
becoming a cpa without an accounting
degree
becoming a cpa without an accounting degree is a goal that many aspiring
professionals pursue despite not having a traditional accounting education. The path to
earning the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) designation typically involves meeting
specific educational requirements, passing the CPA exam, and gaining relevant work
experience. However, individuals without an accounting degree can still navigate
alternative routes to fulfill these criteria. This article explores the steps, challenges, and
strategies for becoming a CPA without an accounting degree, including educational
pathways, exam preparation, and experience requirements. Understanding these aspects
can empower non-accounting graduates to successfully achieve CPA licensure. The guide
will cover eligibility criteria, qualifying educational courses, exam details, work experience
prerequisites, and tips for overcoming common obstacles in this journey.

Understanding CPA Eligibility Requirements Without an Accounting Degree

Educational Pathways to Meet CPA Requirements

Preparing for the CPA Exam Without an Accounting Background

Gaining Relevant Work Experience for CPA Licensure

Strategies for Success and Common Challenges

Understanding CPA Eligibility Requirements
Without an Accounting Degree
Each state board of accountancy sets its own criteria for CPA eligibility, but most require
candidates to have completed specific coursework in accounting and business-related
subjects. For individuals becoming a CPA without an accounting degree, it is crucial to
understand the educational and credit hour requirements mandated by the respective
state. Typically, states require at least 150 semester hours of college credit, including a
minimum number of accounting and business courses.

Educational Credit Hour Requirements
The 150-credit hour rule is a standard requirement for CPA candidates. While a traditional
accounting degree usually fulfills this, non-accounting majors must ensure they complete
equivalent credits through additional coursework. This often involves taking accounting
principles, auditing, taxation, and business law classes to cover the necessary knowledge
base. Candidates should verify their state's specific course requirements to ensure
compliance.



State Board Variations
Requirements vary across states, with some offering more flexible pathways for non-
accounting degree holders. Some states allow substitutions of related business courses or
accept graduate-level accounting classes. Understanding these variations is essential for
planning the educational path effectively, as some states may require fewer accounting
credits or offer provisional licensing options.

Educational Pathways to Meet CPA Requirements
For those without an accounting degree, meeting CPA education requirements involves
strategic planning and coursework selection. Several educational pathways can help fulfill
the accounting and business credit requirements necessary to sit for the CPA exam and
qualify for licensure.

Post-Baccalaureate Accounting Programs
Many universities offer post-baccalaureate certificate programs or graduate-level
accounting courses designed for individuals with non-accounting degrees. These programs
focus on core accounting subjects and can provide the required credits to meet CPA
standards. They often allow students to complete the necessary coursework in a structured
and efficient manner.

Graduate Degrees in Accounting
Pursuing a master's degree in accounting or a related field is another effective option.
Graduate programs not only fulfill the 150-credit hour requirement but also deepen subject
matter expertise, which can be advantageous during the CPA exam. These degrees often
include specialized classes in auditing, taxation, and advanced accounting topics.

Individual College Courses
Alternatively, candidates can enroll in individual accounting and business courses at
accredited colleges or universities. This flexible approach allows candidates to tailor their
coursework to meet specific state requirements without committing to a full degree
program. It is important to keep detailed records of course content and credits for state
board review.

Preparing for the CPA Exam Without an
Accounting Background
The CPA exam is a rigorous four-part examination covering auditing, business environment,
financial accounting, and regulation. Preparing without an accounting degree requires



dedicated study and often additional resources to build foundational knowledge.

Core Exam Sections
The CPA exam consists of four sections: Auditing and Attestation (AUD), Business
Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR), and
Regulation (REG). Candidates without an accounting background may find FAR particularly
challenging due to its emphasis on accounting principles and standards.

Study Materials and Review Courses
Utilizing comprehensive CPA review courses tailored for non-accounting majors can
enhance exam preparedness. These courses often include foundational lessons, practice
questions, and simulated exams. Popular options include live classes, online modules, and
self-study packages that accommodate various learning styles.

Time Management and Study Strategies
Effective study plans are essential for success. Candidates should allocate sufficient time
for each exam section, focusing more on areas where they lack prior knowledge. Consistent
practice, mock exams, and review of weak topics help build confidence and competence.
Joining study groups or seeking mentorship can also provide additional support.

Gaining Relevant Work Experience for CPA
Licensure
Work experience is a critical component of CPA licensure. Most states require candidates to
complete one to two years of relevant accounting experience under the supervision of a
licensed CPA. For those becoming a CPA without an accounting degree, obtaining qualifying
experience may require strategic career moves.

Types of Acceptable Experience
Qualified experience generally includes roles involving auditing, financial reporting, tax
preparation, and consulting. Experience can be gained in public accounting firms, corporate
accounting departments, government agencies, or nonprofit organizations. The key is that
the work involves applying accounting principles and practices.

Supervision and Documentation
Supervisors must typically be licensed CPAs who can verify the candidate's experience.
Detailed records and letters of verification are necessary for the state board to approve the



experience. Candidates should maintain thorough documentation of job responsibilities,
duration, and supervisor credentials.

Alternative Experience Paths
In some cases, states allow experience in academia or other finance-related roles to count
toward licensure if it involves significant accounting work. Candidates should consult their
state board for specific guidelines and consider internships or entry-level positions that
provide relevant exposure.

Strategies for Success and Common Challenges
Becoming a CPA without an accounting degree presents unique challenges but is
achievable with proper planning and dedication. Awareness of potential obstacles and
proactive strategies can improve the likelihood of success.

Addressing Knowledge Gaps
Non-accounting degree holders may face steep learning curves in accounting theory and
practice. Investing time in foundational courses and using targeted study materials helps
bridge these gaps. Seeking tutoring or mentorship can also provide personalized guidance.

Balancing Education, Work, and Exam Preparation
Many candidates juggle full-time work while completing additional education and preparing
for exams. Effective time management, goal setting, and prioritizing study sessions are
vital. Utilizing flexible learning options such as online courses can accommodate busy
schedules.

Understanding State-Specific Rules
Because CPA licensure requirements differ by state, candidates must thoroughly research
and comply with their jurisdiction’s rules. Consulting with state boards or professional
organizations can clarify requirements and prevent costly mistakes.

Networking and Professional Development
Building professional connections through networking events, accounting associations, and
online forums can open doors to job opportunities and mentorship. Continuous professional
development enhances skills and keeps candidates informed about industry trends.

Verify state-specific educational and experience requirements early.1.



Complete necessary accounting coursework through post-baccalaureate or graduate2.
programs.

Utilize comprehensive CPA exam review courses designed for non-accounting majors.3.

Gain supervised, relevant work experience in accounting roles.4.

Maintain detailed records of coursework, exam progress, and experience.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I become a CPA without an accounting degree?
Yes, you can become a CPA without an accounting degree, but you will need to meet the
specific education requirements set by your state board, which often include completing
certain accounting and business courses.

What additional coursework is required for CPA
candidates without an accounting degree?
Candidates without an accounting degree typically need to complete prerequisite courses
in accounting, auditing, taxation, and business law to fulfill the educational requirements
for the CPA exam.

How can I fulfill the 150-credit hour requirement
without an accounting degree?
You can fulfill the 150-credit hour requirement by taking additional courses in accounting or
related business fields at a college or university, or through approved online programs that
meet your state board's criteria.

Are there alternative pathways to take the CPA exam
without an accounting degree?
Yes, some states offer alternative pathways, such as work experience in accounting roles or
completing a master's degree in accounting or an MBA with a concentration in accounting,
to qualify for the CPA exam.

Does work experience in accounting help if I don’t have
an accounting degree?
Yes, relevant work experience in accounting or auditing can sometimes help satisfy the
experience requirements for the CPA license and may compensate for some educational
deficiencies depending on your state board's rules.



What challenges might I face becoming a CPA without
an accounting degree?
Challenges include needing to complete additional coursework, potentially longer time to
meet educational requirements, and ensuring you meet all state board criteria, which can
vary significantly by jurisdiction.

Where can I find resources or programs to help non-
accounting graduates become CPAs?
Many universities offer post-baccalaureate or certificate programs in accounting designed
for non-accounting graduates, and professional organizations like the AICPA provide
guidance and resources for aspiring CPAs without an accounting degree.

Additional Resources
1. Breaking Into Accounting: A Non-Accounting Graduate’s Guide to Becoming a CPA
This book offers a comprehensive roadmap for individuals without an accounting
background who aspire to become Certified Public Accountants. It covers the essential
accounting principles, exam preparation strategies, and how to leverage your existing
skills. Readers will find practical advice on meeting education requirements and gaining
relevant experience.

2. The CPA Journey: From Non-Accounting Major to Certified Public Accountant
Designed specifically for those with degrees outside of accounting, this guide explains the
steps needed to successfully navigate the CPA exam and licensing process. It includes tips
on selecting the right courses, study plans, and balancing work with exam preparation. The
author shares motivational stories and actionable tips to keep candidates on track.

3. Accounting Foundations for CPA Candidates Without an Accounting Degree
This book breaks down fundamental accounting concepts in a clear and accessible manner
for non-accounting graduates. It serves as a primer to build the necessary knowledge base
before diving into CPA exam studies. The text includes examples, exercises, and resources
tailored to help readers grasp core topics efficiently.

4. CPA Exam Success: Strategies for Non-Accounting Majors
A strategic guide focused on exam techniques and study methodologies tailored to those
new to accounting. It emphasizes time management, understanding exam content, and
overcoming common challenges faced by non-accounting majors. The book also highlights
the importance of supplementary courses and practical experience.

5. Pathways to CPA: Navigating Certification Without an Accounting Degree
This book explores alternative educational pathways and credentialing options available for
CPA aspirants lacking formal accounting education. It discusses state-specific requirements,
how to fulfill them, and the best routes to accumulate qualifying credits. Readers will find
checklists and planning tools to map out their certification journey.

6. From Liberal Arts to Ledger: Earning Your CPA Without an Accounting Background



Targeted at liberal arts graduates, this book demystifies the accounting profession and CPA
certification process. It offers insightful advice on building accounting knowledge, selecting
appropriate preparatory courses, and developing a study schedule. The author addresses
common fears and misconceptions about switching career paths.

7. Mastering CPA Requirements for Non-Accounting Degree Holders
This resource provides an in-depth look at the academic and professional prerequisites for
CPA candidates without accounting degrees. It guides readers on obtaining necessary
credits through continuing education, online programs, or certification courses. The book
also advises on gaining relevant work experience to meet licensing standards.

8. The Non-Accountant’s CPA Exam Guide
A straightforward, easy-to-follow manual that breaks down the CPA exam content for those
starting from scratch. It prioritizes foundational knowledge and builds towards advanced
topics, making it ideal for self-study candidates. The guide includes practice questions,
study schedules, and motivational tips tailored for beginners.

9. Career Change to CPA: Overcoming the Degree Barrier
This book addresses the unique challenges faced by career changers aiming to become
CPAs without an accounting degree. It offers practical solutions to educational gaps, exam
preparation, and networking within the accounting field. Readers will gain confidence
through real-life success stories and expert advice on managing the transition.
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education and training, and build a path to your new career with Carter's five-step formula for
success. Brimming with expert advice from tax professionals and featuring up-to-the-minute
coverage of everything from qualifications and employment opportunities to Internet resources,
Getting Started in Tax Consulting shows you how to: * Assess your personality fit for the tax
profession * Formulate your business plan for starting a tax practice * Find a niche for your tax
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your accounting degree—no matter what stage of your career! Originally conceived and designed to

http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-102/files?docid=GlK72-5208&title=becoming-a-cpa-without-an-accounting-degree.pdf
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-610/pdf?trackid=ucI16-5639&title=prime-a-mechanical-fuel-pump.pdf
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-610/pdf?trackid=ucI16-5639&title=prime-a-mechanical-fuel-pump.pdf


provide helpful advice to college and university accounting majors and early-career professionals,
this book evolved into a valuable resource for those groups as well as others who may be further
along in their accounting careers. It contains many practical examples and real-life experiences from
a long and successful career in the profession that you won't find in any accounting, auditing, or tax
textbook. And it is written in a fun and engaging style with a simple goal in mind: to share lessons
learned and insights that will help accountants of all ages optimize their career opportunities! Jerry
Maginnis, CPA, the former Office Managing Partner for the Philadelphia office of KPMG, one of the
Big Four Accounting Firms, currently serves as the Accounting Executive in Residence at Rowan
University in Southern New Jersey. In this role, he has counseled and mentored dozens of students
and early career professionals. The book leverages Jerry's real-world experience and his advice and
counsel is delivered in a fashion that will make you feel like you are having a one on one
conversation with him! Readers will also enjoy: Advice delivered concisely: each chapter is succinct
and provides essential takeaways and action plans for all points in a career A guidebook that is
efficiently organized into three sections—for college and university students, for early-career
professionals, for accountants of all ages and experience levels—allowing the reader to focus on the
sections that are most applicable to them An excellent refresher or reminder of concepts or
principles that are important to even the most successful and experienced accountants Loaded with
real world tips and techniques, Advice for a Successful Career in the Accounting Profession is an
ideal resource for accountants and auditors, tax and advisory professionals, and University
professors and high school instructors teaching Accounting, undeclared business majors,
underrepresented populations, and students aspiring to become CPAs.
  becoming a cpa without an accounting degree: How To Pass The CPA Exam Stephanie Ng,
2013-06-26 A CPA exam guide written specifically for international students The US CPA
qualification exam is the most popular professional accounting qualification not just in the United
States, but around the world as well. As international testing centers open across the globe,
increasing numbers of non-American students are taking the exam, but lack a study resource written
specifically for them. Author Stephanie Ng passed the exam in less than a year and operates a
popular exam test-prep website at IPassTheCPAExam.com. In How to Pass the CPA Exam, Ng
explains her techniques and study tactics specifically for students outside the United States. A
comprehensive and practical study guide for CPA exam students outside the United States Written
by the operator of a highly popular test-prep website for international students Includes practical
and effective test-prep resources Packed with smart advice presented from an international
perspective, How to Pass the CPA Exam is a must for international students preparing for the test.
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Affairs, 2003
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accountant? What kind of training do you need? What will it be like on the job? What kind of jobs can
you get? Is accounting the right career for you? This book is intended to answer those questions and
many more. Many people go into the field of accounting without fully understanding the demands of
the career. Many also spend four or more years studying accounting, only to find that it is not the
career for them, or that the field will not fully accept them due to elements in their previous life.
There is nothing worse than watching someone complete a full accounting course of study, only to
find out that the DUI that they got as an 18-year old prevents them from getting the job they just
spent 6 years training for! Accounting is a highly competitive field. The decisions you make before
you begin your career can be just as important, if not more so, than the decisions you make at the
beginning of your career. The school you study at, the courses you take, your grades, and even your
extra-curricular activities can determine whether you start your career at a top agency or at a
smaller firm. The larger and more prestigious the firm you begin your career at, the greater your
opportunities, and your salary, can be for the remainder of your accounting career. Before you



consider an accounting career, read the FAQs in this book, and their answers. This book can help
you decide if an accounting career is right for you, and if so, how to best prepare yourself for
success.
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retiring and looking for what's next, a business and a home-based business is a great opportunity! In
this 'Promote Tactics' guide you will discover: 43 business ideas that you can begin building today
without a huge amount of capital. Useful information on that particular business to help you decide
whether or not it's the right one for you. Each business idea is organized neatly for easy reading.
You will also find out the average income for each business and what qualifications are required (if
any). ...and much, much more! These 43 ideas are businesses where you can offer services all the
way to online businesses!
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