
2006 toyota highlander fuel economy

2006 toyota highlander fuel economy remains a significant consideration for
buyers and owners of this popular midsize SUV. Known for its reliability and
versatility, the 2006 Toyota Highlander offers various engine options and
drivetrain configurations, each impacting fuel efficiency differently.
Understanding the fuel economy of this model is essential for those seeking
to balance performance with cost-effective driving. This article delves into
the fuel consumption figures, factors influencing mileage, and comparisons
with similar vehicles. Additionally, it explores tips for optimizing fuel
efficiency in the 2006 Highlander, along with the impact of hybrid technology
introduced in the lineup. This comprehensive guide provides valuable insights
for consumers and enthusiasts interested in the fuel economy aspects of the
2006 Toyota Highlander.
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Fuel Economy Ratings and Specifications

The official fuel economy ratings for the 2006 Toyota Highlander vary
depending on the engine type, drivetrain, and transmission options. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides estimated miles per gallon
(MPG) figures that help consumers gauge fuel consumption under standardized
testing conditions. Generally, the 2006 Highlander offers competitive fuel
economy within the midsize SUV segment, balancing power and efficiency.

EPA Fuel Economy Estimates

The 2006 Toyota Highlander is available in both 4-cylinder and V6 engine
variants, which significantly influence the fuel economy ratings. According
to EPA estimates:

The 2.4-liter 4-cylinder engine with front-wheel drive achieves
approximately 20 MPG city and 25 MPG highway.

The 3.3-liter V6 engine with front-wheel drive is rated around 18 MPG
city and 24 MPG highway.

The V6 with all-wheel drive sees a slight decrease, averaging 17 MPG
city and 22 MPG highway.



These figures highlight the trade-offs between engine performance and fuel
efficiency in the 2006 Toyota Highlander.

Engine Options and Their Impact on Fuel
Efficiency

The 2006 Toyota Highlander offers two primary engine choices, each affecting
fuel economy differently. Understanding these options allows potential buyers
to select the model that best fits their driving habits and fuel efficiency
expectations.

2.4-Liter 4-Cylinder Engine

The base 2.4-liter inline-4 engine provides a balance between adequate power
and improved fuel economy. Although less powerful than the V6, this engine
delivers respectable performance for daily commuting and light cargo needs.
Its lighter weight and smaller displacement contribute to better fuel
efficiency, particularly in city driving conditions.

3.3-Liter V6 Engine

The more robust 3.3-liter V6 engine offers enhanced acceleration and towing
capability but at a cost to fuel economy. This engine is designed for drivers
who prioritize power, especially when carrying passengers or heavy loads. The
V6's fuel consumption is higher due to its larger displacement and increased
horsepower.

Drivetrain and Transmission Effects

The 2006 Highlander comes with either front-wheel drive (FWD) or all-wheel
drive (AWD), impacting fuel economy figures. Generally, AWD models consume
more fuel because of the added drivetrain components and increased weight.
Additionally, the availability of a 5-speed automatic transmission
contributes to moderate fuel efficiency, balancing smooth shifting with fuel
savings.

Factors Affecting Real-World Fuel Economy

While EPA ratings provide standardized estimates, actual fuel economy for the
2006 Toyota Highlander can vary based on numerous real-world factors.
Understanding these influences helps owners maximize the vehicle's fuel
efficiency.

Driving Habits

Aggressive acceleration, excessive idling, and frequent short trips can
significantly reduce fuel economy. Smooth driving at moderate speeds tends to
optimize fuel consumption in the 2006 Highlander, especially in urban
environments.



Vehicle Maintenance

Proper maintenance is crucial for sustaining fuel efficiency. Regular oil
changes, air filter replacements, and tire pressure checks ensure the engine
and drivetrain operate at peak efficiency. Neglecting maintenance can lead to
decreased mileage and increased fuel costs.

Load and Cargo

Carrying heavy loads or towing can negatively impact fuel economy. The 2006
Highlander's fuel consumption increases with added weight, especially when
equipped with the V6 engine and AWD system.

Environmental Conditions

Driving in hilly terrain, extreme temperatures, or congested traffic can
lower fuel efficiency. The use of air conditioning and other electrical
accessories also contributes to increased fuel consumption.

Comparing the 2006 Toyota Highlander to
Competitors

In the midsize SUV category, the 2006 Toyota Highlander competes with several
models regarding fuel economy. Comparing these vehicles offers context for
its efficiency performance and market positioning.

Competitor Models

Honda Pilot

Ford Escape

Jeep Grand Cherokee

Nissan Murano

Hyundai Santa Fe

Each competitor offers different engine options and drivetrain
configurations, affecting their respective fuel economy ratings.

Fuel Economy Comparison

The 2006 Toyota Highlander's 4-cylinder models generally outperform many
competitors in city mileage, while its V6 versions maintain competitive
highway fuel economy. For example, the Honda Pilot V6 averages slightly lower
MPG in city driving, whereas the Ford Escape offers similar figures with
smaller engines. These comparisons illustrate the Highlander's balanced
approach to power and efficiency.



Fuel-Saving Tips for the 2006 Toyota Highlander

Maximizing the 2006 Toyota Highlander's fuel economy involves practical
strategies tailored to its design and capabilities. Implementing these tips
can reduce fuel consumption and lower operating costs.

Maintain Optimal Tire Pressure

Keeping tires inflated to the manufacturer’s recommended levels reduces
rolling resistance and improves gas mileage.

Limit Excess Weight

Removing unnecessary cargo and roof racks decreases aerodynamic drag and
vehicle weight, enhancing fuel efficiency.

Use Cruise Control on Highways

Engaging cruise control helps maintain a steady speed, reducing fuel usage
during long highway drives.

Regular Engine Tune-Ups

Ensuring spark plugs, fuel injectors, and other components are functioning
correctly optimizes combustion and fuel economy.

Avoid Excessive Idling

Turning off the engine during extended stops prevents unnecessary fuel
consumption.

Hybrid Version and Its Fuel Economy Benefits

The 2006 model year marked the introduction of the Toyota Highlander Hybrid,
which brought significant improvements in fuel economy through advanced
technology. This variant combines a gasoline engine with electric motors to
enhance efficiency without sacrificing performance.

Hybrid System Overview

The Highlander Hybrid utilizes a 3.3-liter V6 engine paired with an electric
motor and a continuously variable transmission (CVT). This combination allows
for regenerative braking, electric-only driving at low speeds, and optimized
fuel usage during acceleration and cruising.



Hybrid Fuel Economy Ratings

The 2006 Toyota Highlander Hybrid achieves EPA ratings of approximately 27
MPG city and 25 MPG highway, outperforming its gasoline-only counterparts.
These figures make the hybrid version an attractive option for drivers
prioritizing fuel savings and reduced emissions.

Advantages of the Hybrid Model

Lower fuel consumption in stop-and-go traffic

Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

Smoother acceleration with electric motor assistance

Potential tax incentives and higher resale value

The hybrid technology in the 2006 Highlander represents a forward-thinking
approach to improving fuel economy in the midsize SUV market segment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota
Highlander?

The 2006 Toyota Highlander has an average fuel economy of approximately 20
miles per gallon (mpg) in the city and 27 mpg on the highway for the 4-
cylinder model, while the V6 model averages around 18 mpg city and 24 mpg
highway.

Does the 2006 Toyota Highlander have better fuel
efficiency with a 4-cylinder or V6 engine?

The 4-cylinder engine in the 2006 Toyota Highlander offers better fuel
efficiency, averaging about 20 mpg city and 27 mpg highway, compared to the
V6 engine which averages around 18 mpg city and 24 mpg highway.

How does the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota
Highlander compare to newer models?

The 2006 Toyota Highlander generally has lower fuel economy compared to newer
models due to advancements in engine technology and hybrid options, with
newer Highlanders achieving upwards of 21-29 mpg combined, especially in
hybrid trims.

What factors can affect the 2006 Toyota Highlander’s
fuel economy?

Factors affecting fuel economy include driving habits, vehicle maintenance,
tire condition, load weight, terrain, and whether the vehicle is equipped



with all-wheel drive, which typically lowers fuel efficiency.

Is the 2006 Toyota Highlander considered fuel-
efficient for its class?

For a midsize SUV from 2006, the Highlander's fuel economy was considered
average to slightly above average, especially the 4-cylinder model, though it
is less efficient compared to today's standards.

Can upgrading tires or maintenance improve the fuel
economy of a 2006 Toyota Highlander?

Yes, maintaining proper tire pressure, using low rolling resistance tires,
regular oil changes, and ensuring the engine is well-tuned can help improve
the fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota Highlander.

What is the fuel tank capacity of the 2006 Toyota
Highlander?

The 2006 Toyota Highlander has a fuel tank capacity of approximately 18.5
gallons, which affects how far it can travel between refueling considering
its fuel economy.

Does the 2006 Toyota Highlander have an all-wheel
drive option, and how does it affect fuel economy?

Yes, the 2006 Toyota Highlander offers an all-wheel drive (AWD) option. AWD
models tend to have slightly lower fuel economy, typically reducing miles per
gallon by 1-2 mpg compared to front-wheel drive versions.

What is the EPA estimated combined fuel economy for
the 2006 Toyota Highlander V6?

The EPA estimated combined fuel economy for the 2006 Toyota Highlander V6 is
about 20 miles per gallon, combining both city and highway driving
conditions.

Additional Resources
1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency in Your 2006 Toyota Highlander
This book offers practical tips and techniques to enhance the fuel economy of
your 2006 Toyota Highlander. It covers driving habits, maintenance routines,
and modifications that can lead to noticeable savings at the pump. Readers
will learn how to get the most out of their vehicle without sacrificing
performance or comfort.

2. The 2006 Toyota Highlander Owner’s Guide to Better Mileage
Designed specifically for Highlander owners, this guide breaks down the
factors influencing fuel consumption in the 2006 model. It includes step-by-
step advice on tire care, engine tuning, and weight management to improve
mileage. The book also provides insights into how seasonal changes affect
fuel economy.



3. Eco-Driving Techniques for the Toyota Highlander 2006
Focusing on eco-friendly driving practices, this book teaches Highlander
drivers how to reduce their environmental impact while saving money. It
explains acceleration patterns, speed control, and gear shifting suited for
the 2006 Highlander’s engine. The author emphasizes smooth driving and
anticipatory techniques to optimize fuel use.

4. Maintenance and Fuel Economy: 2006 Toyota Highlander
This comprehensive manual details routine and advanced maintenance procedures
that help maintain optimal fuel efficiency. It covers oil changes, air filter
replacements, and fuel system cleanings tailored to the 2006 Highlander. The
book also discusses warning signs of inefficiencies and how to address them
promptly.

5. Comparative Fuel Economy: 2006 Toyota Highlander vs. Competitors
This analytical book compares the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Highlander
with other SUVs from the same year. It provides data-driven insights and
evaluates performance in city and highway driving conditions. Readers will
understand where the Highlander stands in terms of efficiency and what
improvements can be made.

6. Hybrid Alternatives and Fuel Savings: Lessons from the 2006 Highlander
Exploring the transition to hybrid models, this book uses the 2006 Highlander
as a baseline for fuel economy improvements. It discusses the benefits of
hybrid technology and how it compares to the traditional gasoline engine of
the 2006 model. Readers interested in upgrading or understanding hybrids will
find valuable information here.

7. Understanding Fuel Economy Ratings: 2006 Toyota Highlander Edition
This book demystifies the official fuel economy ratings for the 2006
Highlander and explains how these numbers are calculated. It educates readers
on EPA standards, real-world driving factors, and how to interpret mileage
claims. The guide helps owners set realistic expectations and optimize their
vehicle’s performance.

8. DIY Fuel Economy Enhancements for Your 2006 Highlander
Targeted at hands-on vehicle owners, this book provides DIY projects and
modifications to improve fuel efficiency. It includes affordable upgrades
such as aerodynamic tweaks, tire pressure management, and fuel additives
suitable for the 2006 Highlander. Step-by-step instructions make it
accessible for those new to car maintenance.

9. Long-Term Fuel Economy Strategies for the 2006 Toyota Highlander
This volume focuses on sustainable approaches to maintaining and improving
fuel economy over the lifespan of your Highlander. It covers driving behavior
adjustments, periodic maintenance schedules, and lifestyle changes that
contribute to fuel savings. The book encourages mindful ownership to maximize
the vehicle’s value and efficiency.

2006 Toyota Highlander Fuel Economy

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-107/Book?dataid=EuO15-7898&title=better-enginee
ring-parts-washer-manual.pdf

http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-010/Book?title=2006-toyota-highlander-fuel-economy.pdf&trackid=drn63-9543
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-107/Book?dataid=EuO15-7898&title=better-engineering-parts-washer-manual.pdf
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-107/Book?dataid=EuO15-7898&title=better-engineering-parts-washer-manual.pdf


  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Fuel Economy Guide , 2005
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2006-05 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Edmunds New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2006
Annual Editors at Edmunds.com, 2005-12-27 For more than 39 years, millions of consumers have
turned to Edmunds' buyer's guides for their shopping needs. This format makes it easy for
consumers to get the advice and information they need to purchase their next new vehicle. Readers
benefit from features such as: - Comprehensive vehicle reviews - Easy-to-use charts rate competitive
vehicles in popular market segments - In-depth advice on buying and leasing - Editors' and
consumers' ratings - High-quality photography - Editors' Most Wanted picks in 27 vehicle categories.
In addition to these features, vehicle shoppers can benefit from the best that they've come to expect
from the Edmunds name: - Crash test ratings from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety - Warranty information Information
on most fuel-efficient models and how to improve your fuel economy - Detailed explanation of how
hybrid vehicles work - Previews of future vehicles not yet for sale.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Home Power , 2007
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Intellectual Property Russell L. Parr, 2018-04-17 A
new edition of the trusted book on intellectual property Intellectual Property simplifies the process
of attaching a dollar amount to intellectual property and intangible assets, be it for licensing,
mergers and acquisitions, loan collateral, investment purposes, and determining infringement
damages. Written by Russell L. Parr, an expert in the valuation/intellectual property field, this book
comprehensively addresses IP Valuation, the Exploitation Strategies of Licensing and Joint Ventures,
and determination of Infringement Damages. The author explains commonly used strategies for
determining the value of intellectual property, as well as methods used to set royalty rates based on
investment rates of returns. This book examines the business economics of strategies involving
intellectual property licensing and joint ventures, provides analytical models that can be used to
determine reasonable royalty rates for licensing and for determining fair equity splits in joint
venture arrangements. Key concepts in this book are brought to life by presenting real-world
examples of exploitation strategies being used by major corporations. Provides practical tools for
and examines the business economics for determining the value intellectual property in licensing
and joint venture decisions Presents analytical models for determining reasonable royalty rates for
licensing and for determining fair equity splits in joint venture arrangements Provides a detailed
discussion about determining intellectual property infringement damages focusing on lost profits
and reasonable royalties.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2006-05 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide , 2006
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Global Climate Change and U.S. Law Michael Gerrard,
2007 This comprehensive, current examination of U.S. law as it relates to global climate change
begins with a summary of the factual and scientific background of climate change based on
governmental statistics and other official sources. Subsequent chapters address the international
and national frameworks of climate change law, including the Kyoto Protocol, state programs
affected in the absence of a mandatory federal program, issues of disclosure and corporate
governance, and the insurance industry. Also covered are the legal aspects of other efforts, including
voluntary programs, emissions trading programs, and carbon sequestration.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Popular Science , 2004-03 Popular Science gives our
readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that
Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology



are the driving forces that will help make it better.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: JK Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2006 Barbara
Weltman, 2006-02-24 The tax facts and strategies every small business owner shouldknow Owning a
small business is a big responsibility. While many smallbusiness owners seek to improve their
bottom line, few realize allthe ways that both current and new tax laws can help them do so.With J.K.
Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2006 you can learnhow. J.K. Lasser's Small Business Taxes 2006 gives
you a completeoverview of small business tax planning in a straightforward andaccessible manner.
Focusing on strategies that help you usedeductions effectively, shield business income, and
maximize otheraspects of small business taxes, this practical guide will show youhow your actions in
business today can affect your bottom line froma tax perspective tomorrow. In this fully updated
volume, you'll find: * Detailed coverage of new tax laws and IRS rules * Planning strategies that can
help you run a tax-smart businessall year long * Comprehensive information on each deductible
expense, includingdollar limits and record-keeping requirements * Clear instructions on where to
report income and claim deductionson your tax forms * Sample forms and checklists to help you
prepare for taxtime * Help with state taxes and a guide to information returns you mayneed to file *
Planning strategies that can help you run a tax-smart businessall year long Filled with in-depth
insight and practical advice, J.K. Lasser'sSmall Business Taxes 2006 proves you don't have to be a
tax expertto make smart tax decisions.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Engines and Fuels for Future Transport Gautam
Kalghatgi, Avinash Kumar Agarwal, Felix Leach, Kelly Senecal, 2021-12-13 This book focuses on
clean transport and mobility essential to the modern world. It discusses internal combustion engines
(ICEs) and alternatives like battery electric vehicles (BEVs) which are growing fast. Alternatives to
ICEs start from a very low base and face formidable environmental, material availability, and
economic challenges to unlimited and rapid growth. Hence ICEs will continue to be the main power
source for transport for decades to come and have to be continuously improved to improve transport
sustainability. The book highlights the need to assess proposed changes in the existing transport
system on a life cycle basis. The volume includes chapters discussing the challenges faced by ICEs
as well as chapters on novel fuels and fuel/ engine interactions which help in this quest to improve
the efficiency of ICE and reduce exhaust pollutants. This book will be of interest to those in
academia and industry alike.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2010 Phil
Edmonston, 2009-11-30 As U.S. and Canadian automakers and dealers face bankruptcy and/or
unprecedented downsizing, Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the
economic meltdown unlike any other car and truck books on the market. Phil Edmonston, Canada’s
automotive “Dr. Phil” for more than 35 years, pulls no punches. This compendium of everything
that’s new in cars and trucks is packed with feedback from Canadian drivers, insider tips, internal
service bulletins, and confidential memos to help the consumer select what’s safe, reliable, and
fuel-frugal. Know all about profit margins, rebates, and safety defects. And when things go wrong,
fight back! Lemon-Aid’s complaint tactics, sample letters, Internet gripe sites, and winning
jurisprudence will get you attention — and a refund!
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Hybrid Vehicles Allen Fuhs, 2008-09-19 Uncover the
Technology behind Hybrids and Make an Intelligent Decision When Purchasing Your Next Vehicle
With one billion cars expected to be on the roads of the world in the near future, the potential for
war over oil and the negative environmental effects of emissions will be greater than ever before.
Now is the time to seriously consider an alte
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Automotive Engineering International , 2008
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2007-10 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Green Technologies and the Mobility Industry
Andrew Brown, 2010-11-16 This book features 20 SAE technical papers, originally published in 2009



and 2010, which showcase how the mobility industry is developing greener products and staying
responsive - if not ahead of - new standards and legal requirements. These papers were selected by
SAE International's 2010 President Dr. Andrew Brown Jr., Executive Director and Chief Technologist
for Delphi Corporation. Authored by international experts from both industry and academia, they
cover a wide range of cutting-edge subjects including powertrain electrification, alternative fuels,
new emissions standards and remediation strategies, nanotechnology, sustainability, in-vehicle
networking, and how various countries are also stepping up to the green challenge. Green
Technologies and the Mobility Industry also offers additional useful information: the most recent
Delphi Worldwide Emissions Standards booklets, which will be shipped with the print version of this
title, or as part of the PDF download, if you purchase the ebook version. Exclusive Multimedia
Package Watch Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. describe the new trends in green mobility. Download a free
SAE presentation on green technologies and the mobility industry. Challenging times: an interview
with Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. Buy the Set and Save! This book is the first in the trilogy from SAE on
Safe, Green and Connected vehicles in the mobility industry edited by Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. This
trilogy can be purchased in a combination of the following sets: Green Technologies and Active
Safety in the Mobility Industry Green Technologies and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Active
Safety and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Buy the Entire 3 Volume Set to Save the Most!
Green, Safe & Connected: The Future of Mobility
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Tomorrow's Energy Peter Hoffmann, 2002-08-23
How hydrogen—nonpolluting and easy to produce—could become the fuel of the future. Hydrogen is
the quintessential eco-fuel. This invisible, tasteless gas is the most abundant element in the universe.
It is the basic building block and fuel of stars and an essential raw material in innumerable
biological and chemical processes. As a completely nonpolluting fuel, it may hold the answer to
growing environmental concerns about atmospheric accumulation of carbon dioxide and the
resultant Greenhouse Effect. In this book Peter Hoffmann describes current research toward a
hydrogen-based economy. He presents the history of hydrogen energy and discusses the
environmental dangers of continued dependence on fossil fuels. Hydrogen is not an energy source
but a carrier that, like electricity, must be manufactured. Today hydrogen is manufactured by
decarbonizing fossil fuels. In the future it will be derived from water and solar energy and perhaps
from cleaner versions of nuclear energy. Because it can be made by a variety of methods, Hoffmann
argues, it can be easily adapted by different countries and economies. Hoffmann acknowledges the
social, political, and economic difficulties in replacing current energy systems with an entirely new
one. Although the process of converting to a hydrogen-based economy would be complex, he
demonstrates that the environmental and health benefits would far outweigh the costs.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks
1990–2016 Phil Edmonston, 2015-11-21 This book steers buyers through the the confusion and
anxiety of new and used vehicle purchases unlike any other car-and-truck book on the market. “Dr.
Phil,” Canada’s best-known automotive expert for more than forty-five years, pulls no punches.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2006-05 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2006 toyota highlander fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2011 Phil
Edmonston, 2010-11-11 As U.S. and Canadian automakers and dealers face bankruptcy and Toyota
battles unprecedented quality-control problems, Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious
buyer through the economic meltdown unlike any other car-and-truck books on the market. Phil
Edmonston, Canada's automotive Dr. Phil for more than 40 years, pulls no punches. In this all-new
guide he says: Chrysler's days are numbered with the dubious help of Fiat. Electric cars and ethanol
power are PR gimmicks. Diesel and natural gas are the future. Be wary of zombie vehicles: Jaguar,
Land Rover, Saab, and Volvo. Mercedes-Benz -- rich cars, poor quality. There's only one Saturn you
should buy. Toyota -- enough apologies: when you mess up, 'fess up.
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