible
over twenty-four weeks. Unlike the learning participants may have experienced in other groups, this
in-depth study of the whole Bible emphasizes the biblical concept of covenant as a unifying pattern
through all the books in the Old and New Testaments. It underscores the unique relationship that
God chooses to have with us as God’s people. This relationship is grounded in the faithfulness of
God’s love and on our ongoing commitment to stay in love with God while we share signs of that love
with others. Each episode connects to an aspect of this covenant relationship, which is summarized
in the heading of each participant guide. GOD ESTABLISHES THE COVENANT to be in relationship
with us. So the first eight weeks, Creating the Covenant, examines how the covenant community is
created and established—highlighting several examples throughout scripture. It discusses the story
of our origins in Genesis, the Exodus narrative, the teachings of Moses, the Gospels of Matthew and
Mark, as well as other books from each Testament that focus on the foundation of Christian faith. In
doing so, it lays out the framework for a life lived in concert with God and others. Each participant in
the group needs the Participant Guides and a Bible. The CEB Study Bible is preferred. The Creating
Participant Guide is eight weeks long, and has a lay flat binding making it easy to take notes in the
generous space provided on each page. The Creating Participant Guide contains the following
episodes: Episode 1: Creating the Covenant Relationships with people in our lives are key to faithful
living. Covenant is about the family God creates and the power of love that overcomes evil. We are
broken and miss the mark. Substitutes for faithful love destroy our relationships. Yet God’s response
to broken relationships is to restore us to wholeness. Through the shared practice of reading and
interpreting the Bible scripture in holy conversation, we sharpen our understandings until they
become more accurate and relevant. And we learn about God’s gracious love and how to share it
with others. Episode 2: Torah—Genesis Genesis answers the question: Who are we in the scheme of
things? Covenant relationships are a metaphor for life together before God. This life is characterized
by both gift and responsibility. Broken relationships in these stories are countered by forgiveness
and generosity. Episode 3: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers Passover is a bittersweet celebration of
Israel’s liberation. The covenant at Sinai creates a people with instructions for living in harmony.
These instructions are ever in need of reinterpretation in new situations, much like amendments to a
constitution. God is holy and calls the people to be distinct and set apart in their faithfulness.
Episode 4: Gospels—Matthew and Mark The Gospels are similar to Greco-Roman biographies but
with a saving twist. They paint a portrait of Jesus’ significance for first-century readers living under
Roman rule before and after the destruction of the temple in 70 CE. By arranging the events of his
life, death, and resurrection in distinct order, these writers depict Jesus as both the suffering
“human one” (Mark) and a new teacher like Moses (Matthew). Jesus comes to bring and embody a
new covenant reign (kingdom) of God’s saving love in the world. Episode 5: Romans and Galatians
The letters of Paul substituted for his presence and represent his attempt to deal with controversies
and provide guidance to churches from a pastor’s perspective. For Paul, God’s grace expressed in
Jesus’ faithfulness on the cross is a saving gift with no substitutes. The Spirit’s presence, too, is a
gift that marks the community of faith and produces fruit for faithful life together, making us more
gracious to ourselves and others. Episode 6: Hebrews The book of Hebrews is a masterful sermon
written by an unknown author to a struggling community.The writer encourages them to live lives of
gratitude for God’s saving work in Jesus. Hebrews embraces the imagery of sacrifice in the Old
Testament to describe Jesus’ pioneering cosmic work of redemption. Replacing fear with trust,
Jesus—our faithful forerunner—made it possible for us to approach the holy with confident



expectation of God’s favor. Episode 7: 1 and 2 Corinthians Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth
address very concrete issues in a culture that honors the freedom of superiors to do as they please.
Paul counters this with the mind of Christ, patterned by the logic of self-giving love. This “logic of
the cross” balances freedom with Christ-shaped responsibility to live in ways that benefit both self
and community. Episode 8: Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1 Samuel These books retell the story of
Israel and its responsibilities as a rescued, covenant people. As they transition to a new life in the
promised land, the first commandment (no other gods) is restated positively: love God with all your
heart and strength. Life in the land after Moses and Joshua is characterized by a cycle of
faithlessness, crisis, cries for help, and temporary rescue. The last tribal chieftain/first prophet
Samuel will anoint kings for an unruly people when the real king missing in Israel is God. More
Questions? Visit http://covenantbiblestudy.com/ for more information.
  bible study on love and relationships: Love in a Cauldron of Misery Kirk Blackard,
2012-09-27 Christians are called to minister to people in prison. But most know next to nothing
about prisons, the needs of the people in them, or the biblical basis for addressing those needs. Love
in a Cauldron of Misery fills that void. This book provides a brief historical perspective that orients
the reader and a discussion, mainly in the words of people with real experience, of what prisons and
prisoners are really like and why the need for ministry is so great. It then explores the biblical
charge for Christians to meet these needs and discusses ways in which they can do so. Love in a
Cauldron of Misery is an invaluable resource for any pastor, teacher, or lay-person who is
participating in, considering, or just wants to know more about prison ministry.
  bible study on love and relationships: Faith, Hope, and Love in the Kingdom of God Robert
Hernan Cubillos, 2017-04-27 We live in a world full of challenges. The three graces can almost be
seen as motors for Christian life in today's world, but the words faith, hope, and love have so many
everyday uses that their technical, theological meanings are, for many, difficult to appreciate.
Modern life also leaves many yearning for authenticity and meaning. Many religions have answered
that need by calling to mind the image of a path. Always profound progressions, religious paths tend
to be motivated either by practices (the act of walking the path) or focal points. Christianity has a
focal point, an object, and it sees the three graces as distinctively content filled. The heart of this
book is about helping people find the Christian path and their intellectual, emotional, and spiritual
balance--an equilibrium that is sustained by a strong personal faith, an enduring hope for the future,
and genuine love that will withstand the worst of times. It contributes to the category of Christian
literature that provides a pattern for Christian living without surrendering the intellect to the more
popular side of this genre.
  bible study on love and relationships: International Review of Biblical Studies, Volume 49
(2002-2003) Bernhard Lang, 2004-02-01 Formerly known by its subtitle “Internationale
Zeitschriftenschau für Bibelwissenschaft und Grenzgebiete”, the International Review of Biblical
Studies has served the scholarly community ever since its inception in the early 1950’s. Each annual
volume includes approximately 2,000 abstracts and summaries of articles and books that deal with
the Bible and related literature, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, Pseudepigrapha, Non-canonical
gospels, and ancient Near Eastern writings. The abstracts – which may be in English, German, or
French - are arranged thematically under headings such as e.g. “Genesis”, “Matthew”, “Greek
language”, “text and textual criticism”, “exegetical methods and approaches”, “biblical theology”,
“social and religious institutions”, “biblical personalities”, “history of Israel and early Judaism”, and
so on. The articles and books that are abstracted and reviewed are collected annually by an
international team of collaborators from over 300 of the most important periodicals and book series
in the fields covered.
  bible study on love and relationships: The Love Languages® Devotional Bible, Hardcover
Edition Gary Chapman, 2012-10-11 Devoted to God and each other Spend each day growing in the
Word of God and drawing closer as a couple with the practical counsel of #1 New York Times
bestselling author Dr. Gary Chapman. Research has shown that couples who read their Bibles and
pray together enjoy a much healthier relationship. This Bible makes reading God's Word and praying



as a couple enjoyable and rewarding. It even covers special topics, like communication,
expectations, roles, sex, conflict, money, children, and more. Key features include: New Living
Translation, clear and elegant, ideal for reading aloud Scripture reading plan, making it easy to read
through the entire Bible in a year 260 daily devotions, one for each weekday 52 feature articles, one
for each weekend Prayer guides, reducing awkwardness by providing specific cues Select readings
addressing a wide variety of couple-oriented topics Bible book introductions providing context and
essential background information
  bible study on love and relationships: Love Donna M. Hall, 2009-03 Have you ever felt
unloved, unlovable, or questioned the sincerity of someone's love for you? Unsure how to love? If you
answered yes, this book will help you understand the true meaning of love. It is imperative to know
what love means before we can give or receive it. The world is in a crisis and needs a miraculous
change. The gift of love is the only thing that can save it. Do you believe you can make a difference?
Yes you can, if we all come together in love. As you read this book, think of different ways you can
love others. Are you willing to make the necessary lifestyle changes to make this world a better
place? We all need some form of reference that reminds us on a daily basis how to live with joy,
compassion and truth, because Love is truly The Ultimate Gift. Donna M Hall grew up with an
abusive father, only to grow up and marry an abusive man. She was raised in the rural town of
Wadesboro NC where the movie Color Purple was filmed. In fact she lived in walking distance of the
filming of that unforgettable movie. She chose to break the cycle of violence in her family. That was
the inspiration for this book. She is a proud mother of two. They experienced lots of trials when she
chose to leave her husband to start their new life without violence. A portion of the proceeds of this
book will be used as monetary support for families experiencing abuse.
  bible study on love and relationships: International Review of Biblical Studies, Volume
53 (2006-2007) Bernhard Lang, 2008-02-28 Formerly known by its subtitle “Internationale
Zeitschriftenschau für Bibelwissenschaft und Grenzgebiete”, the International Review of Biblical
Studies has served the scholarly community ever since its inception in the early 1950’s. Each annual
volume includes approximately 2,000 abstracts and summaries of articles and books that deal with
the Bible and related literature, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, Pseudepigrapha, Non-canonical
gospels, and ancient Near Eastern writings. The abstracts – which may be in English, German, or
French - are arranged thematically under headings such as e.g. “Genesis”, “Matthew”, “Greek
language”, “text and textual criticism”, “exegetical methods and approaches”, “biblical theology”,
“social and religious institutions”, “biblical personalities”, “history of Israel and early Judaism”, and
so on. The articles and books that are abstracted and reviewed are collected annually by an
international team of collaborators from over 300 of the most important periodicals and book series
in the fields covered.
  bible study on love and relationships: Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference
on Christian and Inter-Religious Studies (ICC-IRS 2024) Desi Natalia, Maria Veronica, Deri
Susanto, 2025-07-16 This is an open access book. Third International Conference on Christian and
Inter-Religious Studies (ICC-IRS) 2024 will be held in Palangka Raya from June 20–22, 2024. This
prestigious event is organized by the Institut Agama Kristen Negeri (IAKN) Palangka Raya as part of
an ongoing effort to facilitate academic discussions on critical issues in the digital era. With the
theme “Religion, Education, and Culture in the Digital Age,” this conference will serve as a forum for
scholars, researchers, and practitioners from various backgrounds to discuss and share insights in
the fields of religion and education. The topics to be covered include a wide range of disciplines,
including Education, Theology, Psychology and Counseling, Sociology and Philosophy of Religion,
Religious Moderation, as well as Music and Arts. To enrich the discussions, the conference will
feature distinguished academics from both domestic and international institutions as keynote
speakers. With great enthusiasm, the committee has received over 200 participants from various
institutions, and of these, approximately 125 manuscripts have been approved for presentation.
From these presentations, around 75 full papers will be selected for publication. It is hoped that this
conference will not only contribute significantly to the advancement of knowledge in the field of



religion but also strengthen academic networks among the participants, fostering further
collaboration in the future.
  bible study on love and relationships: Reading the Bible for a Change, Second Edition
Ray Lubeck, 2023-02-21 Which Bible passages are for Christians today and which relate only to
ancient readers? Can I simply pick and choose for myself the verses I think best fit my situation?
Who gets to decide? Is there a different meaning for each individual reader? What am I supposed to
know to read the Bible well? Ray Lubeck has devoted his life to helping others discern for
themselves God's truth in the Scriptures and to showing them how it relates to their everyday lives.
Reading the Bible for a Change will guide you in how to: -Read each biblical passage in light of its
literary style and larger context -Ask and explore the most fruitful questions for understanding the
meaning of a passage -Avoid common interpretive mistakes -Hear God, the divine Author, speak
through the Bible's human authors -Identify the life-changing truths of Scripture that apply to life
today -Move beyond merely reading the Bible to being shaped by and following it Having taught for
over three decades at the undergraduate and graduate levels, as well as in many ministry contexts,
Ray values the importance of holding the interest of students of the Bible. This book is written in an
accessible and engaging style, using illustrations, charts, stories, and relevant examples to help the
reader grasp key concepts. The second edition has been extensively revised in light of recent
scholarly developments and years of use within the classroom, incorporating substantial amounts of
updates and new material. Reading the Bible for a Change will equip you with the tools to discover
for yourself the life-changing truths revealed in God's word. If you begin practicing these steps, you
will embark on a lifetime journey of Scripture reading that will enable you to see for yourself how
captivating and transforming it is when we read the Bible on its own terms rather than on ours.
  bible study on love and relationships: Compassionate Love in Intimate Relationships Josiane
M. Apollon, 2021-12-29 Drawing on interviews conducted with Black couples in the United States,
this book explores relational resilience and identifies unique adaptation strategies that enable
couples to overcome the multigenerational effects of violence and sexual mass trauma from slavery
and activates compassionate love in flourishing relationships. By applying Appreciative Inquiry (AI)
methodology and family systems theory, the book captures the spiritual, emotional, and sexual
dimensions in Black couple systems that gives meaning to their resilient relationships in the context
of contemporary America. Within the framework of compassionate love, the book highlights the need
for researchers and clinicians to include the broader cultural contexts in their sexual
trauma-informed studies and interventions. Using genetic studies and empirical evidence, the
volume contributes significantly to discussion around Black relationships and historical trauma and
to the broader challenges within race relations in the United States. This book will benefit
researchers, academicians, and clinicians with an interest in sexual trauma, marriage, and family
therapy, and couples counseling more broadly. Readers will also find this book useful when
designing research in Black studies, intergenerational issues, or sexual intimacy.
  bible study on love and relationships: This I Know For Sure - Women's Bible Study Leader
Guide Babbie Mason, Jenny Youngman, 2013 Do you have a longing to know God more intimately?
Do you desire a rock-solid faith to believe God for the challenges you are facing, regardless of how
you may feel? Based on her book, This I Know For Sure, this six-week Bible study by award-winning
Gospel singer-songwriter and Bible teacher Babbie Mason challenges you to examine your personal
relationship with God, make up your mind to believe God's Word, regardless of your feelings or
circumstances, and take hold of some non-negotiable principles of the faith. Whether you are
wrestling with questions or fears, struggling in your relationship.
  bible study on love and relationships: Needed "All for Love's Sake" Ne Sherrill Foster,
2014-09-16 Ne Sherrill Foster's Needed “All for Love's Sake” is the engaging story of Maggie, a
young girl who lost her father at an early age and was sent off to boarding school by an unfeeling
mother, who severed all ties with her daughter. Even though Maggie came from a family of wealth,
lacking a safe, happy, and loving environment as an adolescent, self-doubt and low self-esteem
followed her into adulthood. As a young woman, she returned home to the family mansion long after



her mother's passing. Now she must create a life for herself in an unfamiliar world. A kind and
caring person, she set out to help others, all the while keeping her past a secret. Life became so
much more difficult when she met a young man who was recovering from the wounds of war. Over
time, they became very close friends, even though Maggie continued to keep her two lives separate.
On this path to adulthood, Maggie began to question her beliefs and sought out those who could
help her turn this caterpillar into a beautiful butterfly, while continuing her quest to create a better
world for others. Is this transformation even possible? Only God knows….
  bible study on love and relationships: Learning to Love Others Richard Peace, 2015-04-28
At the heart of Jesus' call to us is the call to love others. But this can be so difficult. For one thing,
others are not always very lovable; for another, loving others sometimes gets in the way of our own
self-interests. But if we want to follow Jesus, love needs to be our lifestyle, and the way we treat
others really does matter. It's not all sacrifice and pain, though. To be in loving relationship with
others is to be truly alive--and it's the source of our greatest joy. This study will help you love others
the way Jesus desires. You'll learn how to study the Bible as you examine and discuss topics such as
Loving Others, Loving Our Families, Fellowship with Others, Getting Along with Others, Opposition
from Others, Sharing Our Faith with Others, Serving Others. Each chapter has three main sections:
Group Study (materials for a sixty- to ninety-minute small-group Bible study); Study Resources
(notes and comments for use in both group and personal study); Personal Study (a series of
reflection questions for use by group members on their own during the week). Extra help is available
at the end of the book in the sections The Art of Leadership (tips on how to lead a small group) and
Small Group Leader's Guide (notes on each session). The goal of PILGRIMAGE GUIDES is to
understand what it means for us to meet and know Jesus. Through an examination of the spiritual
disciplines of Bible study, prayer, and worship, we experience what it means to be a spiritual
pilgrim--walking in a new way with God. And we look at how this new way changes the way we view
others and live our lives in Christ. PILGRIMAGE GUIDES: Learning to Love God Learning to Love
Ourselves Learning to Love Others
  bible study on love and relationships: Exalting Jesus in Proverbs Jonathan Akin, 2017-05-01
Edited by David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, this new commentary series, projected to be
48 volumes, takes a Christ-centered approach to expositing each book of the Bible.
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