beekman arms inn history

beekman arms inn history traces the rich heritage of one of the most iconic inns in the
Hudson Valley. Established in the mid-18th century, the Beekman Arms Inn has stood as a
testament to colonial architecture, American history, and hospitality traditions.
Throughout its existence, it has hosted notable figures, witnessed pivotal moments, and
evolved alongside the changing landscape of American society. This article delves into the
origins, architectural evolution, significant events, and the lasting legacy of the Beekman
Arms Inn. For those interested in historical inns, colonial America, or heritage tourism,
understanding the Beekman Arms Inn history offers invaluable insights. Below is a
comprehensive overview of the main facets of this historic landmark.

e Origins and Founding of Beekman Arms Inn
e Architectural Features and Renovations

e Role in American History

e Notable Guests and Cultural Impact

e Modern Preservation and Legacy

Origins and Founding of Beekman Arms Inn

The Beekman Arms Inn history begins in 1766, making it one of the oldest continuously
operating inns in the United States. It was originally established by Eleazer Beekman, a
descendant of one of the earliest Dutch settlers in the Hudson Valley. The inn was
strategically located in Rhinebeck, New York, serving as a rest stop for travelers along the
King's Highway, a major colonial route connecting New York City and Albany.

Eleazer Beekman constructed the inn to provide accommodations and food for stagecoach
passengers, traders, and local residents. Its establishment coincided with the growth of
Rhinebeck as a commercial hub, and the inn quickly became a centerpiece of the
community. The founding of the Beekman Arms Inn reflects the colonial era's emphasis on
hospitality and the need for safe and reliable lodging on long-distance travel routes.

Historical Context of the Founding

The mid-18th century was a period of expansion and settlement in the Hudson Valley, with
many European immigrants establishing farms, businesses, and communities. Inns like the
Beekman Arms were critical for supporting economic activity and communication between
settlements. The inn’s founding predates the American Revolution, placing it in a
significant historical era marked by tension between colonial powers and the emerging
American identity.



Early Ownership and Operations

After Eleazer Beekman’s death, the inn remained in the Beekman family for several
generations, maintaining its reputation as a welcoming establishment. The innkeeper’s
role was often hereditary, and the Beekman Arms became known for its consistent quality
of service, which helped it survive economic fluctuations and political changes throughout
the 18th and 19th centuries.

Architectural Features and Renovations

The Beekman Arms Inn history is closely tied to its distinctive colonial architecture, which
showcases the building styles of the 18th century. Initially constructed as a two-story
stone house, the inn exhibits characteristics typical of Dutch and English colonial design,
including gambrel roofs, wide chimneys, and symmetrical facades.

Over the centuries, the inn underwent several renovations and expansions to
accommodate growing demand and modern amenities. These changes were carefully
executed to preserve the historical integrity of the building while enhancing functionality.

Original Architectural Style

The original structure featured local fieldstone walls and hand-hewn timber framing,
reflecting the craftsmanship of the period. The interior contained large hearths for heating
and cooking, low ceilings, and simple but sturdy furniture. These elements were designed
for practicality and comfort in the colonial frontier environment.

19th and 20th Century Modifications

During the 19th century, the Beekman Arms Inn added additional rooms and updated its
interior décor to reflect Victorian tastes. In the 20th century, modernization efforts
included plumbing, electricity, and heating systems, which were integrated without
compromising the building’s historic character. Preservationists have since worked to
restore original features and maintain the inn as a living museum of colonial architecture.

Stone and timber construction

Gambrel roof design

Period hearths and fireplaces

Careful restoration of original elements

e Modern amenities sensitively incorporated



Role in American History

The Beekman Arms Inn history is intertwined with significant events and periods in
American history. Due to its location and longevity, the inn played a role during the
Revolutionary War, the development of early American infrastructure, and the cultural
evolution of the Hudson Valley.

Revolutionary War Era

During the American Revolution, the Beekman Arms served as a meeting place and refuge
for soldiers, officers, and patriots. Its proximity to key military routes made it a strategic
location. Local lore suggests that prominent figures of the Revolution stayed at the inn,
and it was possibly used for planning and intelligence activities.

19th Century Commerce and Travel

With the advent of stagecoach travel and later railroads, the Beekman Arms Inn remained
a vital stopover for travelers and merchants. It facilitated commerce between New York
City and upstate regions and contributed to Rhinebeck’s economic growth. The inn’s
history reflects broader trends in transportation and economic development in the United
States.

Notable Guests and Cultural Impact

Throughout its extensive history, the Beekman Arms Inn has hosted a variety of influential
guests, including politicians, writers, artists, and socialites. These visits have contributed
to the inn’s cultural significance and enriched its historical narrative.

Famous Visitors

Some of the notable figures believed to have stayed at the Beekman Arms include George
Washington, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and various Hudson River School painters. Their
presence underscores the inn’s role as a cultural crossroads and a place where ideas and
art flourished alongside hospitality.

Influence on Local Culture

The inn has inspired local traditions, festivals, and historical preservation efforts. It serves
as a tangible connection to the past for the Rhinebeck community and visitors alike. The
Beekman Arms Inn history continues to be celebrated through storytelling, heritage tours,
and educational programs.



Modern Preservation and Legacy

Today, the Beekman Arms Inn operates as a boutique hotel and restaurant, preserving
much of its historic charm while offering modern comforts. Preservation efforts have
ensured that the building maintains its architectural integrity and historical significance
for future generations.

Historic Preservation Efforts

Various local and national preservation organizations have recognized the Beekman Arms
Inn as a landmark. Restoration projects have focused on structural stabilization, period-
appropriate décor, and the conservation of original building materials. These efforts
highlight the importance of maintaining historic inns as cultural heritage sites.

Continued Role in Hospitality and Tourism

The inn remains a popular destination for travelers seeking an authentic historical
experience in the Hudson Valley. Its legacy as one of America’s oldest inns is a key
attraction, drawing history enthusiasts and tourists. The Beekman Arms Inn history
enriches the visitor experience, connecting past and present through hospitality.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Beekman Arms Inn originally
established?

The Beekman Arms Inn was originally established in 1766, making it one of the oldest
continuously operating inns in the United States.

Where is the Beekman Arms Inn located?

The Beekman Arms Inn is located in Rhinebeck, New York.

What historical significance does the Beekman Arms
Inn hold?

The Beekman Arms Inn has historical significance as a colonial-era inn that hosted
important figures such as George Washington, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John Jacob
Astor.

Has the Beekman Arms Inn undergone any major



renovations?

Yes, the Beekman Arms Inn has undergone several renovations and expansions over the
centuries to preserve its historic character while modernizing facilities.

What architectural style is the Beekman Arms Inn
known for?

The Beekman Arms Inn features Colonial and Federal architectural styles, reflecting its
18th-century origins and subsequent adaptations.

Did the Beekman Arms Inn play a role during the
American Revolutionary War?

Yes, the inn served as a meeting place for patriots and was a stop for troops during the
American Revolutionary War.

Is the Beekman Arms Inn recognized on any historic
registers?

Yes, the Beekman Arms Inn is listed on the National Register of Historic Places due to its
historical and architectural significance.

Additional Resources

1. The Legacy of Beekman Arms Inn: A Colonial Treasure

This book explores the rich history of the Beekman Arms Inn, one of the oldest
continuously operated inns in America. It delves into its colonial origins, architectural
evolution, and its role in the social and political life of the Hudson Valley. Through detailed
narratives and rare photographs, readers gain insight into the inn’s enduring legacy.

2. Beekman Arms: Stories from America's Oldest Inn

A compilation of anecdotes, personal stories, and historical events associated with the
Beekman Arms Inn. This book highlights key figures who have stayed at the inn, from
early settlers to prominent American leaders. It also covers the inn’s influence on local
culture and hospitality traditions.

3. Historic Inns of the Hudson Valley: The Beekman Arms Experience

Focusing on the Beekman Arms Inn within the context of the Hudson Valley’s historic inns,
this book offers a comparative analysis of regional architecture and hospitality. It
examines how the inn has preserved its colonial charm while adapting to modern
demands. Readers will find valuable information on the inn’s restoration efforts and
preservation challenges.

4. The Architecture and Restoration of Beekman Arms Inn
This detailed study presents the architectural significance of the Beekman Arms Inn,
tracing its development from the 18th century to the present. The book includes



descriptions of restoration projects that have maintained the building’s historic integrity.
It is an essential resource for historians, architects, and preservationists.

5. Beekman Arms Inn: A Witness to American History

Highlighting the Beekman Arms Inn’s role in major historical events, this book recounts its
involvement during the Revolutionary War and other pivotal moments. It explores how the
inn served as a meeting place for political figures and revolutionaries. The narrative
situates the inn as a silent witness to the nation’s evolving story.

6. From Tavern to Landmark: The Evolution of Beekman Arms Inn

Tracing the transformation of the Beekman Arms from a colonial tavern to a nationally
recognized landmark, this book outlines the social and economic factors that influenced its
growth. It discusses the inn’s changing ownership, clientele, and reputation over
centuries. The book provides a comprehensive look at the inn’s adaptability.

7. Beekman Arms Inn and the Village of Rhinebeck

This book connects the history of the Beekman Arms Inn with the broader development of
Rhinebeck, New York. It explores how the inn contributed to the village’s economy,
tourism, and community identity. Rich with local lore and historic accounts, it paints a
vivid picture of the inn’s place within its surroundings.

8. Hospitality Through the Ages: Beekman Arms Inn

Focusing on the tradition of hospitality, this book charts the services and experiences
offered at the Beekman Arms Inn over its long history. It examines how the inn has
maintained its reputation for welcoming guests while evolving with changing times. The
book also highlights notable guests and the cultural significance of the inn’s hospitality.

9. Preserving the Past: The Conservation of Beekman Arms Inn

This volume addresses the challenges and successes in preserving the Beekman Arms Inn
as a historic site. It covers conservation techniques, funding efforts, and the role of
community advocacy. The book serves as an inspiring case study for historic preservation
enthusiasts and professionals alike.
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beekman arms inn history: Rhinebeck's Historic Beekman Arms Brian Plumb, Matthew Plumb,
2014-07-01 Nestled in the picturesque Hudson Valley town of Rhinebeck, the Beekman Arms began
humbly as a stagecoach and mail stop on the Old Albany Post Road at the end of the eighteenth
century. Of more than forty stage stops that operated along that path, it is the only one still in
existence. Through the tenure of many landlords and several notable renovations, it has evolved into
the stately inn it is today. Proclaimed the oldest hotel in America since the early 1900s, it stands
proudly as a symbol of the area's Dutch and English heritage and a reminder of the history that
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made this area famous. Join authors Matthew and Brian Plumb to explore the storied past of this
historic Rhinebeck institution.

beekman arms inn history: A History of Longfellow's Wayside Inn Brian E. Plumb,
2011-11-04 Longfellow's Wayside Inn in Sudbury, Massachusetts, is the most venerable of all the old
historic taverns still operating in America. Built three hundred years ago by the How family, it has
witnessed Indian affairs, colonial wars and the coming of the stagecoach, railroad and automobile.
The poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow immortalized it in verse with his 1863 collection Tales of a
Wayside Inn, suddenly making it a desired destination for travelers. Longfellow's romanticized
description of the inn later so inspired Henry Ford that he purchased and restored the building and
its surrounding three thousand acres. Join author Brian Plumb as he traverses the highways of New
England's history to discover the stories of Longfellow's Wayside Inn.

beekman arms inn history: Hidden History of the Lower Hudson Valley Carney
Rhinevault, Tatiana Rhinevault, 2012-05-15 Today's travelers between New York City and Albany are
more familiar with the Thruway than with the old Albany Post Road. But for centuries, this was the
main highway between the Big Apple and the capital, and many exciting events occurred along its
path in the Lower Hudson Valley. The Dutch Philipse family of Sleepy Hollow engaged in piracy, and
tales of such misdeeds from the region inspired Washington Irving to write some of his most beloved
stories. Later, prisoners used the road as an escape route from the original Sing Sing prison. During
Prohibition, a beer hose ran through Yonkers, allegedly placed along the route by beer baron Dutch
Schultz. With illustrations by Tatiana Rhinevault, local historian Carney Rhinevault uncovers the
stories hidden behind the old mile markers of the Albany Post Road.

beekman arms inn history: Year Book of the Dutchess County Historical Society
Dutchess County Historical Society, 1946

beekman arms inn history: Karen Brown's Mid-Atlantic Karen Brown, 2006 After 40 years of
protest and debate, we all know one thing for certain about abortion: it’s a women’s issue. Right?
Wrong, says Brian Fisher in his groundbreaking reexamination of men and abortion. He reveals
long-forgotten or never-known facts to show that abortion is very much a man’s concern. And it’s
part of a long and tragic pattern of male oppression of women. Exactly opposite what you’ve been
told. And why the original author of the Equal Rights Amendment, feminist Alice Paul, called
abortion the “ultimate exploitation of women.” Fisher shows that a select group of compassionate
men led the way in the 19th century to pass laws strengthening the criminalization of abortion—and
worked with feminists of that era to do so. And it was men, not women, who drove the campaign that
led to the 1973 Supreme Court ruling giving women an unqualified right to end the lives of their
pre-born children. So what’s in it for men? As feminist legal scholar Catharine MacKinnon observes,
abortion “does not liberate women; it frees male sexual aggression.” Abortion is the ultimate
get-out-of-jail free card for men with non-committal sex lives. Another agenda is at work as well.
Men use abortion to advance their racist, eugenic, and population control dreams and schemes, as
Fisher shows, citing their own words. And, if men gave us abortion, men can end it as well. Fisher
outlines why and how, and urges men to take up the task with courageous women. He lays out a
five-point plan for men to “with humility, faithfulness, and relentless perseverance, commit our time,
resources, energy, heart, and testimony to ending abortion in America.”

beekman arms inn history: Moon Hudson Valley & the Catskills Nikki Goth Itoi,
2019-04-30 The Hudson Valley is a breath of fresh air: explore historic estates, hike wild mountain
terrain, and bask in small-town charm with Moon Hudson Valley & the Catskills. Inside you'll find:
Strategic, flexible itineraries, from day trips from New York City to week-long road trips and a 6-day
bike tour, designed for outdoor adventurers, history buffs, art-lovers, foodies, and more Must-see
highlights and unique experiences: Bike along rolling hills and quiet country roads, hike to rushing
waterfalls, hit the slopes in the winter, or discover the best spots to see the striking fall foliage. Take
a tour of Washington Irving's romantic home, admire the historic Rockefeller Estate, go antiquing in
Cold Spring Village, or stroll through Sleepy Hollow. Take a cooking class at the Culinary Institute of
America, browse the produce at a farmers market, sip your way along a Hudson Valley wine trail, or




savor local cuisine at a farm-to-table restaurant The best hikes in the Hudson Valley and the
Catskills, with detailed maps, mileage and difficulty ratings Honest advice from Catskills native
Nikki Goth Itoi on when to go, where to eat, and where to stay, from full-service resorts and historic
inns to secluded cabins and campsites Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Thorough
background on the culture, weather, wildlife, and history, plus how to get there and get around With
Moon's practical tips and local know-how, you can experience the Hudson Valley and the Catskills
your way. Exploring more of the Northeast? Check out Moon New England. Headed to the Big
Apple? Try Moon New York City or Moon New York Walks.

beekman arms inn history: Built to Last Stanley Turkel CMHS ISHC, 2013-09-05 Built to Last:
100+ Year-Old Hotels East of the Mississippi is a sequel to my 2011 book, Built To Last: 100+
Year-Old Hotels in New York. It has 86 chapters, one for each century-old hotel (of 50 rooms or
more) east of the Mississippi River and each is illustrated by an antique postcard. The Foreword was
written by Joseph Mclnerney, CHA, President of the American Hotel & Lodging Association. The
book has been accepted for promotion, distribution and sale by the American Hotel & Lodging
Educational Institute. My research into the histories of these hotels turned up fascinating stories
about single-minded developers, brilliant and accidental architects, dedicated owners, famous and
infamous guests and even the story of an underground bunker-shelter the size of two football fields
built under a hotel to house the U.S. Government in the event of a nuclear war.

beekman arms inn history: This Poison Heart Kalynn Bayron, 2021-06-29 Darkness blooms in
bestselling author Kalynn Bayron's new contemporary fantasy about a girl with a unique and deadly
power. Briseis has a gift: with a single touch she can grow plants from tiny seeds to rich blooms.
When Briseis's aunt dies and wills her a dilapidated estate in rural New York, Bri and her parents
hope that surrounded by plants and flowers, she will finally learn to control her gift. But their new
home is sinister in ways they never expected-it comes with a mysterious set of instructions, a walled
garden filled with the deadliest botanicals in the world, and generations of secrets. There is more to
Bri's sudden inheritance than she could have imagined, and she is determined to uncover it. From
the bestselling author of Cinderella Is Dead comes an enchanting story about a young woman with
the power to conquer the dark forces descending around her.

beekman arms inn history: Food Lovers' Guide to® The Hudson Valley Sheila Bulff,
2013-12-17 The ultimate guide to the Hudson River Valley's food scene provides the inside scoop on
the best places to find, enjoy, and celebrate local culinary offerings. Written for residents and
visitors alike to find producers and purveyors of tasty local specialties, as well as a rich array of
other, indispensable food-related information including: food festivals and culinary events; specialty
food shops; farmers’ markets and farm stands; trendy restaurants and time-tested iconic landmarks;
and recipes using local ingredients and traditions.

beekman arms inn history: America's Historic Inns & Taverns Irvin Haas, 1985

beekman arms inn history: Moon New York State Julie Schwietert Collazo, 2020-11-24 From
museum-hopping in the Hudson Valley to hiking the hills upstate, discover the New York you don't
know with Moon New York State. Inside you'll find: Strategic itineraries ranging from a two-week
road trip to weekend getaways from the city, with ideas for art-lovers, foodies, outdoor enthusiasts,
foliage-seekers, and more Day trips from New York City to Long Island, the Hudson Valley, and the
Catskills The top sights and unique experiences: Explore the charming riverside towns of the
Hudson Valley on a brewery trail, sample local wine and cheese upstate, or relax on the beaches of
Montauk. Hike to a spectacular sunrise in the Catskills, kayak on the Finger Lakes, and peep the
vibrant changing leaves in the Adirondacks. Browse the quirky boutiques of Lower Manhattan, stroll
the High Line, and savor skyline views with a nightcap in hand at a rooftop bar Honest advice from
native New Yorker Julie Schwietert Collazo on when to go, where to stay, and how to get around
Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Thorough background on the history, culture, and
geography of the state Recommendations for families, LGBTQ travelers, seniors, international
visitors, and travelers with disabilities With Moon New York State's practical tips and local insight,
you can experience the best of the Empire State. Want to experience NYC like a local? Check out



Moon New York City.

beekman arms inn history: New York Day Trips by Theme Sandra Mardenfeld, 2020-08-11
Your All-in-One Guide to New York’s Best Outings! If you've ever asked, “What should we do today?”
then you've never seen New York Day Trips by Theme. This comprehensive guide to the Empire
State is jam-packed with more than 150 of New York’s top spots for fun and entertainment. Take a
simple day trip, or string together a longer vacation of activities that catch your interest.
Destinations in the book are organized by themes, such as Adventure, Airplanes & Railroads, Family
Fun, and Natural Wonders, so you can decide what to do and then figure out where to do it. Useful
for singles, couples, and families—visitors and residents alike—this guide by Sandra Mardenfeld
encompasses a wide range of interests. Discover the state’s unique attractions—lighthouses,
museums, rail-trails, winter activities, and more. The book’s handy size makes it perfect for bringing
along on your road trips. Plus, with tips for other things to do in the area, you're sure to maximize
the fun on every outing. With New York Day Trips by Theme at your fingertips, you’ll always have
something to do!

beekman arms inn history: Chapters Dianna Hubbard Stein, 2015-10-22 Dianna and Steve
were roaring through life, in love, happy, and intent on having a family along the way. The story that
unfolds and changes their lives forever, seemingly by chance, is a reminder to us all that amazing
things can happen if you listen to your heart. The joy of finally finding their son, the complex
emotions of adoptive parents and birth families, and the deep sorrow of the blows that stole their
happiness can be understood by each and every person who has loved and lost, as can the belief that
happiness is cyclical, as is life.

beekman arms inn history: Women of Privilege Susan Gillotti, 2013-03-01 Drawing on “a
treasure trove of family records”, this biography of the women of a prominent Hudson Valley, New
York family is “riveting and moving.” (Miriam Cohen, Evalyn Clark Professor of History, Vassar
College) Carolyn Heilbrun, in Writing a Woman'’s Life, said there are far too few books about the real
lives of women. Women of Privilege helps to fill that gap. Susan Gillotti provides us an insight into
her ancestors’ heretofore secret lives, culled from their private diaries, letters and journals. Up to
now, these intimate narratives have been the private thoughts of four generations of women who
inhabited Grasmere, one of the great houses of The Hudson River Valley, where they lived among
the Delanos, the Vanderbilts and the Roosevelts. On the surface, their lives seemed ideal, but
beneath that facade, there were mental illness, alcoholism, yearning for divorce and questions of
sexual identity. Written by Susan Gillotti, the great-great-granddaughter of Sarah Minerva
Schieffelin, this fascinating and revealing book is part biography, part memoir and part social
history. “A riveting read—one cannot stop until the final outcome of these powerful, but flawed, lives
is revealed.” —Peter H. Brink, former senior vice president, Programs, National Trust for Historic
Preservation “Susan Gillotti weaves . . . the stories of her mother and grandmothers, bravely,
sometimes desperately, trying to claim their independence from social straight jackets, and
succeeding.” —Georgina Forbes, artist

beekman arms inn history: The Innkeepers' Register Independent Innkeepers' Association
(Stockbridge, Mass.), 1993

beekman arms inn history: New York Hotel Review , 1922

beekman arms inn history: National Geographic Guide to Scenic Highways and Byways
National Geographic, 2007 Expanded to include all U.S. designated America's Byways as well as
other selected drives in all 50 states, this stunning new edition features unique driving tours through
virtually every kind of landscape--spectacular coastlines, mountains, lakes, small towns, ranches and
farmlands, islands, bays, and river valleys.

beekman arms inn history: Vogue , 1926

beekman arms inn history: American Heritage Society's Americana , 1992

beekman arms inn history: Easy Weekend Getaways in the Hudson Valley & Catskills Carly
Fisher, 2020-04-14 Monday can wait! Take a break from the chaos with a perfectly planned upstate
getaway The Hudson Valley and Catskills are destinations New Yorkers can’t get enough of. Unlike




typical travel guides, Easy Weekend Getaways in the Hudson Valley & Catskills ditches the
well-worn antiquing, golfing, and family-friendly activities for a focus on what’s really drawing
creative and trend-forward travelers up north—experimental art, incredible agriculture,
action-packed outdoor adventures, artisanal producers and makers, bizarre and fascinating
historical attractions, rustic-chic bed and breakfasts, holistic retreats, and more, all hidden within a
stunning landscape that delights year-round. While these regions continue to gain popularity with
city-dwellers, trying to make a break for it has always been a complicated DIY process. This guide
takes the work out of piecing together an itinerary so that overworked travel-obsessives can get the
most out of their precious time off with these curated upstate getaways.
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online at Nordstrom. Shipping is always free and returns are accepted at any location. In-store
pickup and alterations services available

Shop All Beekman 1802 Products | Skincare, Haircare, Cleansers Explore Beekman 1802's
diverse collection skincare and bodycare products, crafted with the goodness of goat milk. Indulge in
the luxurious lather of our renowned goat milk soaps,

Beekman 1802 products at Target Shop Target for a wide assortment of Beekman 1802. Choose
from Same Day Delivery, Drive Up or Order Pickup. Free standard shipping with $35 orders. Expect
More. Pay Less

Beekman 1802 Review - The Dermatology Review Today, Beekman 1802 is the world’s biggest
goat-milk based skincare company. Below we’ll review the Beekman 1802 products with a scientific
lens, meaning we’ll evaluate the research

Cruelty-Free Skincare & Clean Beauty - Beekman 1802 Our essential clean beauty skincare
products harness the power of plant-based botanicals and our cruelty-free goat milk to nourish and
support your skin's microbiome. Discover our range of
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