
become a substitute teacher in florida
become a substitute teacher in florida is an excellent career option for those
interested in education, flexibility, and making a positive impact on students. Florida offers
various pathways to become a substitute teacher, catering to different educational
backgrounds and professional experiences. This article provides a comprehensive guide on
the qualifications, application process, responsibilities, and benefits of substitute teaching
in the Sunshine State. Whether you are a recent graduate, a retired professional, or
someone seeking part-time work, understanding the requirements and procedures to
become a substitute teacher in Florida is essential. Additionally, this guide covers essential
tips to help candidates succeed in the classroom and navigate the school district hiring
process. Explore the necessary certifications, background checks, and training programs
needed to embark on a rewarding substitute teaching career in Florida. The following
sections will delve into all these aspects in detail.

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in Florida

Application and Certification Process

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute Teacher

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in Florida

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in
Florida
To become a substitute teacher in Florida, candidates must meet specific educational and
legal requirements set by the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) and local school
districts. These prerequisites ensure substitutes are well-prepared to manage classrooms
and provide quality instruction.

Educational Qualifications
A minimum of a high school diploma or GED is required to substitute teach in most Florida
school districts. However, many districts prefer or require at least some college coursework
or a college degree. Some districts may have different criteria based on the grade levels
substitutes will serve. For example, teaching in middle or high school often requires more
advanced education or subject expertise.



Background Checks and Fingerprinting
Since substitute teachers work closely with minors, a thorough background screening is
mandatory. Candidates must submit fingerprints for a Level 2 background screening, which
includes a statewide and national criminal history check. This process is conducted through
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) to ensure the safety of students.

Health and Safety Requirements
Some districts may require proof of immunizations or health screenings, particularly for
communicable diseases. Additionally, substitutes must comply with any district-specific
health policies, especially in light of recent public health concerns.

Additional Certifications
While not always mandatory, some school districts encourage or require substitutes to
obtain a Substitute Teaching Certificate or Temporary Certificate issued by the FLDOE.
These certificates affirm a candidate’s eligibility and commitment to educational standards
and ethics.

Application and Certification Process
The process to become a substitute teacher in Florida involves several steps, including
application submission, certification acquisition, and district approval. Understanding this
process can streamline entry into substitute teaching roles.

Submitting an Application to School Districts
Applicants must apply through individual Florida school districts where they wish to work.
Most districts have online portals for substitute teacher applications. The application
typically requests personal information, educational background, work experience, and
references.

Obtaining a Substitute Teaching Certificate
To get certified, candidates must apply through the FLDOE’s certification office. The
application requires submission of academic transcripts, background check results, and
application fees. The Substitute Teaching Certificate is valid for a defined period and often
renewable upon meeting continuing education requirements.



Fingerprinting and Background Screening
After submitting the application, candidates need to complete fingerprinting at authorized
locations. The results must be cleared before certification is issued. This step is crucial in
maintaining student safety and district compliance with state laws.

Orientation and Training
Many school districts provide orientation sessions or training programs for new substitutes.
These sessions cover school policies, classroom management techniques, emergency
procedures, and instructional expectations. Completing district training enhances a
substitute teacher’s readiness and effectiveness.

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute
Teacher
Substitute teachers have vital roles in maintaining continuity in education when regular
teachers are absent. Their responsibilities vary depending on the grade level, subject
matter, and school policies.

Classroom Management and Instruction
One of the primary duties is to manage the classroom environment, ensuring students
remain focused and engaged. Substitutes follow lesson plans left by the regular teacher or
create their own when necessary. Effective communication and adaptability are key to
delivering lessons and handling unexpected situations.

Maintaining Student Safety
Substitute teachers are responsible for upholding student safety during the school day. This
includes supervising students during classroom activities, lunch periods, and recess.
Substitutes must be familiar with school emergency protocols and respond appropriately in
case of incidents.

Record Keeping and Reporting
At the end of the day, substitutes often complete reports about the day’s activities, student
behavior, and any issues encountered. These reports help regular teachers stay informed
and assist school administrators in monitoring classroom dynamics.



Flexibility and Professionalism
Substitute teachers must be flexible with varying schedules, multiple grade levels, and
different school environments. Professionalism in communication, punctuality, and
demeanor is essential to building trust with students, staff, and administrators.

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching
Substitute teaching in Florida offers unique advantages and some challenges that
candidates should consider before pursuing this career path.

Benefits of Substitute Teaching

Flexible Schedule: Substitute teachers can often choose assignments that fit their
availability, making it ideal for those seeking part-time work or supplementary
income.

Variety of Experiences: Working in different classrooms and subjects enriches
teaching skills and exposes substitutes to diverse educational settings.

Opportunity to Impact Students: Substitutes play a crucial role in maintaining
student learning and can inspire and support pupils during teacher absences.

Potential for Full-Time Employment: Substitute teaching can lead to permanent
teaching positions within school districts.

Challenges of Substitute Teaching

Irregular Work Hours: Substitute assignments can be unpredictable and may not
provide consistent income.

Classroom Management: Managing unfamiliar students and environments requires
strong skills and adaptability.

Limited Benefits: Many substitute positions do not include health insurance or
retirement benefits.

High Expectations: Substitutes must quickly learn lesson plans and school policies
while maintaining professionalism.



Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in
Florida
Becoming a successful substitute teacher involves preparation, communication, and
continuous learning. The following tips can help candidates excel in their roles and build a
positive reputation.

Understand School Policies and Procedures
Familiarizing oneself with each school’s rules, schedules, and emergency protocols is
critical. This knowledge ensures smooth classroom management and compliance with
district expectations.

Prepare for Diverse Classroom Environments
Substitutes should be ready to teach various grade levels and subjects. Developing general
lesson plans and classroom activities can be helpful when no specific instructions are
provided.

Communicate Effectively with Students and Staff
Building rapport with students supports positive behavior and engagement. Maintaining
clear communication with school staff helps substitutes stay informed and supported.

Stay Organized and Professional
Arriving on time, dressing appropriately, and documenting activities professionally
contribute to a substitute teacher’s credibility and success.

Seek Feedback and Professional Development
Requesting feedback from school administrators and participating in training opportunities
can enhance teaching skills and career prospects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a
substitute teacher in Florida?
To become a substitute teacher in Florida, you must have at least a high school diploma or
GED, be at least 18 years old, complete a background check, and obtain a substitute



teaching certificate or authorization from the Florida Department of Education.

Do I need a teaching degree to become a substitute
teacher in Florida?
No, you do not need a teaching degree. Florida allows individuals with a high school
diploma or higher to become substitute teachers, but some districts may prefer or require a
college degree.

How do I apply for a substitute teaching position in
Florida?
You can apply through the school district where you want to work. Each district has its own
application process, which typically includes submitting an application, providing transcripts
or proof of education, and undergoing a background screening.

What is the difference between a daily and long-term
substitute teaching certificate in Florida?
A daily substitute certificate allows you to work as a substitute teacher on a day-to-day
basis without completing additional coursework, while a long-term substitute certificate
typically requires more qualifications and permits you to fill in for an extended period.

Is a background check required to become a substitute
teacher in Florida?
Yes, all substitute teachers in Florida must pass a Level 2 background screening, which
includes fingerprinting and a review of criminal history.

Can out-of-state teachers become substitute teachers
in Florida?
Yes, out-of-state teachers can become substitute teachers in Florida, but they must meet
Florida’s certification and background check requirements and apply through the local
school district.

How much does a substitute teacher earn in Florida?
Substitute teacher pay in Florida varies by district and experience but typically ranges from
$70 to $110 per day.

Are there any training or professional development
requirements for substitute teachers in Florida?
Some Florida school districts require substitute teachers to complete orientation or training
sessions, but there is no statewide mandatory professional development for substitutes.



How long does it take to get certified as a substitute
teacher in Florida?
The certification process can take several weeks, depending on how quickly you complete
the application, submit required documents, and pass the background check.

Additional Resources
1. Florida Substitute Teacher Handbook: A Practical Guide
This handbook offers a comprehensive overview of the roles and responsibilities of
substitute teachers in Florida. It covers classroom management strategies, legal
considerations, and tips for adapting to various grade levels and subjects. The book is
tailored to help new substitutes build confidence and succeed in diverse educational
settings throughout the state.

2. Classroom Management for Florida Substitute Teachers
Focused on effective classroom management techniques, this book provides substitutes
with tools to maintain order and engage students. It highlights specific challenges faced by
substitutes and offers solutions rooted in Florida’s educational environment. Readers will
learn to create a positive learning atmosphere even in temporary teaching assignments.

3. Becoming a Substitute Teacher in Florida: Step-by-Step Guide
This guide walks aspiring substitute teachers through the certification process in Florida,
including background checks, training requirements, and application procedures. It also
includes advice on securing assignments and building a professional reputation. The book is
ideal for those starting their substitute teaching journey in the Sunshine State.

4. Effective Communication for Substitute Teachers in Florida
Communication is key for substitute teachers, and this book emphasizes strategies to
effectively interact with students, staff, and parents. It explores Florida-specific cultural and
demographic factors that influence communication in schools. The book equips substitutes
with skills to foster collaboration and understanding in diverse classrooms.

5. Instructional Strategies for Florida Substitute Teachers
Designed to help substitutes deliver engaging lessons, this book presents adaptable
instructional strategies suitable for various subjects and grade levels. It includes tips on
using lesson plans left by regular teachers and creating meaningful learning experiences
when plans are unavailable. The content is tailored to meet Florida’s curriculum standards
and student needs.

6. Legal and Ethical Issues for Florida Substitute Teachers
This book addresses the legal responsibilities and ethical considerations unique to
substitute teaching in Florida. Topics include student privacy, mandatory reporting, and
professional conduct. It is an essential resource for substitutes aiming to navigate the
complexities of education law and ethics within the state.

7. Surviving Your First Year as a Florida Substitute Teacher
Geared toward new substitute teachers, this book shares practical advice and real-life
stories from Florida educators. It covers common challenges such as managing diverse



classrooms, adapting to different school cultures, and balancing the unpredictability of
substitute teaching. The book offers encouragement and strategies for long-term success.

8. Technology Integration for Florida Substitute Teachers
With increasing use of technology in Florida classrooms, this book helps substitutes become
proficient in essential educational technologies. It covers tools like digital gradebooks,
learning management systems, and interactive whiteboards. The guide enables substitutes
to support student learning effectively in tech-enhanced environments.

9. Cultural Competency for Substitute Teachers in Florida
Florida’s diverse student population requires cultural sensitivity and awareness. This book
provides insights into understanding and respecting cultural differences in the classroom. It
offers strategies for substitutes to create inclusive and supportive learning environments
that honor the backgrounds of all students.
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Teaching Middle School Mary Ellen Griffith, Anne B. Kocsis, 2011 Middle school, the formative
years in which students reach puberty and start the massive, life changing alterations that will
determine who they are, is one of the hardest times for any new teacher to start their career.
Problem students can become harder to deal with and those who are not prepared often don t make
it through their first year without a little help. This book has been written to help every teacher who
is dreading rather than looking forward to that first day in front of their new classes. This heavily
researched, detailed book will help first-year middle school teachers learn how to deal with supplies,
planning, parents, overcrowded classrooms, the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, piles
of paperwork, money shortages due to budget cuts, negativity from pubescent students and other
staff members, at-risk students, students who are capable but choose not to work, and special needs
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of new teenagers and middle school age students. In addition, you will read about where to go for
support, the reality of spending your own money on classroom supplies, mandated tests, technology
solutions, and behavior management skills. We spent countless hours interviewing second year
middle school teachers, as well as veteran teachers, and have gathered and presented their advice
for how to deal with the first year in teaching at a middle school. With this book in hand, you will not
only survive you will feel empowered to go on after your first year and become a powerful motivating
force for scores of young people for years to come. Atlantic Publishing is a small, independent
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president's garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned resource for non-fiction
books. Today, over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such as small business, healthy living,
management, finance, careers, and real estate. Atlantic Publishing prides itself on producing award
winning, high-quality manuals that give readers up-to-date, pertinent information, real-world
examples, and case studies with expert advice. Every book has resources, contact information, and
web sites of the products or companies discussed.
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2010-11 This book is about my life as a teacher and the unethical procedure followed by the Polk
County School Board to try to end my teaching career. The Educational Code of Ethics was not used
as a guide line regarding my termination. I was fired twice without warning or notice. I e-mailed the
governor the first time for reinstatement. After being reinstated I was fired again. When I asked why
was I fired? The principal looked at me with a smile and said: Reflect back. Well what was there to
reflect back on when mostly all of my children scored high on their state and national reading test.
This book deals with the emotional stress of teachers and what they encounter on a daily basis in the
school system. Why is it that not all of our teachers voice are being heard? Some parts of the book
talks about mission and vision, the little Principals, How to avoid pitfalls of teaching, How to become
an effective teacher and steps you can take if you are terminated. The emotional stress of the
student with/without disabilities in learning. Why are our children failing state and national test but
making A&B honor roll on class room test? Emotional stress of parents and why is there a break
down in the educational system? How to determine if your child has an effective or ineffective
teacher. Statistical reports from other states regarding education. This book uncovers t he Dark Side
Of Teaching. When you have finished reading this book you will have the knowledge and tools
needed to become an effective teacher, as well as knowing your rights according to the code of
ethics.
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be a key to help you unlock the door to your side of that closet. In Being Mother Courage, Bea and
Jan become the visibly out local lesbians with their feminist bookstore. With parents passing and
ex-husbands getting the kids, Jan and Bea create women’s groups and Goddess circles. They boldly
confront the loss of Jan’s cherished Door County land and her continuing job harassment despite her
successes. Humorous misadventures ride with them along Door County’s precious land. Florida’s
Atlantic Ocean tests their scuba-diving skills. Mexico’s road to and from Chichen Itza requires some
spunk. After they get a two-page manuscript, they illustrate, design, publish and promote Something
Happened to Me, their children’s sexual abuse book, which goes international and relocates their
dream. Bea moves out of the confines of the local bookstore to sell their book to the world. Being
Mother Courage is Book Four. * * * * * In The Whistling Girls & Crowing Hens Series, two straight
married women risk families and careers, leave society’s compulsory heterosexuality in 1972, and
boldly survive in an uncharted, intimate relationship. Jan and Bea experience historic events in the
women’s movement and gay/lesbian world in their thirty-nine years together. Each book presents
deeper levels on major topics and adventures.
  become a substitute teacher in florida: Developing an Effective Substitute Teacher
Program Elizabeth Henderson, Nancy Protheroe, Educational Research Service (Arlington, Va.),
Stephanie Porch, 2002 If you want to ensure a high-quality teacher in every classroom, every day,



then you need to develop and implement an effective substitute teacher program. This report tackles
head on what has come to be widely known as the substitute teacher problem-the very real
likelihood that on any given school day the teaching and learning process will be disrupted for both
students and staff-for lack of enough qualified teachers. Identify ways to more effectively recruit,
hire, train, and retain quality substitute teachers.
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Grammar for Teachers: A Guide to American English for Native and Non-Native Speakers is a result
of my frustrations over many years of teaching graduate-level structure courses and not being able
to ?nd an appropriate grammar text for the pre- and in-service teachers enrolled in these classes.
The students in these courses have represented a variety of teaching backgrounds: ESL and EFL
teachers, native and non-nativespeakersof English,and mainstreamcontent-areateacherswith ESL
students in their classes, to name a few. Some of these students have had a strong knowledge of
English grammar, but often have dif?culties in applying their kno- edge to real-life discourse. Other
students’ exposure has been limited to lessons in “correctness,” and are generally unaware of which
language features are central to teaching ESL/EFL learners. Some students are resistant to taking
this course, but are required to do so, whether to satisfy speci?c degree requirements, for state or
professional certi?cation, or for other reasons. A few students have had some l- guistics, many not.
The challenge has been ?nding a way to convey the essentials of
AmericanEnglishgrammarclearly,toengagestudentsactivelyin theirownlearning and understanding of
grammar as applicable to ESL/EFL learners, and to motivate them to undertake perceptive analyses
of grammatical elements and structures, and of ESL/EFL learner needs and dif?culties. The overall
aim of Grammar for Teachers is to make grammar accessible and comprehensible.
  become a substitute teacher in florida: Why Meadow Died Andrew Pollack, Max Eden,
2019-09-10 WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER As featured in the New York Post and as seen on
Tucker Carlson, Fox and Friends, Martha MacCallum, and more. Voted by Book Authority as one of
the ten best social policy books of all time! The Parkland school shooting was the most avoidable
mass murder in American history. And the policies that made it inevitable are being forced into
public schools across America. “After my sister Meadow was murdered at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School, the media obsessed for months about the type of rifle the killer used. It was all
clickbait and politics, not answers or justice. That wasn’t good enough for us. My dad is a real tough
guy, but Meadow had him wrapped around her little finger. He would do anything she wanted, and
she would want him to find every answer so that this never happens again. My dad teamed up with
one of America’s leading education experts to launch his own investigation. We found the answers to
the questions the media refused to ask. Questions about school safety that go far beyond the
national gun debate. And the answers to those questions matter for parents, teachers, and
schoolchildren nationwide. If one single adult in the Broward County school district had made one
responsible decision about the Parkland shooter, then my sister would still be alive. But every bad
decision they made makes total sense once you understand the district’s politically correct policies,
which started here in Broward and have spread to thousands of schools across America.” —Hunter
Pollack, “Foreword”
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2013-12-04 First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
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Indigenous Teachers Conra D. Gist, Travis J. Bristol, 2022-10-15 Teachers of Color and Indigenous
Teachers are underrepresented in public schools across the United States of America, with Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color making up roughly 37% of the adult population and 50% of children,
but just 19% of the teaching force. Yet research over decades has indicated their positive impact on
student learning and social and emotional development, particularly for Students of Color and
Indigenous Students. A first of its kind, the Handbook of Research on Teachers of Color and
Indigenous Teachers addresses key issues and obstacles to ethnoracial diversity across the life
course of teachers’ careers, such as recruitment and retention, professional development, and the
role of minority-serving institutions. Including chapters from leading researchers and policy makers,
the Handbook is designed to be an important resource to help bridge the gap between scholars,
practitioners, and policy makers. In doing so, this research will serve as a launching pad for
discussion and change at this critical moment in our country’s history. The volume’s goal is to drive
conversations around the issue of ethnoracial teacher diversity and to provide concrete practices for
policy makers and practitioners to enable them to make evidence-based decisions for supporting an
ethnoracially diverse educator workforce, now and in the future.
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States. Congress. House. Committee on the Budget. Task Force on Education and Employment, 1983
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