before the law franz kafka

before the law franz kafka is a profound parable that delves into themes of
justice, bureaucracy, and human existence. Written by Franz Kafka, this short
story encapsulates the struggle of an individual in the face of an
inaccessible legal system, symbolizing broader existential dilemmas. The
narrative’s simplicity contrasts with its deep philosophical implications,
making it a significant work in Kafka'’'s oeuvre and literary studies. This
article explores the story’s plot, its symbolism, and its relevance in
contemporary discussions about law, authority, and personal agency. In
addition, it examines the interpretations and literary techniques that make
“Before the Law” an enduring subject of analysis. Below is an outline of the
main points covered in this comprehensive exploration.

Overview of "Before the Law" by Franz Kafka

Thematic Analysis and Symbolism

Literary Context and Style

Interpretations and Critical Perspectives

Relevance and Influence in Modern Discourse

Overview of "Before the Law" by Franz Kafka

"Before the Law" is a brief but powerful parable originally published in
1915. The narrative centers on a man from the country who seeks access to the
law but is denied entry by a gatekeeper. Throughout the story, the man waits
in vain for permission to enter, ultimately never gaining access before his
death. This tale encapsulates the alienation and frustration experienced when
confronting opaque systems of authority.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the man from the country arriving at a gate that leads
to the law. A gatekeeper informs him that he cannot enter at the moment but
might be allowed later. The man decides to wait, hoping to gain entry
eventually. Over the years, he tries to bribe and persuade the gatekeeper,
but all attempts fail. The gatekeeper reveals that the gate was intended only
for him, and now, as the man is dying, the gate will close forever.



Main Characters

e The Man from the Country: Represents the common individual seeking
justice or truth.

e The Gatekeeper: Symbolizes the barriers and intermediaries in the legal
or bureaucratic system.

e The Law: Though not personified, it stands as an abstract entity
representing justice or ultimate truth.

Thematic Analysis and Symbolism

The parable "before the law franz kafka" is laden with symbolism that
addresses complex themes such as the nature of law, authority, and human
endurance. Kafka uses allegory to critique the inaccessibility and
inscrutability of legal and bureaucratic institutions.

Justice and the Law

The gate in the story represents the law as an institution that is
theoretically open to everyone but practically inaccessible. The man’s
endless wait reflects how justice can be elusive and difficult to obtain.
Kafka highlights the paradox of a legal system that exists to serve but often
serves as an obstacle.

Bureaucracy and Authority

The gatekeeper embodies the bureaucratic authority that controls access to
the law. This figure’'s ambiguous role-both permitting and denying
access—depicts the arbitrary nature of institutional power. The story
critiques how such structures can become oppressive and alienating.

Existential Themes

On a broader existential level, the story explores human suffering caused by
waiting and hope deferred. The man’s lifelong patience and submission to the
gatekeeper’s rules symbolize the human condition’s confrontation with



meaning, authority, and mortality.

Literary Context and Style

"Before the Law" is a quintessential example of Kafka’s unique literary
style, combining simplicity with profound existential inquiry. The story’s
concise form and allegorical content have contributed to its lasting
significance.

Kafkaesque Elements

The term “Kafkaesque” often describes situations marked by surreal
distortion, oppressive bureaucracy, and helplessness. "Before the Law"
exemplifies these characteristics through its portrayal of a bewildering
legal system and the man’s futile struggle. The story’s atmosphere is one of
ambiguity and tension, hallmarks of Kafka’'s work.

Narrative Technique

The story is narrated in a straightforward, almost clinical style, which
contrasts with its deep symbolism. Kafka’'s use of an unnamed protagonist and
a vague setting universalizes the tale, inviting readers to interpret the
narrative on multiple levels.

Interpretations and Critical Perspectives

Scholars and critics have offered various interpretations of "before the law
franz kafka," reflecting its rich ambiguity. Its themes resonate with legal
philosophy, theology, and existentialism.

Philosophical Interpretations

Some readings frame the story as a meditation on the nature of law
itself-whether it is an absolute ideal or a flawed human construct. The
gatekeeper’s role suggests that access to justice is mediated and can be
withheld arbitrarily, raising questions about legal legitimacy.



Theological and Existential Readings

Others interpret the story through a theological lens, comparing the gate to
divine judgment or grace. The man’s waiting may symbolize the human pursuit
of salvation or enlightenment, perpetually deferred. Existentialist critics
emphasize the absurdity and alienation inherent in the man’s situation.

Psychological Perspectives

From a psychological viewpoint, the story reflects internal conflicts such as
fear, guilt, or paralysis in decision-making. The gatekeeper may represent
internalized authority or conscience, obstructing personal growth or self-
realization.

Relevance and Influence in Modern Discourse

"Before the Law" continues to be relevant in contemporary discussions about
law, justice, and authority. Its themes resonate with ongoing debates about
legal accessibility, institutional power, and individual rights.

Impact on Legal and Political Thought

The story is frequently cited in legal theory to illustrate the challenges of
accessing justice within complex bureaucratic systems. It underscores the
need for transparency and fairness in legal institutions and highlights the
risks of systemic alienation.

Influence on Literature and Culture

Kafka’'s parable has inspired numerous writers, artists, and philosophers,
contributing to the broader cultural understanding of power and human
struggle. Its symbolic portrayal of waiting and denial has become a metaphor
for various social and political conditions.

Contemporary Applications

e Discussions on the accessibility of justice systems worldwide.



e Critiques of bureaucratic inefficiency and red tape.

e Explorations of existential themes in modern psychology and philosophy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Franz Kafka's 'Before
the Law'?

'Before the Law' explores themes of justice, bureaucracy, and the elusive
nature of truth, illustrating the protagonist’s futile quest for access to
the law.

Who is the main character in 'Before the Law' by
Franz Kafka?

The main character is a man from the country who seeks access to the law but
is continuously denied by a gatekeeper.

What does the gatekeeper symbolize in Kafka's
'‘Before the Law'?

The gatekeeper symbolizes the barriers of bureaucracy, authority, and the
inaccessible nature of the legal system or truth.

How does 'Before the Law' reflect Kafka’s views on
authority and bureaucracy?

'Before the Law' reflects Kafka’'s critical view of authority and bureaucracy
as opaque, obstructive, and indifferent to individual needs.

What is the significance of the man waiting his
entire life before the law in Kafka’s story?

The man’s lifelong waiting represents human struggles with unattainable
justice and the paralysis caused by fear and uncertainty.

Is 'Before the Law' a standalone story or part of a
larger work?

‘Before the Law' is a parable that appears as a story within Franz Kafka’'s
novel 'The Trial'.



How does Kafka use symbolism in 'Before the Law'?

Kafka uses symbolism such as the gate, the gatekeeper, and the law itself to
depict complex ideas about access, power, and existential struggle.

What message does Kafka convey about the nature of
law in 'Before the Law'?

Kafka suggests that law is an inaccessible and mysterious force that
individuals may never fully understand or reach.

How has 'Before the Law' influenced modern
literature and thought?

'Before the Law' has influenced existential and legal philosophy, inspiring
discussions on alienation, authority, and the human condition in modern
literature.

Additional Resources

1. "The Trial" by Franz Kafka

This novel follows Josef K., a man arrested and prosecuted by a remote,
inaccessible authority, without ever being informed of the nature of his
crime. It delves deeply into themes of bureaucracy, guilt, and the elusive
nature of justice, much like "Before the Law." Kafka's portrayal of the
labyrinthine legal system highlights the absurdity and alienation faced by
individuals within oppressive structures.

2. "The Castle" by Franz Kafka

In this unfinished novel, a land surveyor named K. struggles to gain access
to the mysterious authorities of a castle who govern the village he arrives
in. The story explores themes of alienation, authority, and the individual's
futile quest for meaning and acceptance. Like "Before the Law," it emphasizes
the impenetrability of institutional power.

3. "In the Penal Colony" by Franz Kafka

This short story presents a disturbing scene involving a bizarre execution
machine used in a penal colony, reflecting on themes of justice, punishment,
and human suffering. Kafka examines the often cruel and arbitrary nature of
law and authority, resonating with the existential questions raised in
"Before the Law."

4. "The Metamorphosis" by Franz Kafka

Though more focused on personal transformation, this novella touches on
isolation and alienation, themes central to Kafka’'s work. Gregor Samsa’s
inexplicable change into an insect leads to his estrangement from family and
society, mirroring the barriers and misunderstandings between individuals and
institutions found in "Before the Law."



5. "Discipline and Punish" by Michel Foucault

Foucault’'s seminal work analyzes the development of modern disciplinary
institutions and the mechanisms of power and control within society. It
provides critical insight into how law and authority function, complementing
the themes of Kafka’'s "Before the Law" by situating them in a broader
historical and philosophical context.

6. "The Stranger" by Albert Camus

This existential novel explores absurdity and the indifferent nature of the
universe through the story of Meursault, a man detached from society and its
moral codes. The narrative’s exploration of law, justice, and existential
meaning offers a philosophical parallel to Kafka’'s portrayal of law as an
inscrutable and often indifferent force.

7. "Waiting for Godot" by Samuel Beckett

Beckett’s play centers on two characters waiting endlessly and in vain for
someone named Godot, symbolizing the human condition of waiting for meaning
or salvation. The themes of uncertainty, inaccessible authority, and
existential frustration echo the sense of waiting and denial found in Kafka's
"Before the Law."

8. "No Exit" by Jean-Paul Sartre

This existentialist play presents a scenario where three characters are
confined together in a room, facing the inescapable nature of their
circumstances and the judgments of others. It explores themes of judgment,
punishment, and self-confrontation, resonating with the oppressive and
enigmatic nature of law depicted in Kafka’'s work.

9. "The Man Without Qualities" by Robert Musil

This modernist novel delves into the life of Ulrich, a man navigating the
complexities and contradictions of early 20th-century society. The book
examines themes of identity, society, and the elusive nature of meaning,
paralleling Kafka’s exploration of individuals’ struggles against
incomprehensible and indifferent systems such as the law.
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what remains when what’s left is a nothing of Judaism (Letter to the Father)? This question
necessitates a philosophical and Jewish reading of his work, prompting a reconsideration of the
intricate relationships between the Jew and the West and the Jew and modernity. Thus, this book
proposes an examination of Kafka's oeuvre to uncover what remains Jewish therein - at the heart of
Europe, amidst modernity - where nothing remains: the enigma of the Letter.

before the law franz kafka: Franz Kafka Franz Kafka, 2020-12-08 Franz Kafka: The Office
Writings brings together, for the first time in English, Kafka's most interesting professional writings,
composed during his years as a high-ranking lawyer with the largest Workmen's Accident Insurance
Institute in the Czech Lands of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is commonly
recognized as the greatest German prose writer of the twentieth century. It is less well known that
he had an established legal career. Kafka's briefs reveal him to be a canny bureaucrat, sharp
litigator, and innovative thinker on the social, political, and legal issues of his time. His official
preoccupations inspired many of the themes and strategies of the novels and stories he wrote at
night. These documents include articles on workmen's compensation and workplace safety; appeals
for the founding of a psychiatric hospital for shell-shocked veterans; and letters arguing relentlessly
for a salary adequate to his merit. In adjudicating disputes, promoting legislative programs, and
investigating workplace sites, Kafka's writings teem with details about the bureaucracy and
technology of his day, such as spa elevators in Marienbad, the challenge of the automobile, and the
perils of excavating in quarries while drunk. Beautifully translated, with valuable commentary by
two of the world's leading Kafka scholars and one of America's most eminent civil rights lawyers, the
documents cast rich light on the man and the writer and offer new insights to lovers of Kafka's
novels and stories.

before the law franz kafka: Indigeneity: Before and Beyond the Law Kathleen Birrell,
2016-07-01 Examining contested notions of indigeneity, and the positioning of the Indigenous
subject before and beyond the law, this book focuses upon the animation of indigeneities within
textual imaginaries, both literary and juridical. Engaging the philosophy of Jacques Derrida and
Walter Benjamin, as well as other continental philosophy and critical legal theory, the book uniquely
addresses the troubled juxtaposition of law and justice in the context of Indigenous legal claims and
literary expressions, discourses of rights and recognition, postcolonialism and resistance in settler
nation states, and the mutually constitutive relation between law and literature. Ultimately, the book
suggests no less than a literary revolution, and the reassertion of Indigenous Law. To date, the
oppressive specificity with which Indigenous peoples have been defined in international and
domestic law has not been subject to the scrutiny undertaken in this book. As an interdisciplinary
engagement with a variety of scholarly approaches, this book will appeal to a broad variety of legal
and humanist scholars concerned with the intersections between Indigenous peoples and law,
including those engaged in critical legal studies and legal philosophy, sociolegal studies, human
rights and native title law.

before the law franz kafka: The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka June O. Leavitt, 2012 June O.
Leavitt offers a fascinating examination of the mystical in Franz Kafka's life and writings, showing
that Kafka's understanding of the occult was not only a product of his own clairvoyant experiences
but of the age in which he lived.

before the law franz kafka: Before the Law Franz Kafka, 2023-06-29 Before the Law is a
thought-provoking parable that explores the complexities of bureaucracy, power, and the inherent
limitations of human existence. The story follows a man who seeks access to the Law but finds
himself constantly hindered by a gatekeeper. As the man spends his entire life waiting for
permission to enter, he grapples with feelings of frustration, fear, and existential uncertainty.
Kafka's allegorical tale raises profound questions about the nature of authority, the elusive nature of
truth, and the individual's struggle against oppressive systems. Through its rich symbolism and
enigmatic narrative, Before the Law invites readers to contemplate the human condition, the
relentless pursuit of knowledge, and the eternal quest for meaning in a world governed by elusive
and inscrutable forces.




before the law franz kafka: Franz Kafka Kalyani Mookherji, 2021-01-19 Enter the enigmatic
world of Franz Kafka with Kalyani Mookherji's insightful biography. Join Mookherji as she unravels
the mysteries of Kafka's life, exploring the complexities of his mind and the enduring legacy of his
literary genius. Delve into the depths of Kafka's psyche as Mookherji delves into his formative years,
his struggles with identity, and his profound insights into the human condition. From his early
writings to his later masterpieces, she offers readers a comprehensive overview of Kafka's life and
work, shedding light on the man behind the myth. Experience the existential angst and surreal
landscapes of Kafka's imagination as Mookherji explores his iconic works such as The
Metamorphosis, The Trial, and The Castle. Through meticulous research and insightful analysis, she
reveals the themes of alienation, absurdity, and existential despair that permeate Kafka's writing,
inviting readers to ponder the meaning of life and the nature of reality. Delve into the turbulent
social and political landscape of Kafka's time as Mookherji examines the impact of World War I, the
rise of totalitarianism, and the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire on Kafka's worldview.
Through her nuanced portrayal of Kafka's milieu, she offers readers a deeper understanding of the
cultural and historical forces that shaped his writing. The overall tone of Mookherji's biography is
one of empathy, admiration, and intellectual curiosity, as she seeks to unravel the complexities of
Kafka's life and work. With its blend of biography, literary analysis, and cultural history, the book
offers readers a compelling portrait of one of the 20th century's most enigmatic and influential
writers. Since its publication, Franz Kafka by Kalyani Mookherji has garnered widespread acclaim
for its insightful exploration of Kafka's life and legacy. Its enduring popularity is a testament to
Mookherji's skill as a biographer and her ability to capture the essence of Kafka's genius. Whether
you're a longtime fan of Kafka's writing or a newcomer to his work, Franz Kafka offers a captivating
and illuminating journey into the mind of one of literature's most celebrated figures. Join Kalyani
Mookherji on a voyage of discovery and explore the life, the works, and the enduring legacy of Franz
Kafka. Don't miss your chance to delve into the enigmatic world of Franz Kafka with Kalyani
Mookherji's insightful biography. Let its compelling narrative and profound insights inspire you to
explore the depths of Kafka's writing and ponder the mysteries of the human condition. Secure your
copy now and embark on a journey of intellectual discovery and literary exploration.

before the law franz kafka: Victims and the Labour of Justice at the International Criminal
Court Leila Ullrich, 2024

before the law franz kafka: Kadi on Trial Matej Avbelj, Filippo Fontanelli, Giuseppe
Martinico, 2014-07-11 The judgment of the European Court of Justice concerning the Kadi case has
raised substantive and procedural issues that have caught the attention of scholars from many
disciplines including EU law, constitutional law, international law and jurisprudence. This book
offers a comprehensive view of the Kadi case, and explores specific issues that are anticipated to
resonate beyond the immediate case from which they derive. The first part of the volume sets out an
analysis of the new judgment of the Court, favouring a contextual reading of what is the latest link in
a judicial chain. The following three parts offer interdisciplinary accounts of the decision of the
European Court of Justice, including legal theory, constitutional law, and international law. The book
closes with an epilogue by Ernst-Ulrich Petersmann, who studies the role of the Kadi case in the
methodology of international law and its contribution to the concept of global justice. The book
brings together legal scholars from a range of fields, and discusses pressing topics such as the
European Union’s objective of ‘the strict observance and the development of international law’, the
EU as a site of global governance, constitutional pluralism and the protections of fundamental
rights.

before the law franz kafka: The German-Hebrew Dialogue Amir Eshel, Rachel Seelig,
2017-12-18 In the wake of World War II and the Holocaust, it seemed there was no place for German
in Israel and no trace of Hebrew in Germany — the two languages and their cultures appeared as
divergent as the directions of their scripts. Yet when placed side by side on opposing pages, German
and Hebrew converge in the middle. Comprised of essays on literature, history, philosophy, and the
visual and performing arts, this volume explores the mutual influence of two linguistic cultures long




held as separate or even as diametrically opposed. From Moses Mendelssohn’s arrival in Berlin in
1748 to the recent wave of Israeli migration to Berlin, the essays gathered here shed new light on
the painful yet productive relationship between modern German and Hebrew cultures.

before the law franz kafka: Critical theory and legal autopoiesis Gunther Teubner,
2019-05-10 This volume collects and revises the key essays of Gunther Teubner, one of the world’s
leading sociologists of law. Written over the past twenty years, these essays examine the ‘dark side’
of functional differentiation and the prospects of societal constitutionalism as a possible remedy.
Teubner's claim is that critical accounts of law and society require reformulation in the light of the
sophisticated diagnoses of late modernity in the writings of Niklas Luhmann, Jacques Derrida and
select examples of modernist literature. Autopoiesis, deconstruction and other post-foundational
epistemological and political realities compel us to confront the fact that fundamental democratic
concepts such as law and justice can no longer be based on theories of stringent argumentation or
analytical philosophy. We must now approach law in terms of contingency and self-subversion rather
than in terms of logical consistency and rational coherence.

before the law franz kafka: A Franz Kafka Encyclopedia Richard T. Gray, Ruth V. Gross,
Rolf J. Goebel, Clayton Koelb, 2005-08-30 Known for depicting alienation, frustration, and the
victimization of the individual by impenetrable bureaucracies, Kafka's works have given rise to the
term Kafkaesque. This encyclopedia details Kafka's life and writings. Included are more than 800
alphabetically arranged entries on his works, characters, family members and acquaintances,
themes, and other topics. Most of the entries cite works for further reading, and the Encyclopedia
closes with a selected, general bibliography.

before the law franz kafka: Derrida Wordbook Maria-Daniella Dick, 2013-02-27 A glossary of
words associated with Jacques Derrida accommodating the far-reaching implications of his work
This cornucopia of words and definitions intervenes at crucial points of tension across the entire
range of Derrida's publications, including those published posthumously. It offers sustained
expository engagement with a series of 67 key words - from Aporia to Yes - having significance
throughout Derrida's thought and writing. Touching on the literary, as well as on political, aesthetic,
phenomenological and psychoanalytic discourses, and tracing how Derrida's own practice of close
reading shadows faithfully the texts he reads before producing a breaking point in the logical limits
of a given text, each word, the essays illustrate, is not a final word. Instead, each shows itself,
through close reading that places the terms, figures, tropes, and motifs in their broader contexts, to
be a gateway, opening on to innumerable, interconnected concerns that inform the work of Jacques
Derrida.

before the law franz kafka: Kafka and the Universal Arthur Cools, Vivian Liska, 2016-07-25
Kafka’s work has been attributed a universal significance and is often regarded as the ultimate
witness of the human condition in the twentieth century. Yet his work is also considered
paradigmatic for the expression of the singular that cannot be subsumed under any generalization.
This paradox engenders questions not only concerning the meaning of the universal as it manifests
itself in (and is transformed by) Kafka’s writings but also about the expression of the singular in
literary fiction as it challenges the opposition between the universal and the singular. The
contributions in this volume approach these questions from a variety of perspectives. They are
structured according to the following issues: ambiguity as a tool of deconstructing the
pre-established philosophical meanings of the universal; the concept of the law as a major symbol for
the universal meaning of Kafka’s writings; the presence of animals in Kafka’s texts; the modernist
mode of writing as challenge of philosophical concepts of the universal; and the meaning and
relevance of the universal in contemporary Kafka reception. This volume examines central aspects of
the interplay between philosophy and literature.

before the law franz kafka: Kafka's "The Metamorphosis" and Other Writings: Franz Kafka
Franz Kafka, 2002-10-16 This essential collection of Franz Kafka's writings includes classic as well
as new translations: The Metamorphosis The Judgment A Country Doctor In the Penal Colony From
A Hunger Artist (First Sorrow, A Little Woman, A Hunger Artist, Josephine, the Singer; or, The




Mouse People) The Hunter Gracchus The Great Wall of China Letter to His Father>

before the law franz kafka: Franz Kafka in Context Carolin Duttlinger, 2018 Accessible
essays place Kafka in historical, political and cultural context, providing new and often unexpected
perspectives on his works.

before the law franz kafka: Franz Kafka and Chinese Culture Yanbing Zeng, 2022-10-20 This
book conducts a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of Franz Kafka’s relation to China.
Commencing with an examination of the myriad Chinese cultural influences to which Kafka was
exposed, it goes on to explore the ways in which they manifest themselves in canonical stories, such
as Description of A Struggle, The Great Wall of China, and An Old Manuscript. This leads the way to
thought-provoking comparative studies of Kafka and major Chinese writers and philosophers, such
as Zhuang Tzu, Pu Songling, Qian Zhongshu, and Lu Xun. Highlighting kindred philosophical
concepts, shared aesthetic tastes, and parallel narrative strategies, these comparisons transcend
mere textual analysis, to explore the profound cultural, historical, and philosophical implications of
Kafka’s works. Finally, the book turns to an examination Kafka’s impact on modern life in China,
including its translation studies, literature, and even its mass culture.

before the law franz kafka: The Memorial Ethics of Libeskind's Berlin Jewish Museum Arleen
Ionescu, 2017-02-20 This book is a detailed critical study of Libeskind’s Berlin Jewish Museum in its
historical, architectural and philosophical context. Emphasizing how the Holocaust changed our
perception of history, memory, witnessing and representation, it develops the notion of ‘memorial
ethics’ to explore the Museum'’s difference from more conventional post-World War Two
commemorative sites. The main focus is on the Museum as an experience of the materiality of
trauma which engages the visitor in a performative duty to remember. Arleen Ionescu builds on
Levinas’s idea of ‘ethics as optics’ to show how Libeskind’s Museum becomes a testimony to the
unpresentable Other. Ionescu also extends the Museum'’s experiential dimension by proposing her
own subjective walk through Libeskind’s space reimagined as a ‘literary museum’. Featuring
reflections on texts by Beckett, Celan, Derrida, Kafka, Blanchot, Wiesel and Selma
Meerbaum-Eisinger (Celan’s cousin), this virtual tour concludes with a brief account of Libeskind’s
analogous ‘healing project’ for Ground Zero.

before the law franz kafka: Collected Stories of Franz Kafka Franz Kafka, 2015-01-28 From
one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, the author of The Metamorphosis and The
Trial—a collection of stories that represent the art of a modern master who had the gift of making
our problematic spiritual life palpable and real. Franz Kafka’s imagination so far outstripped the
forms and conventions of the literary tradition he inherited that he was forced to turn that tradition
inside out in order to tell his splendid, mysterious tales that are scrupulously naturalistic on the
surface and uncanny in their depths. This edition of his stories includes all his available shorter
fiction in a collection edited, arranged, and introduced by Gabriel Josipovici in ways that bring out
the writer’s extraordinary range and intensity of vision. Everyman's Library pursues the highest
production standards, printing on acid-free cream-colored paper, with full-cloth cases with two-color
foil stamping, decorative endpapers, silk ribbon markers, European-style half-round spines, and a
full-color illustrated jacket. Contemporary Classics include an introduction, a select bibliography,
and a chronology of the author's life and times.

before the law franz kafka: State Violence and Legal Accountability Ceylan Begum Yildiz,
2025-02-18 This book pursues a critical perspective on the phenomenon of state violence and its
legal unaccountability. Focusing on the role of myths, assumptions and ghosts that surround the
meaning of the state and performance of state violence, this book details a fresh perspective on that
violence and its legal unaccountability. It asks: How does our understanding of the state reflect on
the political demands and legal processes of accountability? To pursue this question, the book traces
the political and legal aftermath of the police killing of a 14-year-old boy, Berkin Elvan, during the
nationwide Gezi protests of the summer of 2013 in Turkey. Countering imaginaries of the state clash
between the state officer’s attempt to attribute personal responsibility to Elvan for his own death
and public demands for state accountability. Meanwhile, the prolonged legal process ensures that



subjects who seek accountability find themselves in a long and exhausting legal battle which
dominates their lives and transforms their subjectivity. As the Elvan family continues to wait for
accountability and justice, this book suggests that waiting and suspense are key elements of legal
performance in trials concerning state violence. As such, and unlike the usual reading of legal
violence, which focuses on judgement, the book explores how this violence - and its implications for
an understanding of justice and accountability - is bound to the very act of waiting. This critical
interdisciplinary study of state violence and its legal handling will appeal to scholars and students
from a wider range of disciplines including law, criminology, politics, sociology and political and
legal philosophy.
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