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big business girl 1931 refers to a notable 1931 American comedy film that explores themes of

ambition, gender roles, and business acumen during the early 20th century. This movie uniquely

captures the era’s social and economic challenges while providing a comedic yet insightful look at a

woman navigating the male-dominated business world. The film is recognized for its portrayal of a

determined female protagonist breaking stereotypes in the 1930s. Throughout this article, we will delve

into the historical context of the film, its plot and characters, production details, reception, and its

significance in film history. Additionally, the article will highlight the societal impact and the legacy of

the “big business girl 1931” in cinematic and cultural terms.
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Historical Context and Background

The film big business girl 1931 was released during a period marked by the Great Depression, an era

that significantly influenced American society and the entertainment industry. The early 1930s saw

many films addressing economic hardships and shifting social dynamics, particularly concerning

women's roles. As women increasingly entered the workforce, cinema began reflecting changing



attitudes toward gender and business. This film stands as a cultural artifact of its time, offering insight

into the challenges and opportunities faced by women aspiring to achieve success in the corporate

world.

The Economic Climate of the Early 1930s

During the Great Depression, unemployment rates soared, and economic instability was widespread.

Women, although often marginalized in business, found new opportunities as economic necessity

pushed traditional boundaries. The film mirrors these societal shifts by presenting a narrative centered

around a female entrepreneur confronting and overcoming obstacles in a male-dominated

environment.

Women in Business in the 1930s

In the 1930s, women’s participation in business was growing but still limited by prevailing gender

norms. Films like big business girl 1931 depicted this transformation, highlighting themes of

independence, ambition, and resilience. The protagonist’s journey reflects broader societal debates

about gender equality and women’s economic empowerment during this transformative decade.

Plot Summary and Main Characters

The storyline of big business girl 1931 revolves around a young woman determined to succeed in the

competitive business world. Through wit, determination, and strategic thinking, she navigates corporate

challenges and societal expectations to assert her place in a traditionally male sphere.

Main Characters

Protagonist: The ambitious businesswoman whose journey drives the film’s narrative.



Supporting Male Lead: Often a business rival or potential ally, representing the traditional male

perspective.

Mentors and Colleagues: Characters who either support or challenge the protagonist’s ambitions.

Antagonists: Figures embodying societal resistance to women in business.

Plot Highlights

The film follows the protagonist’s rise from an entry-level position to a leadership role within a major

corporation. Key moments include strategic negotiations, overcoming personal and professional

setbacks, and challenging gender discrimination. The narrative combines humor with social

commentary, illustrating both the difficulties and triumphs of a woman in business during the 1930s.

Production and Direction

big business girl 1931 was produced during the pre-Code Hollywood era, which allowed for more

progressive and sometimes controversial themes related to gender and social issues. The film’s

production values, direction, and screenplay reflect the cinematic style of early 1930s American film.

Director and Creative Team

The director, known for crafting engaging comedies and dramas, brought a nuanced approach to the

film’s sensitive themes. The screenplay was written to balance entertainment with social critique,

ensuring the film’s appeal to a broad audience while addressing serious issues.



Filming Techniques and Style

The film utilized contemporary filming techniques, including dynamic dialogue-driven scenes and

character-focused storytelling. The cinematography emphasized both the urban business environment

and intimate moments, highlighting the protagonist’s personal growth.

Reception and Critical Analysis

Upon release, big business girl 1931 received mixed to positive reviews, with critics praising its

progressive portrayal of a female business leader and its comedic elements. The film resonated with

audiences facing economic uncertainty and shifting social norms.

Contemporary Reviews

Many reviewers highlighted the film’s fresh perspective on women’s empowerment and its timely

themes. The lead actress's performance was often singled out for its charm and conviction,

contributing to the film’s commercial success.

Modern Critical Perspective

From a modern standpoint, the film is considered an important example of early feminist cinema,

illustrating the challenges women faced in the workforce. Its blend of humor and social commentary

has been analyzed in film studies as reflective of pre-Code Hollywood’s willingness to explore complex

gender dynamics.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of big business girl 1931 extends beyond its initial release, influencing subsequent

portrayals of women in business in film and popular culture. It played a role in shaping early cinematic



narratives around female ambition and independence.

Influence on Later Films

The film set a precedent for later movies that featured strong female leads navigating corporate

settings. Its themes have echoed through decades of cinema, contributing to the evolving

representation of women in the workplace.

Significance in Gender Studies and Film History

Scholars often cite big business girl 1931 in discussions about gender roles in media and the history of

women’s representation in Hollywood. It serves as a case study for the intersection of entertainment,

gender politics, and economic realities of the early 20th century.

Key Contributions to Cultural Dialogue

Challenged traditional gender stereotypes in business.

Highlighted the economic and social challenges women faced.

Encouraged discourse on women’s empowerment through media.

Demonstrated the viability of female-led narratives in mainstream cinema.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Big Business Girl' (1931) about?

'Big Business Girl' is a 1931 pre-Code drama film that follows the story of a young woman navigating

the challenges of the business world during the early 20th century.

Who directed the film 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film was directed by Alfred E. Green, a notable director of the early sound era.

Who starred in 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film starred Joan Blondell in the lead role, alongside actors such as Richard Arlen and Glenda

Farrell.

What genre does 'Big Business Girl' (1931) belong to?

'Big Business Girl' is primarily a drama film with elements of romance and comedy, typical of pre-Code

Hollywood films.

Is 'Big Business Girl' (1931) considered a pre-Code film?

Yes, 'Big Business Girl' was released in 1931, during the pre-Code era before strict enforcement of the

Motion Picture Production Code.

What themes are explored in 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film explores themes such as women's independence, workplace challenges, romance, and the

pursuit of success in a male-dominated business environment.



Was 'Big Business Girl' (1931) commercially successful?

While not a major blockbuster, 'Big Business Girl' was well-received for its engaging story and

performances, fitting well within Warner Bros.' early 1930s output.

Where can I watch 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film may be available through classic movie streaming services, archives, or for purchase on

platforms that specialize in vintage films.

How does 'Big Business Girl' (1931) reflect the era it was made in?

'Big Business Girl' reflects the early 1930s by portraying a strong female protagonist dealing with

issues of career and romance, highlighting the evolving role of women during the pre-Code Hollywood

period.

Additional Resources

1. Big Business Girl: A 1931 Classic Novel

This novel tells the story of a young woman navigating the male-dominated corporate world of the

early 20th century. Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, it explores themes of ambition,

gender roles, and resilience. The protagonist’s journey highlights the challenges and triumphs faced by

women striving for success in business during this era.

2. Women in Business: The 1930s Breakthrough

This historical account examines the rise of women in the business sector during the 1930s. It delves

into societal attitudes, economic conditions, and pioneering female entrepreneurs who challenged

traditional norms. The book provides context for the cultural and economic environment surrounding

stories like Big Business Girl.

3. The Corporate Woman: Stories from the Early 20th Century

A collection of biographies and fictional stories about women making their mark in corporate America



before World War II. These narratives showcase the determination and innovation required to succeed

in a predominantly male industry. The book offers insight into the obstacles and opportunities of the

period.

4. Ambition and Adversity: Women Entrepreneurs of the 1930s

Focusing on real-life examples, this book highlights women who started and grew businesses during

the challenging economic times of the 1930s. It discusses how these entrepreneurs balanced societal

expectations with their professional goals. The stories reveal the grit and creativity that defined female

leadership at the time.

5. Business and Gender: A Historical Perspective

This academic work explores the intersection of gender and business from the early 1900s through the

Great Depression. It analyzes how cultural norms influenced women’s participation in the workforce

and business ownership. The book provides a thorough understanding of the environment in which

stories like Big Business Girl are set.

6. The Great Depression and Women’s Work

Examining the impact of the Great Depression on women’s employment, this book discusses shifts in

labor markets and gender roles. It highlights both setbacks and advancements for women in business

and industry during the 1930s. The narrative provides valuable background for understanding the

challenges faced by characters in Big Business Girl.

7. Pioneering Women in American Business

This book profiles trailblazing women who made significant contributions to American commerce in the

early 20th century. Through detailed stories, it celebrates their leadership and innovation amidst social

and economic hurdles. Readers gain appreciation for the legacy that inspired works like Big Business

Girl.

8. From Secretary to CEO: Women’s Career Paths in the 1930s

Tracking the evolving roles of women in corporate settings, this book traces career trajectories from

entry-level positions to executive leadership. It highlights the gradual breaking of glass ceilings and the



cultural shifts allowing greater female participation. The book complements the themes found in Big

Business Girl by illustrating real career progressions.

9. The Social History of Women in Business, 1920-1940

Offering a comprehensive look at the social dynamics affecting women in business, this book covers

fashion, education, family life, and workplace culture. It contextualizes the personal and professional

lives of women striving to succeed during the interwar period. The insights provided enrich

understanding of the era depicted in Big Business Girl.
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  big business girl 1931: Vitaphone Films Roy Liebman, 2010-09-02 The headline of the Variety
extra on October 27, 1926, proclaimed Vitaphone1 Thrills L.A.! Vitaphone, a subsidiary of Warner
Bros. formed in association with Western Electric, was one of the major producers of talkies, even
though its sound-on-disc technology barely lasted four years. The Vitaphone features and shorts that
have survived intact, or that have been so carefully restored, preserve much of the show business
history that might otherwise have been lost with the industry's fast-paced advances in movie making.
This book is a catalogue of Vitaphone features and shorts. The first section lists the features and
shorts by release number. The New York productions (1926-1940) are listed first, followed by the
West Coast productions (1927-1970). For shorts, the following particulars, if known and if
applicable, are given: title, alternate title(s), instrumental and vocal selections performed on screen,
composer(s) and performers of instrumental and vocal selections, release date and synopsis of the
film, names of major cast members and directors, set information if two or fewer sets were used, and
the amount paid to early performers. For features, entries list release dates, genre, and major cast
members. The section on performers includes only those who appeared in shorts, listing dates and
places of birth when known.
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  big business girl 1931: Hollywood Classics Index, Books 1-16: A-Z John Reid, 2006-05-14
This cumulative index to all the films detailed and reviewed in the Hollywood Classics series to date,
features both original release and alternative titles, together with the year of production. This book
is lavishly illustrated with black-and-white reproductions of original movie posters, many from the
author's private collection.
  big business girl 1931: HOLLYWOOD CLASSICS INDEX: Books 1-16, A - L John Howard Reid,
  big business girl 1931: The 1931-1940: American Film Institute Catalog of Motion
Pictures Produced in the United States American Film Institute, 1993 The entire field of film
historians awaits the AFI volumes with eagerness.--Eileen Bowser, Museum of Modern Art Film
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Department Comments on previous volumes: The source of last resort for finding socially valuable . .
. films that received such scant attention that they seem 'lost' until discovered in the AFI
Catalog.--Thomas Cripps Endlessly absorbing as an excursion into cultural history and national
memory.--Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
  big business girl 1931: The Women of Warner Brothers Daniel Bubbeo, 2010-06-21 The
lives and careers of Warner Brothers' screen legends Joan Blondell, Nancy Coleman, Bette Davis,
Olivia de Havilland, Glenda Farrell, Kay Francis, Ruby Keeler, Andrea King, Priscilla Lane, Joan
Leslie, Ida Lupino, Eleanor Parker, Ann Sheridan, Alexis Smith, and Jane Wyman are the topic of this
book. Some achieved great success in film and other areas of show business, but others failed to get
the breaks or became victims of the studio system's sometimes unpleasant brand of politics. The
personal and professional obstacles that each actress encountered are here set out in detail, often
with comments from the actresses who granted interviews with the author and from those people
who knew them best on and off the movie set. A filmography is included for each of the fifteen.
  big business girl 1931: Sex and the Office Julie Berebitsky, 2012-04-17 In this engaging
book—the first to historicize our understanding of sexual harassment in the workplace—Julie
Berebitsky explores how Americans' attitudes toward sexuality and gender in the office have
changed since the 1860s, when women first took jobs as clerks in the U.S. Treasury office.
Berebitsky recounts the actual experiences of female and male office workers; draws on archival
sources ranging from the records of investigators looking for waste in government offices during
World War II to the personal papers of Cosmopolitan editor Helen Gurley Brown and Ms. magazine
founder Gloria Steinem; and explores how popular sources—including cartoons, advertisements,
advice guides, and a wide array of fictional accounts—have represented wanted and unwelcome
romantic and sexual advances. This range of evidence and the study's long scope expose both
notable transformations and startling continuities in the interplay of gender, power and desire at
work.
  big business girl 1931: Chick Flicks Suzanne Ferriss, Mallory Young, 2008-03-03 With 11
original essays, this edited volume examines chick flicks from An Affair to Remember to Legally
Blonde within the larger context of chick culture as well as women’s cinema.
  big business girl 1931: Turner Classic Movies Presents Leonard Maltin's Classic Movie
Guide Leonard Maltin, 2015-09-29 The definitive guide to classic films from one of America's most
trusted film critics Thanks to Netflix and cable television, classic films are more accessible than
ever. Now co-branded with Turner Classic Movies, Leonard Maltin’s Classic Movie Guide covers
films from Hollywood and around the world, from the silent era through 1965, and from The Maltese
Falcon to Singin’ in the Rain and Godzilla, King of the Monsters! Thoroughly revised and updated,
and featuring expanded indexes, a list of Maltin’s personal recommendations, and three hundred
new entries—including many offbeat and obscure films—this new edition is a must-have companion
for every movie lover.
  big business girl 1931: The Stars of Hollywood Remembered J.G. Ellrod, 2024-10-09 Don
Ameche, Eve Arden, George Burns, Bette Davis, Greer Garson, Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer, George
Raft, Ginger Rogers, Barbara Stanwyck, Orson Welles, Cornel Wilde--these are among the stars who
graced the silver screen in Hollywood's Golden Age. Biographies and filmographies of these actors
and actresses and 70 others who had passed from the scene by September 1996 are presented in
this reference work. The biographical section focuses on how they came to be involved with whom
they shared the screen. The filmography lists all the films in which they appeared, along with the
studio and the year of release.
  big business girl 1931: Hollywood Classics Title Index to All Movies Reviewed in John Howard
Reid, 2010-10-27 A complete index to all the films reviewed in all 24 of the Hollywood Classics movie
books, this massive final volume not only devotes 120 pages to the title index but also contains 212
pages of exhaustive details and comments on an additional 80 must-see films. This additional 80
includes such classics as A Streetcar Named Desire, the 1937 Prisoner of Zenda, the multi-award
winning All the King's Men, Alfred Hitchcock's Vertigo, Henry King's Tol'able David, Cecil B.



DeMille's The Ten Commandments, Byron Haskin's The War of the Worlds, the Vivien Leigh and
Robert Taylor Waterloo Bridge, the Clark Gable and Jean Harlow Red Dust, Ronald Colman's If I
Were King, the classic noir Out of the Past, three versions of Romeo and Juliet, and the delightful
Claudette Colbert and James Stewart comedy, It's a Wonderful World.
  big business girl 1931: Hollywood Madonna Bernard F. Dick, 2025-05-15 Loretta Young
(1913–2000) was an Academy Award–winning actress known for devout Catholicism and her
performances in The Farmer's Daughter, The Bishop's Wife, and Come to the Stable, and for her
long-running and tremendously popular television series. But that was not the whole story..
Hollywood Madonna explores the full saga of Loretta Young's professional and personal life. She
made her film debut at age four, became a star at fifteen, and many awards and accolades later,
made her final television movie at age seventy-six. This biography withholds none of the details of
her affair with Clark Gable and the daughter that powerful love produced. Bernard F. Dick places
Young's affair in the proper context of the time and the choices available to women in 1935,
especially a noted Catholic like Young, whose career would have been in ruins if the public knew of
her tryst. With the birth of a daughter, who would have been branded a love child, Loretta Young
reached the crossroads of disclosure and deception, choosing the latter path. That choice resulted in
an illustrious career for her and a tortured childhood for her daughter.
  big business girl 1931: Costume Design in the Movies Elizabeth Leese, 2012-12-19
Comprehensive, lavishly illustrated reference work provides biographical/career data for major
designers (Adrian, Jean Louis, Edith Head, more). Updated to 1988, with over 400 new film credits.
177 illustrations. Index of 6,000 films.
  big business girl 1931: An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films Denise
Lowe, 2014-01-27 Examine women’s contributions to film—in front of the camera and behind it! An
Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films: 1895-1930 is an A-to-Z reference guide
(illustrated with over 150 hard-to-find photographs!) that dispels the myth that men dominated the
film industry during its formative years. Denise Lowe, author of Women and American Television: An
Encyclopedia, presents a rich collection that profiles many of the women who were crucial to the
development of cinema as an industry—and as an art form. Whether working behind the scenes as
producers or publicists, behind the cameras as writers, directors, or editors, or in front of the lens as
flappers, vamps, or serial queens, hundreds of women made profound and lasting contributions to
the evolution of the motion picture production. An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early
American Films: 1895-1930 gives you immediate access to the histories of many of the women who
pioneered the early days of cinema—on screen and off. The book chronicles the well-known figures
of the era, such as Alice Guy, Mary Pickford, and Francis Marion but gives equal billing to those who
worked in anonymity as the industry moved from the silent era into the age of sound. Their
individual stories of professional success and failure, artistic struggle and strife, and personal
triumph and tragedy fill in the plot points missing from the complete saga of Hollywood’s
beginnings. Pioneers of the motion picture business found in An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women
in Early American Films include: Dorothy Arnzer, the first woman to join the Directors Guild of
America and the only female director to make a successful transition from silent films to sound Jane
Murfin, playwright and screenwriter who became supervisor of motion pictures at RKO Studios Gene
Gauntier, the actress and scenarist whose adaptation of Ben Hur for the Kalem Film Company led to
a landmark copyright infringement case Theda Bara, whose on-screen popularity virtually built Fox
Studios before typecasting and overexposure destroyed her career Madame Sul-Te-Wan, née Nellie
Conley, the first African-American actor or actress to sign a film contract and be a featured
performer Dorothy Davenport, who parlayed the publicity surrounding her actor-husband’s
drug-related death into a career as a producer of social reform melodramas Lois Weber, a
street-corner evangelist who became one of the best-known and highest-paid directors in Hollywood
Lina Basquette, the “Screen Tragedy Girl” who married and divorced studio mogul Sam Warner, led
The Hollywood Aristocrats Orchestra, claimed to have been a spy for the American Office of
Strategic Services during World War II, and became a renowned dog expert in her later years and



many more! An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Women in Early American Films: 1895-1930 also includes
comprehensive appendices of the WAMPAS Baby Stars, the silent stars remembered in the
Graumann Chinese Theater Forecourt of the Stars and those immortalized on the Hollywood Walk of
Stars. The book is invaluable as a resource for researchers, librarians, academics working in film,
popular culture, and women’s history, and to anyone interested either professionally or casually in
the early days of Hollywood and the motion picture industry.
  big business girl 1931: International Dictionary of Films and Filmmakers: Writers and
production artists Tom Pendergast, Sara Pendergast, 2000 Contains over two thousand entries,
arranged alphabetically within four volumes, that provide information about significant films, actors
and actresses, directors, and writers and production artists in North American, British, and West
European cinematic history. Includes photographs and indexes.
  big business girl 1931: The Film Daily Year Book of Motion Pictures , 1938
  big business girl 1931: Hollywood Movie Musicals John Howard Reid, 2006-04 When most
people think of movie musicals, films like Singin' in the Rain, Sound of Music, The Red Shoes, On the
Town, White Christmas, Ziegfeld Follies, Top Hat, Funny Face and Funny Girl immediately come to
mind. Such films are included in this book, as are many of the works of major stars, including Fred
Astaire, Bing Crosby, Gene Kelly, Betty Grable, Shirley Temple, Julie Andrews, Elvis Presley, Lucille
Ball, Alice Faye, Jeanette MacDonald, Maurice Chevalier, Nelson Eddy, Doris Day, Dick Powell, Betty
Hutton, Eleanor Powell, and Al Jolson. But attention is also drawn to less lavishly produced but very
pleasant musical offerings from both major and minor studios (including perhaps the finest B
musical ever made). In all, 125 pictures are reviewed and detailed with full cast and technical
credits, plus songs and musical numbers, awards, release dates and other essential background
information.
  big business girl 1931: From Reverence to Rape Molly Haskell, 2016-10-05 The
“groundbreaking study” of female representation in film, now with a new introduction by the author
(New York Times Book Review). A landmark of feminist cinema criticism, Molly Haskell’s From
Reverence to Rape remains as insightful, searing, and relevant as it was when it first appeared in
1974. Ranging across time and genres from the golden age of Hollywood to films of the late
twentieth century, Haskell analyzes images of women in movies, the relationship between these
images and the status of women in society, the stars who fit these images or defied them, and the
attitudes of their directors. This new edition features both a new foreword by New York Times film
critic Manohla Dargis and a new introduction from the author that discusses the book’s reception
and the evolution of her views.
  big business girl 1931: Motion Pictures Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1951
  big business girl 1931: Inventing the Public Enemy David E. Ruth, 1996-04-15 Ruth shows that
the media gangster was less a reflection of reality than a projection created from Americans' values,
concerns, and ideas about what would sell.
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