20 questions about the outsiders

20 questions about the outsiders offer a comprehensive exploration of the classic novel
"The Outsiders" by S.E. Hinton. This article delves into the most frequently asked
questions, covering themes, characters, plot developments, and literary significance.
Whether for students, educators, or fans of the novel, these questions provide a deep
understanding of the story’s impact and its enduring relevance in American literature. By
analyzing key elements such as character motivations, social dynamics, and narrative
structure, this guide enhances the appreciation of the novel’s complexity. Additionally, it
addresses common inquiries about the historical context and the author’s intentions. This
thorough examination serves as a valuable resource for anyone seeking to study or discuss
"The Outsiders" in detail. The following sections will organize these questions into
meaningful categories for clarity and in-depth insight.

¢ General Questions about The Outsiders
e Character-Related Questions
e Plot and Setting Questions

e Themes and Symbolism Questions

e Author and Literary Significance Questions

General Questions about The Outsiders

This section addresses foundational inquiries about the novel "The Outsiders," providing
essential background information and context for readers new to the work or those
seeking a refresher.

What is The Outsiders about?

"The Outsiders" is a coming-of-age novel that explores the struggles between two rival
groups of teenagers, the Greasers and the Socs, set in a 1960s American town. It
highlights themes of class conflict, friendship, and identity through the experiences of
Ponyboy Curtis and his friends.

When was The Outsiders published?

The novel was first published in 1967. It was written by S.E. Hinton when she was still a



teenager, which contributes to its authentic portrayal of adolescent life and social
challenges.

Who is the target audience of The Outsiders?

The book primarily targets young adults and teenagers but has also been widely read by
adults due to its universal themes and relatable characters. It is often used in middle and
high school curricula.

Why is The Outsiders considered a classic?

"The Outsiders" is regarded as a classic because it was one of the first novels to
realistically depict teenage life and social divisions without romanticizing or simplifying
these issues. Its honest portrayal of youth struggles has resonated with generations.

What genre does The Outsiders belong to?

The novel is classified under young adult fiction, specifically within the coming-of-age and
realistic fiction genres. It combines drama, social commentary, and personal growth
narratives.

Character-Related Questions

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the full meaning of "The Outsiders."
This section explores the personalities, roles, and relationships of the novel’s main and
supporting characters.

Who is the protagonist of The Outsiders?

Ponyboy Curtis serves as the protagonist and narrator. He is a thoughtful and sensitive
Greaser who struggles with the social divide and his place within his family and
community.

What are the main groups in The Outsiders?

The two central groups are:



e Greasers: Working-class teenagers known for their loyalty and toughness.

e Socs: Wealthy, privileged teens who often bully the Greasers.

What role does Johnny Cade play in the story?

Johnny Cade is Ponyboy’s close friend and a fellow Greaser who is sensitive but has
endured severe abuse at home. His actions significantly affect the plot’s direction,
particularly after a critical incident involving self-defense.

How does Dallas Winston influence the plot?

Dallas, or Dally, is a tough, street-smart Greaser whose rebellious nature and loyalty
shape key events. His protective attitude toward Johnny and Ponyboy adds tension and
emotional depth to the narrative.

What are the characteristics of Cherry Valance?

Cherry is a Soc girl who bridges the gap between the two groups by showing empathy
toward the Greasers. Her character highlights the complexities of social divisions and
challenges stereotypes.

Plot and Setting Questions

This section discusses the storyline, major events, and the environment in which the novel
unfolds, providing insight into how setting and plot intertwine.

Where is The Outsiders set?

The story takes place in an unnamed American town during the 1960s. The setting reflects
the socio-economic tensions between the working-class and affluent communities.

What is the main conflict in The Outsiders?

The primary conflict is the rivalry between the Greasers and the Socs, which escalates
from social tension to physical violence. This conflict serves as a backdrop for exploring



themes of loyalty, identity, and justice.

What significant event changes the course of the story?

A pivotal moment occurs when Johnny kills a Soc named Bob in self-defense, forcing
Johnny and Ponyboy to flee. This event intensifies the narrative and leads to dramatic
consequences for all characters involved.

How does the story end?

The novel concludes with Ponyboy reflecting on the events and deciding to tell his story as
a way to cope and understand the struggles he and his friends faced. The ending
emphasizes growth and the possibility of change.

What role does the rumble play in the plot?

The rumble is a planned fight between the Greasers and the Socs, symbolizing the climax
of the social conflict. It serves as a moment of confrontation and resolution for the
characters’ tensions.

Themes and Symbolism Questions

Exploring the underlying messages and symbols in "The Outsiders" helps deepen
understanding of the novel’s literary qualities and social commentary.

What are the main themes in The Outsiders?

Key themes include:

¢ Class Conflict: The tension between the Greasers and Socs highlights socio-
economic disparities.

e Identity and Belonging: Characters struggle to define themselves within their
social groups.

» Violence and Its Consequences: The novel portrays how violence affects
individuals and communities.

e Friendship and Loyalty: Bonds among the Greasers are central to the story.



¢ Loss of Innocence: The characters’ experiences force them to confront harsh
realities.

What does the switchblade symbolize in the novel?

The switchblade represents both protection and the violence inherent in the characters’
lives. It symbolizes the harsh environment and the survival instincts of the Greasers.

How is the theme of family portrayed?

Family is depicted through biological ties and chosen connections, such as the
brotherhood among the Greasers. The Curtis brothers’ relationship exemplifies loyalty and
support despite hardships.

What is the significance of the poem “Nothing Gold Can
Stay”?

Robert Frost’s poem, quoted by Johnny, symbolizes the fleeting nature of innocence and
beauty. It underscores the novel’s theme of loss and the inevitability of change.

How does the novel address social prejudice?

The story exposes the unfair judgments and stereotypes imposed on individuals based on
their social class, encouraging readers to look beyond surface differences.

Author and Literary Significance Questions

This section focuses on S.E. Hinton’s background, writing style, and the impact of "The
Outsiders" on literature and culture.

Who is S.E. Hinton?

S.E. Hinton is an American author who wrote "The Outsiders" as a teenager. Her real
name is Susan Eloise Hinton, and she is credited with pioneering realistic young adult
fiction.



Why did Hinton write The Outsiders?

Hinton wrote the novel to portray the real struggles of teenagers in her community,
aiming to provide an honest depiction of class conflict and youth identity that was absent
in literature at the time.

How has The Outsiders influenced young adult
literature?

The novel set a precedent for realistic storytelling in young adult fiction, inspiring
countless authors to tackle complex social issues and authentic adolescent experiences.

What style and narrative perspective does The Outsiders
use?

The novel is written in the first person from Ponyboy’s perspective, using straightforward,
accessible language that conveys emotional depth and immediacy.

Has The Outsiders been adapted into other media?

Yes, "The Outsiders" was adapted into a successful film in 1983, directed by Francis Ford
Coppola, further cementing its cultural significance and reaching a broader audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Outsiders'?

The main theme of 'The Outsiders' is the conflict between social classes, particularly
between the Greasers and the Socs, highlighting issues of identity, loyalty, and the
struggle for acceptance.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Outsiders' and what is
his role?

The protagonist of 'The Outsiders' is Ponyboy Curtis, a 14-year-old Greaser who narrates
the story and provides insight into the struggles of growing up in a divided society.



How does 'The Outsiders' explore the concept of family?

The novel explores family through the strong bonds between the Curtis brothers and their
Greaser friends, emphasizing that family can be chosen and is not limited to blood
relations.

What role does violence play in 'The Outsiders'?

Violence in 'The Outsiders' serves as a backdrop for the ongoing conflict between the
Greasers and the Socs, illustrating the consequences of social division and the characters'
attempts to protect their identities.

How does Ponyboy's perspective change throughout
'The Outsiders'?

Ponyboy's perspective evolves from seeing the world in black-and-white terms of 'us vs.
them' to understanding the complexities and shared humanity of both Greasers and Socs.

What message does 'The Outsiders' convey about social
class and prejudice?

‘The Outsiders' conveys that social class and prejudice create unnecessary barriers and
misunderstandings, and it encourages empathy and seeing beyond stereotypes to
appreciate individual worth.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding "The Outsiders": A Comprehensive Study Guide

This guide delves into the themes, characters, and plot of S.E. Hinton's classic novel, "The
Outsiders." It provides detailed answers to common questions, helping readers grasp the
social dynamics and conflicts in the story. Perfect for students and book clubs seeking
deeper insights into the novel.

2. 20 Questions on "The Outsiders" Answered

This book compiles twenty essential questions about "The Outsiders" and offers clear,
thoughtful answers. It covers character motivations, symbolism, and the significance of
key events. The concise explanations make it an excellent resource for quick study or
review.

3. Exploring Themes in "The Outsiders": Questions and Answers

Focused on the major themes such as class conflict, friendship, and identity, this book
provides twenty questions and answers that encourage critical thinking. Readers will find
discussions that deepen their understanding of the novel’s social commentary. Ideal for
educators and students alike.

4. Character Analysis in "The Outsiders": 20 Essential Questions
This book focuses on the development and complexity of the novel’s main characters. Each
question prompts reflection on character traits, relationships, and growth throughout the



story. It’s a valuable tool for readers wanting to explore character-driven narratives.

5. Discussion Guide: 20 Questions About "The Outsiders"

Designed for book clubs and classrooms, this guide presents twenty thought-provoking
questions with explanatory answers. It encourages discussion and debate about the
novel’s events and messages. The guide supports a collaborative learning experience.

6. Symbolism and Motifs in "The Outsiders": A Question-and-Answer Approach

This book highlights the use of symbolism and recurring motifs in the novel through
twenty targeted questions. It explains how these literary devices enhance the story’s
meaning and emotional impact. Readers gain a richer appreciation of Hinton’s writing
style.

7. Plot and Conflict in "The Outsiders": 20 Questions Explored

Focusing on the novel’s narrative structure, this book answers twenty questions related to
the plot and central conflicts. It breaks down key events and their consequences, helping
readers follow the story’s progression clearly. Useful for those analyzing story elements.

8. Life Lessons from "The Outsiders": 20 Questions and Answers

This book connects the novel’s themes to real-life lessons and moral questions. Through
twenty insightful questions, readers explore ideas about loyalty, courage, and social
justice. It’s a meaningful read for young adults seeking personal growth.

9. Historical and Social Context of "The Outsiders": 20 Questions

Providing background on the time period and social issues depicted in the novel, this book
answers twenty questions that place the story in context. It helps readers understand the
external factors influencing the characters and plot. An essential companion for a
comprehensive study.
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20 questions about the outsiders: Dialogue in the Book of Signs Johnson Thomaskutty,
2015-07-14 Dialogue in the Book of Signs offers a polyvalent analysis of John 1:19-12:50 at the
micro-, meso-, and macro-levels. With the help of several synchronic methods, including genre,
narrative, rhetorical, and dramatic studies, the author analyzes the content, form, and function of
John’s dialogue. Thus, the divine-human dialogue, which is interwoven within the text, provides a
key to the understanding of the dialogue between the narrator and the reader. In this volume, after
setting a background and a theoretical framework, an extensive exploration of dialogue at the
exchange, episode, and narrative levels is offered. The connection of dialogue with other literary
aspects such as monologues, signs, I AM sayings, and metaphors is also established. Thus, this study
provides a comprehensive understanding of dialogue in John 1-12.

20 questions about the outsiders: Proceedings of the ... [1st-20th Annual Session,
1867-1886] Minnesota State Homceopathic Institute, 1882

20 questions about the outsiders: Challenges to Law at the End of the 20th Century:
Rights International Association for Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy. World Congress, 1997

20 questions about the outsiders: A History of Chinese Art in the 20th and 21st Century Li
Peng, 2025-02-03 This book situates the development of 20th and 21st century Chinese art in such
fundamental contexts as Chinese politics and social change and is ideally suited for readers to
understand the particularities of Chinese art that are distinct from Western art history. Such an
approach is appropriate to the understanding of the development of modern Chinese art, which
differs from both the Western approach to art history and the approach to traditional Chinese art,
which is limited to the combing of ink and brush heritage and ideological traditions. Based on the
scale and influence of historical works, considering the specificity of the term involving 'fine art' in
China, and the scope of influence of the phenomenon of fine art in the cultural field, this book's
study of the phenomena of painting, sculpture, photography, video and mixed-media art follows two
linear time lines of historical relevance: 1949-1978 and 1978 to the present. Special attention is paid
to the development of modern and contemporary art after 1978. The main readers of this book are:
undergraduate students in art schools, graduate and doctoral students in art history; students in
other humanities disciplines; experts and professors in the study of 20th century Chinese art and
cultural history should be important readers of this book.

20 questions about the outsiders: The Age of Dualization Patrick Emmenegger, Silja
Hausermann, Bruno Palier, Martin Seeleib-Kaiser, 2012-08-01 Poverty, increased inequality, and
social exclusion are back on the political agenda, not only as a consequence of the Great Recession
of 2008, but also because of a seemingly structural trend towards increased inequality in advanced
industrial societies that has persisted since the 1970s. Policies in labor markets, social policy, and
political representation are strongly linked in the creation, widening, and deepening of
insider-outsider divides--a process known as dualization. While it is certainly not the only driver of
increasing inequality, its development across multiple domains makes dualization one of the most
important current trends affecting developed societies. The comparative perspective of this book
provides insights into why Nordic countries witness lower levels of insider-outsider divides, whereas
in continental, liberal and southern welfare states, they are more likely to constitute a core
characteristic of the political economy. Most importantly, the comparisons presented in this book
point to the crucial importance of politics and political choice in driving and shaping the social
outcomes of deindustrialization. While increased structural labor market divides can be found across
all countries, governments have a strong responsibility in shaping the distributive consequences of
these labor market changes. Insider-outsider divides are ultimately the result of political choice. A
landmark publication, this volume is geared for faculty and graduate students of economics, political
science, social policy, and sociology, as well as policymakers concerned with increasing inequality in
a period of deep economic and social crisis.



20 questions about the outsiders: Investigation of Whitewater Development Corporation and
Related Matters: The inquiry into whether improper conduct occurred with respect to the operation,
investments, and activities of Whitewater Development Corporation, Madison Guaranty Savings &

Loan, Capital Management Services, and related matters United States. Congress. Senate. Special
Committee to Investigate Whitewater Development Corporation and Related Matters, 1997

20 questions about the outsiders: The Body for the Lord Alistair May, 2004-09-24 Alistair
May explores the part played by sexual ethics and the rhetoric of sexual morality in the formation of
Christian identity by focusing on the longest discussion of sex in the New Testament - 1Corinthians
5-7. Viewing this passage as a unified discourse, he considers how Paul's ethics serve to give his
converts a distinct identity. Although tools from the social sciences are used, the major focus of the
work is in careful exegesis of the text. As the study progresses through the text of 1Corinthians 5-7,
May argues that Paul strives to maintain an absolute distinction between insider and outsider in
regard to morality. Immorality belongs exclusively to the outside and to the pre-conversion identity
of the Corinthians. Hence those labelled immoral can no longer remain in the community. 1
Corinthians 6.12-20 reveals that, for Paul, sexual sin is unique in its destruction of Christian identity
and that any sexual participation is a potential conflict with participation in Christ. Thus, chapter 6
is directly connected with the discussion of the legitimacy of marriage in 1Corinthians 7. Rejecting
the scholarly consensus that Paul is reacting to ascetics, May controversially argues that chapter 7
should be read as Paul's commendation of singleness to a reluctant Corinthian audience. This is
volume 278 in the Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement series.

20 questions about the outsiders: A Rhetoric of Divisive Partisanship Colleen Elizabeth
Kelley, 2018-02-19 A Rhetoric of Divisive Partisanship: The 2016 American Presidential Campaign
Discourse of Bernie Sanders and Donald Trump examines the campaign speeches of Bernie Sanders
and Donald Trump as they targeted members of the American public that were ideologically
different but equally emotionally vulnerable. Each appealed to marginalized segments of the
electorate, groups at opposite ends of the political spectrum, joined through a shared distrust and
fear of politics instead of political or even party affiliation. Both Sanders and Trump polarized and
reinforced their respective bases as “outsiders.” Both relied on anti-establishment arguments and
discussions grounded in personal attacks against “enemies” during which they joined their target
audiences as marginalized outsiders united through a desire to overthrow the status quo and
re-claim America. The book expands on previous ideas about dialogue and political talk and asserts
that rather than serving as a model of civic and civil discourse, the rhetoric of Sanders and Trump
was reactionary and divisive, begun with different intentions and producing different results.

20 questions about the outsiders: Authenticating the Words of Jesus Craig A. Evans,
Bruce Chilton, 2024-01-08 This volume reviews the criteria, assumptions, and methods involved in
critical Jesus research. Its purpose is to clarify the procedures necessary to distinguish tradition that
stems from Jesus from tradition and interpretation that stem from later tradents and evangelists.
This publication has also been published in paperback, please click here for details.

20 questions about the outsiders: The Africana Bible, Second Edition Hugh R. Page, Jr.,
Cheryl A. Kirk-Duggan, Valerie Bridgeman, Stacy Davis, Madipoane Masenya, Rodney S. Sadler, Jr.,
2023-11-07 The second edition features an updated commentary on each book of the Hebrew Bible
that is authoritative for African and African-diaspora communities worldwide. It highlights issues of
the Black community (such as globalization and the colonial legacy) and the distinctive norms of
interpretation in African and African-diaspora settings.

20 questions about the outsiders: Arnost Frischer and the Jewish Politics of Early
20th-Century Europe Jan Lanicek, 2016-11-17 In this analysis of the life of Arnost Frischer, an
influential Jewish nationalist activist, Jan Lanicek reflects upon how the Jewish community in
Czechoslovakia dealt with the challenges that arose from their volatile relationship with the state
authorities in the first half of the 20th century. The Jews in the Bohemian Lands experienced several
political regimes in the period from 1918 to the late 1940s: the Habsburg Empire, the first
democratic Czechoslovak republic, the post-Munich authoritarian Czecho-Slovak republic, the Nazi




regime, renewed Czechoslovak democracy and the Communist regime. Frischer's involvement in
local and central politics affords us invaluable insights into the relations and negotiations between
the Jewish activists and these diverse political authorities in the Bohemian Lands. Vital coverage is
also given to the relatively under-researched subject of the Jewish responses to the Nazi persecution
and the attempts of the exiled Jewish leadership to alleviate the plight of the Jews in occupied
Europe. The case study of Frischer and Czechoslovakia provides an important paradigm for
understanding modern Jewish politics in Europe in the first half of the 20th century, making this a
book of great significance to all students and scholars interested in Jewish history and Modern
European history.

20 questions about the outsiders: Educart 20 CUET UG Entrance Exam Books 2025
Humanities Stream Combined Past Years & Mock Papers - History, Political Science,
Geography & Economics Educart, 2025-02-22 What You Get: NTA CUET official 2025 papers
(solved)Past year papers to understand the exam pattern20 Mock Test Papers for English Educart 20
CUET UG Entrance Exam Books 2025 Humanities Stream Combined Past Years & Mock Papers -
History, Political Science, Geography & Economics Based on NTA CUET UG Syllabus and New Exam
Pattern.Topic-wise Detailed Theory Class 12 and Supplementary topicsMCQ Questions for Every
topicIncludes 20 CUET Practice Papers (5 for every subject)Includes OMR Sheets for Offline Exam
Practice Why choose this book? Authored by renowned YouTuber Ms Poorva Chowdhary.The books
consist of Industry-best detailed answers

20 questions about the outsiders: The Social Life of Gender Raka Ray, Jennifer Carlson,
Abigail Andrews, 2017-12-07 The Social Life of Gender provides a comprehensive approach to
gender as an organizing principle of institutions, history, and unequal interpersonal relations. This
new title will develop students’ capacity to use gender analysis to question social life more broadly,
by presenting a critical sociology based on the unique insights gleaned from the study of gender.
Through bold, concise, and intellectually generative writing, the authors explore culture, geopolitics,
and the economy, providing students with a succinct, accessible, and critical grasp of core debates
in the sociology of gender.

20 questions about the outsiders: Problematizing Identity Angel M. Y. Lin, 2007-11-29 This
book argues that identity as a term needs to be problematized, not taken for granted for both the
risks and the potential that the concept offers to educators for understanding issues of social
inequality and how social inequality is being reproduced, and for exploring possible alternative ways
educators can work with identity de/formation p

20 questions about the outsiders: House Document , 1998

20 questions about the outsiders: Guided Cognition for Learning William B. Whitten II,
Mitchell Rabinowitz, Sandra E. Whitten, 2019-05-21 Guided Cognition for Learning: Unsupervised
Learning and the Design of Effective Homework details a new instructional design approach called
Guided Cognition where homework tasks are designed to guide learners to engage in specific,
observable cognitive events that are hypothesized to elicit underlying theoretical cognitive processes
that result in learning. Outlining the results of twenty-six experiments completed over the course of
eight years, the book tells a significant story about the generality of Guided Cognition instructional
design to improve comprehension and recall by students of varying ages and ability levels. - Explains
why unsupervised learning is a major part of education - Reviews the history of homework in
American education - Shows that quality of homework is more important than quantity - Illustrates
how Guided Cognition-designed homework improves learning for literature and mathematics -
Compares Guided Cognition to other types of instructional design - Analyzes how the surface
structure of Guided Cognition tasks relate to underlying psychological processes - Discusses the
effects of the internet on learning - Presents applications that facilitate lifelong learning - Includes
an appendix of frames and guidelines for authoring Guided Cognition questions and tasks

20 questions about the outsiders: Self-taught Artists of the 20th Century Elsa Weiner
Longhauser, 1998 Today the work of so-called outsider artists is receiving unprecedented attention.
This major critical appraisal of America's 20th-century self-taught artists coincides with a major



1998 traveling exhibition organized by the Museum of American Folk Art in New York. While some
of these artists have received critical recognition, others remain virtually unknown, following their
muse regardless. 150 color images.

20 questions about the outsiders: Religion Robert Cummings Neville, 2015-01-08 Complete
3 volume set available for special price: Philosophical Theology Set (Volumes 1, 2 and 3) The
concluding volume in a trilogy advancing a systematic philosophical theology, this book presents a
plausible sacred worldview for religious participation. Religion is the third and final volume in
Robert Cummings Neville[Js systematic development of a new philosophical theology. Unfolding
through his earlier volumes, Ultimates and Existence, and now in Religion, philosophical theology
considers first-order questions generally treated by religious traditions through philosophical
methods while reflecting Neville[Js long engagement with philosophy, theology, and Eastern and
Western religious traditions. In this capstone to the trilogy, Neville provides a theory of religion and
presents a sacred worldview to guide religious participation. His philosophical theory of value
enlightens religions[] approaches to ethics, spirituality, and religious institutional living and
collaboration. With a detailed examination of plausibility conditions for sacred worldviews, the book
concludes with an exploration of [Jreligionless religion[] for which institutions of religion are of
penultimate value. Through the development of philosophical theology, Neville has built a unique,
multidisciplinary, comparative, nonconfessional theological system, one that addresses concerns and
provides tools for scientific and humanistic scholars of religion, postmodern thinkers, intellectuals
from both secular and religious backgrounds, and those interested in the global state of religion
today.

20 questions about the outsiders: Revenue Sharing and Its Alternatives: what Future for
Fiscal Federalism? United States. Congress. Joint Economic Committee. Subcommittee on Fiscal
Policy, 1967
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or + in the query part of a URL?" because while the example

A html space is showing as %2520 instead of %20 - Stack Overflow A bit of explaining as to
what that %2520 is : The common space character is encoded as %20 as you noted yourself. The %
character is encoded as %25. The way you get

When should space be encoded to plus (+) or %20? [duplicate] Sometimes the spaces get URL
encoded to the + sign, and some other times to %20. What is the difference and why should this
happen?

The origin on why '%20' is used as a space in URLs [ am interested in knowing why '%20' is
used as a space in URLs, particularly why %20 was used and why we even need it in the first place
http - Spaces in URLs? - Stack Overflow Since it's not mentioned anywhere in the grammar, the
only way to encode a space is with percent-encoding (%20). In fact, the RFC even states that spaces
are delimiters and should

html - Is a URL allowed to contain a space? - Stack Overflow 7 Yes, the space is usually
encoded to "%20" though. Any parameters that pass to a URL should be encoded, simply for safety
reasons

C# .Net How to Encode URL space with %20 instead of How to encode query string space
with %20 instead of + ? Because System.Web HttpUltility.UrlEncode() gives the space with +



How do I replace all the spaces with %20 in C#? - Stack Overflow [ want to make a string
into a URL using C#. There must be something in the .NET framework that should help, right?
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return code: 20 (unable to get local issuer certificate) Asked 13 years, 2 months ago Modified 10
months ago Viewed 384k times
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