
become an aha instructor

become an aha instructor is a rewarding career path for healthcare
professionals and educators seeking to expand their impact by teaching
lifesaving skills. The American Heart Association (AHA) offers comprehensive
instructor training programs designed to certify individuals to teach courses
in CPR, first aid, and advanced cardiovascular life support. This article
explores the detailed steps to become an AHA instructor, including
eligibility requirements, training courses, and certification renewal
processes. Understanding the role of an AHA instructor and the benefits it
brings to communities and employers is essential for those looking to
contribute effectively to emergency preparedness and health education.
Additionally, the discussion covers the essential skills and qualities needed
to succeed in this position. Whether you aim to teach in healthcare settings
or community organizations, this guide provides a clear roadmap. Read on for
a structured overview and practical advice on becoming an AHA instructor and
making a difference in lifesaving education.
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Understanding the Role of an AHA Instructor
Becoming an AHA instructor means taking on the responsibility of teaching
critical lifesaving skills to a variety of audiences. AHA instructors lead
courses such as Basic Life Support (BLS), Advanced Cardiovascular Life
Support (ACLS), Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS), and Heartsaver First
Aid CPR AED. Their role is vital in disseminating standardized, evidence-
based techniques to help individuals respond effectively in emergencies.
Instructors not only deliver training but also assess student performance,
provide feedback, and ensure compliance with AHA guidelines and protocols.
The impact of an AHA instructor extends beyond classrooms, contributing to
improved community health outcomes and enhanced workplace safety.



Types of Courses Taught by AHA Instructors
AHA instructors are authorized to teach a variety of courses tailored to
different audiences and professional needs. These include:

Basic Life Support (BLS) for healthcare providers

Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support (ACLS) for advanced medical
personnel

Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) for pediatric healthcare
providers

Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED for the general public and workplace
responders

CPR and AED training for lay rescuers

Each course requires specific instructor training and certification, ensuring
that instructors are experts in their respective fields.

Eligibility and Prerequisites
To become an AHA instructor, candidates must meet certain eligibility
criteria that ensure they are qualified to teach lifesaving skills
effectively. These prerequisites vary depending on the type of instructor
certification sought but generally include being a current healthcare
provider or having relevant professional experience. Candidates must also
hold a current AHA provider card for the course they wish to teach. This
ensures familiarity with the latest guidelines and techniques before
transitioning to an instructor role.

Basic Eligibility Requirements
The standard eligibility requirements to become an AHA instructor include:

Current certification in the course to be taught (e.g., BLS, ACLS, PALS)

Completion of an AHA Instructor Essentials course

Recommendation from an AHA Training Center or an authorized AHA faculty
member

Possession of a valid healthcare provider license or equivalent
credentials, depending on the course



Meeting these requirements is essential to maintain the integrity and quality
of AHA training programs.

Training and Certification Process
The process of becoming an AHA instructor involves several key steps designed
to equip candidates with instructional skills and in-depth course knowledge.
The training process begins with attending an Instructor Essentials course,
which covers teaching methodologies, AHA policies, and administrative
responsibilities. After successful completion, candidates participate in a
monitored teaching session to demonstrate their ability to effectively
deliver course content and manage student evaluations.

Steps to Certification

Complete the relevant AHA provider course, such as BLS or ACLS.1.

Attend the AHA Instructor Essentials course to learn instructional2.
techniques and AHA program requirements.

Conduct a monitored teaching session under the supervision of an3.
experienced AHA instructor or Training Center faculty.

Receive approval from the Training Center to become a certified AHA4.
instructor.

Register as an instructor with the AHA and gain access to instructor5.
resources and materials.

Each step is critical to ensure that instructors can deliver high-quality
training that meets AHA standards.

Maintaining and Renewing Certification
Maintaining AHA instructor certification requires ongoing commitment to
professional development and adherence to updated guidelines. Certification
is typically valid for two years, after which instructors must renew their
credentials to remain active. Renewal involves completing refresher courses
or attending updated Instructor Essentials sessions. Staying current with the
latest science and teaching techniques ensures that instructors provide the
most accurate and effective training possible.



Requirements for Renewal
The renewal process generally includes:

Completion of an AHA Provider Renewal Course for the specific discipline
taught

Participation in an Instructor Update or Renewal Course as required

Documentation of teaching activity within the certification period

Submission of renewal applications through the Training Center or AHA
portal

Adhering to these requirements helps maintain certification status and
instructor credibility.

Benefits and Opportunities as an AHA Instructor
Becoming an AHA instructor opens doors to numerous professional and personal
benefits. Instructors gain recognition as experts in lifesaving education,
enhancing their professional credentials and career prospects. Teaching AHA
courses offers flexibility in scheduling and the opportunity to work in
diverse settings such as hospitals, educational institutions, corporate
environments, and community organizations. Additionally, instructors
contribute to public safety and health promotion by empowering others with
essential emergency response skills.

Professional Advantages

Enhanced resume and professional credibility in healthcare and safety
fields

Opportunities for networking with other healthcare professionals and
educators

Potential for additional income through teaching engagements

Access to ongoing education and resources from the American Heart
Association

These benefits make becoming an AHA instructor a worthwhile investment for
committed professionals.



Essential Skills and Qualities for Success
To excel as an AHA instructor, individuals must possess a combination of
technical knowledge, communication skills, and interpersonal qualities.
Effective instructors demonstrate confidence in their abilities and maintain
a calm demeanor, enabling them to teach potentially stressful emergency
procedures clearly and accurately. Strong organizational skills are necessary
to manage class logistics, student records, and certification processes.
Additionally, a passion for teaching and a commitment to community health are
fundamental traits that drive success in this role.

Key Attributes of Successful AHA Instructors

Thorough understanding of AHA guidelines and course content

Excellent verbal and nonverbal communication skills

Ability to assess and provide constructive feedback to students

Patience, empathy, and adaptability to diverse learner needs

Strong organizational and time management abilities

Developing these skills ensures instructors deliver effective, engaging, and
impactful training sessions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become an AHA
instructor?
To become an AHA instructor, you must be at least 18 years old, have a
current AHA provider certification in the discipline you wish to teach, and
have the approval of an AHA training center.

How can I apply to become an American Heart
Association (AHA) instructor?
You can apply to become an AHA instructor by contacting an AHA training
center, completing the instructor candidate course, and passing the required
skills and written tests.



What types of courses can an AHA instructor teach?
AHA instructors can teach a variety of courses including Basic Life Support
(BLS), Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support (ACLS), Pediatric Advanced Life
Support (PALS), and Heartsaver courses.

Do I need prior teaching experience to become an AHA
instructor?
Prior teaching experience is helpful but not mandatory. The AHA provides
instructor training that prepares candidates to effectively teach and
evaluate students.

What is the cost involved in becoming an AHA
instructor?
Costs vary depending on the training center but typically include fees for
the instructor course, instructional materials, and initial instructor card.
Additional costs may include renewal fees.

How long does it take to become an AHA certified
instructor?
The instructor candidate course usually takes one to two days to complete,
after which you must pass the required tests to become certified.

Can I teach AHA courses independently once certified
as an instructor?
No, AHA instructors must teach under the umbrella of an AHA training center
and follow AHA guidelines and protocols.

How do I maintain my status as an AHA instructor?
To maintain instructor status, you must renew your instructor certification
every two years by teaching a certain number of courses and completing any
required updates.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering AHA Instruction: A Comprehensive Guide for Educators
This book offers an in-depth look at the American Heart Association’s
teaching methodologies and curriculum. It covers essential skills for
becoming an effective AHA instructor, including lesson planning, student
assessment, and hands-on training techniques. Readers will gain confidence in
delivering CPR, AED, and First Aid courses with clarity and professionalism.



2. The AHA Instructor’s Handbook: Best Practices and Techniques
Designed for new and experienced instructors alike, this handbook provides
practical advice on classroom management, student engagement, and
certification requirements. It includes tips for handling diverse learner
groups and maintaining adherence to AHA protocols. The book also explores
updates in guidelines to keep instructors current.

3. Teaching Life-Saving Skills: A Guide for AHA Instructors
Focused on the core competencies needed to teach CPR and emergency
cardiovascular care, this guide emphasizes hands-on practice and real-world
scenarios. It helps instructors develop effective communication skills to
enhance student understanding and retention. The book includes sample lesson
plans and evaluation tools.

4. Becoming an Effective AHA Instructor: Strategies for Success
This resource highlights the qualities and strategies that distinguish
outstanding AHA instructors. It addresses common challenges faced during
instruction and offers solutions to improve learner outcomes. Additionally,
it covers professional development opportunities and networking within the
AHA instructor community.

5. CPR and AED Instruction: A Trainer’s Toolkit
This toolkit equips instructors with creative teaching aids, multimedia
resources, and assessment checklists to enhance CPR and AED training
sessions. It guides instructors on how to adapt lessons for different learner
needs, from healthcare providers to lay rescuers. The book also emphasizes
safety and ethical considerations during instruction.

6. First Aid Instruction for AHA Educators
Dedicated to first aid teaching, this book provides a thorough overview of
AHA’s first aid curriculum and instructional techniques. It includes case
studies demonstrating effective teaching moments and common student
misconceptions. Instructors will find valuable advice on fostering a
supportive learning environment.

7. Quality Assurance in AHA Training Programs
This title focuses on maintaining high standards in AHA courses through
continuous quality improvement. It explains the role of instructors in
monitoring course delivery and student performance. The book also discusses
compliance with AHA policies and the importance of feedback collection.

8. Innovations in AHA Instruction: Engaging Today’s Learners
Exploring modern educational technologies and interactive methods, this book
encourages instructors to incorporate digital tools and simulations into
their teaching. It highlights ways to make learning more engaging and
effective, catering to various learning styles. The book also covers virtual
and hybrid course formats.

9. The AHA Instructor’s Certification Guide
This comprehensive guide walks prospective instructors through the
certification process, from application to renewal. It clarifies



prerequisites, required documentation, and continuing education obligations.
Additionally, it offers tips for preparing for instructor exams and
maintaining credentials over time.
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FAAN Associate Dean for Clinical and Community Partnerships Vanderbilt University School of
Nursing Professor of Nursing, Vanderbilt University School of Nursing 2021-2023 President,
American Association of Nurse Practitioners —Ruth Kleinpell, PhD, APRN, ACNP-BC, FAANP, FAAN,
MCCM Associate Dean for Clinical Scholarship, Vanderbilt University School of Nursing Professor of
Nursing, Vanderbilt University School of Nursing 2017 President, Society of Critical Care Medicine
Encompassing all of the knowledge required to fulfill AACN and NONPF competencies and scope of
practice, this comprehensive, evidence-based text is the first written specifically for Adult
Gerontology Acute Care NP students and practitioners. With contributions from over 100 respected
practitioners in the field, it encompasses the most current information on the evaluation, diagnosis,
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diagnostic modalities, interprofessional collaboration, evidence-based treatment, and goals for
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