
2.05 quiz history of evolutionary
thought
2.05 quiz history of evolutionary thought explores the development and
progression of ideas that shaped our understanding of biological evolution.
This article delves into the origins of evolutionary theory, tracing key
historical figures, scientific discoveries, and philosophical shifts that
contributed to the modern synthesis of evolutionary biology. From early
naturalists to groundbreaking theories by Darwin and Wallace, the history of
evolutionary thought reveals how scientific inquiry evolved alongside
societal changes. Additionally, the article highlights important milestones
such as Lamarckism, Darwinian natural selection, and the integration of
genetics into evolutionary theory. Understanding the history behind
evolutionary thought is essential for grasping how contemporary biology
interprets the diversity of life. This comprehensive overview serves as an
invaluable resource for anyone preparing for the 2.05 quiz history of
evolutionary thought or seeking a deeper understanding of evolutionary
science.

Early Ideas and Pre-Darwinian Theories

Charles Darwin and the Theory of Natural Selection

Post-Darwinian Developments and Mendelian Genetics

The Modern Synthesis of Evolutionary Biology

Contemporary Perspectives on Evolutionary Thought

Early Ideas and Pre-Darwinian Theories
The history of evolutionary thought begins long before Charles Darwin
formalized his theory of natural selection. Early philosophers and
naturalists proposed various ideas about the origins and changes of living
organisms. Ancient Greek philosophers such as Anaximander suggested that life
arose from water and that species could transform over time. Later, Aristotle
proposed a fixed “Great Chain of Being,” emphasizing a hierarchy in nature
with immutable species. However, Aristotle's view dominated Western thought
for centuries, reinforcing the idea that species were static and unchanging.

During the Enlightenment and the Renaissance, new scientific approaches
challenged these traditional views. Naturalists like Georges-Louis Leclerc,
Comte de Buffon, proposed that species might change over time due to
environmental influences. Most notably, Jean-Baptiste Lamarck introduced one
of the earliest formal evolutionary theories, often called Lamarckism, which



suggested that organisms could pass on traits acquired during their lifetime
to their offspring.

Key Concepts of Lamarckism
Lamarck's theory, although later disproven, was critical in advancing
evolutionary thought by proposing a mechanism for change. His main ideas
included:

Use and Disuse: Organs and traits develop or diminish based on their use
by an organism.

Inheritance of Acquired Characteristics: Traits gained during an
organism's life could be inherited by the next generation.

Progressive Complexity: Life forms evolve toward greater complexity and
perfection over time.

While Lamarckism was eventually supplanted by Darwinian theory, it
represented an important step in moving away from static species concepts.

Charles Darwin and the Theory of Natural
Selection
Charles Darwin’s contribution to the history of evolutionary thought is
monumental. In 1859, he published "On the Origin of Species," which
introduced natural selection as the primary mechanism of evolution. Unlike
previous theories, Darwin’s work provided a scientifically supported
explanation for how species change and adapt over time through differential
survival and reproduction.

Darwin’s concept of natural selection explained that individuals with traits
better suited to their environment are more likely to survive and produce
offspring. Over many generations, this process results in the adaptation of
species to their habitats and can lead to the emergence of new species.
Darwin's theory challenged established religious and scientific beliefs,
revolutionizing biology and laying the foundation for modern evolutionary
science.

Alfred Russel Wallace and Co-discovery
Alfred Russel Wallace independently conceived the idea of natural selection
around the same time as Darwin. His work in biogeography and field
observations in the Malay Archipelago complemented Darwin’s findings. Both
scientists presented their ideas jointly to the Linnean Society of London in
1858, establishing natural selection as a credible scientific theory.



Wallace’s contributions emphasized geographic distribution and speciation,
enriching the overall understanding of evolutionary processes.

Post-Darwinian Developments and Mendelian
Genetics
Following Darwin’s publication, the history of evolutionary thought
experienced both support and criticism. One significant challenge was the
lack of a clear mechanism for inheritance. Darwin himself proposed
"pangenesis," but this concept lacked empirical support. The rediscovery of
Gregor Mendel’s work on genetics around 1900 provided the missing piece by
explaining how traits are inherited discretely through genes.

Mendelian genetics demonstrated that inheritance operates through genes that
maintain their identity across generations, contradicting the blending
inheritance model previously assumed. This discovery led to a better
understanding of variation within populations and how genetic mutations
contribute to evolution over time.

Integration of Genetics and Evolution
The early 20th century saw intense debate between Mendelians and
biometricians over the role of genetics in evolution. Eventually, the
synthesis of Mendelian genetics with Darwinian natural selection became
accepted, marking a major advance in evolutionary biology. This integration
helped explain how continuous variation in traits could arise from discrete
genetic factors and how populations evolve through changes in allele
frequencies.

The Modern Synthesis of Evolutionary Biology
The modern synthesis, developed between the 1930s and 1950s, represents a
crucial phase in the history of evolutionary thought. It unified Darwinian
natural selection with Mendelian genetics, population biology, paleontology,
and systematics. Scientists like Ronald Fisher, J.B.S. Haldane, and Sewall
Wright contributed mathematical models to describe genetic variation and
evolutionary dynamics.

The modern synthesis established several fundamental principles:

Evolution occurs through changes in allele frequencies within1.
populations.

Natural selection acts on genetic variation to shape adaptation.2.

Speciation results from the accumulation of genetic differences and3.
reproductive isolation.



Fossil records provide evidence of gradual evolutionary change over4.
geological time.

This comprehensive framework remains the cornerstone of evolutionary biology
and informs contemporary research in genetics, ecology, and evolutionary
developmental biology.

Contemporary Perspectives on Evolutionary
Thought
In recent decades, the history of evolutionary thought has expanded to
include new discoveries and theoretical advancements. Molecular biology,
genomics, and evolutionary developmental biology (evo-devo) have deepened
understanding of the genetic and developmental mechanisms underlying
evolution. Additionally, concepts such as genetic drift, gene flow, and
horizontal gene transfer have added complexity to evolutionary models.

Modern evolutionary theory also incorporates insights from ecology and
behavior, recognizing the multifaceted interactions influencing natural
selection. Furthermore, debates continue regarding the role of epigenetics
and evolutionary rates, demonstrating that the history of evolutionary
thought is an ongoing scientific journey.

Emerging Fields and Future Directions
Current research in evolutionary biology explores areas such as:

Epigenetic inheritance: How non-genetic factors influence evolution.

Evolutionary genomics: The study of genome evolution and its impact on
adaptation.

Human evolutionary biology: Understanding human origins and genetic
diversity.

Computational evolutionary biology: Using models and simulations to
study complex evolutionary processes.

These emerging fields continue to build upon the rich history of evolutionary
thought, ensuring the theory remains dynamic and responsive to new scientific
challenges.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 2.05 quiz in the
history of evolutionary thought?
The 2.05 quiz is designed to assess understanding of key developments and
figures in the history of evolutionary thought, helping students grasp how
evolutionary theory has evolved over time.

Who are some major figures covered in the 2.05 quiz
on the history of evolutionary thought?
Major figures typically include Charles Darwin, Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, Alfred
Russel Wallace, and Gregor Mendel, among others who contributed to
evolutionary theory.

What concepts are commonly tested in the 2.05 quiz
on evolutionary thought?
Concepts such as natural selection, inheritance of acquired characteristics,
genetic variation, and the historical progression of evolutionary ideas are
commonly tested.

How did Darwin’s theory differ from Lamarck’s in the
history of evolutionary thought?
Darwin’s theory of natural selection proposed that organisms better adapted
to their environment are more likely to survive and reproduce, whereas
Lamarck suggested that traits acquired during an organism’s lifetime could be
passed on to offspring.

Why is understanding the history of evolutionary
thought important for biology students?
Understanding the history provides context for modern evolutionary biology,
highlights the scientific method in action, and shows how scientific ideas
develop and change over time.

Additional Resources
1. On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection by Charles Darwin
This seminal work, published in 1859, laid the foundation for the modern
understanding of evolution. Darwin introduces the theory of natural
selection, explaining how species evolve over time through the differential
survival and reproduction of individuals. The book revolutionized biology and



challenged traditional views on the origin of life.

2. The Structure of Evolutionary Theory by Stephen Jay Gould
Gould offers a comprehensive analysis of evolutionary theory, expanding on
Darwin’s ideas and integrating new scientific findings. The book explores the
complexity of evolutionary mechanisms, including punctuated equilibrium and
developmental biology. It provides a deep historical and philosophical
context for the development of evolutionary thought.

3. The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins
In this influential book, Dawkins argues against the notion of a designer by
illustrating how natural selection acts as a blind, yet powerful, force
shaping life. He uses accessible language and vivid metaphors to explain
complex evolutionary concepts. The book is a key text in understanding the
power and elegance of evolutionary processes.

4. Evolution: The History of an Idea by Peter J. Bowler
Bowler traces the development of evolutionary thought from ancient times to
the modern era. The book highlights key figures and debates that have shaped
the field, including pre-Darwinian ideas and the synthesis of genetics with
evolution. It is an essential read for understanding how the concept of
evolution has evolved itself.

5. The Evolutionary Synthesis: Perspectives on the Unification of Biology
edited by Ernst Mayr and William B. Provine
This collection of essays explores the critical period in the early 20th
century when genetics and Darwinian evolution were united into a coherent
framework. Contributors discuss the scientific, historical, and philosophical
aspects of the evolutionary synthesis. The book offers insight into how
evolutionary theory became the central organizing principle of biology.

6. Darwin’s Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meanings of Life by Daniel C.
Dennett
Dennett examines the profound implications of Darwinian theory beyond
biology, including its impact on philosophy, religion, and culture. He
presents evolution as a "universal acid" that challenges traditional beliefs
and reshapes our understanding of life. The book is both a defense and an
exploration of the broad significance of evolutionary thought.

7. The Origin of Life and Evolutionary Biochemistry by A. I. Oparin
Oparin’s work discusses the chemical origins of life and the early stages of
evolutionary processes. He proposes theories about how life might have arisen
from non-living matter through natural chemical reactions. This book is
foundational in linking evolutionary thought with biochemistry and the study
of life’s beginnings.

8. Evolution and the Diversity of Life: Selected Essays by Ernst Mayr
Mayr, a key architect of the modern synthesis, presents essays that cover
various aspects of evolutionary biology. The book delves into topics like
speciation, adaptation, and the role of geographic isolation in evolution. It
offers valuable perspectives on how evolutionary theory has shaped the study



of biological diversity.

9. Before Darwin: Reconciling God and Nature by Michael Ruse
Ruse explores the intellectual and cultural context of evolutionary thought
before Darwin’s publication. The book examines how religious and scientific
ideas about life’s origins coexisted and conflicted in the 18th and early
19th centuries. It provides a nuanced understanding of the historical
groundwork for Darwinian evolution.
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Kenneth Keathley, Mark F. Rooker, 2014-10-10 Biblically and scientifically informed answers to
pressing questions about the creation-evolution debate. This accessible volume evenly addresses the
issues of modern science and the scriptural texts. The conservative evangelical authors are
well-informed on contemporary scientific views of the universe and also carefully exegete the
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in response to diverse ecological pressures. Editors Michal Segoli and Eric Wajnberg bring together
leading experts to explore the intersection of evolutionary biology, ecology, and applied research,
focusing on the evolving complexity of life history traits and their implications. In-depth yet
accessible chapters cover a broad spectrum of life history traits, from classical traits of lifespan and
reproduction to more complex interactions like social behaviour, predator-prey dynamics, and
human-induced evolutionary processes. The contributing authors explain essential concepts, identify
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critical knowledge gaps, discuss future research directions, and demonstrate the relevance of life
history evolution in addressing climate change, species invasion, pollution, and more. Providing a
well-balanced understanding of life history traits and their implications, Life History Evolution:
Incorporates recent advances in evolutionary theory, including eco-evolutionary feedback loops and
anthropogenic impacts Offers diverse perspectives and original research from leading experts in
fields such as evolutionary biology, ecology, entomology, zoology, agriculture, and veterinary
medicine Discusses life history evolution in the context of co-evolved interactions such as
predator-prey, parasite-host, plant-herbivore, and endosymbiont-host relationships Provides an
overview of the foundational theory, recent developments, and current thinking in the field Features
numerous case studies that highlight real-world applications in biological control, wildlife
management, climate change adaptation, and others Revealing how life history traits shape the
evolutionary strategies of organisms, Life History Evolution: Traits, Interactions, and Applications is
an essential resource for undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, industry professionals,
and policymakers in ecological science. It is an ideal textbook for courses in evolutionary ecology,
evolutionary biology, conservation biology, environmental science, and environmental management.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: The Princeton Guide to Evolution David A. Baum,
Douglas J. Futuyma, Hopi E. Hoekstra, Richard E. Lenski, Allen J. Moore, Catherine L. Peichel, Dolph
Schluter, Michael C. Whitlock, 2017-03-21 The essential one-volume reference to evolution The
Princeton Guide to Evolution is a comprehensive, concise, and authoritative reference to the major
subjects and key concepts in evolutionary biology, from genes to mass extinctions. Edited by a
distinguished team of evolutionary biologists, with contributions from leading researchers, the guide
contains some 100 clear, accurate, and up-to-date articles on the most important topics in seven
major areas: phylogenetics and the history of life; selection and adaptation; evolutionary processes;
genes, genomes, and phenotypes; speciation and macroevolution; evolution of behavior, society, and
humans; and evolution and modern society. Complete with more than 100 illustrations (including
eight pages in color), glossaries of key terms, suggestions for further reading on each topic, and an
index, this is an essential volume for undergraduate and graduate students, scientists in related
fields, and anyone else with a serious interest in evolution. Explains key topics in some 100 concise
and authoritative articles written by a team of leading evolutionary biologists Contains more than
100 illustrations, including eight pages in color Each article includes an outline, glossary,
bibliography, and cross-references Covers phylogenetics and the history of life; selection and
adaptation; evolutionary processes; genes, genomes, and phenotypes; speciation and
macroevolution; evolution of behavior, society, and humans; and evolution and modern society
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v.8. Reaction-Diffusion Equation-Stirling Interpolation Fo rmula. v.9. Stochastic
Approximation-Zygmund Class of Functions. v.10. Subject Index-Author Index.
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Offshore Oil & Gas Rigs Petrogav International Oil & Gas Training Center, 2020-06-29 The job
interview is probably the most important step you will take in your job search journey. Because it's
always important to be prepared to respond effectively to the questions that employers typically ask
at a job interview Petrogav International has prepared this eBooks that will help you to get a job in
oil and gas industry. Since these questions are so common, hiring managers will expect you to be
able to answer them smoothly and without hesitation. This eBook contains 273 questions and
answers for job interview and as a BONUS web addresses to 218 video movies for a better
understanding of the technological process. This course covers aspects like HSE, Process,
Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation & Control that will enable you to apply for any position
in the Oil and Gas Industry.
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2020-06-29 The job interview is probably the most important step you will take in your job search
journey. Because it's always important to be prepared to respond effectively to the questions that
employers typically ask at a job interview Petrogav International has prepared this eBooks that will
help you to get a job in oil and gas industry. Since these questions are so common, hiring managers
will expect you to be able to answer them smoothly and without hesitation. This eBook contains 273
questions and answers for job interview and as a BONUS web addresses to 218 video movies for a
better understanding of the technological process. This course covers aspects like HSE, Process,
Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation & Control that will enable you to apply for any position
in the Oil and Gas Industry.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Perspectives on Scientific Argumentation
Myint Swe Khine, 2011-09-30 Argumentation—arriving at conclusions on a topic through a process
of logical reasoning that includes debate and persuasion— has in recent years emerged as a central
topic of discussion among science educators and researchers. There is now a firm and general belief
that fostering argumentation in learning activities can develop students’ critical thinking and
reasoning skills, and that dialogic and collaborative inquiries are key precursors to an engagement
in scientific argumentation. It is also reckoned that argumentation helps students assimilate
knowledge and generate complex meaning. The consensus among educators is that involving
students in scientific argumentation must play a critical role in the education process itself. Recent
analysis of research trends in science education indicates that argumentation is now the most
prevalent research topic in the literature. This book attempts to consolidate contemporary thinking
and research on the role of scientific argumentation in education. Perspectives on Scientific
Argumentation brings together prominent scholars in the field to share the sum of their knowledge
about the place of scientific argumentation in teaching and learning. Chapters explore scientific
argumentation as a means of addressing and solving problems in conceptual change, reasoning,
knowledge-building and the promotion of scientific literacy. Others interrogate topics such as the
importance of language, discursive practice, social interactions and culture in the classroom. The
material in this book, which features intervention studies, discourse analyses, classroom-based
experiments, anthropological observations, and design-based research, will inform theoretical
frameworks and changing pedagogical practices as well as encourage new avenues of research.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Scientific and Technical Aerospace Reports , 1976
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Self-Control and Crime Over the Life Course
Carter Hay, Ryan Meldrum, 2015-02-18 What exactly is self-control, and what life outcomes does it
affect? What causes a person to have high or low self-control to begin with? What effect does
self-control have on crime and other harmful behavior? Using a clear, conversational writing style,
Self-Control and Crime Over the Life Course answers critical questions about self-control and its
importance for understanding criminal behavior. Authors Carter Hay and Ryan Meldrum use
intuitive examples to draw attention to the close connection between self-control and the behavioral
choices people make, especially in reference to criminal, deviant, and harmful behaviors that often
carry short-term benefits but long-term costs. The text builds an overall theoretical perspective that
conveys the multi-disciplinary nature of modern-day self-control research. Moreover, far from
emphasizing only theoretical issues, the authors place public policy at the forefront, using
self-control research to inform policy efforts that reduce the societal costs of low self-control and the
behaviors it enables.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: 200 technical questions and answers for job
interview Offshore Drilling Platforms Petrogav International Oil & Gas Training Center, 2020-06-29
The job interview is probably the most important step you will take in your job search journey.
Because it's always important to be prepared to respond effectively to the questions that employers
typically ask at a job interview Petrogav International has prepared this eBooks that will help you to
get a job in oil and gas industry. Since these questions are so common, hiring managers will expect
you to be able to answer them smoothly and without hesitation. This eBook contains 200 questions
and answers for job interview and as a BONUS web addresses to 309 video movies for a better



understanding of the technological process. This course covers aspects like HSE, Process,
Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation & Control that will enable you to apply for any position
in the Oil and Gas Industry.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: 150 technical questions and answers for job
interview Offshore Drilling Platforms Petrogav International Oil & Gas Training Center, 2020-06-29
The job interview is probably the most important step you will take in your job search journey.
Because it's always important to be prepared to respond effectively to the questions that employers
typically ask at a job interview Petrogav International has prepared this eBooks that will help you to
get a job in oil and gas industry. Since these questions are so common, hiring managers will expect
you to be able to answer them smoothly and without hesitation. This eBook contains 150 questions
and answers for job interview and as a BONUS web addresses to 309 video movies for a better
understanding of the technological process. This course covers aspects like HSE, Process,
Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation & Control that will enable you to apply for any position
in the Oil and Gas Industry.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Confronting Christianity Rebecca McLaughlin,
2019-04-17 Although many people suggest that Christianity is declining, research indicates that it
continues to be the world's most popular worldview. But even so, the Christian faith includes many
controversial beliefs that non-Christians find hard to accept. This book explores 12 issues that might
cause someone to dismiss orthodox Christianity—issues such as the existence of suffering, the
Bible's teaching on gender and sexuality, the reality of heaven and hell, the authority of the Bible,
and more. Showing how the best research from sociology, science, and psychology doesn't disagree
with but actually aligns with claims found in the Bible, these chapters help skeptics understand why
these issues are signposts, rather than roadblocks, to faith in Christ.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Maize for the Gods Michael Blake, 2015-08-28
Maize is the world’s most productive food and industrial crop, grown in more than 160 countries and
on every continent except Antarctica. If by some catastrophe maize were to disappear from our food
supply chain, vast numbers of people would starve and global economies would rapidly collapse.
How did we come to be so dependent on this one plant? Maize for the Gods brings together new
research by archaeologists, archaeobotanists, plant geneticists, and a host of other specialists to
explore the complex ways that this single plant and the peoples who domesticated it came to be
inextricably entangled with one another over the past nine millennia. Tracing maize from its first
appearance and domestication in ancient campsites and settlements in Mexico to its intercontinental
journey through most of North and South America, this history also tells the story of the artistic
creativity, technological prowess, and social, political, and economic resilience of America’s first
peoples.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Handbook of Child Psychology and
Developmental Science, Theory and Method , 2015-03-31 The essential reference for human
development theory, updated and reconceptualized The Handbook of Child Psychology and
Developmental Science, a four-volume reference, is the field-defining work to which all others are
compared. First published in 1946, and now in its Seventh Edition, the Handbook has long been
considered the definitive guide to the field of developmental science. Volume 1, Theory and Method,
presents a rich mix of classic and contemporary theoretical perspectives, but the dominant views
throughout are marked by an emphasis on the dynamic interplay of all facets of the developmental
system across the life span, incorporating the range of biological, cognitive, emotional, social,
cultural, and ecological levels of analysis. Examples of the theoretical approaches discussed in the
volume include those pertinent to human evolution, self regulation, the development of dynamic
skills, and positive youth development. The research, methodological, and applied implications of the
theoretical models discussed in the volume are presented. Understand the contributions of biology,
person, and context to development within the embodied ecological system Discover the relations
among individual, the social world, culture, and history that constitute human development Examine
the methods of dynamic, developmental research Learn person-oriented methodological approaches



to assessing developmental change The scholarship within this volume and, as well, across the four
volumes of this edition, illustrate that developmental science is in the midst of a very exciting period.
There is a paradigm shift that involves increasingly greater understanding of how to describe,
explain, and optimize the course of human life for diverse individuals living within diverse contexts.
This Handbook is the definitive reference for educators, policy-makers, researchers, students, and
practitioners in human development, psychology, sociology, anthropology, and neuroscience.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Questions and answers for job interview Offshore
Drilling Platforms Petrogav International Oil & Gas Training Center, 2020-06-28 The job interview is
probably the most important step you will take in your job search journey. Because it's always
important to be prepared to respond effectively to the questions that employers typically ask at a job
interview Petrogav International has prepared this eBooks that will help you to get a job in oil and
gas industry. Since these questions are so common, hiring managers will expect you to be able to
answer them smoothly and without hesitation. This eBook contains 271 questions and answers for
job interview and as a BONUS 290 links to video movies. This course covers aspects like HSE,
Process, Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation & Control that will enable you to apply for any
position in the Oil and Gas Industry.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Handbook of Item Response Theory Wim J. van
der Linden, 2018-02-19 Drawing on the work of 75 internationally acclaimed experts in the field,
Handbook of Item Response Theory, Three-Volume Set presents all major item response models,
classical and modern statistical tools used in item response theory (IRT), and major areas of
applications of IRT in educational and psychological testing, medical diagnosis of patient-reported
outcomes, and marketing research. It also covers CRAN packages, WinBUGS, Bilog MG, Multilog,
Parscale, IRTPRO, Mplus, GLLAMM, Latent Gold, and numerous other software tools. A full update
of editor Wim J. van der Linden and Ronald K. Hambleton’s classic Handbook of Modern Item
Response Theory, this handbook has been expanded from 28 chapters to 85 chapters in three
volumes. The three volumes are thoroughly edited and cross-referenced, with uniform notation,
format, and pedagogical principles across all chapters. Each chapter is self-contained and deals with
the latest developments in IRT.
  2 05 quiz history of evolutionary thought: Political Questions Larry Arnhart, 2015-08-28 In
this enhanced edition, Larry Arnhart continues to ask thought-provoking questions that illuminate
the philosophies of some of the most prominent political thinkers throughout history. This clear,
well-written guide is an ideal supplement to the original texts he recommends at the beginning of
each chapter. In addition to his analysis of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli,
Descartes, Rousseau, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and Rawls, the author’s well-organized and insightful
approach provides an even more comprehensive overview than the earlier editions: • Supplementing
the discussion of Leviathan, the chapter on Thomas Hobbes covers Behemoth. • The chapter on John
Locke includes his Letter Concerning Toleration as well as the original discussion of Second Treatise
of Government. • A chapter on Adam Smith has been added, which discusses Theory of Moral
Sentiments and Wealth of Nations. • Leo Strauss is featured, with an examination of Persecution and
the Art of Writing and Natural Right and History. • A final chapter analyzes Steven Pinker’s The
Better Angels of Our Nature.
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