bharati mukherjee the management of
grief

bharati mukherjee the management of grief is a poignant short story that
delves into the complex emotional landscape of loss, identity, and cultural
conflict. This narrative, written by Bharati Mukherjee, explores the
aftermath of a tragic event and the ways individuals cope with overwhelming
grief. The story is set against the backdrop of a disaster that brings
together a diverse group of characters, each grappling with their personal
sorrow. Through vivid storytelling and cultural nuance, Mukherjee examines
themes such as diaspora, assimilation, and the clash between traditional and
modern ways of mourning. This article provides an in-depth analysis of "The
Management of Grief," highlighting its plot, themes, character development,
and literary significance. Readers will gain insight into how Mukherjee uses
the story to address universal experiences of grief, while also shedding
light on specific cultural contexts. The following sections will guide the
reader through a detailed exploration of the story’s background, narrative
techniques, thematic elements, and its place within Bharati Mukherjee’s body
of work.
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Background and Context of the Story

Bharati Mukherjee’s "The Management of Grief" was first published in 1988 and
is inspired by the real-life tragedy of the Air India Flight 182 bombing in
1985. This tragic event, which resulted in the loss of 329 lives,
predominantly affected the Indian diaspora community. Mukherjee, an acclaimed
Indian-American writer, often focuses on themes of immigration, identity, and
cultural displacement in her works. The story reflects her interest in how
individuals from immigrant backgrounds navigate the challenges of loss and
belonging in foreign environments. "The Management of Grief" situates itself
within the larger discourse of diasporic literature, engaging with the
emotional complexities faced by those who straddle multiple cultures. The
narrative also critiques the ways in which grief is managed both personally
and institutionally, highlighting cultural differences in mourning practices
and expectations.



Historical and Cultural Background

The Air India bombing was a pivotal moment in Canadian and Indian diasporic
history, bringing to light issues of terrorism, identity, and
multiculturalism. Mukherjee’s story contextualizes this event within the
lived experiences of the victims’ families, particularly focusing on the
Indian immigrant community in Canada. The cultural backdrop is essential for
understanding the story’s exploration of grief, as it contrasts Western
approaches to mourning with Indian cultural traditions. This juxtaposition
emphasizes the dissonance that diasporic individuals often experience when
dealing with tragedy far from their homeland.

Author’s Perspective and Influences

Mukherjee’s own immigrant experience informs her portrayal of cultural
conflict and adaptation. Her writing is known for its empathetic yet critical
perspective on the immigrant experience, blending personal insight with
broader social commentary. "The Management of Grief" reflects her nuanced
understanding of the emotional toll of displacement and the search for
identity amid loss. The story also draws from postcolonial theory and
feminist perspectives, examining gender roles and expectations within the
grieving process.

Plot Summary of '"The Management of Grief"

The story centers on Shaila Bhave, a widow who loses her husband and two sons
in the Air India Flight 182 disaster. The narrative opens with Shaila
receiving the devastating news and follows her journey through shock, denial,
and eventual acceptance. Mukherjee provides a detailed account of the
bureaucratic and emotional challenges Shaila faces as she navigates the
aftermath of the tragedy. The story also portrays other grieving families,
illustrating varied responses to shared trauma. Shaila ultimately chooses to
embrace a new life in Canada, symbolizing resilience and the redefinition of
identity through grief management.

Initial Shock and Denial

Shaila’s immediate reaction to the tragedy is marked by disbelief and
numbness. The story captures the surreal nature of receiving devastating news
and the difficulty of processing such loss. Mukherjee describes Shaila’s
physical and emotional responses vividly, creating a powerful portrayal of
initial grief.

Interaction with the Grief Committee

Following the tragedy, a grief committee is formed to support the victims’
families. Mukherjee uses this setting to explore institutional responses to
grief and the tension between collective and individual mourning. Shaila’s
interactions with the committee members reveal cultural misunderstandings and
highlight the limitations of formal grief management.



Acceptance and Moving Forward

As the story progresses, Shaila begins to reconcile her loss with her present
reality. She acknowledges the need to let go of the past while honoring the
memories of her loved ones. The narrative concludes with Shaila’s decision to
rebuild her life in Canada, symbolizing hope and the possibility of healing
beyond grief.

Main Themes and Motifs

"The Management of Grief" is rich with themes that explore the human
condition in the face of tragedy. Bharati Mukherjee uses the story to dissect
the multifaceted nature of loss, cultural identity, and resilience. The
themes resonate universally while being firmly rooted in the specific
experiences of the Indian diaspora.

Grief and Mourning

The central theme of the story is the varied and complex experience of grief.
Mukherjee examines how grief is managed differently across cultures and
individuals. The narrative emphasizes that mourning is not a linear process
but a deeply personal and culturally influenced journey.

Identity and Diaspora

The story highlights the challenges faced by immigrants in maintaining
cultural identity while adapting to new environments. Shaila’s grief becomes
a metaphor for the broader experience of displacement and the struggle to
find belonging in a foreign land. The theme of diaspora is intertwined with
the negotiation of cultural expectations and personal healing.

Resilience and Healing

Despite the overwhelming loss, the story ultimately conveys a message of
strength and recovery. Mukherjee portrays resilience as a critical aspect of
managing grief, emphasizing the importance of moving forward while honoring
the past. Healing is depicted as a continuous process shaped by cultural and
individual factors.

Conflict Between Tradition and Modernity

The narrative juxtaposes traditional Indian mourning practices with Western
approaches to grief. This conflict underscores the cultural tensions
experienced by diasporic individuals and the complexities of navigating
multiple cultural identities. Mukherjee uses this theme to critique rigid
cultural norms and advocate for a more inclusive understanding of grief.



Character Analysis

The story’s characters are carefully crafted to embody the emotional and
cultural tensions inherent in grief management. Bharati Mukherjee provides
deep psychological insight into their experiences, making the narrative both
intimate and universal.

Shaila Bhave

Shaila is the protagonist whose Jjourney anchors the story. She represents the
intersection of personal loss and cultural identity. Through her eyes,
readers witness the profound impact of grief and the challenges of cultural
assimilation. Shaila’s evolution from despair to acceptance illustrates the
story’s core message of resilience.

Members of the Grief Committee

The grief committee members symbolize institutional and cultural responses to
tragedy. Their interactions with Shaila reveal varying degrees of empathy,
misunderstanding, and cultural bias. These characters serve as a foil to
Shaila’s personal grief, highlighting the tension between collective
management and individual emotional needs.

Other Victims’ Families

The diverse reactions of other family members provide a broader perspective
on grief. Mukherjee uses these characters to explore different cultural
attitudes and coping mechanisms, enriching the narrative’s exploration of
mourning.

Literary Techniques and Style

Bharati Mukherjee employs various literary techniques in "The Management of
Grief" to enhance the story’s emotional depth and thematic complexity. Her
style is marked by clarity, vivid imagery, and cultural specificity.

Narrative Structure

The story is structured in a linear fashion, following Shaila’s emotional
journey from the moment of the disaster to her eventual acceptance. This
straightforward structure allows readers to connect deeply with her
experience and the unfolding grief.

Symbolism and Imagery

Mukherjee uses symbolism to underscore themes of loss and renewal. Objects
such as photographs, clothing, and cultural artifacts serve as reminders of
the past and anchors for memory. Imagery related to water, fire, and light
often appears, symbolizing purification, destruction, and hope.



Language and Tone

The language 1is precise and evocative, balancing emotional intensity with
restraint. Mukherjee’s tone is empathetic yet analytical, enabling readers to
engage with the characters’ pain while reflecting on broader cultural issues.

Cultural Significance and Impact

"The Management of Grief" holds a significant place in contemporary
literature, particularly within the genres of diasporic and postcolonial
writing. Bharati Mukherjee’s story has been widely studied for its insightful
portrayal of immigrant experiences and the complexities of grief.

Contribution to Diasporic Literature

The story enriches diasporic literature by providing a nuanced perspective on
how immigrant communities confront trauma and loss. It challenges monolithic
narratives of grief and identity, emphasizing diversity and cultural
specificity.

Influence on Discussions of Multiculturalism

Mukherjee’s work contributes to conversations about multiculturalism,
especially in Canada and the United States. It highlights the need for
culturally sensitive approaches to grief management and social support
systems for immigrant populations.

Educational and Critical Reception

"The Management of Grief" is frequently included in academic curricula
addressing literature, cultural studies, and trauma. Critics praise the story
for its emotional power, cultural insight, and literary craftsmanship,
solidifying Bharati Mukherjee’s reputation as a vital voice in contemporary
fiction.

Key Takeaways

e The story foregrounds the intersection of personal loss and cultural
identity.

e It critigques institutional approaches to grief within multicultural
societies.

e Mukherjee’s narrative emphasizes resilience and the possibility of
healing.

e The work bridges Indian cultural traditions and Western contexts.

e It remains a critical text for understanding diasporic experiences of
tragedy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Bharati Mukherjee's 'The
Management of Grief'?
The central theme of 'The Management of Grief' is coping with loss and

trauma, particularly in the aftermath of the 1985 Air India bombing, and
exploring the complexities of grief, cultural identity, and healing.

How does Bharati Mukherjee portray cultural identity
in 'The Management of Grief'?

Mukherjee portrays cultural identity as multifaceted and evolving,
highlighting how the characters navigate between their Indian heritage and
Canadian surroundings while dealing with grief and loss.

What role does the narrator play in 'The Management
of Grief'?

The narrator, Shaila Bhave, serves as a compassionate intermediary who helps
families affected by the Air India tragedy manage their grief, reflecting on
personal and collective sorrow.

How does 'The Management of Grief' address the theme
of community support?

'The Management of Grief' emphasizes the importance of community support in
the healing process, showing how shared experiences and collective mourning
help individuals cope with devastating loss.

In what ways does Bharati Mukherjee use symbolism in
'The Management of Grief'?

Mukherjee uses symbolism such as rituals, traditional customs, and the act of
remembrance to depict the ongoing process of mourning and the attempt to find
meaning and closure after tragedy.

Additional Resources

1. The Management of Grief by Bharati Mukherjee

This poignant short story explores the aftermath of the Air India Flight 182
bombing through the eyes of an Indian-Canadian woman. It delves into themes
of loss, cultural identity, and the complex process of grieving across
cultural boundaries. Mukherjee's narrative highlights the emotional and
social challenges faced by immigrant families in the wake of tragedy.

2. Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri
A Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of short stories that examine the lives
of Indian and Indian-American characters grappling with cultural displacement



and personal loss. Lahiri's subtle storytelling shares thematic resonance
with Mukherjee’s work, especially in dealing with identity, grief, and the
immigrant experience.

3. Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai

This novel portrays the effects of colonialism, immigration, and
globalization on individuals living in India and abroad. It addresses themes
of loss and cultural conflict, much like Mukherjee’s narrative, focusing on
how characters manage grief and alienation in a changing world.

4. Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri

Another collection by Lahiri that explores the complexities of family
relationships, cultural tensions, and mourning within immigrant families. The
stories reveal how characters navigate their grief and identity, echoing the
emotional landscapes found in Mukherjee’s “The Management of Grief.”

5. Brick Lane by Monica Ali

Set in London’s Bangladeshi community, this novel focuses on the life of a
woman adapting to a new culture while dealing with personal loss and
displacement. Themes of grief, resilience, and cultural negotiation align
closely with the issues Mukherjee raises in her story.

6. Sea of Poppies by Amitav Ghosh

While primarily a historical novel, it touches on themes of migration, loss,
and identity during the British colonial era. The narrative’s exploration of
diverse characters facing upheaval offers a broader context for understanding
grief and displacement, akin to Mukherjee’s treatment of these themes.

7. When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi

A memoir by a neurosurgeon facing terminal illness, reflecting on mortality,
loss, and meaning. Though different in context, its profound examination of
grief and acceptance complements the emotional depth found in Mukherjee’s
story.

8. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

This novel follows the life of an Indian-American immigrant family wrestling
with cultural identity, loss, and the impact of death on family dynamics. It
shares Mukherjee’s focus on the immigrant experience and the personal process
of managing grief across generations.

9. Family Matters by Rohinton Mistry

Set in India, this novel explores complex family relationships, loss, and the
struggle to maintain identity amidst change. Mistry’s nuanced portrayal of
grief and cultural tension resonates with the themes of Mukherjee’s "The
Management of Grief."
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bharati mukherjee the management of grief: South Asian American Literature - Comparing
Bharati Mukherjee's "The Management of Grief" and Meera Nair's "Video" Sonja Blum, 2008-06
Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7,
University of Osnabr ck (Institut f r Anglistik / Amerikanistik), course: Contemporary Asian American
Literature: Themes, Topics, Concerns, 22 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract:
The inclusion of Indian American authors into the genre of Asian American literature is widely
discussed and criticized. In my opinion as well as in the view of a great amount of other people,
"Asian American literature' is not an ethically or nationally bound category of writing. Instead, it is a
term which is used to refer to texts written by North American writers of Asian descent.' This is the
reason why I have chosen works by Bharati Mukherjee and Meera Nair for the following analysis.
Both writers are born in India, both immigrated to the United States of America, both deal with 'the
urgent negotiation and re-negotiation of the problematics of gendered, ethicised and nationalised
identity.' However, either one of them reveals a different attitude towards their home country, uses
a different language style and enjoys different success. (...)

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Spaces of Translation, 1997

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: A Study Guide for Bharati Mukherjee's
"Management of Grief" Gale, Cengage Learning,

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Companion to Literature Abby H. P.
Werlock, 2009 Praise for the previous edition:Booklist/RBB Twenty Best Bets for Student
ResearchersRUSA/ALA Outstanding Reference Source ... useful ... Recommended for public libraries
and undergraduates.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Conversations with Bharati Mukherjee Bharati
Mukherjee, 2009 The first naturalized citizen to win the National Book Critics Circle Award, Bharati
Mukherjee (b. 1940), born into a rigid hierarchy as a Bengali Brahmin and raised in the elite of
Calcutta society, joined the American masses by choice. This journey from a privileged yet
circumscribed life to one of free will and risk supplied the experiences she has turned into literature.
From her first interview, originally published over three decades ago in her native tongue Bengali in
the Calcutta journal Desh and appearing here for the first time in English, to an in-depth interview in
2007 granted specifically for this collection, this volume provides a candid look at the woman who
has been called the grande dame of diasporic Indian literature.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: The Oxford Book of American Short
Stories Joyce Carol Oates, 1992 This volume offers a survey of American short fiction in 59 tales
that combine classic works with 'different, unexpected gems', which invite readers to explore a
wealth of important pieces by women and minority writers. Authors include: Amy Tan, Alice Adams,
David Leavitt and Tim O'Brien.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Troubling the Canon of Citizenship
Education George H. Richardson, David W. Blades, 2006 The discourse of civic education privileges
liberal democratic understandings of citizenship. Yet we know that such understandings do not
accurately represent the complex, plural, and problematic nature of citizenship in contemporary
society. To stimulate discussion about new possibilities for teaching citizenship, this volume brings
together the work of Canadian and American curriculum scholars to «trouble» the existing canon of
citizenship education. Addressing themes as diverse as gender, sexual orientation, globalization,
agency, ontology, and interdisciplinarity, the essays that make up this collection seek to enlarge and
expand upon the ways educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers might approach teaching
citizenship.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: The Politics of Mourning Rochelle Almeida,
2004 Does one's gender, race, skin color, nationality, cultural upbringing, or religious background
have any impact upon the manner in which people from varying cultural environments choose to
mourn their loss and resolve grief?

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: South Asian American Literature - Comparing

Bharati Mukherjee's "The Management of Grief" and Meera Nair's "Video" Sonja Blum, 2008-06-16




Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7,
University of Osnabruck (Institut fur Anglistik / Amerikanistik), course: Contemporary Asian
American Literature: Themes, Topics, Concerns, language: English, abstract: The inclusion of Indian
American authors into the genre of Asian American literature is widely discussed and criticized. In
my opinion as well as in the view of a great amount of other people, "Asian American literature' is
not an ethically or nationally bound category of writing. Instead, it is a term which is used to refer to
texts written by North American writers of Asian descent.' This is the reason why I have chosen
works by Bharati Mukherjee and Meera Nair for the following analysis. Both writers are born in
India, both immigrated to the United States of America, both deal with 'the urgent negotiation and
re-negotiation of the problematics of gendered, ethicised and nationalised identity.' However, either
one of them reveals a different attitude towards their home country, uses a different language style
and enjoys different success. (...)

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Great World Writers Patrick M. O'Neil, 2004
This nicely illustrated reference for junior high and high school students offers 20-page profiles of 93
of the world's most influential writers of the twentieth century. Arranged alphabetically, each profile
provides facts about the writer's life and works as well as a commentary on his or her significance,
discussion of political and social events that occurred during his or her lifetime, a reader's guide to
major works, and events, beliefs or traditions that inspired the writer's works.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Understanding Bharati Mukherjee Ruth
Maxey, 2019-09-06 2021 Choice Outstanding Academic Title Bharati Mukherjee was the first major
South Asian American writer and the first naturalized American citizen to win the National Book
Critics Circle Award. Born in Kolkata, India, she immigrated to the United States in 1961 and went
on to publish eight novels, two short story collections, two long works of nonfiction, and numerous
essays, book reviews, and newspaper articles. She was professor emerita in the Department of
English at the University of California, Berkeley, until her death in 2017. In Understanding Bharati
Mukherjee, Ruth Maxey discusses Mukherjee's influence on younger South Asian American women
writers, such as Jhumpa Lahiri and Chitra Divakaruni. Mukherjee's powerful writing also enjoyed
popular appeal, with some novels achieving best-seller status and international acclaim; her 1989
novel Jasmine was translated into multiple languages. One of the earliest writers to feature South
Asian Americans in literary form, Mukherjee reflected upon the influence of non-European
immigrants to the United States, following passage of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965,
which abolished the quota system. Her vision of a globalized, interconnected world has been
regarded as prophetic, and when Mukherjee died, diverse North American writers—Margaret
Atwood, Joyce Carol Oates, Russell Banks, Michael Ondaatje, Ann Beattie, Amy Tan, and Richard
Ford—came forward to praise her work and its importance. Understanding Bharati Mukherjee is the
first book to examine this pioneering author's complete oeuvre and to identify its legacy. Maxey
offers new insights into widely discussed texts and recuperates overlooked works, such as
Mukherjee's first and last published short stories, her neglected nonfiction, and her many essays.
Critically situating both well-known and under-discussed texts, this study analyzes the aesthetic and
ideological complexity of Mukherjee's writing, considering her sophisticated, erudite, multilayered
use of intertextuality, especially her debt to cinema. Maxey argues that understanding the range of
formal and stylistic strategies in play is crucial to grasping Mukherjee's work.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Migrant Voices in Literatures in English Anu
Shukla, 2006 Papers presented at the Second World Conference of World Association for Studies in
Literatures in English, held at Nagpur in January 2004.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction
Bausch, Richard, 2015-02-18 <em>The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction</em>, shorter edition
features 73 works&#8212;many of them new to this edition&#8212;by 69 authors, offering a broad
collection of short stories with the most thoughtful annotations and apparatus on the market. With a
new Authors in Depth feature, an extensive Reviews and Commentaries section, and expanded
coverage of Writers on Writing, the shorter eighth edition provides a wealth of criticism of key works




and authors, as well as the opportunity to look deeper into the craft of fiction.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: South Asian Racialization and Belonging after
9/11 Aparajita De, 2016-05-26 This collection of essays interrogates literary and cultural narratives
in the contexts of the incidents following 9/11. The collected essays underscore the new and
(re)emerging racial, political, and socio-cultural discourse on identity related to terrorism and
identity politics. Specifically, the collection examines South Asian American identities to understand
culture, policy making, and the implicit gendered racialization, sexualization, and socio-economic
classification of minority identities within the discourse of globalization. The essays included here
relocate the discourse of race and cultural studies to an examination of transnational labor
diasporas, reopen debate on critical constructions of U.S. racial and cultural formations, and
question the reconfiguration of gendered and sexualized discourses of the South Asian diaspora
within the context of national security and terrorism. This book provides a multifaceted account of
South Asian racialization and belonging by drawing from disciplines across the humanities and the
social sciences. The scholars included here employ methods of ethnographic studies as well as
literary, culture, film, and feminist analysis to examine a wide range of South Asian cultural sites:
novels, short stories, cultural texts, documentaries, and sports. The rich intellectual, theoretical,
methodological, and narrative tapestry of South Asians that emerges from this inquiry enables us to
trace new patterns of South Asian cultural consumption post-9/11 as well as expand notions and
histories of “terror.” This volume makes an important contribution to renewing scholarship in the
key areas of representations of race, labor, diaspora, class, and culture while implicating that there
needs to be a simultaneous and critical dialogue on the scope and reconnections within postcolonial
studies.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Story-Wallah! Shyam Selvadurai, 2014-03-31
Recently, South Asian writers such as Salman Rushdie, Michael Ondaatje, Rohinton Mistry, Bharati
Mukherjee, Jhumpa Lahiri, and Monica Ali have been dominating the world’s literary scene, winning
prestigious prizes, and appearing on numerous bestseller lists, and being hailed by critics and
readers worldwide. Yet never before has their work appeared together in an anthology. Now, for the
first time, the internationally heralded writer Shyam Selvadurai has collected the very best of South
Asian short fiction in Story-Wallah!, a remarkable anthology showcasing 26 beautifully written
stories whose memorable characters will remain with the reader long after they have closed the
pages of this book. A wallah is a hawker or merchant. In Story-Wallah! some of the world’s best
fiction writers hawk their wares from different parts of the South Asian diaspora - Canada, the
United States, Britain, Guyana, Trinidad, Malaysia, Tanzania, Fiji - creating a virtual map of the
world with their tales. There is an eclectic quality to the way the stories jostle up against each other:
life on a sugar plantation in Trinidad next to the story of a childhood in rural 1930’s Australia. A
Christmas in Fiji next to the attempts by an Indian family in South Africa to arrange a marriage for
their rebellious daughter. A honeymoon in lush Sri Lanka next to the trials of a Bangladeshi refugee
in England. The result is a marvelous cacophony, like early morning at a South Asian bazaar.
Story-Wallah! is essential reading for anyone with an interest in South Asian writers and the
dynamic, important tales they have to tell.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Dying and Death in Canada, Fourth Edition
Herbert C. Northcott, Donna M. Wilson, 2021-11-15 The fourth edition of Dying and Death in Canada
explores how the intensely personal experience of dying and death is shaped by society and culture,
with new discussions of MAID and COVID-19.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Remembering Air India Chandrima
Chakraborty, Amber Dean, Angela Failler, 2022-09-02 On June 23, 1985, the bombing of Air India
Flight 182 killed 329 people, most of them Canadians. Today this pivotal event in Canada’s history is
hazily remembered, yet certain interests have shaped how the tragedy is woven into public memory,
and even exploited to advance a strategic national narrative. Remembering Air India insists that we
“remember Air India otherwise.” This collection investigates the Air India bombing and its
implications for current debates about racism, terrorism, and citizenship. Drawing together



academic analysis, testimony, visual arts, and creative writing, this innovative volume tenders a new
public record of the bombing, one that shows how important creative responses are for deepening
our understanding of the event and its aftermath. Contributions by: Cassel Busse, Chandrima
Chakraborty, Amber Dean, Rita Kaur Dhamoon, Angela Failler, Teresa Hubel, Suvir Kaul, Elan
Marchinko, Eisha Marjara, Bharati Mukherjee, Lata Pada, Uma Parameswaran, Sherene H. Razack,
Renée Sarojini Saklikar, Maya Seshia, Karen Sharma, Deon Venter, Padma Viswanathan

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American
Fiction Judie Newman, 2014-07-17 This book examines the quest for/failure of Utopia across a range
of contemporary American/transnational fictions in relation to terror and globalization through
authors such as Susan Choi, André Dubus, Dalia Sofer, and John Updike. While recent critical
thinkers have reengaged with Utopia, the possibility of terror — whether state or non-state, external
or homegrown — shadows Utopian imaginings. Terror and Utopia are linked in fiction through the
exploration of the commodification of affect, a phenomenon of a globalized world in which feelings
are managed, homogenized across cultures, exaggerated, or expunged according to a dominant
model. Narrative approaches to the terrorist offer a means to investigate the ways in which fiction
can resist commodification of affect, and maintain a reasoned but imaginative vision of possibilities
for human community. Newman explores topics such as the first American bestseller with a Muslim
protagonist, the links between writer and terrorist, the work of Iranian-Jewish Americans, and the
relation of race and religion to Utopian thought.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: The Fiction of South Asians in North
America and the Caribbean Mitali P. Wong, Zia Hasan, 2010-06-28 This study establishes
connections between the themes and methodologies of writers within the South Asian diaspora in
the New World, and serves both serious analysts as well as beginning readers of South Asian fiction.
It is an impartial study that analyzes the stylistic excellence of South Asian fiction and the clearly
emergent motifs of the writers, recognizing the value of the interplay of cultural differences and the
need for resolution of those differences. The book begins with a discussion of the works of
Indo-Caribbean novelists Samuel Selvon and V.S. Naipaul, author of A House for Mr. Biswas and The
Enigma of Arrival, thereby establishing parallels between the immigration patterns of the South
Asian diaspora who first emigrated to the Caribbean long before significant numbers of South Asians
came to the United States. Next, the fiction of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala (Heat and Dust), the
non-fictional narratives of Ved Mehta (Face to Face), and the satire and social criticism of Bharati
Mukherjee (Wife) and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni (Sister of My Heart) are discussed. New literary
voices such as those of Bapsi Sidhwa (An American Brat), Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri,
whose characters, plots and themes deal with universal human experiences, Akhil Sharma, Manil
Suri and Samrat Upadhyay are studied for the new directions and new methods they offer. A
sub-genre of young adult fiction is discovered in the novels of Dhan Gopal Mukerji, such as in his
Gay-Neck: The Story of a Pigeon, and more recently in the works of Mitali Perkins and Indi Rana.
Recent expatriate novelists from South Asia such as Anita Desai, Amitav Chosh, Vikram Chandra and
the American editions of Vikram Seth's novels are appraised together with contemporary
Indo-Canadian novelists and Indo-Caribbean novelists resident in Canada.

bharati mukherjee the management of grief: Littératures Canadiennes Et Identités
Postcoloniales Marc Maufort, Franca Bellarsi, 2002 This volume offers challenging assessments of
the reconfigurations that have shaped Anglophone and Francophone Canadian literatures in the last
decades of the twentieth century. Focusing on the pursuit of an ever-elusive «Canadianness» in
literary texts, it documents the astonishing range of Canadian diasporic identities that have recently
emerged in the Canadian literary landscape. The contributors to this volume boldly transgress the
widely held critical assumptions of postcolonialism in their examination of the literary
representations of contemporary Canada's many «Others». Ce volume rassemble nombre d'analyses
innovatrices des reconfigurations qui ont caractérisé les littératures canadiennes anglophones et
francophones durant les derniéres décennies du vingtieme siecle. Tout en se concentrant sur la
quéte de l'insaisissable «Canadianité» en littérature, 1'ouvrage démontre 1'étonnante diversité des




identités diasporiques qui ont récemment émergé dans le paysage littéraire canadien. Les
contributeurs de ce volume transgressent audacieusement les certitudes généralement acquises du
postcolonialisme afin de mieux décrire les représentations littéraires des nombreux «Autres» du
Canada actuel.
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